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ANTIDOTE TO DEISMp 

THE 

DEIST UNMASKED; 

O R 

An AxMple refutation of all the 
OBJECTIONS OF 

THOMAS PAINE, 

Againft the Christian Religion; as contained 

in a Pamphlet, intitled. The Age of Reason ; 

addrefled to the Citizens ofthefe States- 

By the Reverend UZAL OGDEN, 

Rector of Trinity Church, at Newark, 
m the State of New -Jersey. 

To which is^r<5^j:frf,REMARKS ooBoulanger's 
Christianity Unveiled. 

And to the Deist Unmasked, is annexed a 

Short Method with the Deists. By the 

Reverend Charles Leslie. 

If this age be fingul*lyj>roduaivc of Infidels, I 
ihall not, therefore, conclude it to be more know^ 
tng, but only more prefuming than former ages ; 
and their conc«it, I doubt, is not the eiFed of 
the ^ercife of the powers of reafon. 

Minute Philosopher. 

In Two Volumes— Vol. I. 
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The Father ©f his Country, 

And xhtjincere Christian ; 

This Defence of Divine Revelation, 

As a Testimony 
Of Esteem and Respect, 
Is Inscribed by 

The author. 
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becauf« at the time hepublifhed his creed, the na- 
tional convention of France^ had refcinded their 
decree, that the foul.periihes widi the body, and 
dsclMred It to be immortal / « 

It is reafonable to conclude, that Mr- Boulan- 

fer^s pamphlet was written before that of Mr. 
'aine, as the fcheme of religion of the former, 
does riot perfectly agree with that,at prefent, em- 
braced by the national convention of France. — 
^nt however this may be, it is certain^ that the 
CJLAMOUR made by one of thefe perfons againlt 
chriftianity, is but litde elfc than the ECHOEof 
die ^ther ; and, therefore, in refuting the pam- 
phlet of one of them, the other alfo, in fubftance^ 
hath been refuted.* 

Had Mr. Boulanger duly regarded the faft, 
(which is fully eftaSiihed in this performance) 
t]^t divine revelation commenced Antecedent to 
the exiftence of paganifm, or that the mythology 
of the ancients is but ^grofs corruption of reveal- 
ed religion ; and had he alfo, duly underjlood^ and 
attended only to the resl genius arid defign of 
•hriftianity (which are exhibited in this publica- 
tion) as contained in ihefcriptures^ and not to its 
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* Notwkhftanding the pretenCons of fome 
modern deifts to philofophy, it is certain that 
their faculries have been extremely JhrUe with 
refpcc'tto the invention of new obje^rions to chrif- 
tianit)^ ; even Lord BoHngbroke c|uoted deiftical 
objefltions agairtft the triiih, from the twentieth 
hand ! See a treattfe of Sir John Kill, entitled 
Thoughts concernhig.God and Nature, p. ^6^» 
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addNerations^ and the unjuftifiaik conJu^ of Comt 
of it8 profeflbrs; his virulent and profant inve£Kve 
againft the chriftian religioa would have been 

ffared. 

It is hleely, that, with Mr. Paine, he keeps m 
bible* It is, however, an undoubted truth, that 
hie is either extremely ignorant of the fcriptures, 
or wilfully endeavors to nufreprefent them, or he 
would not, for inftance, have confidently aflerted^ 
that Saint Paul would not permit baptifm to be 
admioiftered to the Corinthians ! ** Although 
chriitian divines, fays he, confider baptifm necef- 
fary to iklvation, we find Paul would not fuffer 
the Corinthians to be baptized*''* 

But where did this prohibition, attributed to 
Saint Paul, originate^ .but in the imagination of 
this deiftical writer ? Saint Paul was baptized ;f 
he in thci moft unequivocal manner approves of the 
inftitution of baptura,t and he him/elf mentions, 
that HE baptized fome of the Corinthians. [| 

The primitive chriftians, pdOTeillng the real 
fpirit of CHARITY, fo forcibly inculcated on them 
by the divine author of chriftianity, frequently— 
but always freely— -difpofed of their property to 
relieve the w.^ts of the indigent and difirelTed 
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• Chriftianity imveilcd, page 114. 

f Adls be. 18. X Rom. vi. 34. Ephef. 

iv« 5. Col. ii. 12* A&s xU. 3, 5. I. Cor. xii- 
13. Gal. iii- 27* 

y I. Cor. i. 14, 16* 



•'ttcmbers of tlie church.* But two pcrfbns*— 

and twc^nly that w^ are informed of, of the mul- 

»*tkcd€of believers— who profeffed to make this 

voluntary oblation, through the fuggeftions of 

fatan^ aded with deceit ; they did not, agreeable 

t6 their profeffion, dFer the 'whole amount of 

• the. fale of their land* For fuch diilimulation, one 

. of them,Ananias,was thus reproved by Saint Peter. 

'*^iWhy hath fatan filled- thine heart to lie to the 

I • Holy Ghoft, and to keep back part of the price of 

'■' the land ? Whiles it remained was it not thins 

own P Arid after it was fold, was it not in thine 

' vwn power P Why haft thou conceived this thing 

' in thy heart ? Thou haft not lied Ainto men, but 

unto God ?"+ For fuch facrilege, avarice, hypo- 

crify and falfehood, and to deter others from liin- 

'• liar impiety, thefe oiFenders, by divine juftice, 

were fmitten with death* 

• But,on this relationof fcripture, what fays Mr. 

< Boulanger? How ^/TgTtf«/ is his mifreprefenta- 

tion of the* fads ? *' It is known, fays he, that in 

this infant fedt, the aifociates held th^k goods in 

common. (Such of them only as incnned fo to 

do.) This duty appears to have been rigoroujly 

--exa^ied ; for by the command of St. Peter (by an 

«"imiiiFediate ad of God) two ^new chriftians were 

"fmitten to death for havingwithhcldpart of th^ir 

own property, ^'f 

■* More examples might be adduced of fuch 
difingenuity of Mr. Boulanger ; but an inftancc 
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* Adlsiv. 32 — 37* 

i^ Ads V.J — 4. J p. 20^^ 
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only (hall te produced of his folly and wkkedoefs, 
.in attemptfng to palm on the worlds an expref- 
i^n oi^his own, incoaipatible with yi^ic^^ as a 
,Uxt of the bible* 

It is remarked by him^ that ^* Sabt Auftin fays^ 
chat of right divine^ ail things belong to thejuft." 
.(Saint Auftin^ however, never mads this affertion, 
.in the fcnfs underHood hy this writer.) " A 
.maxim which is {bunded on a palTage in the 
Pfalms, which fays, the juft fliall eat the fruit of 
the labor olilie unrlghUous^^^ f 

Why did ivot Mr. Boulanger refer to tl^e 
Pfalm,thsii contains this cixtraordinary expreilioa? 
Feu- a very evident reafon ; becaufe the Pfahi\s 
■xrontain nofuch text- The Pfalmiil, indeed, de- 
clares^ *' That blefled is every one that feareih 
the Lord ; that walketh in his ways* For t}2W4 
ihalt eat the labor of thine hands ; happy ibalt 
thou be; and it fhall be well with thee-'^* And 
no paflage^ froim the writings of Saint Auftin can 
be produced, that contradi^s this righteous pro- 
mife, or that fpunds a maxim of Injufiice from 
any text of fcripture* 

It is prefumed, that common prudence^ will 
dilate to the third champion of infidelity, from 
France^ who fhall obtrude himfelf upon us, if he 
wiihes to have the leafi attention <hewn him, and 
not to be treated with foversign contempt, the 
jH-opriety at leaft,of exhibiting the charms of wove/- 
ty, and not to be a meagre fpedtre, a mere fha- 
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dow/or a very £CHOE of thofc who preceded 
him ; ^sfiale deiftical objeftions againft chriftian- 
ity, already begin to be^ extremely difgujiful to 
fuch of the'citizens ofthefe United States, as ho- 
nor the publications of deifts with a perufal I And 
it is imagined, he need not be informed, that yet 
they keep the hibky and are acquainted with it ; 
that, on them, deiftical mifreprefentations of fcrip- 
ture cannot be impofed; that by them, deijlical af- 
fertioi^s cannot be received as djvine revelation ; 
and that fuch is their knowledge of chriftianity ; 
that fo higlily do* they efteem it y that fuch ar« 
their habits of reafoning, their capability of dif- 
tinguiftiing truth from error ; their love of vi|-- 
tue and deteftation of vice, that dogmatifm and 
fophiftry they will not revere as truth ; and that 
the RELIGION ofwtfdQm and virtue which they 
have received from God, they >yill not exchange 
for 9ifyfiem of l^PFrDELITy, of vice and folly 
from France ; though by human artifice, but ta 
the infult oi common Jenfe, it is galled reX^on ajid 

PHlLOSOlPHY i* 



* It hath been juftly remarked by an ep^iqent 
writer, that men (hew a zeal for what they term 
reafon and fhilofophy, as their beft guides in reli- 
gion, that they may more freely indulge their 
Jtnful lujis and paffims* Jackfoo on human r^- 
fo.i, p. 39* 



k 



XV 

CoNTENTsof the Deist Unmasked. 

Volume I. 

I Page. 

NTRODtJCTORY rdmdrks, 13- 

Divi(ion of this publication into three parts, 1 4. 

Miscellaneous Observations. 
Various probable rcafons which induced Mr. 

Paine to write his age of rcafon, ib. 

Libertine condudb and conceit pf deifts. Note, ib. 
Inferkjr in abilities to many chriftians, il> 

Deifm hath never reformed the morals of one 

of its converts, N. 16. 

The cfFeds of ' deifm in France, N. ib; 

Weafcnefs, depravitj and impef tinence of Mf • 

Paine, Nii ib. 

Blind and prepoftereus zeal of deifts, N. 1 7. 

Mr. Paine's bbok devoid of reafon, 1 8. 

Religion neceflary to government, N. ib. 

GroJs ignorance of Mr. Paine, ib. 

Vario* 5 phyfical ftill, N. ib. 

Mr. Paine infults the underftandmg of Ame* 

•ricans, 19. 

Deifts generally ignorant of chriftianity, N. ib. 
Recent inftance of rudenefs, folly, ini,piety 

. and confufion of a deift, N. . ib. 

The prcfent an age of changes and novelties, 

and,' with refped to religion, of error 

and deluHon, io. 

Men idoli2;e the words reafon and philofophy, ib. 
Caprice of the National Convention of 

France, N. 20. 

Chriftianity friendly to the rights of men, and 

confonant to reafon, N. ai. 

An encomium on the United States, N. 22. 

A quotation in their favor from Mr. Coxe, N. ib. 
Good morals neceffary to good govern mjpnt, 22. 
Chriftianity only, capable of promotm^ tVv^ 

prelent and future happineCs of meui a-y 



\ 



The laws of rtauirc inlufficient to inform us 

of our duty, N. ib# 

Excellence of cbriftianhy, 24» 

Deifm infipid, ib* 

An addrefs to the deity, in fev6r Of deifts, 25^ 
Gonceflions iff fjtvor of chriftbpity, by Lord 
Herbert, Tindal,the moral philofopher, 
Mr. Chubb, Lord Bolingbroke, Rouf- 
feau, Gibbon and Paine, ib. 

And alfo of Mahomet, N* 3> 

Mr. Paine had not the fagacity todifoernthe 
natural confequenc^s refalting from his 
conceflions, 33, 

Genuine patriotifm ihi^d ^poflT^sfs every hu- 
man breaft, N. ib* 
Voltaire and Paine quote fcripture in favo^ 

of their political fyftems, N. 34. 

The gofpel in favor of pttriotifrrt, N» 35. 

Lord Bolingbroke and Hume difefteet^ reafon,38* 
Reafon a noble faculty of the foul, 39* 

AJuft inference from Lord Bolingbroke's 

idea of the infufilckn^y of realbn, N. ib* 
Reiafon, how it (hould be excrcifed, 4c* 

Soame Jeiiyns's idea of reafon, N* ib. 

Mr. Jetiyns's converfiorvfrcim dtifm to chrif- 

tianity, N. 41. 

Reafon capable of deciding on the eviden- 
ces hi favor of chriftianity, ib. 
Various caufes cf infidelity, N. 42* 
The caufe, in Lord Bacon's opinion, of al- 

moft all the errdrs in the fcienres, N. 44. 

^Chriftianity dreads not invefligation, but fuf- 

ftrs for want of due examination into 

its nature, and the evidences of its truth, 45. 

A quotation from Dr. Young, N. ib. 

Gratitude of an heathen philofopher, N. ib. 

of a chriftian, N. 46* 

The bleflings of chriftianity, N. ib. 

tyretcbcdnels of deifm, N* . 50. 



XVll 

Important to enquire whether chriftianity be » 

true or falfe, ^ ib. 

In what manner it fhould be inveftigated, 51* 
This inv^ftigation^ probably, never made 

by Mr. Paine, ^s. 

Mr. Paine's ignorance of the mythology of 

the ancients, and of chriftianity, ib. 

In politicks only, he reafons with any degree 

of propriety, 53. 

Egypt the parent of idolatry and fables, as 

well as the arts and fciences, N. ib» 

A remark of Democritus, appifed*' to Mr. 

Paine, N. ib* 

Chriftianity did not proceed from paganifm, 

but is of divine origin, N. ib. 

Whatever excellence pertains to paganifm, 

derived from divine revelation, N. 56. 

Grofs ignorance, or great impiety, of Mr* 

Paine, N. His creed, ib. 

Inferior to many other fyftems of deifm, 57. 
No improvements in deifm, ib- 

Origin of deifm, N. ib. 

Lord Herbert's fcheme of deifm, N. 58* 

Imagined he hacd a revelation from heaven. 

in favor of it, N* 59, 

Tke works of creation evince the being of a 

God, ib. 

Lord Herbert's fcheme of deifm and Mr. 

Paine's, contradiA each other, ib. 

The evidences in favor of chriftianity reft not 

on fo feeble a bads, as does the fancied 

teftimonv of Lord Herbert, in fupport 

of his fyftem of deifm, N. 6©. 

St. PauPs ^converfion miraculous, N. ib. 

Reafons which induced pagan philofophers 

to believe there i» a God, N. 63. 

Remark of a deift, that the light of nature is 

not fufficient to teach tiie unity of God:, 6 v 

A.4 . 



^ xvlfi 

'B}\t^pw heatbens entertained juft* percepti- 

- ons of the deity, 6^* 

Their vices, ib. 

Contrail of Ariftian and heathen thorals, N. ib. 
Itnperfed fyftems of morality of pagan phi- 

lofophers, 66* 

Men, unable by the light of nature only, 

praSIically to believe in God, 67. 

Revelation only can enable them to do thus, 68* 
Some principles of true religion, obtained by 

tradition, among almoft all the nations 

of the world; ^!^ 69. 

Depravity of the Chinefe, N. 72^ 

Mr. Paine would not have believed in the 

unity of God, had he not been educated 

ki a chriftiari country, yy 

But moft probably have been an idolater, - ib. 
Idolatry and depravity of the ancient Brit* 

ains, N- . 74. 

Happy effects of chriftianity in Britain, * ib. 

Probable confequences, ihould chriftianity 

be abolilhed in Britain, N- 75. 

Deifts enemies to mankind, ib* 

Some-favages in fouth Amecica,have no idea 

of God and religion, N. 76. 

Ravage barbarity, N. JJ* 

Deifts and pagans indebted to. divine revela- ^ 

tion, for whatever excellence pertains 

to their fyftems of religion, ib« 

Character of Tertuliian, N. 79* 

No heathen nation that believed the exif- 

^ncc of a God, but worshipped hia>, 80. 
Tt. allian's con verfion to chriftianity, N. ib. 
From a potefit enemy, he becomes an ablo 

advocate for chriftianity, N. 8r. 

He ridicules the heathen cuftom of making 

Gods, ib« 

Tiberius prop^fes Chrift to be enrolled a*. 

mong the heafhen QMt). ib. 

Mr^ Piiiac regards prayer to be tnvjious, *^* 



Account of the fatrifices and prayers of the ^ 
ancient pagans, N. ib. 

Rite of facrifice, of divine inftitution, N. 83, 

Idolatry,a corruption of the true rejdgioD^ ib* 

Mr. Paine believes not in providence, " 84. 

He devotes no time to religious inftrndion 

and improvement in virtue, 8j» 

Neceflity of prayer, N. ib. 

Reafon infufficient to infure mercy to a 

penitent, ib* 

Penitence for fin and fanftity of heart, no 

part of Mr. Paine's creed, 86. 

Young and Milton, on the juftice of God, N. ib* 

Various defefts of Mr. Paine's creed, 87. 

Explanation of Mkah vi- 8. N. ib« 

Lord Bolingbroke contends, that the great 
principle implanted in the breaft of man, 
is felf-love, 88# 

Carneades denies that men are obliged to re- 
vere the principle of juftic«, 89* 

Ncceffary that the duties of juftice and mer- 
cy fhould be explicitly enjoined on men, 
by divine authority, N. ib» 

Pagans in general, and many deifts, maintain 
the doArine of implacability and re- 
venge, 90. 

The ancient Romans deficient in the virtues 

of placability and mercy, N. ib» 

Natural religion infufficient to influence the 

morals of the heathen world, at prefent, 91* 

Morals of the ancient Greeks and Romans, 
contrafted with thofe of chrifldans, 
\t the prefent period, N- g2* 

Contradiftory fentiments of deiftical writers, 94. 

Barbarity of heathen facrifices, N« 95* 

Deiilical contradiffbions, evince the neceflity 

erf divine revelation, N. g7« 

The earl of Shaft/bury believed that the CoolU 

of men, :tfter death, inhabit the ftars, 9"^% 
The nefarJoui, tendency of deiiUcal creeds^ 1^* "i!a« 



XX 



Impious boaft of the difciples of Epicurus, ib. 
The belief of the immortalky of the foul, of 

the utmoft importance, with refpeCl to 

moral and religious pradice, ib* 

Tire Jight of nature did not teach men that 

the foul is immortal, 99. 

The foul's immortahry not made an article 

of faith by any nation, before Chrift, N. ib. 
Mr. Gibbon acknowledges, that philofophy 

cannot aflurc us of a future ftate, loo- 

Heathen philofophers unable to prove the 

immortality of the foul, loi. 

Chriftianity hath eftabliihed this important 

truth, 105. 

Almoft all the articles of Mr. Paine's creed, 

which can be approved of, purloined 

from the fcriptures, 105. 

Pagans and deifts indebted to revelation for 

religious principles, N. ic6* 

Heathens believe in providence, N. ib. 

Commendations of chriftianity, by the author 
• of the leltres Jtiives, and Baron de Mon- 

tefquieu, N. 109. 

View of chriftianity, ib. 

Encomium of Baron Bielfeld on the morals 

taught by Chrift, N. 1 1 1- 

The infticutions of public inftruSionand wor- - 

fhip, judicious and benevolent, N. • 112. 
Mr. Paine difregards tbcfc inftitutions, N. 114. 
Proteftation of Machiavel, N» 115. 

Excellence, truth, and fakitary effeds of 

chriftianity, Ii6. 

Juftin Martyr's teftimony of the happy ef-.^ 

fcfts of. chriftianity , N. 117^ 

Chriftianity approved by men of genius, 

learning and piety, in every age, 118- 

1^ traduced and blafphemed, by a libertine 

dcift, ...• ib#' 



Rcafons why the ftudy of the latiii and gtetk 

languages fliould not be aboiifhedy 1 19* 

Mr. Paine's account of the folar fyftedl tuo^ 

. correft, ill* 

His puerilities amd egotifmt, iia« 

P A R T L 

Containing a refutation of Mr* Paine'& objec- 
tions to the credibitiqr of the foripCiires* 
A divine revelation pefitble, 123* 

Allowed by deifts^ ib' Neceflary, 124* 

But two modes by \rhich a religion can be 

communicated to the -world, ib^ 

Infufficiency of human reafon to give itten 

- juAf per^tions of reUgio*, N. 
Lord Herbert and Mr* Hobbs^ renounce de- 

ifm attd embrace chriilknity, N* fltg* 

Penitence of Ariftotle, N. ib« 

Remarks on deift^, by Mr* Bayte, N. ib* 

V^ous arguments demonftrating the rfecef- 

fity of divine revelation, X25» 

Arguments on this fubje^, by Hooker, Mr* 
Bryant, TertuUian, Bp. Watfon, Mr- 
KnoK, Mr* Jenyns and Dr. Smith, 135- 

Remarks of t)r» Smith, on the French nati* 

on, with refpecl to religion, N. 143* 

Mr. Pope declares. the deity of the MeflTiah, 
the bleifings derived from him, and the 
illumination of the human miad bv the 
Hght of revelatfon, 145* 

Obftrvations of Sir John Hill, on the ne- 

ceflity of the ehriftian revelation, 146. 

Difiercnt kinds of revelations, 148* 

Several modes of coramanicating revelation, ib* 
The fcriptures, 149* 

PoGtive evidences in favor of their truth. 
I. Mofes the moft aiKient hiflorian, ' I50« 

Porphyrins, in vain, endeavored to difcov^T 

■ fome author as ancient as Mofes, "N* i^^" 



xxii 



II. The antiquity of the jcwiih r'eligion, ib- 

IJI. The jews, before the appearance of 
Chrifty had among them the books of 
the old teftament, 159* 

IV. Tliefe books^ when Chrift appeared, 
genuine, i6o* 

V. The old teftament, as now extant in the 

fcebrew, hath been preferved uncorrupt, i6^* 

Care of the Maflbrites to preferve, in its ori- 
ginal purity, the text of the jewifli fcrip- 
turcs, N. 165* 

VL Many important fafts recorded in the" 
old teftament, mentioned by ancient 
heathen authors, ih' 

Vll. The importance and excellence of the 

mofaic hiftory of the creation, i6^« 

Traditional opinions of the moft ancient na- 
tions and Greek philofophers,evince that 
feveral ideas of 'the mofaic account of 
the creation obtained among them^ N« 1 71* 

Various hypothcfes oftheorigin of the world, 172* 

They are contradiftory, puerile and abfurd, ib. 

VIII- Miracles, ib. 

Mr. Hume^s fophiftical arguments agamft 
the truth of miracles, refuted by Dr. 
Adam's, Dr. Campbell & Dr* Price, N. 1 80. 

Dr. Price's remarks on the oppofition of de- 

ifts to chriftianity, N. ^ ib. 

IX. PTophcfy, , * 185. 

X. Completion of prophcfics rcfpeiling hea- 

tjien nations, 192. 

XI. Predidions fulfilled in Chrift, 193. 
Xn. Predidions of Chrift, 198. 
XIII. The prefcnt ftate of the jews, a ftrik- 

iiTg evidence of the truth of prophefy 
and the chriftian religion, 201. 

JtIV* Excellence of the morality of the old 

teftament, 205. 

XV* Divine providence, ao8. 



XXIU 



XVI- At the time of Chrift's sppejurance, 
the expe<^ation of an illuftrious perfon 
was gcncr-il, ai2« 

XVII. There was fuch a perfon as Jefus Chrift^a 1 6 
XVIIL The ftate of rdigion among jews 
and gentiles^ when Chrift mad« nis ap- 
pearance, 2ig* 

XIX. Chriftianity publifhed in a learned 
age," 224^ 

XX. Great numbers of learned and illuftri- 
ous men embraced chriftianity, 226* 

A platonick philofopher converted to the 

chriftian faith, N. 228. 

XXI. The rapid propagation of the gofpel, 23 1. 

XXII. The gofpel hiftory genuine, 236. 
Teftimonies of Mr* Hcbbs and Lord Bo- 

lingbrdce, in favor of the fcriptures, N. 239* 
XXII It The books of the new teftamenc 

have not been corrupted, 243* 

Pivers eccleliaftical authors cf the three firft 

cenxnries, who refer ta the books of the 

new teftanient, N« 246^ 

XXIV. Various hiftorical fafts, evidences of 

the truth of the gofpel hiftory, 25f» 

XXV. The teftimonies of adverfaries aod 
heathens, to divers fafts mentioned -ki 

the new teftament, 253* 

XXVI. The perfeft example of Chrift, 259« 
Celfus, Porphyry and Julian, acknowledge 

the reality of the miracles recorded in 
the gofpels, N» 2^9» 

Mr. Chubb's teftimony in favor of Chrift, N. ^204. 

XXVII. Excellence of the doctrines of the 
new teftament, %66* 

XXVIII. The morals of the gofpel nwft 
worthy of God, . 272* 

XXIX. Excellence of the moral charafter 

of the apoftles, 28 1« 

Integrity of the apoftjf s^poetically exprt&d, 

by Dry den. A/. ^^^^^^ 



3puy 

Wifdom of St. Patd, N. ' \ . 2«6. 

XXX- The pofitive inftitudons of chriftiani- 

ty, in favor of its divine origiRfil^ 287. 

^XXI* Tbe gofpel enforced by 'divine au- 

thcwrity, 289. 

XXXU* ChriAianity compatibly ^'^ reafoii 

and philofAphy^ 291* 

RefieaioiM^ 00 true philofophy; by the Abbe 

le Blanc, N. ib* 

Imperfe^n of hui»an knowle<Igey N. 297- 

>Ien unable to compcehcnd material objefts,N. ib. 
Utility iof^philof<^y U) religion, N. 300* 

BiKty three topicks in favor of cbriftianity^with 

references to various authors \uho.treat 

on theni, Nt 3 04* 

Abfurdjty-of the pofi^on, that a revelation 

can be a revelation only to the perfon to 

whom it;is ioitnediately made, 308* 

.iVefutatbn of the o^eSdon, that the word of 

God- caila^ exift in written language, 3 1 9* 
Infufficiency of the works of creation, to 

teach men the religbus knowledge ne- 

ceflary tO'be known, 320* 

.Refutation of the idea, that the works of ere- 1 

.ationare fuffiaent to teach men the arts 

andfci^nces, 321* 

Ferocity and ignorance of feme nations, N. ib. 
Various caufes of the origin, of the arts and 

fcience£», 322* 

Chance taught men the art of grafting, &c.N. 323* 
Erroneous, or abl'urd princijues, ouen ex- 

pofe men to deri(i0n, 324* 

Idle conceit of Mr. Paine, N. ib. 

Several nations, for ages, were ignorant of 
the CKiftence of fire, N. ib. 

Some nations, at prefent, ignorant of its 
ufe, N. 326. 326. 

Impious abfurdity of Mr. Paine, 327. 






THE 

DEIST UNMASKED, &c, 



PAINFUL is It to a benevolent mind, to 
€xpofe an individual to public obloquy oi\ 
account of the impropriety of his condu^. The 
intereils, however, of virtue and religion ; the 
ffo«d of human Codety, and various other particu- 
lars, often render fuch a meafure, not only jufli. 
fiable, but neceflary* 

Mr. Paine, during the American Revolution, 
by his patriptic writings and fervices, juftly ob- 
tained our efteem and applaufe ; and it was hoped, 
he having returned to Europe, that we ihould ever 
have had occafion t© have revered his name* But 
this hope vanifhes on his prefentp^/^r appearance 
among us as an apofile of deisjvi, to efFeil a revo- 
hition in our religion ; or, in language more 
pertinent, he having himfelf rc'WW, to excite us 
to join in a rebellion againft God ; to perfuadc 
us to renounce the divine fyftem of chriftianity, 
which alone can dignify and blefs human nature, 
and to embrace his falacious, gloorhy and uncom» 
fcHtable fcheme of dcifm ; — a fcheme, which, if 
adopted, would eventually rob us of \ irtue and 
happpinefs ; plunge us into ignorance and error ; 
faperditbn and idolatry, and fix on us the fetters 
of (lavcjy* 

B 



To attraft attention, and to captivate our hearts, 
Mr- Paine aflfeds to appear in the enchanting dreff 
of Reason ; but as, in faft, he is attired in the 
/iefpicahUgarb t>f\ ICE 2indFOl.l^Y ; IGNORANCE 
and IMPERTINENCE, it becomes a duty, that the 
unwary may be preferved from feduftion, to di- 
veft this deifiical enthusiast and incendiary 
of hisMA3K^ and to e^ibibit him in bis genuine 
character* 

The dcfultory objeftions contained in his 
pamphlet againil divine revelation, jnay be tietho- 
dized and reduced to jthe following particulars. 

First, his objedbions to the crcdihUity of tb« 
Books of the Holy Scriptures,' 

Secondly, to fome things contained therein ; 
and 

Thirdly, mlfcelhneous objeclions to cbrif» 
tianity. 

Thefe obje<3:ions ihall be refuted, in the order 
they have been mentioned, under diftind heads, 
pr parts ; but previpufly, the author be^s leave 
to make fome detached ghfer-vations ; elpccialiy 
on certain paflages in Mo Paine's performance, 
which cannot be coi>fidere4 as objeftions to thg 
chriftian f ejigion^ 



■«'^^i*«^p«ii«HiafVaHMP^'i'vw"*n 



MR.PAINE^s Pamphlet was wriiten,it feems, 
at Paris, and inprifonp It isquite immaterial 
whether, in his delicate fituatioij, this prifon pro- 
dudion was fabricated to ingratiate himfelf with 
the National Convention of France, by publicly dc^ 
daring he was at lead, as good a Deifi as any of 
them, and therefore, periedlly French and Pa% 
triodc^ with regard to bi3 religious opiqion^t 
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Equally i>nlmportaat is it^ whether he coni. 
fnenced Deift becaufe the refulgent light of Di- 
vine Revelation, gave too much pain to Ims 
reddened z\T.% of intemperance ;* and, therefore, 
in hopes of obtaining eafe, clofcJ them againft tiic 
fun-beams of the gofpel.f 



«*^ v^> *<?i«^>» »^i '-tf^ ••<>■. *^»1 



* This exprefTion alludes to a well kncwu 
facl, that, unhappily, Mr- Paine is a drunkard. 

f It hath been frequently remarked, that 
1>E1STS \n preneral, are men of Ikcrthe ccndncl ; 
or poiFefled of a vain conceit of their abilities, 
and pride thcrafelves m rejediiig w]):-r they deno- 
minate vulgar prejudices^ 

With refpeft to their abilities, who of them are 
equal to Bacony Bdyle, Locked Nnutou, and many 
others who might be meutioned, who have done 
fo much honor to human nature, to fciencc and 
to chriftianity ? 

^m what are the things which thefc unbeliev- 
ers call vw(ftfr/rc;WfVf j r* V/hatbutthe scourge 
ef divine T RVTil which fo lacerates them for the 
impiety of their conduft ? 

Several of thefe gentlemen, however, have, 
ineffe<5tually', fought for peace of mind and a 
fandion to follow their evil propenlities, tinder the 
rct/r;7 of INFIDELITY'. They have been coin- 
pcllfcd to flee froin the delufions of Deifm, and to 
ieck for happinefs and fafety in the Go/pel (*f 
Christ ; and fame of them, it is hoped, (and 
particularly Lord RochelUr) have not fought the 
blefliiigs of this difpf nfation of mercy in vain- 

The liccnticu^ncfs, however, of Dcifts • their 
pride aiid evil views in rejecting Divine Rcvcla- 
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Or whether he began his deiilical career, even 
^tfeven years, old, when the profundity of his 
knowle^e and unequalled fagacity, caufed him 
to difcover the fraud of chriftianity and to be dif- 
gufted with it. J 

Or of as little confequence k it to us, when he 
wrote his piece, whether he was iinpellcd by am- 

rion, and penitential return of fomc of them, t© 
ihc arms of chriftianity, are not mencioned as tef- 
tlmonies, on w'hich any ftrefs is laid, in fqvor ef 
the gofpel ; they are, notwithftanding, evidences 
in its iupport, far fuperier to what Deifm can 
hoaft of, with rcfpcdt to its ciFcfts on the moral 
practice- ©f any of its prolelites ; for, in all the 
annals of Deifm, is there the leaft trace of evi- 
dence, that k hath reformed the moraJs even of 
ONE of its converts? But, on the contrary, is it 
not manifeft, that many converts to infidelity, 
liave become ^* feven fold more the children of 
Satan,'^ than they were before ! 

Afid yet D£I sm, the prefiut rage of the French 
nation (the benign effects of which, in many re- 
fpe^s, they fo happily experience, cfpecially in 
freferuing men froin aflaiTinations, fuicide, mal^ 
lucres, and the power of the guillotine) Mr^ Paine^ 
in the goodnefs of his heart, wiflies tob« the Re- 
ligion of Americans / 

To an enlightened people y profeiTing chrifiianity^ 
and enjoying its happy efTedls, it is not eafy tode« 
termine, whether his addrefs to us, on this occa« 
fion demonftrates which is the moft confpicuous ; 
the weaknefj of his intellects, the depravity of iiis 
mjiid, or the Impertinence of his conduct ! 
j Age of Reafon, p. io(5^ 



( 17 ) 

bilion ; influenced by delufion or aftuatcd by blind 
zeal.* Certain, however, it is, thai his perfor- 

* Not only blind, hut prepofierous is the zeal of 
Deifts to propagate the principles of Infidelity. 
Their condu^^:, in this indance, to an attentive 
obferver, exhibits a phoenomenon of which no 
rational account can be given. 

We niay, in fome degree, account for a man's 
being impelled, by the violence of his pafions, 
to do chat which his mind difapproves and coa- 
<lemn^ But that any perfon, with deliberation, 
ihouid take pains lo releafe men from 2l\re/irainis 
oi religion and confciencey amd thereby, as far as 
is in his power, attempt to dljfolve the bands of 
fociety and good government, in confequeucc 
of which he him/elf might be a fufferer, is fueh 
condudl as cannot be accounted for on any prin- 
ciples of CQmmonfertfe ov found policy , but muft be 
regarded VLshoJitleto liberty and patriotifm. 

When the reftraints of religion are diflblved> 
tvhat can be expected, but that men ihouid aban" 
Jon themfelves to the impulfe of their paiTions * 
Human laws and penalties will be infufficient to 
reftrain men from liccntioufnefs, where there is 
tio juft fenfe of the Deity ; no regard to a future 
ftate, or to the due punifliment of vice, and the 
rewards of virtue hereafter. 

In proportion sis a negle(^, or contempt of re- 
ligion obtains, diflblutenefs of morals will prevail ; 
and when a people, in general, become diffoJuie^ 
probity and virtue, public fpirit and a generous 
concern for the interefts of the nation, will Ve 
extingutfljed* Certainly then, all who wifti j»^ell 
to civil fociety and the happincfs of m^^Wnd, 
ihodd be anxious, that genuine chrijifdnity ^ in 

B % 
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mnn-ie, as far as it is oppofed to Divine Revela- 
tion, is ddvold of reason ; except Jow wit and 
inveftive ; fophiftry and dogmatifin, be denomi- 
nated reafon. Not Icfs true is it, that hispublication 
evinces, in feveral parts of it, his prolound igno- 
ranee of th© chriiHan religion ; pnrticularly, where 
he inentions:f the people called Quakers as 
profcffinga religion d\Jiin£i from chrijtianity^'^ 

frjHCipIe and pra^rce, might generaHy prevail ; 
and that vice and infidelity^ ihould not predomi- 
xi^te* 

It was juftly obferved by lord Bolingbroke, 
that " the good efFeds of maintaining, and bafd 
eflFe<3:s of neglefting reUglotty were extremely vi- 

'liblem the whole courfe of the Roman govern- 

. jRaent* That though the Roman religion ellab- 
lilhedby Nmna, was very abfurd, yet by keep^ 
ingup an awe of afuperior power/ and the belief 
of a Providence, that ordered the courfe of events^ 
it produced all the marvellous effefts which Ma- 

- chiavel, after Pulybius, Cicero and Plutarch, af- 
cribes to it." He adds, that the '* negleif ef 
religion was the principal caufe of all the evils whicb 

lloihe afterwards fuffered. Religion decayed^ 
and the ftate decayed with it.'' Works, vol. IV.^ 

* This indance of Mr* Paine^s profound know- 
'ledge in diviniiy, reminds the wruer of an exam« 
■^ as profound oi phyjical Jkill, difplayed by a 
'^r. Varlo, in his attempt to account how fat is 
stormed in animals. 

TliA^ 'farmed ti^& ingenious perfon fufjK)fcs> 
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Moft true alfo it is, that Mr.Paiiie iscxlre?iicly 
Vi'ancing in ticcorum, and highly lafults ouv imdcr- 
(Undings, when he attempts to obtrude on us his 

that when the food is received into the body, the 
oily parts of the nouriiliment, evt'^porati'y adhere 
to the curcofe^ and bf come confoUdnted \\\t€)jctt ! / 
** Juit, fays he, as ii we were to burn a great 
deal of tallow in a clofe room ; for want of venr, 
the room and walls thereof would quickly b» co- 
vered over with foot, which is no other than taU 
low 'itfe\f, only that it has undergone a change 
hi the nature and co>our"!! And this admirMe 
•difcovery, is termed " a piece of pHilosophy^'H 
Various NEW SYSTEM of hulbandry, voKI- page 

Ignorance of the real genius of chriftianity, is>a 
diftinguilhing chara^eriftic, it is believed, of moft 
Deijis. This is manifcft from their writings, 
aiid frequently appears from their converfation. 
But one inftance fliall be related, out of many 
which might be adduced, to confirm this affirthn^ 

But very recently, a French Deift, in the ftate 
of New-Jerfey, was very polittly, rn a circle 
' of cirf/?iam , uitering mve^tives a^ainft their re» 
ligion- A gentleman prefent, Ihocked by hia 
wickednefs ; defpifing the indecorum of his con- 
duct, and holding in contempt his fenfelefs prat- 
'ing, took the liberty to aik him, '^ if he thought 
himfelftfc^2///in/f// with the religion of the gofpcl 5 
■if he underjlood the facred Scriptures?*'— The 
Deiftbluflied, was covered with confufion, and 
frankly confeATcd, " That he had never read half 
a page in the Bible"! 

It is probable, that nothing more than a w////. 
clfm Grfarcafm of Volt air e> or foiiie other deif* 
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fyftem of Dcifm, in oppofition to that religio.i 
which we have e.'cry rational and neceirary cvi- 
deiKe to believe is from Heaven. 

The prefent, in his cftiniation^is the ^ge of rea- 
son ; but, unhappily, in France atleall, it is not an 
age of much ufeful invention and found philofophf, 
(though it is hoped the age will terminate in the 
enjoyment, by the French nation, oi genuine refi- 
gion and r<f<3r/ liberty) but an age of changes 
and NOVKLTiES, and as far as RELIGION is con- 
cerned, of ERROR and DELUSION. 

Men idolize the words REAseN and philoso- 
phy ; uncomprehended by them, they blindly of- 
fer incenfe at their ihrines,* and Mr* Paine wouki 

•«^ V^» VtfS *^» «^» v^»«-«S t^V 

tical writer, agrtinft chriffianify ; or the mere 
prevalence of faihion, had been fufiicient to de- 
tach this gentleman from chriftianity, and pro- 
fclite him to the prefent polite and eafy religion 
of his country : And this religion it is not irra- 
tional to conclude, he is as vjell acquainted with, 
as with the Bible / 

Before the author concludes this note, he con^ 
ceives it his duty to mention, in honor to /uch 
Frenxh Gentlemen as he hath been acquainted with 
in this country, that he hath but very feldom ob- 
ferved among xhcm fuch an inftancc ©f rudenefs, 
folly and impiety, as this above recited* 

♦ At o»f period, we perceive many in the Na(» 
tional Convention of France, receive with burfts 
of applaufe, a declaration of Ihipidity^ '* That 
there is no GoD^''! 

At another period, we find the Convention fo^ 
Icumly decreeing, There is a GoD \ 
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prevail with us to add ourfelves to the niunbcr of 
their votaries^ and co adore hi&fchefneoi iheidlL'^ 
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Now this cnh'ghtened body (the author meairs 
vith rcfpcft to religon) wholJy influenced by 
reafon and philofophy, which, infaliihly, are to lead 
them into all truth, {sige\y determining, " That 
death \s an everLfttng Jleep P* 

They foon, however, reverfe the decree, and 
announce to their conftituents, that, however 
guilty, poWuted and wretched, any of their I'ouis 
may be, they (though to them unwelcome the 
troth) are Immortal f 

And thus the faith of about twenty-five million 
people, philofophers and peafants ; the virtuous 
and the vicious ; the orthodox, and the heter- 
odox, and generations yet urMrn, is to be deter* 
mined by the caprice (vainly denominated rea- 
fon and philofophy) of a fet of politicians ! 
Men who fo loudly declaim againft all religious 
tfiablijkments^ and who, in juUice, have not tfie 
k^fl authority f thus to lord it over the confciences 
of their fellow-citizens ! 

O REASON ! unaided by revelation, but debil- 
itated by paflion, and warped by prejudice, how 
erring thy dilates • how feeble thy power to con- 
dnft men into the path of truth ! 

How amiable is CHRISTIANITY! How friendly 
to the rights of hunian nature I How confonant to 
the dictates of reason ! Defigncd to inflrucl the 
ij^norant ; to reclaim the vicious ; duly to regu- 
late the morals of mankind and to pronsote their 
bell intereft, it is tmconue^ed with the politician s 
it needs not hut cid for it> fupport ; and Its divine 
author, in buguagc moil audibicj I'^leiiiii^y pro- 
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!TY ! A fyftcm imtried by Franc6 ; or as far as k 
hath been experienced^ inaufpicious to the morak 
of the Republicr 

Indubitably trite it is, that goo J government can- 
liot Aibfift without good morals, and that the fim- 
ple light of nature, unaided by divine Revelatbn, 
is infufficient for the moral and religious govern^ 
ment of mankind j* much lefs is it capable to f n- 
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claimed this important truth, (howevef difr^garcl- 
ed by many prpfefling ehriflianity) when he faid^ 
^' My kingdom is not of this world T' John 
xviii. 36. 

In ^//governments, r^^/reafon and true phil«- 
fophy, will revere this dodlrine 5 w^hile it will bcf 
rejected by ignorance and error, by pride and am- 
bition ! In this refpe6V, no pecrple whatever, have 
fo regarded this ter>et of chrifttanity, as the citi- 

• zens oi ihefe United States ; and herein they ex- 
hibit to the world, an example of wifdoin aiMl 
virtue, molt worthy of imitation ! 

" The people of the United States, fays Mr» 
Coxe, have exploded thofe principles^ by the 
operation of which religious opprejfions and re^ 
Jtri£iionSy of whatever defcription, have been 
impofed upon mankind ; and rejefting mere toler^ 
fition, they have placed upon one common 2^nd equal 

. footing, every church, fe6t or fociety of religious 
men." View of the United States of America^ 

. p- 427, jufl publilhed, by Tenche Coxe, Efq; 
of Philadelphia. 

* If the laws of nature, fays a judicious author, 
vvere fLiiTicicintly c/^<;/r, thole of lode ty, in cafes. 
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furc to us z future flate of blcfledncfs and to qua* 
Jiiy us for the enjoyment of it. 

Chriftianity alone is calculated to advance the 
pefent and future happinefs of men j and, with 



entirely m^ral, .are unnecejffary to inform us of our 
duty ; and were they fufficiently enforced, fo- 
ciety would have no occafion %o inlHtqte penalties 
of greater cogency, that they may be obferved. 

Indeed, if the laws of nature, with refpccl to 
their clcarnefs, authority and obligation, were per- 
fect and fufficient, the laws of fociety would be 
altogether needleji% Men would obferve juftice 
and pradUce ben^ncence towardseach other, with* 
out adventitious obligations- 

A lover of liberty would not incline to enter 
into/bciefy to become fubjedb to magiftrates ; to 
fupport expenflve conftitutions, if convinced he 
could live indfipendent, fafeiy converfe and traf* 
iic with mankind, ip a ftate of naturei^ 

The ar|;umens drawn from the fuppofed fpf- 
ficiency of reafon and nature, to invalidate the 
neceffity of revelation, equally prove that fociety 
is unneceffary. If the laws of nature are able to 
effect their end, and that end is moral in(lru6tion 
and obiigation, there can be no occajion for other 
iaws, either divine or human* 

It is, however, of importance to condder, whe- 
ther the evil difpofitions and vices of men, do not 
compel them, for their mutual advantage, to enter 
into fociety 5 and whether civil fociety, confider- 
cd in itfelf, is able to remedy the evils mankind 
wifli to avoid, by entering into this ftate ? 

With regard to the laws of nature, were they 
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{mpicty to rejeft it, is not only to fin againft God, 
but alfo againft ourfelves ! 

May I not defy, fays an eminent vrritcr,* all 
the philofophers and founders of religious fedte in 
the heathen world, and all the infidels of modern 
times, CO produce fuch a fyftem of religion as is 
contained in the gofpel ; adorned with fuch glo- 
rious internal characters of truth and divinity ; fo 
worthy of God ; fo well adapted to the relief and 
benefit of men ; originating froiii fuch a founder, 
or recomiAended to tlie world by fnch rational 
sind eifential xnark^ of divine authority I 

How great is the blindnefs of the human un- 
derltanding, that cannot difcern the vifible cha- 
racters of divinity which fhinc, with unequalled 
luftre, in the holy fcriprures ; and that can Ihipid- 
ly prefer the dry philofophy of a Se^sca, or the 
more taftelefs opinions of a Dei/}, to the grand, 
fublime, confiftent and divine religion exhibited 
ill the new teftament ) 

Kow great is the pride and preverfcnefs of the 
human mind, that will pretend to a light which 
it has not ; and will not humble itfelf to receive 
inftruftion, even from God himfelf, although at- 
tended with the brighteit evidence of its truth I 
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Sufficient to render men honeft and virtuous in 
fociety, there would be no neceflity for them to 
officiate; becaufe thefe laws could efte<5l the 
fame purpofes without fociety, which adds nothing 
tQ moral knowledge or obligation* 

* The Rev. Mr. Knox. 
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Lord -do thou difpofe their mmds (aclclsthis 
amiable divine) to the love of thy truth ! Preferve 
nsfrom the fooUih councils and proud itnagina* 
tionSjofthefe unhappy men 4 and while we cietefl: 
their prirvciples, help us to pity them above all 
others of the human race, and earneffly to pray- 
that they may ^e turned frem darknefs to light, 
tnd from tlie power of Satan to thee the living God! 

Do thou fliine into their hearts, and give 
them the light of the knowledge of thy glory, as 
it is unveiled and made manifeft, in the face of Jc- 
fus ClwU\, who is the brightnefs of thy glory, and 
exprefs image of thy perfon ! 

Bring them to know thee the only true God, 
and the Son of thy love, whom thou haft fent, 
tnd whom to know aright, is eternal life !'^ 



IT is not umifual with Dej/^s, while they would 
wholly fubvert the chriftian religion, to pafs 
encomiums upon it. Lord Herbert, for inftanc^, 
itilesit ** The hr/f religion,''' aud acknowledges 
that all its do61?rines, ordinances, precepts and f:t- 
craments, aim at the eftabliihnient of thofe ^ye 
injportant articles, in which lie makes all religion 
to confilt-* 

TindaJ confefles, that "Chriftianity itfelf, ftrip- 
ped of all additions which f>olicy, miftake, and the 
circumftances of t*mi« have made to it, is a moft 
holy religion. "t 

* Herbert reiig* laici. page 9, 10. 

t Chriftianity as old as the Creation, p. 382, 
Edit. 8vo. 

C 



f 2<5 ) 

The M'jrair Phih/ophcr frequently eKpreffes 
liiimlelf to the fame purpofe, and Mr. Chubb ad- 
mits, that Chriilianity, if it could be feparated 
from every thing that hath been blended with it, 
affords a much clearer light, and is a more fafe 
guide to mankind, than any other traditionary re- 
ligion, as being better adapted to improve and 
perfect human nature. :j: 

Lord BoUngbroke reprefents Chriftianity as^ 
mod amiable and ufeful inftitution, and fa}'r>, that 
** No religion ever appeared in the v^cild whoie 
natural tendency ^ as ^o much diredled topro^Ptc 
the peace and happinefs of mankind." J 

• After having obferved, that " befidcs natural 
relig'on, there arc two other parts into which 
chriftianity may be analyfed ; duties fuperaddcd 
to thofe of the former, and articles of belief, which 
reafon could neither difcover nor comprehend." 

He acknowledges, that ^' Both the duties re- 
quired to be praclifed, and the propoiitions rCr 
quired to be delivered, are concifcly and plainly 
expreRed in the original gofpe!, properly io call- 
ed, which Chrift taught and his four evangclifts 
recorded ; but fuppoj'cs thjey have been alike cor? 
ruptcdby theology.''* 

Of the chriftian facraments of baptifm and the 
Lord's Supper, he fays ; '* No inftitutlons can be 
imagined more fimple, nor more void of all thofip 
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% Chubb'i Poflh. Works, vol. II. p. 370. 
i Vol. IV. p. 281, 73%. * Vol. IV. 294. 
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j>pTiipoiis rites and theatrical reprefentatior.s which 
abounded in the religious worlhip of the heathens 
and jews, than thefe were in ihe:r origin. 'Ihey 
were not only innocent, but protltable ceremo- 
nies, becauie they were extremely proper to 
keep up 'he fpirit of true natural relijrion, by koep- 
mcr up that of chriftianity ; and to promote the 
obfervat on of moral duties, by maintaining; a re- 
fpecl for the revelation that confirmed them-'^f 

Ke declares that " He will not fay, the belief that 
J7.SUS was the Messiah, is the only article of 
faith necefiary to make men chriftians. There 
are other things, doubtlefs, contained in the re- 
velation he made of himfelf, dependent on and 
relative to this article, without the belief of which 
thriilianity would be very defedivc. He ob- 
ferves, that the fydem of religion that Chrift 
publilhed, and his evangelifts recorded, is a com- 
plete fyllem to all the purpofes of religion, natu- 
ral aad revealed ; that it coiuains all the dutie$ 
of the former ; that it enforces them by aiferting 
the divine miffion of the publilher, who proved 
his affertion, at the fame time by his miracles ; 
and that it enforces the whole law of faith,by pro- 
mifilng rewards and threatning puniihments, which 
he declares he will di/lribute when he ihall come 
to judge the world/'* 

And he afterwards repeats it, that '^ Chrifti- 
anlty, as it ftands in the gofpel, contains, not 
any a coii.plcce, but a very plain fyflem of religion- 
It 18 in trurh, the fyitcm of natural religion^ and 
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fnch it might have continued, to the unfpeakaWe 
advantage of mankind, if it had been propagated? 
i^ith the fame finiplicity with which it was. origi- 
nally taught by Ghrift himfelf.^'^l- 
Gn obferving that *^ The political views of 
Confianilne in the eftabliihment of chriitianity, 
were to attach tlie fiibjeds of the empire more 
firmly to himfelf andhis fucceflbrs; and the feve- 
ral nations which compofed it, to one another, 
by the bonds of a religion common to all of them 5 
to foften the ferocity of their armies ; to reform 
the licenlioufnefs of the provinces, and by infuf- 
ing a fpirit of moderation and fubmiiTion to go- 
vernment, to extingui/h thofe principles of ava*. 
rice and anibition, of injuitice and violence, by 
which fo many fa6i:ions were formed, and the 
paace of the empire fo often and fo fatally brok- 
en ;'' he declares that '* No religion was fo well 
calculated as chriitianity IGeemed to be, to effecl all 
thefe purpofes.'* 

He allows that ^' The gofpel is, in all cafes, one 
co.itinued lefTon of the llriiftcd morality, uf juf- 
tJce, of benevolence, and of univerfal charity. '^ 
He mentions ** Chriil's blaming his d^fciples for 
being willing to call for fire from Heaven againft 
the Samaritaifls. And that the miracles wrought 
by him, in the mild and beneficent fpirit of chrif- 
tiaaity, tended to the good of mankind.'" 

He profefFes a great concern for true chrifti- 
anity, in oppoQtioLi to theology, and fays, that 
^•^ genuine chj'ijllumty was taught of GoD.'^ 

»<>» V^l ^tf"^ ^«>> ^C>> «<^»^% «^» 

t Ih-p. 316- 
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H€ pronounces that the chrtftlan fyfteni offahU 
and practice, was, revealed by God l:ini/c{f, and 
that it js ablurd and impious to afTert, that the ii- 
vinc LOGOS revealed it incompletely or imper- 
fecllv- And that its limplicity aiid plainnels 
ihcwed, it \v:is deligned to be the rtli«;ion of all 
maKkind, and manifefted likewile the divinity 
of its Qrigtnal^** 

'•I confefs, fays the fceptical Ronfleau, that the 
majf'/ly of x\\e fcnfturts flrikes me vrith aumi- 
raticri^ and tiuit the purity of the Go/pel hdih its 
infJufjce on niy heart I 

Perufe the works of our philofophers, with 
all their pomp of diclion ; how mean, how con- 
temptible SLre they, compared with the fcriptures I 

Is it poflible that a book, at once fo fiinple and 
fublime, iiiould be merely the v^ ork of man ? 
Is it poflible that the facred perfonage, whofc 
hiftory it contains, ihould be hiiiileha mere man ? 
Do we find that he sfibmed the cone of an ca- 
thufiaft or ambitious Icftary > 

WhatTwcetnefs, what purity in his manners ! 
What an affe^Jting gracefulnefs in his delivery ! 
"What fublimity in his maxims ! What pro- 
found wifdom in his difcourles ! What prefence 
of mind ; what fubtlety, what truth in his replies ! 
How great the command over his pallions ! Where 
is the man, where the phiIofo})her, who could fo 
live aiiftl fo die, without weaknef«, and without 
often tatioa? 

When Pla^o defcribed his imaginary good 
g»an with all the Ihamc of guilt, yet meriting the 

• lb. p. 349. 
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;; {[Vrff rr^wards of virtue, he gave a defcriptioa 
o! UK! Li ;.< c'^cr of Jefus Clirift f.the refemblance 
wsL -v ih.kmg, that all the thrillian Fathers per- 

C'?i\-eu it. 

V/hat prepojjhjfiony what bltndnefs muft it be, 
to compare Socrates, the fon of Sophrcnicus, to 
Jefus. the fon of Mary ! What an infinite dif- 
proportion is there between them ! 

Socrates, dying without pains or ignominy, 
cafily fupported. his charader to the lall ; but if 
his death, however eafy, had not crowned his 
life, it might have been doubted whether Socrates,, 
with all his wifdom, was any tiling more than: a- 
vain fophifl> 

He iiivented', it is faid, the theory of morals* 
Others, however,-had before put them in pradHce ; 
he hi.d only to fay,, therefore, what they had done,. 
and to reduce their examples to* precepts. But 
where could Jjcfus learn,, among his competitors, 
that pure and.fublime morality, of which, he only 
hath given us both precept and example ? 

The death of Socrates, peaceably philofophifing, 
with his friends, appears the moit agreeable that 
could bewiihed for ; but that of Jefus, expiring 
iiv the midli of agonizing pains, abufed, infulted,. 
and accufed by a whole nation, is the moft horri- 
blie that could be feared. ! 

Socrates, in receiving the cup of poifbn, blefled 
the weeping executioner who adminiftered it ;• 
but Jefus, in the midft of excruciatir^ tortures, 
prayed for his mercilefs tormentors ! Yes ! if the 
life and death of Socrates were thofe of ^Sage; 
the Yiijt and death of Jefus were tixefe of a Gojo ! 
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Shiill we fuppofc tb€ evangelical hiftoiy'a mere 
fiHiion ? Indeed it bears not the marks of fidiion ; 
cMi the contrary, the hiftory of Socrates, m hich 
no one prefumes to doubt, is not I'o well attelted 
as that of Jefus Chrift- 

It is more inconceivable that a number of per- 
fons fliould agree to write fuch an hillory, than 
that one only Ihould furnifli the fubjedl of it. 1 he 
Jewilh authors were incapable of the didion, and 
ftrangers to the morality contained in the Golpcl, 
the marks of the truth of which are To ftriking and 
ininutable, that the inventor would be a more 
aftoniUnng charadcr than the Hero^^lj 

The prevalence of the Chriftian Refigjon, fays 
Mr* CibboHy was ** Owning to the convincing evi- 
dence of the dodrines itfelf, and the ruling provi- 
dence of its great author :''* And " Every privi- 
kge,'^ fays this celebrated writer, ^* that could 
raife the profellte from earth to Heaven • that 
could exalt his devotion ; fecure his happinefs, or 
even gratify that fecrct pride, which, under the 
femblance of devotion, infrnuates itfelf into the 
human heart, was It ill refer ved for the membera 
cf the chriftian Church-^' f 

Mr-Paine himfelf;, admits the poffibility of a divine 

U The author is indebted for this quotation from 
Roulfeau, to a fenfible patnphlet, publiftied in Lon- 
don and re-publiflied here, entitled, " The Age of 
Infidelity i^' in anfwer to Thomas Paine's Age of 
Reafon, by a Layman* 

* Hiilory of the decline and fall of the Romaic 
Eoipire. Vol. I. p. 536* 
t lb. p. 54Z* 
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tcvelztwn ;$ he allows, that in the Pfalnis atid 
the book of Job, there is a great deal of elevated 
fentiment^ reverentially exprefled, of the power 
itnd benignity of the Almighty ; and that the 
proverbs, faid to be Solomon's, are an inftru«ftive 
fable of ethics.} He believes that J ef us Chrift 
exiUed ; that he was criiciried ; that, he preached 
inolr excellent morality, and the equality of man,l| 
and fays that the great trait in his ch*racl:er was 
philanthrbphy.f 

t P- 13* i P-39- H P- 22. 
t P* 5^' ^^ '"^y ^^^ ^^ improper to mention here, 
that even Alahomet, bears tellimony in favor of 
fomc books of the holy fcriptures and of Chrilt* 

^' The Pentateuch, the Pfalms and the Gofpel, 
faid he, were fucceflively delivered by God to 
Mofes, to David, and to Jefus*'' Sale's Prelim* 
Difcourfe to the Koran, p. 97- 

Mahomet taught the dodrine of a general re- 
furredlion at the laft day, and that then rewards 
or punilhments, would be difpenfed to mankind 
according to their adions in this life* lb. p. 103 ; 
and he allowed that Chrift was an apoftle fent by 
Gcri. 

In the Vth Chap- of the Koran, entitled the 
ffliapter of the Table, we have the fellow ing ex- 
preflicns. 

'' We fent, after many prophets, Jefus the Son 
of Riary, who confirmed the ancient fcriptures* 
To him we gave the gofpel full of light, to con- 
duit the people in the right way, with a confir- 
TTiation of tlie Old Teftament, a guide and iii- 
ftrudlor to the righteous*'* 



^ 
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Thtk and many other cxpreflions of Dei/fr, 
ID favor of chriftianity^ extorted by the force ef 
truth, or tt/ftfr^^ from motives of policy, clearly 
evince, that fuch writers refleft not on the con- 
clujions to favorable to the chriftian religion, 
which follow their cmceJfionSy and, therefore that 
moil irrational and abfurd is their continiMnce in 
unbelief. 

The fame authority, fer example, that con- 
vinces Mr. Paine, that Jefus Chrift was crucified ; 
that he taught moft excellent morality, and the 
equality of man,* and tllat he was highly dii- 

Divers other expreflions ihere arc in the Koran 
of a fimilar nature ; and Mahomet freqaenily bor- 
rowed his ideas and expreflions from the holy 
fcriptures. 

Thus, forinftance, /peaking of cA^r//y, he fays, 
*' It will cover many fins;'' (Chap. II. of the 
Cow. p. 2i) which are the words of Saint Peter, 
I Epiftle. IV. 8. 

Mahomet (Chap.^VII of prifons,p. 157) makes 
life of our Lard's metaphor, Matth. xix, 24. 
^ Of a camePspaffing throuprhthe eye of a needle." 

And when Mahomet treats of a future ftate, 
• and of the Aaraf, or feparation between the 
righteous and the wicked, he alludes to tlicfe 
words of Abraham to Dives, Luke xvi. 26, ** Be- 
tween us and 50U there is a great gulf fixed." 

* Equality. Genuine pacriotifmlhould cer- 
tainty pojpjs every human breall ; as it is the 
will of God that mankind fiiould be bUll with i!ie 
enjoyment of freedom, inits grcatcdpcrftdion,. 
both civil and religious* 
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tjnguidiccl for his philanthropy, fulfy te/iijief, 

Natural liberty, in its utmoft latitude, was the 
free giftof Gcxl to man ; and the defign of good 
government, is to frejcrve to men the enjoyment 
of their natural rights, which they cannot diveft 
themfelves of without guilt ; nor can others ty- 
ranife over them, without incurring the difplea- 
fure of God, who wills tlie happinefs of all his 
creatures. 

It muft be the wifh of every good man, that 
Jlavery fhould be banidied the earth, and that 
freedom fliovild be enjoyed by all the world. Mr. 
Paine appears to be a zealous advocate for Equality 
and the Rights of Man^ The writer is not dif- 
pofed to ccnfure, but to applaud, his Political 
Creed, if by it he means the uncontrouled en- 
joyment of freedom, political and religious 'without 
Uceniiotifne/s, or injury oiFered to others* 

It is, however, pleafant toobferve gentlemen of 
dcijlical charaficr^ quoting the facred fcriptures ^ 
whofe aurhority, without reafon, but with grea^ 
impiety, they rejed, in fupport of their political 
^fyfitms I Thus, for inftance, the penetrating 
Voltaire fancied, that he difcovered the repub- 
lican SPIRIT in the. Chrillian Religion ] (See 
Warburion's Divine Legation of Mofes, Vol. XL 
p. 48. note.) And the fagacions Mr^ Paine, is 
perfuaded, that Chrilt inculcated the do;5lrine of 

£QITAL1TY \ 

Other Deifts, however, have entertained a 
diiforent fenriment. They have objedecl, that 
*' Zeal for the public, or love to a man's country, 
which was {\i much inculcated by fome ancient 
philofoj^hers and moralifts, is pafled over in the 
Cofpel.'^ But^ in this rt'fpet% Mr. Paine appears 
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jimong oiher facls, his divine mifiion ; that he 

to be more orthodox than thefe gentlemen, as 
their objedlions arc not juftly founded^ 

To have recommended, by divine authority, 
\vh:it the Romans f generally underftood, by love 
to their country, namely, a ftrong paifion for the 
f^lory of ir, and which often occafioned them to do 
great Injufticc to other nations, would have been 
incompatible with a revelation which was defign- 
ed for the general good of mankind, and to pro- 
mote univerfal benevolence : and if the divine 
author of chrUVianity had exhorted the Jauj in 
the name of God, to a zeal for the liberties of 
their country, fuch conduft, confidering the dif- 
pofition they then poflcffed, would have been 
regarded as exciting them to tumults and iiifur^ 
reclions* 

But of love for our country, as it signifies a 
real and afFe&iot\ate concern for the public good, 
ChriA afforded an admirable example ; and his 
example, agreeable to the fhriftian fyftem^ hath 
the force of a precept. 

This is evident from the afFeftion he manifefted 
to the Jewt/h nation ; the benevolent concern he 
expreflTed for the miferies he forefaw were ap^ 
proaching them, and the endeavors he pfed tQ 
preferve them from deflrudion. 

The fame obfervation may be made with 
refpecl: to the apoftles and firft publilhers of 
chnftianity, after Chrift^s refurredion. If, in 
tlie name of God, they had urged it upon the 
Jews and Genriles, among whom they preached 
the Gofpel, to be zealous for the enjoyment of 
freedoii:, and had pronnfed divine rewards for 
patriotic virtue, this would have been tonfidered 
as an attempt to excite diilurbances in the flate* 
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was the fon of God ;* that in the moft publfc 
manner, he wrought a feries of the moil afto- 
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Exhortations of fuch a nature, as things were 
then circamftanced, could have been produflive 
of no good confequences, 'but, in all probability, 
the revcrfe- 

If by patriotifm is meant the public geod, 
the real welfare of the comniunicy, certain it is, 
that chriilianity is nioft friendly to it, and is moft 
happily calculated to advance the iutereil of civil 
fociety. 

Where the chriftian religion is fincerely cm- 
braced, it hath a manifeft tendency to caufe thofe 
cntruftcd with the powers of government, to acS 
with probity ; and the people to be peaceful in 
their demeanor ; confcientious in all their aftions, 
and diligent in the difcharge of the duties of their 
feveral ftations* 

Unqueftionably that religion which requires us 
to poffefs fo noble a fpirit of difmterefted benevo- 
lence, as to be ready to ^' Lay down our lives for 
the brethren, {I.John iii. i6.) would animate us, 
if neceflity required it, to facrificc our lives for 
che good of our country I 

A virtuous regard for pubTtc happinefs, and the 
contributing, as far as is in our power, to promote 
it in our levcrad ftations, is a part of that amiable 
ar»d meritorious conduct, which it is the defign 
of chriftianity to promote, and which, according 
to its divine promifes, (hall be crosvned with a 
glorious reward ! 

* Matt, xxvii. 43* Mark i. z* Luke i« 35* 
John xi» 4» xix. /• xx. 3X« 



BUbuig miracles ;f that he rofe from the dead ;|: 
that he afcehded into Heaven ;$ that aeain he 
will defcend to earth, raife the dead|| and judge 
the world ; reward the righteous with iinmortal 
happinefs, and puniih wilful and perverfe tmhcm 
lievers and unholy chriftiam, with evcrlnfting 
mifery.* And as thefe particulars are conne^ed 
vjtihf and, indeed, are ejfenttal parts of that di* 
Tine fyftem of religion which he proraulged, what 
compietent reafon can be afligned why tkefe truths 
Jhould not alfo be acknowledged? 

Is it thus that Mr. Paine treats the grecian and 
roman hiftories? Does he, through mere caprice 
approve of a few, but reject the greater part, of 
the efTential aud important fads contained in thefe 
hiftorics? — Or ihouldy«f A be his condud, would 
thefe hiftories be deemed lefs authentic by men o£ 
■knowledge and difcernment ? 

But it becomes Mr. Paine alfo to confider, 
that Jefus Chrift, if an impoftor, muft have been 
the mo/} impious of men ; re&ardlefs of truth and 
virtue ; guilty of deceit, fallehood and even blaf^ 
phcmy. If thus, what could have tcnjpted him 
to have taught morals /o pure ; to have been fucha 
friend to the equality of man, and to have ex- 
ercikd fucb philanthropy; efpecially, as he 
propofed not to himfcl: any wordily konors nor 
cmolumenis, but voluntarily facrilited his life to 
'ptrft^ the fyftem of religion which he taughtf— 

I M:;tt. iv. 23, 24. XV. 29* Luke vii. lu 

John :;i. ?o. 

+ M;itt. xxviii. 5, 6, 7. Mark xvi. 9. Jolui 
x:.. r,7. 

§ Liikey.xiv. 51. |j Jolin v. 25, 28, 29. 

* Malt. :-^s.v. ii. 
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• : Certainly no one, exce{>t an idiot, or a phrenetic, 
•ould tHus have adted ; ao^ truly tniraculous-would 
It have been iorfuch a cbarader. to have formed 
U> incomparable a fyftem of religion as is Chrif- 
tianity, 2inAfuccefsfully to have introduced it into 
the world; notwithftanding the oppofition it miet 
•with frotn the ignorance, prejudice* and obftinacy 
3Df the Jews; thjc wit and learning; fuperilition 
and idolatry; depravity and loy-e of vice of the 
Gentiles! 

But thefe«^/ttr^/ confequences, refulting from 
Mr. Painefs boncejjxonsy he. had not the I'agacity to 
'difcern ! Happy will it be, if candor and a love of 
TRUTH, ihall yet permit him to befiow on thefe 
coni^lufions that feriou$ attention they fo juftly 
tocrit ! 



■T^yTK.. PAINE profefles* himfelf to be under 
-XVx the influence of reason, and fays* that 
'^^ ilcafon is the moft fonnidable weapon againft 
errors of every kind.'' 

\.,\J^brd BoUngbroke feems to haVe entertained but 
ji' coiifi'Dptibie idea of the ufe «f reafon, -with 
iJCtgard to moral practice, f and Mr* Hume regards 

«<P> V5^> <<5h <<^ *o» *^^ v^ •>;>» 

^ : •< P.6- 

"" -f ff Pieafon, fays^^ he, muft be ivUledmto u^'ion^ 
and as this can rarely happen, vvhen the will is al- 
.ready defceirmined by alFe<^ions, ai^d piifllons, fo 
when it docs happen, a fort of compolition ge- 
•tierally talies ])iace .l^ctwccD tbefe two principles : 
And if the affections and paflions cannot govern 
abfoiutely, . they : obtain more indulgence tVom 
reafon than they dcferve ; or than ihe would fjiew 
Ahem if ihe waienurely free from their influence.** 
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•* All thofc to be fools who rea/bn, or viho believe 
anything."* • ■ '» ' i :- v«; \ 

Reason, hovvcvcr, is a noble -faAMjO'of the 
human foul ; '* It is that power of the ifnind^ fays i 
chriftian writer, f by which we hold, as it were, 
the light of clear and iticonteftible truths to dark 
and difputable queftions, ' and endeavor, by that 
means, to difcover on which (ide of tl^e latter w« 
ought to fix our aflent. 

He whofc ideas^ he adds, of things reprefen^, 
their objects in true and determinate lights, and. 
whofe faculty of realbn is ftrohg ahcT clear, is 
called a judicious man* When this'- faculty is 
properly exercifedon'a koOwableprc^Htion, th# 
refult /houid be denominaced right re^albning, ra« 
ther than right reafon* 

As the oflRce of reafon is not to fupply the 
viind with ideas, but to judge of the conneclioA 



' Hh exprefsly. declares, that '^ The, appetites^ 
paffions, and the immediateipbjeAs af pleafure, 
will be always of greater force to determine us 
tlian reafon.'V . And that, '^amidil the contin* 
gencies which muft apife fron t)ji^ coniHtupon of 
every individual, it. is unneceflary to pr9ve that 
the balance will always preponderate on the fide 
oF appetite,' ' from wt^ch atfe£tioqs arife ; and as 
they grow up afterwards into habit, reafon can- 
not always fubdue jthepi in the ftrongcit minds,^ 
but is by them always fubdued in the weakeft.^' 
AVorks, vol. V. p. 150, 267, 268, 479. 

This injufficienfiy of I'cafpn, vyhich his Lordfliip 
fo juftly del'cribes, might, op rtficclkn hav« 



i\ 



* SeeReid'sfflaysi, vol- .II* p* 404- 
\ The Rev. Ml". Sfceir^ti. ^ .;; -, 
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or difagirceinent between thofe already. rc/ceivei;!^ 
iti^anoohrenrcHe itfelC. on fuch .materials- as 
tlu>re other raculties wliich hol^ intelligence 
w|di obje^sy fupply It witH. This latter li 
we /un4ion of the fenfe^oply^.whicb;^ for tiiit 
purpole> are ,exterx;ia^^ and fet operi^ as fo niafiy 
avenues and inl^tS| to the ingredients of all ouf 
knowledge* It is therefore in vaiii to fay we haVe 
JMiy.proper or immediate idea of/pirit and its ojid- 
rations; or that we have any other fource of do- 
dons than fenfttiori." ' ' '> 

: if this reafonhig is juft^ how vaip is it in men to 
atteokpt to reafon on obje^s they caimdt compt:/- 
ktndf or on which the faculty of reaifon cannot hi 
exercifed > And how prefupnptuous is it to reJe£E 
do^rines as ejcroqeous^and which^ in their nature, 
are inexplicable^ merely becaufe they are indm^ 
irehehjible?^ . ... : 



taught him tie neciffify bfj^ipir/wiikni/. aid; or 
divtnc grad^y^ to enable mankind did}^ to govewt 
Si'eir pdfSons; and alfo", to perfbrm the duty thai; 
God requires of them ; and entertaining y^cA ah 
Bfea, he could not. bilt h^^eHadmired, if sot have 
Unbracid 'th6 chriftian religion* • 

.'. . ; ■■'.■■■ < ■ . - 1 

" • ■ I ■ • ■ - ■ 

' * " Reafon, faysSbamfe J enjms^ Efq.- is indeedy 
the gift of God; as niiich dfe RevTelation ; but if it 
Moilir duty and ihtereft to Cxet-t ourrfeafon in any. 
aegree, it is hot Icfs fo, to confine the exercife of 
it within its proper boundari);^* 

liF, like the jewifti law-g!trer> reafon can be 
ffisde fubfervient tb the gracious defigns of He£«« 
ven, in emancipating us from vulgar errors, and 
in conduAmgbs in the affitirV^f life, let us 'be 
thankful for this gift of God ; but let us not dif- 
dain to fubmit to revelation, which reafon itfelf 
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"The evidences, however, in favor of chriftianity, 
are act of this nature; they are objefts on wbioh 



approves, and which aifords us the faireft proil 
pedis of the land of proinife, and is ordained to 
guide us into the pofleillon of fublime truths and 
everlafting felicity." Lectures addreiled to Ed- 
ward Gibbon, Efq^ Ledlure V. . 

tAr* Jenyns y/^s a gentleman of learning and 
abilities; he, however, renounced chriftianity, 
and moved, many years, in the faihionable, t}iiough 
dark and unfatisfadory circle of Deifin. What 
but the due exercife of his powers of rea/on re- 
claimed him froDi error, and caufed hiin' to return 
to the path of peace and truth? 

The account he gives of his converfion froih 
hifideliry to chriftianity, is in the following wordib. 

'* The well-attefted miracles, fays he, by which 
God hath borne witnefs to the veracity ofhis fcr- 
vants, and to the truth of doftrines delivered by 
them ; the completion of prophecy, and the pre^ 
fent daily fulfilling of fome prophecies; which were 
delivered many hundred years ago, are no incon- 
(iderable evidences on the (ide of revelation. 
JBut the int€rnal'€v\ience of the chrtjitan religiori, 
I haveconfefled,f carries with it an authority that 
has in&ienced my mind more than all the exter- 
nal eviocnce^* It was that which bore down my 
prejudices, and drove from toy heart the infidelity 
that, for many years,. I had unhappily cherilhed.'^ 
Ibid- Lefture VI. 

The caujes of infidelity, mentioned by Mr- 

f Mr. Jenyns publilhed an excellent traft, en- 
titled, V A View of the Internal Evidence of the 
Cbrlftsan Religion.*' 

P 2 



tmurrea/iH can be exerdfed ; and a$ men are in- 
vited to make ufe ef their rational powers befere 
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*Jci^ns, jiiftTy migrit the leridiiS'anfl candid alteh- 
. tidn 'of //f^/ctf/" char afters. 

"If any one is attached to a favOritfe pleafurfe, 
4)r 'eagerly engaged in worldly pnrfuits, incorfi- 
patible with the precepts of chriltianity, he tiiuft 
coiifinue th'ofe piirfuits with utieafinefs, if he be- 
lieves "tKe gofpej; 'but if hie fliall dieteriiiine riei- 
/theritorepeht rgV refbirm, he aviII p'effift in'them 
*\y ith diflatisfaftion and femprfe. Stich, therefore, 
cenVr^Iy cQmnience wwW/Vv^j" in their ownJe- 
jehce'j 'fdi- "the moft "iirifurmounthble, as w el! as 
Xhc moft yfual obftacTes to our belief, arife from 
*jpurpaffiohs, jappetites iaiul interefts. 
. Let the evidence of chriftianity be fuppofcipl to 
|b'e.'t'cn'thoufaiicl times fironger than they are ; 
letitbe'fuppofe'd, that, ihffeid of appearing to his 
'difciple's, afte^ "his 'refiarreftion, Chrift had dp- 
'pedred'to'theJewJlh 'Sanhedrim, aiid to the Ko- 
Vjan Senate; ahcl thatthefegentleiilen.foatfiachecl 
*to*tHe world, fliduld aftually fee niiraculous ciires 
performed on'thcfick, or even the dead raifed to 
life, however they njight be affe^ed for a time, 
'they would not be effedually perfuaded tdfcft x;^ '; 
for we have'pbwer over the eye of the'i^ind, as 
Well as over th'at of the body, to (hut it aga'inft the 
Hrbngeft rays of truth ai^d rcHgion, whenever 
thev become painful' to us." ibid.-Leftufe II. 

See an illuftration of the truth, that human 
depri^vity is a great' fource'bf 'infideirry,"by'the 
Rev. Dr. Edwards, in the IV vol. of the Ameri- 
t:an Preacher. 

For various caufes of infidelity, its unreafonii 
ablenefs and folly, fee Dr. Hammorid^s Woflis, 
yah I. p. id I, 1 88, 194, etfeq. Hocker^s Ecdc- 
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xHcyemirace'tte chriftian religion,'hnppy would 
it be for thei» if they wouTd not rejecl it without 
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fiaftical Polity, Book V. p- 191. Mr. Locked 
Works, vol. II. p'4375 I^r. Barrow's Works, 
vol. II. p. 3, cf feq. and the Rev. Dr. Linn^ 
Difcourfes, juft publiflicd in New- York, on the 
** Signs of the Times/*^ 19, etfeq. 

Tbe following are fome of the caiifes of infi- 
'delity, iUuftraied by the learned and judicious 
©Qcbor Barrow. 

i» IMegUgence, or a total indilferency about 
•religion. 

2. Sloth ; -^n indifpofition to examine into the 
•arguments in fevor of chriftianity. 

3. StupWity, dullnefs of apprehcnfion, arifing 
-from the mifts of prejudice, and the gratification 
x)t (inful paffions. 

.^ 4. Imbecility of judgment, occafionedby pre- 
judice, and partial inclinations to falfehood* 

5. Perverlity of will, which prevents men from . 
embracing fentiraents, oppofed to their evil dif- 
-pofitions. 

6. Hardncfs of heart. 

7. Perverfenefs of temper, that forbids the re- 
ception of every truth that cannot be fully com* 
.prehendcd. 

8. Pride, accompanied with vanity, and an af- 
fci^tion of fuperior wifdom. 

9. Pulillanimity, or the want of fortitude, to 
embrace and pradi^e religion. 

10. Hatred of truths when oppofed to the in- ' 
diligence of vice* 

11. Impatience of reftraint ; a dcterminatidn 
not to be controled by the diftatcs df reafon and 
religion. 

'f2. 'BlindreaVfrtwdcd on prejudice «v4 cttot. 
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the due exercifc of their rcafon, through prcjir- 
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1 3. Corruption of the heart, through the prac- 
tice of evil* 

Every man, fays Doftor Barrow, under this 
head, is unwilliRg to entertain a bad conceit of 
himfelf, and to pal's on hiinfelf a fentence of con- 
demnation. The prc^gate, therefore, will rejcA 
that dodrine, which, iliould he believe, would 
caufe him to acknowledge himfelf to be aperfon of 
folly, and in a ftate of wretched nefs. He cannot 
love that truth which he apprehends is fo great 
an enemy to him ; which treats him with fo little 
ceremony ; which perfecutes himrwith fuch k' 
verity, and which declares to him » meflage fo 
unwelcome! 

It'is obferved by LordBacon, that " Tke caufe 
of alnioil all the errors in the fciences is, that 
while men falfely admire the force and abilitiei 
of the human mind, they are not folicitous to ob» 
tain the afliftance it requires.'' Bacon Nov. 
Organ. Scientiar- aphor. 9. 

What this eminent philofopher feems here to 
have principally in view is, that the learned, in all 
ages, form too high an opinion of the extent of 
their genius ; tiave been- inclined to depend on 
fchemes and hypothefes of their oivn formation^ 
without a due attention to experiments, and thofc 
Mids alfo, which might have furniihed them with a 
more perfect knowledge of the nature of things. 

Thus it hath often happened, that through aa 
imvnoderate conceit of their abilities, men have 
defpifed and negleded the affifiance afforded them 
by divine revelation ; or they have not adhered 
toitsinftructions; they have affefted an air of 
Juperior wifdom, as Do6lor Barrow, in a paOage 
sibovt cited, juftly obferves, and, therefore, hav^ 
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i\ct, die love of guilty pleaA^re^ ambition, pf id^, 
or fome other evil principle !* 

: As chriftianity originated from the great fource 
of truth and teafon, it drc^ads not ifivefifgatioit* 
It is, however, to be deplored^ that the intercftsdf 
this divine fyftem, are often injured through the 
wqnt of a ifue examination of its nature and thtf 
evidences in its favor. Our modern infidels, wha 
woidd be thought to be reafonable beings, aft 
jnoft unreafohably with refpeft to chriiiianity. 
Without a proper cnguiry into the grnius apd 
fruih of this religion, they take upon them not 
drily to difclaimy but to revile it, and commence 
perfe^ rceptics;f or^ without riefle&ion, moft 
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treated mankind, in general, with fuperdSliouf 
contempt ; orthey have attempted to be wifi; above 
\^hat is written; ^' Intruding into thofe things 
which they have not feen, Vaiialy puffed up by theil* 
flcflily minds." Col. ii. it. 

# u Wrong not the chrijlian, think not feafo^ 

yours ; , 

^Tis reafon our great matter holds fo dear : 
^^isreafon^s injured "rights his wrath refcnts ; 
'Tis reafon^s voice obeyM, his glories crown. 
Through reafon^^ wounds alone thy faith can die." 

Young. 
f A certain heathen philofopher, blefled the 
gods for the enjoyment of three privileges;—* 
that he was not a brute, but a rational being ; — 
that he was born^ not in barbarous climes, but in 
Greece ; — that he lived not in the more unculti- 
vated ages, but in the time and under the tuition 
of Socrates* * 
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mreiuloujly adopt a fyflem of Deifm! A religioii 
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With a Mindyo ingin^ous, what gratitude, in all 
probability, would he have exprcfled, had he en- 
joyed the light of the Go [pel ; tlie teachings of 
Chrifi ; teachings which fonie of our Deifts, 
through the wickednefs of their hearts, caluin- 
sdate ; a light whicli, through vice and igno- 
hince, they endeavor to extinguilh ! 

Their ingratitude and guilt, while they expofe 
them to reproach and punifhment, may, how'^v'er^ 
excite our pity! How worthy of their attention 
IS the following language of a popular and judi* 
cdous writer i 

- '* I blefs'the diftioguiflicd goodnefs of provi- 
dence, fays he, that has caft my lot not at AthjenV 
but in EmanuePs Land 1 I fay with wonder and 
gratitude, why did not my exiftence commence 
in thofe osras of religious dotage? Why was not 
my portion confined to thofe regions of barba- 
rnm and dehifion ? Why am not / burning incenfc 
to Idols ; paying fenfelcfs adoration to fculptured 
ilone; or worfhipping, with deteftable ceremo- 
nies, a (let of lafcivibus^ debauched and fcandalons 
Deities?^' 

This ingenious author, thus beautifully escprcffcs 
bimfelf on the ble£[ings derived from the Go/pel; 
bleffings, however, never to be enjoyed by linie^ 
lievers* 

^' In other climes, let myriads of curious in- 
fecls fpin the delicate thread, that foftens into 
velvety ftiffens into brocade, Of flows into the 
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ihejr apprebend^ that w3I indulge them m theif 
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glbfly fattin, .which rcflefts a lovelier glow en th# 
cbcdc of beauty^ We are prefcnted with infi- 
nitely finer robes, in the im|Hited righteoufneft 
of our Redeemer^ and the inherent faniflification 
of his fpirit^ which beautify the foul and prepare 
it for the illuftrious afTeinbly of faints in light, of 
angels in glory ! 

Let eaftem rocks fparkle with diamonds, and 
give birth to gems of every dazzliQg tinfture# 
We have, hid in the field of our fcriptures, the 
pearl of great price ; the white and precious ftonc 
(Rev. II. 7') of perfed abfolution ; a diadem that 
will fhine with undiminiihed liiftre, when all th« 
brilliant wonders of the mine ihall fade, be extin- 
guiihed and loft ! 

Let richer foils nouriih the nobleft plants, and 
warmer funs concodt their cxquifite juices ; the 
lemon, pleafingly poignant ; the citron, more 
mildly delicious ; or that pride of vegitable life 
and compendium of all the blandiOiments of tafte, 
the phie.applel*- We enjoy far more exalted dain- 
ties, in having accefs to the tree of life, whofe 
leaves are for the healing of the'natfons; (Ibid 
xxxii. 2.) v/hofe boughs are repleniihed with a 
never-failing abundance of heavenly fruits ; and 
the nutriment they difpenfe is blifs and immor- 
talit)^ ! 

I-et iberian vines fwell the tranflucent clufter, 
and burlt into a flood of generous wine ; let the 
tofcan olive cxtrait tlie fatnefs of the earthy and 
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MCfit) without coatrol, ai^d.alfo, wi^ut punllh< 

jnent ! m_ 
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mt^t into a left mel^'^iuous fiream* W« ihall oeiU 
tbier ^Qvy nor covet thefe inferior gifts^ fo long 
i3 we may draw w^ter out of the wells of falva- 
9yon ; fo long as we may revive that unftion from 
il^ holy one ; (I John iu 20-) thofe influences 
pf the comforter^ which not only make a chefirful 
countenance y but gladden the heart ; imparting 
fuch a refined fatisfaftion, as the whole world clan- 
jQot give ; fuch permanent enjoyments as uo ca- 
Jamicies caa deprive us of ! 

• 

' Let s^thiopian mountains be ribbed with mar- 
ble^ and peruvian mines be emboweled ^yith gold* 
We want neither the impenetrable quarry, nor 
the glittering ore ; havihgin our adored Mcffiab^ 
a fure foundation for all our eternal hopes^ and ^ 
inexhnuAible fund of divine treafures ! 

Be it fo that our ids is but a creepiug drqp ; 

and the thames itfelf no more than a fcanty^i- 

ver, compared with the magnificent fweep of the 

.gauges, or the ftup«ndpus amplitude of rio de 

la plata. The wretched natives, while on the 

: banks' of thefe (lately rivers, ai-e at a diftance from 

all the fprings of true confolation. Whereas we 

have a fountain, a river that ifluesfrom the ocean 

of eternal love! With incomparable dignity, and 

with equal propriety, it is fliled the river of life I 

(Rev. xxii. i*) It vifits the houfe of mourners 

and revives the fpirits of the forrowful ! It makes 

.glad the city and confers happinefs on the fervants 

of our God! It quickens even the dead, and every 

dbumau beingthat drioks of HswajLerj lives forever j 
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It is not eafy to prevail with men to rcafon at- 

• « 

Let the afiatk ifland^ boaft their mountains of 
myrrh and hills of . frankincenfe. Let arabia* 
groves, with a fuperior liberality, diftil theii* heal-' 
itag gums, and ripen, for vigorous operation, their 
vital drugs. We have a more fovereign remedy, 
than their moft powerful reftoratives, in the great 
Mediator's atoning bl«od I We have a more re- 
frefhing banquet than all their mingled fweets, in 
commemorating his paflion, and participating of 
ins merits ! 

In /hort, we have an equivalent, far more than 
•an equiv*ilent, for all thofe choice produdlions 
Vv'hich bloom in the gardens or balk in the orch« 
^rds of the funl We have a gospkl, rich in pre- 
vious privileges, and abounding with ineftimable 
promifes j we have a Saviour full of forgiving 
goodneft, and liberal of renewing grace I Ac 
whofe aulpicious approach, fountains ipout aniidll 
the burning defart ; . under whofe welcome foot- 
fteps, the iandy wade fmiles with herbage, and 
beneath his potent touch, the wildernefs Iwds and 
bloilbnis as a rofe ! (Ifai* xxxv» i.) 

Or, to fpeak more plainly, the de folate and 
barren foul brings forth thofe fruits of the ipirit, 
whJLb are infinitely more ornamental than the 
ClktTi gems of fpring ; infinitely more beneficial 
than the falubrious llores of autumn ! 

We. lijive a Saviour, tell it out among the 
heathen, that all the nations of the earth may 
parcike of the gift, whofe radient eye brightens 
tenhvely on/ucfj a fiibjci^t as tliis, who are under 
the domination of their fenfual aflfe(^ions and 
appietites ;. wkoare poiftfiedby mdolence ; devo- 
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tentively onfuch a fubjeft as this, who arc under 
the clominatioa of tlicir:Jfei;ifual. affections and 
appetites ; who arepofleilcd by indolence ; devo- 
ted to amufement^; or who ^re the ftaves of am- 
bition or avarice. But, unqueftionably, if the 
voice oireafon is worthy oS regard ; if ther^ is any 
thing that merits/Jr/Oi^ attention, it is, whether 
chriftianity be true oi*'falfe I 

the gloomy path of afilitWon I Whofe efficacious 
bleflmg makes all things work together for the 
good of his people ! (Kom. viii. 2 8.) 

. Dkath, gilded by his propitious fmile, even 
DEATH itfelf, looks gay ! Nor is the grave, un- 
dcr his benign adminiftratioH; any longer a den 
of (leihudioii, biit a ihort and iliady avenue to 
thofc iniHiortnl manfions, whofe foundations are 
laid with faphires ; whofe windows are of agate ; 
the gates of carbuncle, and all the borders ofplea- 
faiic Hones I" (Ifai. liv.. 1 1, 12.) 

• But what are the blefling* of deism? What 
foundation doth it. afford for happinefs, here or 
hereafter ? Thedcifl^ in wretchtclnefs and blind- 
nefs, gropes his way thi'ough this world of time, 
and, at length, ftumbling on death, he plunges in- 
to eternity, with extreme uncertainty whcrher he 
flniU exi(t or not, beyond the grave ; or if heihal! 
rot be annihilated. by death, without any rational 
hope, that he lliall enjoy felicity ! How ftrangc is 
it, therefore, that there ffconld be even a fmgle 
perfon, bled with the excrcife of his reofan and 
and delirous of happinefs, who (I'.ould incline to 
prcftr dtlfm to chriftianity ; darknefs to light ; 
/^iri :q pkaiurc; death to life! 
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If this fyftem of religion is divine ^ how will 
thofe to whom it is publiflicd, and who, v\hen in 
their power, negled a due enquiry into its authen- 
ticity, and yet difclaim it, be enabled ^ojujlify their 
condudl before the gr^at;-uler and judge of the 
world ? And does not fuch conduijt evince thofe 
chargeable with it, to be wholly influenced by 
folly and dcftitutc of all pretentions to reajhn ? 

All that chriftianity requires, with refpeft to 
its validity, is a perfe£i examination ; wJiether the 
fafls on which its divine authority is fupported, 
are not fuch as could reafonably be delircd, fup- 
po(ing them to. be true, and which would be 
deemed fufficient in any other cafe ? 

Whether the original records of chriftianity 
have not all the charafters of genuine fimpliciiy, 
lategrity and a lincere regard for truth; and 
have not been'tranfmittetl to us wiih ah cvideiice 
fuperior to what can be produced for any wril- 
ings whatever ? 

Whether the idea tWs religion gives us of the 
deity i& not fuch as tendis to render him, in our 
eileem, moil; amiable and venerable; toimprefs 
our hearts with fuperlative love to God, and widi 
an holy aw« of him as the wife and righteous gp- 
Tcrnor oif the worLcl ; a lover of order ; the x^ 
warder of virtue and the punifher of vice ? 

Whether, the precepts of the goipel are not 
perfeAIy pute,. anjl calculated to exalt our na* 
tures to an hig& ciegrcc of moral excellence i 

Whether the tiKiivifeft' defign of this difpenft. 
tioB of mercy, is not to promote the honor of 
God, the happitiefs of mankind, and the impor- 
tant intepefts 'bf virtue and piety ; to excite us to 
worihip God with ' pQre devption ; lo exercife 



jiiflice, equity and tienqyolericc to each othieir; 
to fubdue our finful paffi€H>s arid affections; inH 
to promote in us h\*iinility arid' meeknefs ; fihcfr- 
ity, tertipcraoce, cHiiftity and every 'other virtue ? 
And whether any motives, more engaging, could 
poilibly be exhibited than thpfe of chriftiahity ? 

Doth it not propofe the moft perfe<^ pattern, 
even God himfelf," in his imit Ale moral exeellcn* 
'ties, for our imitation ? 

Doth it not difpby all the attrtiftibns of rcr 
deeming love to allure and captivate. our hearts f 

Does not th^ gofpel affora.th^ gr^ateft.ehcpii- 
ragcment for the moft finful. of men to repent, 
and to forfake their evil ways, and moll gracjouf- 
ly proraifc them aid in the pcrfonnance of their 

duty? ' •• '— - .-. :• r-.. ; 

Does not this divine fyftem^.,c:^citc in iis.tW 
moft glorious profpe^ anc( the moft.. fublime 
hopes ? Does it not propofe fuch resyards as arc 
fuitable to affeft rational and genej^-ous' minds; anii 
•0 produce not a fervile fpirit, but ^ru^ gre^^p^s 
of foul ; to wit, an happiriefs corififthig in' tfre 
perfeftion of our natures, in a confdrmi'ry to God, 

'and the etewial enjoyment of him"; and in tlife 

defined pleafures refultiilg from the focicty of an. 

•geliof purity and the foiritsof nift men made pef- 

*' But' fuch fnveftigatlons Tntb thfe nature vmi. de» 

f^ftof the chriftlan religion, it is 'moft probabl*, 

\\ ere never made by Mr. Pa5he ? His knowledge 

.of religion, in gencr^],;iapp^ar« -to.be ex^retneJy 

fpperfidaU W hat^ for iiiftance, but his Igrtt^ 

ranee of the mythology ftJF ^h^ apcientS| couUl 

< caufe him to aifert, that, /^ajl the. .Gods of tl>e 

Aciithen.aiythoJogy,.exfep^ Saturn,, were of .m«>- 
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4crn invcntipn ;''* and that chriftianlty original 
ted from paganifm.f 
It is in poliiicks cuily that Mr* Paine appears to 



• Egypt, after the dehige, may juftly l>e re- 
garded as the parent of kioiatry . and fables, as 
well as of the arts and fciences^. 

Diodorus Siculus, who, with great attention, 
collefted the Egyptian traditions, mentions, that 
their great Gods were eight in number, and that 
lhcy«« and vulcan were prior to faturn* Sd true 
is it, ** that all the Gods of the heathen mytholol 
gy, were of modem invention ^ except iatum !" 
See the mythology and fables of the ancients, by 
the Abbe Banier, Vol I. p. 48, 69, j^y ^^5} 49^^/ 
495- * 

It is remarked by Deraocritui, that '* truth 
lies at the bottom of a well." From the above 
recited inftances only of Mr. Paihe's ignorance 
and errw. the reader may form a tolerable idea, 
h(fwfar he hath penetrated into the 'well of facred 
truth and knowledge ! 

f Divine revelation commenced in the infancy 
of the world. A Saviour was promifed to Adam 
in thefe memorable words ; ** I will put enmity, 
faid God to the ferpent, between thee and the 
woman, and between thy feed and her feed ; it 
fhall bruife thy head, and thou (halt bruife his 
heel." Gen. iii. 15. 

This premife.was renewed to Abraham, (lb- 
«• 3.) to If;^.(Ib. xxiy. 4.) and to Jacob (lb. 
xxviii. 14.) Vndfcthe .Mufaic difpenfation, thfc 
charaAer of the Mejiah wasdeiiiinated; histiUe^^ 

E a 



rea(ba with any <Iegree of propriety^ • *R is 'ift tlife 



offices and divme fniflWyprwere eaipreffed ; be was 
exhibited, as. the Saviour. of men,^ under various 
types and figures, and numerous prophecies were 
bttcred concermng^'hiin"; particularJy/'Nvith rie^ 
fped: to his birth ; the nation, tribe and fanrily he 
w.a3^o defceiid from ; the periotl iii \Ahich;he 
|hpuld .Make his appearance ; th^ reception -he 
jlipuld meet vvitfi lu the world ; foine of! tpe mir 
rajajcshe fhould perforin ; the fuiE^ringshe Ihou'xi 
IWidure; die d^atli he JhiDuld die; and alfbhjs 
refuiTeftjoD from the dead and afcenfion into heir 
yqn* Indeed, the jfwiih dilpenfatioji "w.^ onl/ 
tnfardtory to the chriftian ; the former is the bai 
lis'of the lattCr^s aiid is infeparably connefted 
\vithiti. ■• ** 



, « 

Thjf divine Saviour Cff men appeals to the 
.writings of the old teilament for the truth, of his 
miffion.. ** Search the fcriptures, faid he to the 
Jew s, for in^ them ye think ye have eternal lifcj^ 
and they are they which teftify of mc'' Johu 
y. 19* *' Tlicre is one, he adds, that accufetfi. 
ou, even Moles, in whom ye truft. ForhatI ye 
elieved Mofes, ye weutd have believed me, for 
he wrote of me." And ** all things, fays he, 
iiiuft be fulfilled which were written m the Faw of 
Mofcs, and in the Prophets, and in the FfahaiSj^ 
ioncierning me*"* Lukexxiv. 44* 

The apofUes alio, refer to the old teftament to» 
prove that Chrift was the Saviour p'roinifed to the 



I 



-fieU alone h^feeins ci^^ble of gathering burels. 



' .!. -«., 



tcr the way Trfuch'tnry'call Kerefy, faid Saint 
P^ul, fo worlhip^I the God of my fathers, be- 
lieving all tilings which are written in the law and 
the propliets* I contihoe witncfling both to fmaU 
and grear, faying nc?ne other things- than tbofe 
"which the prophets and Mofes did fay ilioald 
come ; that Chrift flionld ftrffer, and that he 
ihould be the firft that Ihould rife from tliedesd.*^ 
lb* xxw. 14. xxvi. 22, 23. And " thofe tilings, 
faid Saint Peter; that God before had iheved, by 
the month of all the prophets, that Chrift fliould 
fuffer^ he hath fulfilled-'^ Ib.iii:i8. ■ '; 

By attending to th'e temr of the factecf wrff- 
fcgs, we perceive, through a tra«5t of time not lei's 
than four thoufand years, the rays of divine re- 
velation, finl fluning on Adaih, but, in fucctflivi 
ages, glowing with greater ardor, and all concent 
Urtd ill Jesus Christ, and perfsciedh^i him ? 

Mod Jnft,. therefore, x^as the decta ration of aft 
apodle ;"that ^' Goi> at fundry time^, andiii divers. 
manners, fpake in times palt unto the fathers by 
the prophet! y but, that in thefe laft days, he* hath 
fpoken unto «5 by his Son., whom he 'appointed 
Iieir of all things, and by whom hr made tht 
vorlds**' Heb. i* i, 1. And* tnoft ti*uc it is,, 
that under the legat difpenfation, the beams of 
ieavenly truth iHumed, aniirated, and confoU 
«d the faithful Ifreclites ; for '* they, all-died in tb^t 
fcith, not liftving re<Jeiv«*d tfhc;prptwifes, but harV;. 
Tog feeii them afar off; ^ere perhiadieKl Oft the»ii„ 
azid embraced thexii, ind.-confefl^d;-th4t ,tbc)F 
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.Wbm be atumpts to £oar into 4e:^hl|nie t^g^ 
ens of religion, 'me foon ceafe to behold Mr* Paine, 
afid he as ibon lofe^ iight of CoMiS^ON Sense ! 



AS^Mr. Paine exhibits hi^ ifc^/V<?/ creeds for 
our acceptance^ .it may not be improper to 
fbeil^vy OP it a little attention* 

*' I believe," fays.be, *Mnone God and no 
more ; •and I hope lor happinefs beyond this life*'' 



were ftrangers and pilgrims on £arth, and there- 
fore fought a better country, even one tiiat is 
Ijegyenly*'' lb* xi. 13, j6. 

Tfiefe things being conGdered, we perceive, 
|hat chriiHanity is o^ divine origin ; that it is alto- 
gether unconne^ed with the mythology of the 
-ancients, and therefore that the aflertion of Mr. 
Paine, that it took its rife from it, is a ftriking 
cvttlence, either of his ^ro/> ignorance of the chrii- 
p^ religion, Qr the great impiecy of his heart ! 

i. So far, • indeed, was chriftianity from deriving 
|}ven the leafi aid from the heathen ,mytholog>'^ 
i^^is an indubitable truth, that whatever excellence 
jMsrtanis to any ancient pagan fyftem of religion, 
ft was derived irom divine revelatim ; as is clearly 
jnanifeli from hiftory» See weekly mifcellaay^ 
3^01.. I* p. a7< *to 294. . JRafwfay's philofophical 
liciitcipieei^ '^^;lTPf 8 \g, lai* Jones's difquKir 
fms^%^ -p. 7j|*.. RoUin'js beUefi le^tres^ voL i» p 
f84> Cticq*.k».rpt 449r.et fe^. 
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" T believe the equality of man,- and I believe 
that religious duties confill in doing juftice, loving 
mercy, and endeavoring*to make oar fellow crea- 
tures h^ippy*^** 

Tills is the whole of Mr. Paine^s belief* tTovi^ 

concife I But how imperfe£f J How much mferiSr 

to feveral other deiftical creeds ; ' particularly 

the fyftem of deifm, embraced and publiflied bj 

Lord Herbert, more than an ^ige ago / ,''^ 

• • ■ ,• ■• * . 

Whatever progrefs hath been made in" the ^rfx 
^ndjiiences, in this age of reafon, it is certain that 
DEi SM remains in STATp quo, or hath no dccef^ 
Hon of knowledge and excellence to boaft of ! But 
jMr. Paine's creed, fuch as it isj (hall novf be no^ 
ticed.f 



■ . ^p. o. •••■:'■■ 

': . . r ■ ■ ■ ' • ■ 

t The , name of detfi is applied • t6 thofe wlii 
reje<}: divine revelation. It is-faid to have been 
firft afiumed about the middle of the iixteenth 
century, by fome gentlenien iti France »nd Italy, 
who were defirous to cover their oppofition fo 
the chriitian risligion, by an a^peilkdou mor« Ho- 
norable thaii that of /i//f^(/?/» 

:■! The firfl:.author.tlut mentions them- is Viret, a 
divine of eminence among the firft reformers ;. 
.vho, inthc.cpiftledcdicatoiy preiixed lo'thefe- 
cond volume of .his inftruftion chretitnne, which 
4»'as published in : 1563, . notices vfomc perfonjt, at 
that tunev. rwho called • thcxnfclves by at ntiar name, 



fie <^ believes in one God and no more.'' 1 

Thefe, he fays, profefled to believe in a G 
J)ut Aewed no regard to. Jefus Chrift, and cc 
dered the doftrines of the apoftles and evangel 
as fables. He adds,tliat they ridiculed all rehgi 
though fome of them profeffed to believe in 
fcimortality of the foul ; others were of .t^hp 
curean opinion/ in this poinc^ and alfo refpefi 
t^e providence of God* 

Modera. delfts are diftinMiflicd by fome oft* 
own, writers, into two claucsi mortal and imn 
tal. (See oractes of reafon, p. 90.) 
latter iackndwTedve a future 'ftate ; the for 
deny it, or, it leaft, reprefent it as very unceri 

Lord EdwarSTEferbcrt, iriay juftly be regai 
as the moft eminent of deiftical writers, and* it 
vera] refpefts, fuperior to all who have fuccec 
Um, and wJm>, in their fentiments, are perpetv 
^t varience with each other* 

, His firft puUkatiofi in fav^ir of deifm^ v: 
. j6-Z4^. He was the firft that foimed deifm ic 
y^a»(, which he raiuccd tb the following- faea 
I. That there is one fupreme God* 
2- That he is chiefly to be worfliiped. 
; . ^> That piety and:virtUBe are the principal 
^f his worihip* 

.' -4* That we muft repent^of our (ins; an< 
.ive do fo, God will pardon them* 
y. ^t That theie are rewards for good men, 
^imiftifDcnts for bad tneo, in a future Itate* 

His lordihip obferves, that ^' all the dodr 
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iminenfe fabric oftht univerfe cotdd be the pri|i» 



taught in the fci^ipttiFeSy 2^ at the eftablifiimenc 
of thefe five catholic articles 7 th;it there is nd 
facrament^ rite, nor cersmony enjoined in the fa- 
cred writings^ but what aims^ or feem to aim^ at 
the eftabliihmetjt of the Aild articles*'' (See hi* 
reafoDS at the end of his t^WvIo laicu) And be 
cxpreflly declaresj.ln that treatife, (p. 28) that 
** it vvas far ftxnn his intention to do harm to tbe. 
beft reUgien, as he ftiles chriftiauity ; or the true 
faith; but rather to eftablifli that and the religion 
of nature.'' 

' ' ■ -i 

He, however, inveighs promifcuoudy, as many 
deiftical authors have done iince, againft all pre. 
tendons to* revelation, withont msdung ziB/iifi^m 
on between that which is true and that which is 
falfe. 

Though Lord Herbert difclainied all pretences 
to divine revelation made to others ^fo enthuJiGflic 
was he, that he feems to havebeeu perfuaded that 
a manifeftation from Heaven was made to bin^elf 
in favor of detjm / 

His book de veritate, was his favorite work ; 
but being doubtful whether he ihould fupprefs it 
or noty he addreiTed hiinrelf to the deity, for lUf 
formation on the fubjecl. . 

" Being thus doubtful, faid he, iwmy chamber, 
one fair day in the fumraer, my cafement being 
open towards the Couth, the fun ihining clear and 
00 .wind ftirripg, I took my book de veritate in 
my hand, and kneeling, on my knees devoutly i'^ 
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liiiAion 'only of chat Being, of all Selfigs^ wbou 



tbefc. wordB* O -tJroa eternal God/ authofr of 
iJus light \vhich qow Ihines upoiLnie^ and giv«r of 
Sill inward illuminations ; I do befeech tbee, of 
thine infinite goodnefs, to pardon a greater re- 
%\xc(i than a'fixuier ought to make : I a^i not fqlis^ 

jSc^enongh whether. Ijfliill publiHi tl;is;bQpk.; ^^ 
k. be for thy glory, I beftecb thee :giy.e .vneyi;»tf 

^K froin heaven ; if not, I ihall lAippief; !;• 



/ I had £3 f«on.er fpQketi tfaefe. words, he adds, 
but a loud, though yet gentle noifc, cairic forth 
from the heavens (for it was like nothing on 
e^ii'Ch) which did fo chear and comfort me; that I 
took my petition sls granfr J, and that- 1 had the 
Jign dejtjianded ; whereupon I refolved to pi^blifli 
tny.book.'' . ...m ,...'..,' 

Mr. Pa/ne, it fec.ms, was not yS coftfcirntious 
tiefore he publillicd his age of'rea/bn ; and as this 
book and Lord Herbert's <^«//V/i^ contradi^ each 
. othfer, they cannot botk be true ; and, doubtlefs, 
Mr- Paihe riuift regard his IdrdJhip to have beea 
a great cnthujiaji J 

Hapjjy IS Jt that the evidences of the truth of 
chrillianity, reft not on fofreblfi a, ba(is as does 
}!h\s faffcied teftiinohy ^f I-,ord Herbert, in favor 
of his Icliemc of deifm I 



.i^ 



■ S;iint Paul's converfiori to the chriftian frfith 
"was fuddcn and miraculous ; anfd l>ow very dfjfer* 
i*«ris the leftiHiony in favor x'if his converlion, (rom 
the evidence that Lord Herbert fuppdfed he Ii^ * 
in behialf of hisdeifticalbook? * .' - » \ j ^^ 



1i 
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^ ieoommzwGcfB ; be aIon« 't^as capable of 

-.,-'.-• i ■»• ■ f I > I ' • ■ i' • *■ 



«tfH **>% *^» 'O^ «♦• «0» V^ ^^» 



His lordfhip fought a (ign from heaven ; he 
ardetidy ifefif^cK^t/'anii'itis i^ Uiii^eafbnbble to 
belie ve> chfat be^^^liUy deemed -tUitt t6 be ^ figu 
Which wa's t\^% f6, b^t produced by dUlant thun-i 
der or fonfte olhefip nfatuifal catjfc ; for as prepq/^ 
fiiffhd as htd'iim«agiftaiti§a was, be' heard no voice- 
no articulate language declaring the ^vine will ; 
nor was there any but himfclf to witnels the ini- 
«gii\»^^lftec«^a^n'ihhfe'fav6r^ :y ' 

- But Saifit' PdOl-ft^jpfeAcd mj}gn from heaven 
ift favor of (fe|.yeligi6n of Tefus ; on the coifitfa» 
t^'f^ nrind was* t^^icte withi pW!Ju<Sces igainft it ; 
he was then going to Dttinafcus, wkh a- oommif* 
(ion from the high prieft, to feiite the difciples of 
Ciottety to lliavtf tlieiii putliihl^d, and was perfuad- 
ed that it was'h^' duty th^s ioaft^' 

■ . • . r r » , 

.. .... -. "I..'-,' ' t ■ . •■ 

. • M ».•..! ; '. .. . . 1 ■ : \ 

TTie^rrfpJi^ h*aveh that flionc 

round about^ilnf^Svas difcernt^d by Ks companions, 
who hea^J'^sHi^ 't}kt/i^^rnlkiitd vmcdHLiax addrelT* 

ed the i^flle; 




InAantaneotts and great \yas the change in his. 
fentiftients tfrtdldifpofitlo'n 5 'v^Jt^put hiiman inftruc- 
ti6h^ -he became^ ^iis ih'i^<>rhent','pcrfeftly ac- 
quainted with the igHrfftiah^efij^im. i Which occa- 
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ciare]his*glory, apd the (ilent voice of unnumber- 



k^ «Oi '-^» «0> '.«^ t^» v^^ vc>. 



t;' 7 r: /. *:?.H moil (iv:) r SdjiUcJl ' ritlbt&i* 'H. 



ty -three :XW£s fft^$Ui§.ftvf ^)l ^Ift ;Tbi.t (hg gdfc 




Saint Paul was e^;^ ifM^ithe^^!^ 4*/^«?ni§« 
nary gifts of the Foly Ghoft, and had a power of 
aHnmupif?4»^g'.ti^ef«r 0ft^i^f^m!fl ^^^ taf»So- 
fitiqiji of his h;irid^:i\?..j;he rw^gi/of l?fri^ j -arxd.inf 
this fefo'ed ^sicne her >vas alf^r^^abi&i^ l^o perf&i^ 

the.moftftwH«?l4oi«k«^t%/;;i^ ,v:.'/ 311 

i . f:oi{ifjt"i. 3:.i :i. : 3 •' -. ^:j .i-KT i!gjx< oiL iirioi' not! 

Tjot be dfcelvtd /^'gj/^^r^ajd Jpj!*'^lt^lbe^e- vJrihij 
;77/'/«)/ ivttnejprs .• And he gave the highe.ft poflible 

inviolable atUj^erepge.-^p jc?hrij[tiarv*j^i;:/lb0«?g;b fe^i 
thepeby f jKppfi^c}. jiiinfrff -^^ %\^ .fev(ifit^i|)j?r5feirt-^ 
tions ; to the lofs of all worldly honpjS.wi;*^ e.i(>plf> 
uments, and to the greateft labors and I'ufterings ; 
wWiJi hq rendvT^eii >^tl)^'iljc^|^aEM?!ft^ 
e;.xn .vvjirii; a.djv^ineiflsiBJffttjptbjf fee ' J|aMin|g?.b»t9fi 

above. * .ir:,ft 

, • Sud\,ai?. evidence, in .fay9rjTof ,cbryii^55^,.>vq0fd 



<t ^ ^ 




in the cxiilcnce of Gods, or of a G^fPtttf t^ai^i 






f»li^T»?6HVtfP«fisffiad;'*f^ trie i^c^i^^affoi^' ui 
figns of f&Kure things, wherein, if ^d^SH! i^^^y* 




_j.^fforfi ft*eiiaitJiHV_^ 

tility of the earth and many other benefits. 



«*S> '.^ • c^** rf> • r* J^ •■<>» l<& ' #•*» ■■ 




The JFourth and greateft caufe, id Ih^Aii^il^ 
ty and revolution of the heavenly bodies ; the fun, 
ihbbH ^rid '{^'Myhlitk' aiftln£^ic^,:'Va^i#^/It»^iiuk 
tf >^ahd'brdcfj^,'1hl; - vefry: -af^dtaacMf^df WUth Ued 
ekli'As; thaft'they^ w^r^ notltti^tf byi cfeiti^^'^' - *' 

,^f If tbefe^lft ;ro«i«tfhitfgnf!-4Mi|un^ -Md.' dhi^f^ 
fippirs, whiditii^ mitld, r^ot^i^a^e^^Mfid' fiM^il^ 
ties of-ift4^<£Otildtuilhtm4kt^ :ihil v#)l!»iri]fa4lff^i^i$ 
better than man ^ but celeitial things, and aV^^kJc^^ 




1^ ^n 

It though the light of nature is fufieii^fi^tQ 
teach men there is a Goo, hath it been iufficient 

fo to imprefs f^ tthtWV^^k-l^P ^ ^^^^'^ of' the 
unity of God, as to prevent their acknowledge- 

A celebrated dcHlical Writer juRfy ofejtfves^ 

ence^ yet tbe ignorance and >nexperler^J^^I^^I 
kind, muft have occaConed them to have "enter*. 

mfi0 9mr\l ,fJ'n::I . .. vr -li v.i.JiA.'to ^&- ': 
fenfe, would occaiion them to imagine a variety 

by man ; there is, therefoire, fomcthiqfc • wgijp^ 
inade them that is better than xnan, andWhat is 

If Chei^ fepqgQ4> v/baj cao;^hci« be |n n^HiJri^ 
bWcrw^ raaftif Cp¥ jll M» only is if€i?fpni,,tib?ft 
whicbngtbi^ i«iP0r4 e?c«BUeiit ?.,:^,far a.jcni^.|j^ 
think there is nothing in nature better than him- 
frt^ itgf^t ^rog^c^'; tfliarffifi \\m^h^h ftmc- 
thi[pg:l^tfter#.wd> ,(fonf«€ja(en?ly, Aerc i^^r G<>d-'^ 
$t^li9i(!Si : Uym «fi tbf pUkCQpbor^ . pure vuxk 
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ftic ufacuhi vailed rewn of itiankind, ^ tb' lidi? 
derftandings not fufficiently informed* 

He alfo adds, ^'Thit polytlfclftiii* and the con- 
fequence of it, idolatry, were avowed and taugjit 
by T^iflatoi*s ^rid^phSbfophex^^ ; and that tjfejf 
p5^4tted' inbf c eafily, bfecaiife they wer^ monf 
cdWfbrmablfe to tiie h^mzA nifind,-^to ^t^c belief 
of wie ftrft ihtelligent caiufc, Ac Jble credtdr, prt-* 
fetver and governor of all things*^* '«'. 

But a very 

iff 'aiiy -ifcge, sq^ ^ , __ ^ ,, ^ ^ 

<*^i«#36rtlW^ deity i^biit hsvt livedo th^ wc 
%rior»!^ te4 ^idoTatry ^ ' wprtMiping. the I^ 
nwHW, ft ai^; birds, *^!)e^> fiflieisij' plant*,' mfeftr 
and reptiles* And, as *' edftfetjuencfe'-' of tMs ig.- 
norance of th« true God(, they have lived in the 
nioft utinatural arid d^eftkBtt/'vices ; a catalogue 
of *wiiich is recorded by Saint Paul, in the hrft 
chifiter 'of his e^iiftle t6 thie-kt}r6^s4■ 
:f An early father of the chriftiaa churdr, con^i 
trajffs the mon^f of chriftiajis and pagans ; after 
hivTpcg nientloned \f6ine of tfafelr dtfej}abh vtcesy 
aLt\6ih¥^Qfii€'vfriu€^ of chriftians, he thus pro- 
ceeds. ' 

^' ir%e coriterf d aboot mbd^iation, with refj^ 
fa' Worldly greathdS, behold' Pythagoras^t^tiv^- 
tyT>miy W Thurium s^nd Zeno at Priene f But a • 
ehrijiletn has-not^the-attibttioil to afpire, even to ' 
the office of an sedile* 

F a 



^ reli^«^i,,ga,y^ ■fjujextrcinely, <fcfe£Uvc^¥v 

of ip^;alic^,3nd inculcated vtSy uawoxtby iaeasa^ 

God. 



J If weceinpare.efjfi»)/mff^^ ii^t;p^tftr I^air^^e 
Jeftreyed l>iiofelf, bcca'ufe t}^ 'ft^s.ttff^ble Uf eji-t 

rjcdedttje leverityei EiEiasys,; but-a chrtfitaiif. 
ajter cDndemoatieti, is abte to retnra tbaiijc; tft 
thufe who have coDdeir.ned him* 

^a;.H.<^rl^fi^M hM the "^me ef Jm^uly ftv.eo a^: 

«jongl^i«FO«piesoi"kisf4Eh. ,■■.■■. 

. I^o vit ^ifpaieiKoit inniiiitjf/ Cf>nCidpf tfigt, 
^^oWf.cQUJd Dot enjoy la iniielif 'tilt, vi'ithpfi(je,.hc 
compelled his, ffjei^ilgCBij^s^ttaljt below l^in j,> 
but that a ckrifiuin is net arrogant, "but nioiiefl and 
Iiuiuble, eveiL'tAWMtdc '«a<«iraiT^, \tben in his 
power. ,.;j ,,, , ■ , . . 

Jnfiotte « a» a ^'op fiattervr of Alexander ; 
ard Plato fiauere^ii'iwr^i^i; biuchii/tians fiap- 



■ jfrifiipfus ill his goqile, aod; andef the gfrat- 
<ft Ihew of gcavity, -^tif ati acrapt dibeuchet ;. but- 
temperance und fobtittji niarl( ihe chrtjtian cbacac- 
ler." Kecve's apol«gie?,»j^.th? fal^f*, vuU I. . 
P- 33* lis- ' ' .-,: . - . ■ 
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lobome* . ...-..;...■. :. 

. Seuaca tdl$ ^ thoTe to woHbip God wjbo %nlsw 
Ij^inJ' and ignoraiitly ,ap4 Pl^fi^<Ap^uou% fiiy4^ 
^^. let giulpfopby laal^e n^ ^^//tfi w^^tb CipD^f^- . 

F^rro enmnerates' not lefs than two bmnliieii 
«wij ei^l^tyie'mht opinioof ccniqen^g ;rte PiJi/ 

. *'^ If is not e^Vyt^ys^faniibScitrry tq inow- w^: 
God wUl i:^ P^^fp4 yy-^t^^r^Pl^^^'W^)?^ii932|e4'4(e»* 

com verfe4 W^H.;^; AdcI; Epi^efi^ fay 5,. .^, .^yeiji y 
one muft Sacrifice according ifo the cuftooi of his 

Mott of ttkft pUilofphers jdtajedfelf.miu-cler, i 
and feveral : unnatural vices* iBut Few Qf.tlie.a!|. 
acknowledged tbe.z/;r/V/ of Qod^ and cbofiET m^I^. 
d^ To H^ ere reposed to^bf} at hfiits» ^ j : ^^ 



• ■ ' . f ■ - ■■••«,•■ 1 ' • : J ' ' ■ ' .1 

,Jf;*n|4j\lw aijfert^^ as a fti-iousf tfatljv<,'Aat.;thi|j« 
ftcqngefljjhatjfcirai cabiliqies ;■ ,tbc .rpoft pr^HUAii 
kajcoYi^;] tl?^ mofl. fuljtl^. rejafoomg&. ,on,.q^«rf** 
truth^/a]{Ldthe,(k^peii refearches in^inatapi^fil^t; 
are infumcient to perfuade men ptat^icalfy to bof- i 

Eeye. ip, Qiftp* ; j .' ■:■ 

The mataphyfical proofs of GTod, as Mr* Pafcal 
juftly oblervcs, are" XpLveiryJntticatir, and fo far 
removed from the common rcafonings of men, 
that they ftr ike the mind with bui^ little fort^ 
cm:» at beft^ the impreiTion caotii^^cft^-.bui^ % ih£iri(L 



t ^ > 
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EM, dnd ta^nMtfd; ^hfe t^iy' neA hour, ' ftlj 
fe bto tlicir dijedteufies/arid fcai*s and fuTpl- 
cions of being deceived^ ' t - »" 

Alf the arsnmcnts of this-abftrafl: kind are not 
ai)}<to coiKjtift ds farther than zfpeculative know- 
kdge of God *'ind to.knoAv him only thus, is, in 
eifettt, not to know, hiin to any valuable purpofe* 

\'*An who fcek'GoJ, withont Jcfos Chrift, can 
flievdr attaiii fikh light in their enquiries,' ias wili 
afford theraettue fatisfaaion, or 5c of real utility •■ 
For either they advance not fo far as to know that 
tkere is a God • or, if they are convinced of th» 
truth, they foroir to themfelves a mode of coramtr- 
nicating with the deity, independent of a medial- 

tOt*^'ancf*the'refofe,' unavoidaWy berome deifts*^ 

t*ii i:- i;'o*.jj ♦ri:- ;"J :,.-• ..-..■ 

A pr^7^/V^/knorA ledge therefore of the"d!eity'; 
and the acknowledsenient apd worfhip of the one 
living and true God, can only be derived from di- 
vine revelation* How neceflary then wa^ 
k'f<^r the almighty to reveal himfelf to the jew- 
kh nation ; to declare;* that ** he is. the/";// and" 
the //?/? and that belide him there is no God ;"* 
add Id p'refervt them frdin tfi^' idolatry ©f me. 
nitioli* arbufxi them, expreflly to enjoin thetii to ' 
•^fcaye no other God but himfelf f^ and to pro^-" 
Libit -tli^elr'** nfafting any ^rtfT;p« hnege Sind wbr- ^ 
llifppi»g ijf, of the. likenels of any thing, in the ' 
heaven above, the earth beneath^ or in trie wattr' 
under tlie earth ?"+ 



.... . ■ ■ J ' ' 



♦ Ifai. xliY. 6** 



ialionj ' except ftie jews, previuus to t&e proinuN 



! f" .Tbe -iSfieyafiw' 'Ramiajr' flrqves, '^"oib rfliq 
■writiiigs of the'ancients, thatfoaifpr^tpies of th^ 

aJi-the ii^tiqns^,,^^ J^orW.i WSiL-.W IR^'t)^^" 
t^^ r«,Yfrx}l fi^ioitfrvf noivied^j.uie thfii,G€^ 
^>of.igli.-t^ey had great, iiunibcrf ,a£.lTibQrdv)'M*i 
(Ieui«s* See liisphiiafJ^pbicfL.prifuipLit^^f jutilf^ 
kJ, ahi Je»ealed religion-' yo^^^-fCpapi,!.."!. ,;: 

" Adam, (fays he] Noah, all the anteaUuvesa 

andpfoH-deiavi^iapatrbrths, know ihegreat prin- 
ciples of .naii^nil and.f'p\5eated religio«,,3f)d,thsj:Q,^ 
forc^.couljd and l|if;u)d li^ve tiken all nieafijr£4 
po^bje to tr^i()i)it ihis.tavjngknowfedge to th'eif 
pqf^xity- ,Ii wfluld {i^vu.,beeri.iiiJie^omip^ tbq 
|(0)idBnce aiidifa!it."t.i):y;Of thef* holy , piitriar-ch|». 
no* to have-tUoiiji ibme fyrer metKoJ ion tronjV 
mjCJ^ing tilijefe facred truths, than by oral tradilion». 
wl^ifj; ]^ much moEC fubjed to faUificuion, tlian. 
i^tcea.tr^dkipiw . : , _, j "■ ^:.,.i!; ; , 

The moft ancient, expreflive and palpable waf 
c>f .Wfitjo& wi(&-nM.byr 3|-bit|f3t;y ;Gutinf^ -^ fl- 
phabetJcallattws} j^t hyify^bolicateng^ifjngf,] 
whicli reprelentc4 iDbd,U^v4 ideub; Cfirgoreiil: 
iinages; and this, way of writing w» parUailariy 
cpnfecrated to. the afts aofi tranfnfijTii^. p£ 4vi«^ 
MMgj*o.poftiy4nf,:iH:ttW.W««l IwcW^fepJlifi Jft-; 

(ficait;^!,., , ..,,;; ■ .■_:- ,.'^_; . , ■. . 

Accord! ojil)', as the world increafed and wat 
19<^\cd;-a^ liui ..d^Bigti^ ilui ffSA.jyKl Sf^V^' 
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children of Xo:ili, copieJ and carried. chofe.facred 
i^inbols of riifeioA, to the differenr places of the 
ttrth, w'HiiKeAfeey went to inHatnr'with'lbeTr" 
ftihili^s; ■tWris,lherd fymbolical xhiru&tts"\\'ere' 
iftlrtfpm'icil from* li;6un try 'to cBbn^r,';ov(!F;ilirioft- 
tirc'\Hiole>t;f 4hc -teireftriaf-at^r'aiid- fof fliir 
i%^fbiiHhj;tKdttl!ic('^mp!0<n4";natbifs,-if*r.- 
I^tlftntrfthmfi'ltadinoijisii fables aijd.myhiuloji^sj' 
about The'lorfs'bna-gocldefles and religlotl, "ari? 
much ti^if/unie In. alj /.nif.hi 



■' By fucceJIton of'titntfj tlie true, , original ' ftflft" 
-if lht'f3rffed'fyrnbols'aild|;IitEr6glj'pfitC£ waS'for-iJ 
ftjtWW'" I«(n''rftfatlreJ^ht:tfilf!veis' ta'theJe^W' 
Sid'foTS|Bfe"'witKbu^vntlerft^'diiig''tH'e fpirir"^. 
«lM'fi|rti?M/Va'tT^iji(tIl, by aeorks,int6'titeI 
^frdiffloVfy^nd-ftJ^rilili.iii.- ■■ TheyexpTa/iWai 
rtie Hivi^d f^'mliols according to tlieic fancy, 'and' 
fct mriicJ all the ancient traditions into- fabfcs-,-' 
^flions and mythologies, M'herc, thongh tht-iilri'' 
ciim^itceswcic difEerenCj yet tli^ ^6M~^\Hi^1^ 

-^^flfWitCtftafieidB'aH^'tlferit '"diiM^afuOii; ' ^6^ 
CCtllfik»?'^''^k?^jiii^lfU^ttint'^ dictfr^^A^ 
i^VUitti'»amim,-'Vi(erer m' remain yW' 
ftiiftr/rty s' anff v<ftlg*i df £vlnetMhi, in thtf T?iyl - 
tNUogie^^a !^ei^ioiis^>Falmt]ftV/Ai43t(^£irrcHlf^ 
nft H/vid(^^fi'bMlHn'tbtoro«th,'m^AlW^£Ai'djf(i^ 
Africa anil America.'^ Ibid> IutroduLtieivp> ^^^ , 

»r-.v .-,-• ^ ■ r-.r--. r:! !-.:•>■. -fij 2- 7.;;: > ■><■. 



( l^ ) 

pedibut otic Gqd> we way ;jaiHy.:<oti<lu<le, rthik 



DEiTY> this U^rped: iBiiAthor 'Qbfiprvcf, iLh^t the 
or igiii.of this pe^ei goQs ^bacik vi»y ^near. to : thb 
time of .the deluge.; thatthc^y l^ave ^five pngioctl 
or canonical books^ called king» yvbicfi^: in^ uieir 
language^ (ignifies afublimc^ facred^ immutable 
doOTineyfounded-upon uf)fllakeiip^iuriple5» Theft 
books w«^ efte«q»ed to.bc.ofejvfyrx ^eisious: aiitii 
cjuity in j^be tipic.<rfCpnfq^Mfei;wi|o.livp4 labiHJt 
lix hnndrt?d years hftffix^: mt ^\wr* All . the. 
othei: lioQks, of any-pOtPi ^mChina*. ar^ i«:iQ»Mneiir. 
tariesupop thefe fiVe, whi<:h. :M:e held.ja.grjcat 
veneratiQp-- J,., ..,: .. i, - -. . - ^ 

In theft bc3i^s,{lS0D 1S^ wJlcd' Ch'ang.ti, or 
the foveWgA^ttf^rcrr iog'^^rpt ^^t^ thfe = ftipi*etwe 
Heaven>- «8fe aurftitt He*^ AlJ the intelligent Hea- 



Chan*r:ti, or the Sov^refgrfLro^^d/islrepr^fftirteJ 
as juit and good," fiill oiF mercy ind' love for his 
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. Alankivdi^. 9^er\\7i.qlm6^<.p'^p. {i(iIia\onis^ leem 
to doubt ,9^ pijpvid^nqe ; but ^vhen the .Jiour of 
e)9«cqp2^j|h.e,fiecree^(pf,C]iaiig*Hi^Il come, none, 
can refilt him. * ¥te n^]*!!!^?-^ •^^•^?W'> l^at whe^ he 
pnniihed, he was juft and godd ; and tliat he never 
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man* And whatever progrcfs they^^i^*hav«f 
made (ince in the knowledge of aftronomy^ and 
oS^jey-fdiiin^ftB^it fi§rtcrt^n> ^y, «»h ^ : u jtierly 

thofe whom the French miflionanes calledrom/^r/^r, 
fufiiousjl and th^e ^U^.fff ttieir anceffors* . , ^ . 




all Europe equal either the.l;(iZ:ine(s'or prTde bl 
the^Cbjnerej:)o)>ility,and,genti*^ ? They,arp ei^pr 




jultioe do wc perceive^ even iu JLoi4 Airibn Vli'^^ 
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and' no more/^ would never have been embm^ 
ced by him, had he enjoyed only the light of na« 
ture, or not been educated in a chrtftian country* 

Is it not moft reafonable to believe, had Mr» 
Pamc been born among the Brhtjh /axons ^ but 
twelve centuries ago, he would have embraced a 
creed that acknowledged the exiftence of many 
Gods ; and that, in particular, he would have done 
homage to the idol, Rugyvith, who had feven 
faces ; to PoREViTH, who had five heads ; and to 



age to that country ; which perfecfUy agrees with 
the accounts given by all our countrymen who 
have traded in any part of China ; as well as with 
the obfervations made by a late writer in his 
geographical grammar* 

' Trade and commerce, fays he, or rather 
cheating and over-reaching, is the natural bent 
and genius of ^he Chinefe- Gain is their god; 
they prefer this to every thing. A ftranger is in 
great danger of being cheated, if he trufts to his 
own judgment. And if he employs a Chinefe 
broker, it is well if he does not join with the mer- 
chant to cheat the ftranger. Their laws oblige 
them to rules of certain civility in their 
words and actions ; and they are naturally a fawn* 
ing, cringing generatbn, but the greateft hypo- 
crites on earth.' 

And yet the Chinefe y aids Mr. Wefley, are be- 
yond all degrees ofromparifon, the *<?/? and wifcft 
of all the heathens in Aiia." Xreatliie on origin 
nal (in, p. 43, 44. 

G 
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PpRENUTH, who had fotir faces pertaining t» 
his head, and one face to his breait I* 



*<^v^i «^it^t^>t^.t^>>«<^ 



* See S^rnmcs's antiquities of Britain, p. 454. 
This author, in treating of tlie Co(^s of the ancient 
BritalnSy mentions, anaong other things, that they 
fiTcrificed hqman beings to. their idols. 

^^ They made, fnys he, a ftatue or image of a 
man, of vaft projx^rtion, whofe hmbs confilled of 
twigs wove together in the nature of bafket- 
ware : Thefe they filled with live men, and then 
ki it. 01? fire, and confunied them in the flames%" 
lb. p. 1 04. 

^' To Pluto and Proferpina," this hiftorian 
adJs, ^' the noclurnal facrifices of the Britains 
were performed ; in thefe folemnities they com- 
mitted, very flrange and enormous villanies ; the 
blood of facrifices, mixed with wine and milk, they 
poured on the ground to their infernal deities, 
and made merry wirli the fieih and remaining 
wine, provoking one another to horrid and unna«. 
tural liiils ; by the frequent ufe of thefe facrifices,. 
thc-y, at length, thought it not criminal, for the 
father, fon ^and brother, promifcuouily, to poll'ef* 
one woman* lb. p. 138. 

Yow different is the appearance of religion and 
4Porals, civili7ntion,cufloms and maimers, arts and. 




jg change P To what but chrijlianl 
ty J It was this that demoliilicd their idols ; their 
facrifices of barbarity ; that foftened the ruggc4. 






( 75 ) 

Had Mr. Paine received his exiftence among 
the favages of the Natchez^ in South America,!? 
cannot be doubted, but that, with them, he would 
have worihiped the fun.* Had he been bom 
among the Indians called Manachs, what rc;ifou 

nature of the inhabitants ; that humanized their 
minds ; that polillied their manners ; rliat bccaine' 
a nurfery for the arts, and the parent of liberty, 
and, indecd,the fource of all their real hap;)iiitri]s ! 

DemoUih chriftianity in Britain, and wliat 

would be the confequencc ? In all probability, its 

mhabitants, in a few ages, would revert to the 

J}{?ne ftate of wretchednefs they were in before* 

their converHon to the chriili^n f ^ith i 

What enemies then arc tbofe to the happinefs 
bf mankind, as before hath been noticed, who en- 
deavor to aboliih the chriilian religion, and to 
fubftitute in its ftead, what they -denominate the 
religion of nature ; the light of which (hone as 
bright, but to no good purpofe, on the ancient Br>tains* 
and the whole pagan world, as on the deilts of 
the preftnt day I 

Happy for themfelves would it be, if they (hould, 
ceafc to revile that divine religion, they appeal 
fo urrmrthy of ; but for their reje(ftibn of which, 
they muft be amenable to the God of justice 
as well as mercy ! 



•Robertfon'slijftoryof America, vol- II* p. i^ip. 
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can be offered, why, with th^m, he would not 
have done hoinage even to the JDevU himfelf !■)• . 

Or had Mr. Paine^s nativity been aniotig fome 
6t)ier of the Indian tribes^ on this continent, it can- 
not be queftioned, but that, with thefe tribes, he 
would have entertained no idea whatever, of a 
fuprcme being ; nor have had any rites of reli- 
i;ious ^vorihip ; but have lived as infeniible of Cod. 
and religion as the brute ^res^tion l*" 



f See a relation of the miflions of Paraguay, 

* 'y Sever altribe&,fays Do<Jtor Rbbertfoa,have 
Ijcen difcovered in America, who have no idea^ 
whatever, ofafaprciwe teing, nor any ritetri: 
religious worihip. 

. Inattentive to that magnificeiit ipedade of beau* 
ty aiid ordel prefented to thciir View ; tinaccvf- ■ 
tea)€4ltt> reflet eidier upon what th&y tfaemfelviss 
arfe, or ?to eo^uire who is the author of then* exif* 
tjeoce, men, in th^ favage ftate, pais their 4iay$, 
lik^ the animals aroui^ tlhen^ without knowkdge 
or veneration of any fuperior power* ^ • 

They have not in th^ir language, any name -for 
the deity ; nor have the moft accurate obferjrar« 
be^n able to difcover any praAice, or inilitutiani 
that feemed to imply, that they recognised hi% 
aiuhoNty, or were felicitous to obtain his favor. '^ 
Hiftory of America, vol. II. p. 135. 

It might have been added above, that hod Mr. 
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So infufficienf would have been Mr. Paine^s 
powers. of reaj on to have formed even this part of 
his creed now under conlideration J 

It cannot jufUy be conti-overted, but that 
whatever excellence pertains to any fyftem of 
deifin^orpaganifm,//^^// andpagans have been in- 
debted for it to divine revelation ; though they have 
not bccn/o ingenuous as to acknowledge the fad:-* 

On this fubjedt, with refpe6t to heathens, Ter» 
tullian^ a venerable father of the chriftian churchy 

Paine been a father in fome of the favage tribes 
of Perue, he might have begotten children on 
purpofe to have fattened and e;.ten them. 

" In fome provinces in that country, we are 
informed, that the Indians had fo keen an appe» 
tite for human flefh, that they had not patience to 
ftay 'till the breath was out of the body, but 
would fuck the blood as it ran from the wounds 
of the dying man. They had public ihambles of • 
human flefh, and their love of it was fo great, 
that they fpared not their own children whom 
they had begotten on (Irangers taken in war ; for 
they made their female captives their miftrefles, 
and carefally nouriflied the children they had by 
them, until they were abowt thirteen years old, 
when thev butchered and ate them.'^ Locke'4 
Works, vol. II. p. III. 

-♦ See, on this particular, with regard to de- 
ifls, Dr. Benfon's reafonablenefs of chriiliijiiity, 
vol. II. p. 302, 303- 

G 2 
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in his apo]og;g^for chriftiaBfty, addrfefTcd to the 
praconful and governors of Aft-ksa, thus e&prejQTes 
hmilelf. 

*' Which of your poets, or fpphiftefs, have not 
drank from the fountain of the prophets ? It is from - 
this iacred iburce, that your philoibphers alfo 
have allayed their thirfl. for knowledge- From . 
hence it is, that philofophy has been profcribed in . 
fonie countries, as Thebes, Sparta and Argos, for 
the monib*ous ilTue ihe produced from the adnire- 
rous linixture of divine tr«ti:)6 with h^man in* 
ventions. 

Thefe philofophers were in queft of worldly 
glojry only ; accordingly > if tfaey found apy thing' 
m our diviiw; digefts which ftruck their fancies, or 
nii^ht ferve their hypothefes, they took it and 
^nads it fubfcrvient to their willies.* 

Not conlldcring thefe writings to be fatred, 
nor undenlanding their- fenfe, which vi^as thea 
veiled from their carnal minds, -ab it is, at this 
day, fro:n the very jews to whosii they ^v'^re ap- 
propriaieil. 

For if, in any place, truth appeared in its na- 
tive iimplicity, wiihout the difguife di type or 
metaphor, worldly wifdom, inftead of fubmitring 
iicr faith, blended the certainties of revelation 
-with her own philofopbic uiKertainties* 



«^( «^> <«>» ^0> «^^ V0^ iiOi *4>t 



* Juftin Mart>T, in his firft apology, enntnc- 
rates feveral inltances, \n herein Plato borrow ad 
ideas and facts from Mofes* 
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Having for fexamplc, f* und in the lioly fcrlp- 
tures,that there is no other God but owr,the) divi- 
ded in to various i peculations about the dhwf nature; 
fome aflerting it to be incorporeal ; others cor- 
poreal, as the platonicks and iloicks ; iome com- 
poiing him of atoms ; and others of numbers^ as 
epicurus and pythagoras ; and fome of fire^ as 
beraclitus* 

The pi a tonifts maintain his care and providence 
over his creation ; on ihe contrary, the epicure- 
ans niRke htm inadlive and wholly inattentive to 
his works. The Itoicks place him without the 
world, mming it about, like jT potter the thing he 
forms, fetting without his wheel ; the platonilts 
fix him within the world, like the pilot who 
ftcers the velVcl that contains him. In the fam6 
manner thefc fages were at variance aboTit the 
-world itfelf ; whether it was made or un- 
made ; whether it would be diifolved or lait for- 
ever ; and with regard to the foul, fome con- 
tended that it was of a divine, immortal nature ; 
others that it was corruptible ; every one infers 
ring from the ..fcripturc* and reforming accor- 
ding to his vi'^ws and inclination**^' 



♦ See Recvcs^s apologies of the fathers, vol. I. 
P- 337-^343- ^ 

Ouintus Septimus Florens TertuUiantis, was 
the Ion of a Ccnturian, and born in Airica in the 
year 160. He was of heathen parentage and 
received an heathen education. Fis cxrcnfive 
genius foon enabled him to rrave rfc the circle of 
human fcience. He penetrated into the fccrets 
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iliftory furnifbes no inftancc of any heathen 

of geometry and phyfic, and was extremely well 
▼eried in the writings of the poets and philofo- 
phers ; he was perfecily acquainted with hiflory, 
and profoundly learned in the Roman laws. (Eu- 
fcbius's ecclefiaitical hiltory, book 11.) 

He poiTefled great brilliancy of fancy and poig- 
nansy of wit, which, he coiifcfTcs, he had often ex. 
erCiTed agaiijft the true God, and the chriilian re- 
ligion. 

While a pagan, he copied but too nearly, after 
the Go^iS he vvorfiiippcd, and »'k knowledges, that 
he attained to a dlftinguilhed eiijinence in vice, 
and was, in all refpects, an accomphilied Imner* 
(See his book of penitence, p. 148.) 

No perfon feems to have made greater profi- 
ciency in the niyiiery of iniquity ; in the know- 
ledge of the rife and progreis of fuperftition, and 
in tiie falij'onable uhoiiiinations of the age in which 
he lived, tlr.m /^> /«7/fA«,in his gentile itate ; and 
what, it may he :.'fk'?d, but the fowek oifacred 
TilUTH, and the energy of drvme grace, could 
have caufed hi^n to have rtlij'iqidjl:ed the religiou 
of h!a parents and his country ; to have nnounced 
vices, which, by long indulgence, had ahioll (ub- 
dued him to their control ; and to have hecociC" 
a cor. vert to a defpifcd religion, v hich demanded 
x\\i: jtriCfeJt virtue^ mortif^ication and felf-denial, 
and cxpojC'd\(\xi\ to ini'ults and reproaches j to luf- 
fexings and to. death \ 
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3iati6j3 or people^ who flcknowledgeil the exiftenee 



«^i v^t ^^m9^ t^t <^« 



As before his converfion, he was a potent ad- 
verfury of chrHlianity ; fo on embracing the <:hrif- 
tian faith y no maa, perhaps^ was better qualiHed 
than hinifelf^ to expofe the ignorance, fupcrftttt- 
on and idolatry of the Gentiles, and to dedaim 
againfb their vices ; as is manifell from his apolo- 
gy> which was written about the year 200- in 
thit excellent perforintnce, he thus exprefies 
hitnfelf on the fufeye^-of ikefomuitiffH oiCods bf 
the heathen* 

^' But to (et the raflmefs aiid injuflace of ifie 
laws againft us^ let us behold their original, and* 
we Ihall perceive a decree whereby the emperor 
bittofelf was di£iibled fr^m confecratiiMJ a ngw God^ 
without the a^probatxHi of the feuate ! M» 
JEknUius learat thk, to ids greac uRhappmefs, in 
the cafe ^ his God AUmrnus. It 'redounds- not a: 
little to the honor of -chriftkiDtty^^tD iiee the hesu 
then in coofultation about makbig Gods / .And 'i- 
the Gody when made, is not fuch a deity as the^r 
efteem, he is -not to be their God ! Strange inf^o- 
atioo 1 TJie Go^ is firft C9 pray the man to be 
propitious^ befoire the man ^iU ^aUow kitok tw be ii* 
Goo! 



By virtue of this iAA decive ft wa^ that 
rioit, in wbofe iNeign jcfariftianitj was firil promuU 
gated, having received intelligence from Jiidea^. 
refpeding ^the miracles of Christ, propofcd to 
the -ienate^thab-heftioald be enrolled among the 
member oi their Gods- iPhough the fenate re- 
fuicd the. j>C£qpofal^ a^ they iiad. not 4»atuFe]y de^c 
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of Godsy that did not offer them facrifices and in- 
voke them by prayer.* But Mr- Paine regards 

liberated on his qualifications for a deity, yet Ccc-' 
far remained inflexible in hh refoUuion, andiflued" 
forth feycre penalties againft all thofe who ihould 
accufe the worshippers of ChrilV^ 

• * For a particular account of the fhenjices and 
prayers offered by the ancient pagans to their 
deities, fee then^jythplogy of the ancients, by the 
Abbe Banier, vol. I. book III. chap. x. • 

T *' Every 'God, fays this learned writer, had his^ 
fevori'te animal, tree, or plant. 

, Among the animal kind, the lion was confe- 
iar^ed to vulcan ; the wolf to apollo and mars ; the 
dog to the lares & mars ; tke dragon tobacchusand- 
minerva ; the .griffin to apoDo ; the ferpents to- 
efculapiiis; chftA^ilag to hercules ; the lamb to- 
jtino ; the borfe to mars ; the heifer to ids. 



x." 



• '.Among the birds^ the eagle was facred to jupi* 
fnt ; the peacock to juno ; the owl to minerva ; ' 
Ae 4ruicure and !woi5d«pecker to mars ; the cock' 
to mars, efculapius, apollo and minerva •;' the 
dove and fparrow to venus ; the king-filher 
tottethys!; thc/pfaosnix to the fun', and the ci- 
cada, a. fort of flying infed:^ to apollo*^' lb*' 

B< 264. 1 

' ■ « 

. 1' The forms of prayer made ufe of by thcra,* 
they believed were indidcd by the Gods them- 
selves^ aod were careful to pr(^ioui\ce them witk- 
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ffayer to be impious ; he worihips hot the Go» 

an audible voice, and without tranfpofing a fingle 
word ; as they, were perfuaded the facrifice would 
be inefFecVual, if there was the leaft deviation from 
the prefcribed form.'' lb. p.- 276. 

Sacrifices were of divine inftitution, and enjoin- 
ed on mankind in -the &rft age .of the world.-— 
Caui offered to God the fruits of the earth, and 
Abel facrificed to him vidims^ taken from his 
flocks^ Gen. iv. 3, 4. And Noah, when he came 
out of the ark, offered to God facrifkes of every 
clean bead and fowl. ^ Ibc viii. 20. 

J^ idolatry is a corruption of the true religion, 
it cannot rcafonably be doubted, but that the 
heathen borrowed their facrificial rites from this 
fource. Accordingly, the Egyptians, in ancient 
times, made their offerings to their Gods in great 
fimplieity ; not of incenfe and perftimes, but of 
gi-een herbs, which they gathered and prefented 
as the firft produdions of nature. • (Banier^s my* 
thology, vol. I. p. 254*) 

At length, the pradlice obtained of offering in 
facrifice to their Gods, not only Jiving animals, 
but human beings, (lb. p. 258) and, in all proba- 
bJity, the latter were offered as vidims, through 
an imperfect knowledge of Abraham's offering of 
his ion Ifaac Ccu- x:til. 

^' In the Phoenician antiquities, fays a learned 

writer, we n.ay inveftigaie the origin oi human' 

f^rijicej^ . Thttii' records prdierv^ the remern-.- 



vbcmiHe .aKknowtedgr s> . ffe recognizes not, b^ 
devotion^ his being and perfe^ions ; he believed 
not in divine provodsoce^ and, tberefore, depre- 
cates not thofe evils to which he is ^xpofed ; foli- 
cJt^notthe divine favor^ ncfrdoesbeexjmfs hi» 
gratitude for the nierds& he has received. 

Expofed to temputioiM, he prjqrs not for abiUty 
to retain his integrity.* He dedicates no part of 



bfance of Abraham* s oflFering his fon Ifaac in fa- 
fKifice) though under different names ;. and 
Mtff^Q^ Cbe imitation and cuilotn deriv^ed to diem^ 
and migrated info ahnoft all other heathen na^ 
tions* 

The inference is . obvions^ that as all human' 
vidims took their rife from the fuppofed adtual 
facrifiee that Abraham made of his fon^ the hitent 
mhI efficacy of that facrifice muft have been 
f^nqaired into, and upon that perfuafiony the 
praiftice muft have been eftabliihed and propaga- 
ted by example* 

Thus they believed a fingular virtue of propiti- 
atlon in thefe inhuman rites, which belief fCip- 
ported, for fo great a length of time, a bai-barous 
cuftom among the moft civilized nations, after the 
grand intention of this^r/? typical human obla^ 
tion, was entirely obliterated from the memory." 
Weekly mifcellany, vol. I. p. 289. 

. * Are we aflauked, fays the Rev. l^'fr. Her- 
irey, by temptations ; or are we averfe'to duty? 
£hilofophy may atlsmpc to parry die thrift ^or ta ' 
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his time to the attainment of religious inftruftioa i 
and improvement in virtue. 

Though under the moft forcible obligations to 
love God, he doth not profefs it to be his duty to 
give him his heart. Though he hath frequently 
tinned againft him, he prays not for forgivenefs jf 



ftir up the reludant mind, by difclofkig the de» 
formity of vice, and urging the fitnefs of things. 
Feeble expedients ! Juit as well calculated to ac* 
complifh the ends propofed, as is the fiimfy for* 
tification of a cobn eb, to defend us from the ball 
of a cannon ; or, as are the gentle vibrations of a 
lady's fan,' to make a wind bound navy fail ! 

The bible recommends no fuch incompetent 
fuccours* ** My grace, fays its almighty author, is 
fufficknt for thee*'' 2 Cor. xii. 9* ** Sin fhall not 
have dominion over you." Rom- vi. 15. The 
great Jehovah, in whom iseverlafting ftrength, 
" He worketh in us both to will and to do, of his 
good pleafure*" Phil. ii. i3» Dialogues^ voU 
I. p- 34, 

f Should a deift be even penitent for his fins, 
n^dfuppUcate the divine forgivenefs, what ration- 
al affurance hath he, that his fms will he for '^ 
given ^ 

Is any one convinced of guilt, (fays the amiable 
dlv^ine, mentioned in the pfecedii^J note) as pro- 
vakiiir heaven and ruininp the foul ? Lei him afk 
reczfoj: to poiiTt out a means of reconciliation, and 
a refuge of fafety. Rerifon hefitates as Ihe rc- 

ii 



A 

t 



( 86 ) 

l>cnitcncc for fin, and fandity of heart, are no 
part of his creed. 



*♦> v^> »*^ «-^» H>> *<>v»^» «0» 



|)iies; the deity m<iy, perhaps, accept your fuppll- 
cations and grant forgivenefs. 

But the fcriptures leave us not to the fad uncer- 
tainty of conjedure. They fpeak the language 
of clear y.Hiirance. God has *^ fet forth a propi- 
tiation.'* Ro!ii« iii. ly ¥Le does ^* forgive our 
JBiquities.'* Pi'al. ciii- 3. " He wDl remember 
V our tins no more.** Hcb* viii. la- Dialogues, 
vol. I. p. 34, 35. 

Is it not for the honor of ti># divine majef- 
ty, to cxercife jujltce as well as mercy ? Or csfn 
it be proper for us fo extrax'agantly to magnify the 
amiihle as to depreciate, nay, evea annihilate, the 
^iu/«/ attributes of the deity ? 

This, fays a po?t, is the theology, not of chrif-' 
tians, but of iniidel's* 

'* Who fet at odds heaven's jarring attributes, 

And with one excellence, another w ound ; 
. Maim heaven's perfedtion, break its equal beams, 
• Bid mercy triumph over-— God himlelf, 

Undtfiticd by their opprobrious j^raife ; 

A God ail mercy, is a God taijnji.'*^ 

Young. 

*' Die man. or ju/fjre muft ; unlcfs for him 
Fome other able, and as willing, pav 
The rigid laiisfadion, death lor death." 

Milton. 
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.' He apprehends he may fin with impunity ; thai 
he is not obligated to pradice the virtues of huuii*- 
lity and temperance ; i'obriety and chaility, nor in* 
deed to difcharge any duty to God, to mankind, 
nor to himfelf, except with refpecl to men, '' to 
do jufticc, to love mercy, and to endeavor t«make 
them happy.'' 

» 

Admirable fyftemof ethics ! Worthy of this Age 
OF Reason] The delight of the fenfualift and 
debauchee ! VVonderfully calculated to fubduethc 
Jinful fafflons of men ; to dignify human nature ; 
to procure the favor di Goo, and to prepare men 
for the enjoyment of his prefence 1 

The phrafe ''to d« jufticc and to love mer- 
cy,'' appears evidently to be borrowed from fcrip- 
tore 'y* but left it ihould be thought fo ^ or- be* 



«^T*d» 



* Micah y'u 8. " He hath ftiewcd thee, O 
Man, what is good ; and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee but to do jnftly ; and to love mercy j 
and to walk humbly with thy God ?'' • 

It is feared this text hath, by fome chriftians, 
been mifapprehended- Jaftice,mercy and humility, 
are, indeed, cardinal virtues ; but fhould they, 
(in the common acceptation of the words) be pof* 
fefled by us, we might, notwithftanding, be de- 
feftive in our duty ; be the (laves of vice ? be pol- 
luted by fin, and devoki of the Almighty's afw 
fedlion. 

A perfon may be merciful, juft and humble, 
while he continues m^fiate of infidelitv % 
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caufe it is no ardcle of Mr. Painr^s religion to 
** walk humbly with God/' the latter part of the 
fenience was fupprefled, and the former was not 
quoted, by reafon it declares that God had ^^JhevfH 
to man what is good.^' 

However clearly Mr. Paine may be in opinion, 
that it is his duty to "do jufily and to love mer- 
cy ,'* he is unable, it is imagined, to prove that 
thefe duties are enjoined on him by the law of 
nature; 

.It is declared by a celebrated deift, that tho 
great principle which nature has implanted in tho 






i*cjcfts the difpenfatioaof the gofpel ; is defiitute 
of fobriety ; temperance and chaftity, and indul- 
ges himfelf in many vicet • 

The phrafe, therefore, *' to walk humbly with 
God,'' is very comprehenfive, and is defigned to 
include here, the whole of our duty ; except our 
** doing juftice and loving mercy." 

. Agreeable to the tejior of the fkcred writings, 
can it be faid, that we " walk humbly with God ;"♦ 
perform all our duty, or are entitled to falvation, 
unlefs we give our afient to the truths of divine 
revelation ; are penitent for our fins ; rely on the 
merits of Chrift, for the pardon of our offences ; 
revere all the divine precepts, to . the utmoft of 
our ability, and are poilefled of all the graces and 
virtues of chriftianity ; holinefs, renovation of 
HEART, and ameetnefs to participate of cele{lial 
enjoyments ? 
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breaft of nian, is felf-love* which is incompatible 
with unrverfal benevolence, and oppofed to that 
part of Mr. Paine's code, which requires him to 
^* endeav_Qr to make his fellow creatures happy;" 
a duty derived from the gofpel precept, that r en- 
quires us to **love our neighbors as ourfelves;'* or 
from the apoftolic injunftioii * to do good to all men-* 

The pcrfon who is aftuated'by the principle of 
felf-lwey Is regardlefs of the happinefs of others ^ 
and if he believes that an aft of injujlice will con- 
^ tribute to his good, he will not fcruple to commit 
it, onlefs detered from it by the dread of prefent 
or future puQJfliment ; and the latter, according 
to Mr. Paine's principles, he need not fear J 

There have been thofe who have denied that 
men are under any obligations to revere the prin- 
ciple of juftice* Thus, for hiftance, Carneades 
argues, that ^' either there is nofuch thing as juf- 
tice, or it would be extremely fooltfh ; becaufe that 
in providing for the good of others, the ju^ would 
injure fhemfelves.^^f And it feems to have been 
the fentiment of Lord Bulingbroke, that there is 
no natural fenfe of right and wrong ; of moral 
beauty and deformity, implanted in the human 
heart* 

How neceffary therefore is it, that the great du- 
ty of JUSTICE, as well as mercy, ihould be ex^ 
plicitly enjoined on men by divine authority ? For 
certain it is, that the heathen world have not 
been taught thefe duties from the law of nature. 

* Lord Bolingbroke, works, vol. V. p. 82- 
f Ibid p. 103. 

H 2 
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. When PUtOf introduces Socrates, in his crito^ 
faying excellent things concerning the forgive nefs 
of injuries or the exercife of mercy, and againfl: 
the returning injury for injury, he acknowledges 
that what he taught was contrary to the opinioa 
of the generality of mankind. 

Mr. Bayle fcruples not to declare, that the pre- 
cept, prohibiting revenge, though delivered in the 
f'ol'pel, is contrary to the law of nature* The 
anie fentiment hath been entertained by many 
deifls, particularly by Tindal, who regards the 
dodrine of the forgivenels of injuries, as an ob- 
jection to the morality o£ the golpel. 

The doftrine of implacability and revenge, the 
ancie>u pagans reduced to practice. ^ Saint Paul, 
in his defcription of their grofs vices and immo- 
ralities, mentions, among other things, that they 
were '^ full of eavy and murder,'' t!ut they were 
** defpiteful ; without natural allcdion ; implaca- 
ble and unmerciful.''* 



•^^ •<>>»<>» *o^*^> *^l •^SV^* 



* Rom. 1. 29, JO, 31. That the '.incient Ro- 
mans were extrermly defe^tve in the virtues of 
'placability and m^rcy, cannot be denied. 

*' They were, fays the .Rev. Mr. Wefley, nw- 
placahle ^v\^unmtrcifuU Witnefh one or two in- 
ftances, often thoufandwhich might be mentioned. 

The venerable Hannibal, (whom, very proba- 
bly, had we any other accounts of, than from his 
bittereft enemies, we flioulel have reverenced as 
one of tlic moft amiablcj as \s ell as molt valiant. 
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And how mfuiEcient is natural religion to {nflti* 
cnce the morals of the heathen world at prefent i 
What little i'eiife do they entertain of Cod an^ 



«^k«^i«^>»«<p^«.«>^V4P^ «^>«tf>« 



of all the ancient heathens) was he not hnnted 
from nation to nation, and never quitted, 'till be 
ftU by his own hand I 

Witnefs alfo, the famous fiifFragc, '* Delenda 
eft Carthago ;'' let Carthage be dcllroyed. But 
wherefore ? It was Imperii acmula ; the rival of 
the Roman glory. Thefe were op«n, undeniable, 
evidences of the public, national placability and 
mercy of the Romans ! 

Need inftances of a more private nature be ad- 
ded ? Behold then, out of many w hith might be 
aidduced, that glory of Rome, that prodigy of 
•virtue, the great, the celebrated Cato i 

Cuto the elder y when any of his domeftics had 
worn themfelves out in his fervice, and were de- 
crepit, conftantly turned them out of his dwelling 
to Jiarve^ and was much applauded lor this ex- 
ample of frugality / 

But what mercy was this ? Pcrfeftly fuch as , 
that which dwelt in Cato of Utica ; who rcpayed 
the tendernefs of his fervanr, when endeavoring 
to fave iiis life, by ftrlking him on the face with 
fuch violence, as to fill his mouth with blood ! 

Thefe are thy Gods, O deifm ! Thefe the pat- 
terns fo zealoufly recommended to our imitation 1'* 
W ciley on original fii>, p» 28, 29* 
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religion ? How grofs is their ignorance ; hdw fla- 
grant are their vices ? Among innumerable other 
crimes, are they not, with the ancient heathens; 
julily chargeable with implacability and want of 
mercy ? 

*'* ' What, fays a judicious author, are the difpo- 
fitions and behaviour of the Hottentots between 
man and man ? Arc they eminent for juftice, for 
mercy or truth ? As to mercy, they know not 
f^rhat it means, for they continually live in the ex- 
ercife of the greateft barbarity tow arils each 
other ; and as to juftice, they are entirely devoid 
of it/' 

• ■ 

• 

'* The fouthcrn Indians of America, he adds, 
arc iraphicable ; they never forgive an injury, nor 
are they fntisfied with any thing lefs than the life 
of the offender. They are ;{\io unmerciful ; as 
they put to death the prifoners whom they take 
m war, with the moft exquifite tortures; and, 
frequently, children murder their parents, when, 
through age, they are unable to provide for their 
fupport.*'' 

* Tb. p. 35, 39. Dodor Bcattie. in his evidences 
of thechriftian religion, (Philadelphia Ed. p««i25) 
contraftsthe wifdom and virtue of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, in their moft civilized ftatc, 
with the manners and literature of the chrilliaa 
world. 



« 



''* It cannot be pretended, fays he, on this fub- 
yediy that in any ckrtjifan couniry, a father* may 
cither ado^it his new born infant (if I may (ife the 
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Thus unable is natural religion to retrain the 

«^> «<>1 «^> «^% «^^ V^t t^*)*^) 

cxprefiion) or abandon it to famine and beafts of 
prey ; that the maflacre of flaves is part of a fu- 
tieral folemnity, in honor of great men deceafitd ; 
that horrid obfcenities form any part of religious 
worihip ; that the moft unnacural crimes are not 
only praftifed without ihame^ but celebrated by 
poets^ and cooly mentioned as cuftomary things^ 
even by the graveft writers ; that, for the a- 
mufemeiit of a few young foldiers, two or three 
thoufahd poor, unarmed, inoifenfive men, may 
be murdered in one night, with the connivance, 
pay, by the authority of the law ; that the moft 
worthlefs tyrants are flattered with divine honors 
ivhen alive, and worfhipp'ed as Gods when dead ^ 
that prifoners of war are enflaved, impaled or cru- 
cified, for having fought in defence of their, coun- 
try, and in obedience to their lawful rulers ; that^ 
captive kings and nations are publicly infulted by 
tbeir conquerors, in thofe barbarous folemnities, 
which of old, \^ere called triumphs ; that mea 
are trained. up for the purpofe of cutting one ano- 
ther to pieces, by thoufands and ten thoufands, in 
a month,"* for the diver fion of the public ; that; 
as the father of the gods and men, a king. of Crete 
is worIhipped,whom, even his worihippers believe. 



* Lipdus aiSrms, (Sat*B« 2. chap- I2«) that the 
Gladiatorial ihows, fometimes coft Europe twenty 
or thirty thoufand lives in a month ; and that not 
only men, but even women, of all ranks, were 

^aifionately fond of thefe fpedaclcs* See Biihop 
orteus's thirteenth fermoa* 
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Vices of men and to conduft them irato the paths 
•f virtue If And thus alfo it is, that deiftic wri- 
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to have been guilty of innumerable crimes of th« 
mod infamous nature ; while, among the other 
bbjefts of divine worfhip, are to be reckoned 
thieves, drunkards, harlots, ruffians ; to fay no^ 
thing of tbofe inferior idols wbofe fundtJcx^ and 
attributes it is not decent, even to name. 

They who are ever fo little acquainted with 
ancient Greece and Rome, know, that I allude 
not to the depravities of individuals only, but to 
the avoiued opinions y 2nd fajinonable prad?ice, of 
thofe celebrated nations* 

-.Certainly, modtrn manners^ cenfurable as Wft 
ccmfcfs them to be, in many refpeds, are regular 
ted, in the chriftian world, by principles very dif^ 
ferent* And were they cenduded as they ought 
to be, by the pure principles of the gofpel, we 
need not hefitate to a£Brm, that tlie virtue of 
ChrifrlanSy would as far tranfcend , that of the 
Creeks and Romans^ as the arts and literature of 
England, furpafs thofe of New Zealgnd, or the 
land of the. Hottentots*'' : ' 

f Fpr.a^view of the wretched /} ate of reWglon 
in the heathen •u/orW,fee Dr. Doddridge's ledures, 
p. 2 1 9, 220* 1 he Rev, Mr. Welley's treatifc OQ 
original fin, p. 9 to 48. 

'■ For the i>ri^nt>f pagan idolatry, fee Bofluet^s 
univerfal hiitory, vol* ' I. "p. 207* Hammond's- 
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tcrs clajh ill their opbions refpcfting moral du- 
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^'orks, vel. I- p. 337 et feq. Stackhoufe's body 
of divinity, vol. 1. p. 510 et feq. 

And for the barbarity oS heathen Jacrifices, iee 
Bpfluet's univ. hift- vol.- !• p- 2Q?» Jones's diC- 

iuifitions, p. 02, 93, and Potter'a ^mtMiuitije^ gf . 
ireece, vol. 1. p. 218- 

. ** It was not lawful to facrifice oxen only, fays 
the learned writer laft mentioned, but alio men. . 
Examples of this fort of inhumanity w^re very com- • 
men in moft of the barbarous nations. With rclpeft 
to thofe who bordered on the jews, as wejl as th« 
Jews themfelves, when they b^au to imitate their 
neighbors, we. find feveral teftimonies in the fa- 
Qted fcriptures* . . 

Caefar witnefleth the fame of the Gaid^; Lu- 
can, in particular^ of that part of GalHa, where 
Mainiia is fituated^ »nd Tacitus of the Germane 
and Britains. 

In latter ages, the cuftom of offering humaa 
vicliuis in facriiice, was more common and fami- 
liar. 

Ariftomencs, the MeHenian, facrificed three 
hundred men, among whom was Theopompus, 
•ne of the Kings of Sparta, to Jupicer, of Jthome. 

Themiftocles, to procure the afliftance of the 
Gods againlt the Perfians, facrificed fome cap- 
tives of that nation*' 
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tics; dutres of the firft importance, and which 
they would perfuade the world, are written in 
nioft legible characters, ia the great law of jia- 
turc li 

Thefe, however, arc not the only particulars 
in which men of this charader dif agree- Though 
they all unite in their endeavors to fubvert rc- 
Tealed religion, they cannot agree what xofuhjiu 
tute in its ftead. 



Though they often profefs to adhere clofety to 
the eternal reafon and nature of things ;'' and 
declare, that they highly, efteem what they call 
*' the uncorrupted rehgion of reafon and na- 
tfare,'*tl yc^ when they attempt to explain them- 



es 
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Bacchus had an altar in Arcadia, up^n which 
young damfels were beateii to death with bundles 
of rods* ' 

Something fimilar to this, was pra6tifed by the 
Lacedagmonians, who fcourged the children (and 
fonietimes to death) in honor of Dianna Or* 
thia. 

To the Manes and infernal Gods, fuch facri- 
fices were fi*equent. Poh'xena was facrinced to 
Achilles; and Homer relates that this hero 
butchered twelve trojan captives at the funeral of 
Patroclus. And yEneas, whom Virgi! celebrates 
for his piety, is an example of the fame pnulicc" 

■% Bolinp;broke^s works, vol. V. ]^- 92, i f; ;;, i cfi^^ 
[j Chubb's pofthimious works, voi. 1 L appendix. 
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fd:\T3, it Is not cafy to difcern what u-etheir Ton- 
timcnts rcfpcfting natural religion. 

Some have imaffined, that itinculcatesthe bfflirf 
of Grod's wniverfal and particular providence ^ his 
moral government of the. world ; the obligations ^ 
we are under to pray to him ; the natural differ- 
ences between moral good and evil, and the free 
agency of men ; others deny thefe truths ; and 
in various other refpe^s, do thefc infidck 'differ 
#n opinion* * 

Some, for inftance, believe that the world was 
<reated ; others, that it is eternal ;* (ome^ that 
our fouls are parts of God ; others^ that they are 
cxvated fpjrits ; fome believe there are iangels 
and devils ; others deny their txfJtencf ? fome ' 
found moral obligation upon the perfeftlons of 
God ; others^ on trie eternal differences and rela- 
tions of things independent of God ; fome, on 
the moral fenfc, or the di*5^stes of confcience ; ■ 
others, deny that there i« any morrjlity, virtue or ^ 
vice among men ; fome maintain, iihat virtue is 
its own reward, and vice its own punifhment ; 
others fupport an oppofue fentiment ; fome be* 
lieve in the immortality of the feal and future re- 
wjirds aud puniihments • others belive the foul i^ 
mortal and perifhes with the body.* 



♦ From thfefe contradiftory fentiments of de^ 
ifts, may we not moft rationally infer, chat divine 
revelation was neceffary, to teach men . the </«<?* 
vines ;hey ai-e lo hdirve and the duties they arc 
to pradlijl, as well as toaiford fulficient incentivw 
to virtue and difluafives trom vice f- 

1 



Mr- P.ai)i5gipfl;'!j^,amnbeFad-\vUIi tJiftfe, ijeiftj i 
who beVieX'c in thajniitifrtaiily of rh«- fo^U ;. hq 
however" *' troitbUs not nimfelf about the ma n- 
eUiniilc.£^oit«j<S t" bnt.-tJie-.U!g*iBiQqs 
_ ... . ^^^tftiur^ jiuf Tuore iti^uijitiver vUllM- 

mprtjlity rf trie foul, is of the litiiioit ii]ip<M;t(tno^4 
with refpett lo monil and religious jiracticc. J But 

^i^be m9tiif^-fendeiicy,af4«^c3lx?rQMlSi-tat0.i 
rcfidc^ un/^l^ tbe.ieLi[pd^iiHifEKis.ef:t};ue: reJigioh, : 
ant^ CO ^r^t^pdufic- KntY'fi'oJ'fcfjiitlfm: mi.inci'jfff'^'^ 
e:!cc. toull goodlipipr.an^iwhci fuJi afljaigiiifl;.; 
i;;0r,tnU.-pFi'daiio- tiieiBi'tiycs-.thC: beiief^prs ot'i ■ 
uiiiukjtid, A'c ?re rtiiiiitl^p^ the.boafte ot' the: 
e|»ciirta]i£, who I'pvuk^in.e^ihed terms, of the'. 
oijligiLiIcinii of the \^p^Id. totheir Qie-4ti matter £pi- 

ii)H ni^likipd ^ouihiibft.uuifviii'eriiMc yoke of-^fi^pon- - 

/■V*f«'ij^yii-'r«*c''ig •I^»?''•fr^'!*'^^y'^'''"'^"^o■;■ 
tlw w^;u tJAfp/jo^-flf^^wi^'i-vft' ai«i, a.fit(iiiK: flate.. 
0\ rcirihiithn ! ■■ -^.ni- .■;.:'■ ,<■■■■ ■-■ ■ 

• P.I5C., ..■....■-•. -•:..■.■ 

f Burnet's hift- of his own times, ^mI- I. p. 132. 

,.t ^The.I**li.*#j#ttie- imtvi»i-t«lityof the foul is ' 
tiie^/^rh/g oi' viriUcr ami Ayic jdions. W.ithout 

a iuiowledjiw iiitd pftroitiiim ot (his doi?h-ii;c, the : 
Itafe of tjieo-jii.' [Ik M0*1(I^ M>i>uJd be a. lime of vi. 
cieiKC auii briit^Uyi 
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..-hitrlv the dial' lighit of- nature been fafadetit to 
diircover-t6:it»iiknul> tbH'iiioinaik»>iHtmnh.'(T:{ci$ 
:prEnMt)M^oi( ;'^>^''^^'*<*'^^^^ t«vAa(icPlI'^L'e 
sre indbbietl-£ak- thfli ^iifoRable^iAahcisit&it 
■we iliallfeiutt here^ery.lftid^tfirelI«giow;)tmftate 

f of.unoeiting-felicitf^*' ■ ,''.ii-. :•- !■ ,•■■,.1- --. .' 

fiace, and thai theit;Ih'>>4MklviflHllt'«d)4«4tttA(l * 

and vice punifhed, necefrarUyin)peh us to good- 

nefs ; difluaflifS^'sTAaretiTY^evates the foul iii 

s&'- 



. n^rsjyPtiecdlarj'j.tp .mro)v^.av(aV a^te,)Vj^,_^^^ _ 




vol. 11. p. C36, 537. " )5eJore eiir Sfvioui 
-0ritmV'67ft'6^:fcJi(^,'lHV^4AAf-iA«iIV)f<ir)^tu.. 

^- biakti i«Ont0pn(tfitiat'JC,"iViS~)M8 iliatiyJilfiMVii'in 

was no where made aiiii«rtert«F*«taVo*»ti?I«i- 
plc of religion ; of Jefiis Chrilt_, thcrciore^ it iinjr 

It llgk. AVtdi^nit-lttJ/y tilfthflF E4i(ji^ei^iil6''or 
the foul's immortality, but liaih ^riven us au iiiiQuel- 
K«;iaMfc'!rffenini»lof*:;Bvl'aifify7tlie-a*S^t aiid 
alfo -*>y lite ■((«S^«)*^daibttl-tifitf-1ff(;!*iffiWi;iiK0 
ihtjavet* .l>--:-3/ ■••» ■u'^. J'.i ,t')l!!jni 'ii-u-. ■ u (. ..-i 

How hath the rcvehition of r\tk ■j4i.^ *Hi[ft 
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•17x19 trutb^ many fccptic^l writers have b«ci» 
fomgtaaoufi «& to acknpwlcdf^e ; particularly a c£* 
jiebrdtcckfaiUuriahyiaf the prcfent period, whoaf- 
:iftr(^f llMt.^^TMiiifdft.iubiiBie efibrts ^ifhUofophy 
canexle&d n^ fivtber: th^o tepoiai out the deiire^ 
the hope^ or at moiV^ the prtihahility .id.9^ futtu'C 
ftace ; that there is nothing except a divine r^t- 
latioHf which can afcertain the exiftence, and dtf^ 
cribciin!^ condition of the invifible country that '» 
de^fcjopf dfta recQive th» £oi|l9' -of n^Ui «fi9*thcir 







' idi^antaff^^o piety over eye^ cohfideration that 
coald cSiitr tempt tocn ti its pradice, or deter 
them from it I Tm triew &[ heaven and bell, liill 
caufe tts to difeibem t)ie momentary plea^^re^and 
paint of tbe prcfebj| llfe/M^ ^vfe' attraSlops and 
cncouragefneftt$ tor virtue, Wbtiih i^eafiin. ^d *&• 
tereft^^d a todcctfi fur 0ut kappine!^ casni^t 
tet"approvei' ' \ 

.. ..Upodi this fouivIatGon, iirid upon this only, wMh 
rarityilWidli .firm .ignd defi^ejt all/competitioo t 
This.c^ufes religion to b^ ibmething more than a 
asuiiej^ .afuMUntial goqdj moft> worthy of Our 

. |Hulf uits andi^P^eayorsi^' :. : •■ 

, . ... . . r , .. , 1 ., ■ 

f Gifebm's hUpry of the. decline. and faU of 
the Roman empire* Vol* I« jj^-^jfU^f 

' : . ^or the truthi that ui^iited reafon is infuffi- 

. cient to demon/h-ate the immortality of the foul, 

fee a treatife intitled^ Deifm Revealed, vol. L p* 

J74yetireq. andLeland^» view of fleiftical writers^ 

.'..y^.JI.p. 25^ . ,- ■ 



f[ ffM J)" 

. *^ Thtsre ure no i^r^iii9nt% fays a writer of 
^eolus- iiud :Ikeratnrr;.X\vho^r'by the powej* xjf 
truth ^ nvas xoinpdled 16 jnenoKince his )>rjncip]eft 
of dfefffn and to eixftirBcax)hiiftianiC9ry!*f in favnr of 
tany.^piDum mcunftinsoiiohiiiveptlnnidiofe which art 
produced, ^y philofophers, to prn^e the iinmorL 
tality of the fouU If this afiertion fliall »ppenr 
^o for'cibley^let it be recaibs^^^ thttt CMro, 
.rko wiibecf to. believe that eke Ibid.'U iinmorrAX 
^nd had tiioroughiy fludiifcd tbec^iniaQB-on.tho fiibi. 
I^eft of procedJng.philofdphens^ found bim&lf (Mi 
j»iexed and isidetermixifid-^ \ -; 



. . i 



^ With- all his proofs out of Plata ; viik <ill 
the arguments which his vaft reading and great 
-abilities could ftirni^h him with, for the trutfi oTthe 
immortality of the foul, he was fo tittle fatisfieijt; 
Xt> far from being certain ; fo far -firom entei^taumg 
^mopinion diathe had proved,or conld ^rtyvif St^that 
Jie rtpeatedly phsfefTes ihis tgnoraaa and ioidt (^ 
thefaa.'t . - 

And tot the knowledge whiA thte heathen world 
ttofleflcd, refp^fting the future, 6x,iitence of xhc 
loiil, I'e^^ Gfotius, ohtbe fruthpftte'thrill'ianrcli- 

'0m, p.';!? 75/7*>*ri^R^Fn%iSWc^ 
vol- II. p. 430. 

. ^' . It w^ Plato, (ays the author la(i memijaned, 
.{hat.firftyreoliEed the dodrliie of the iminqrtaiit|r 
pf the ioul, which Socrates learnt frorja Pythago- 
ras,; Pytha|;-oras- from the ^gyptlaas, and the 
.£gyptians^oin the Hebrews.'^ 

^ Soam6 Jenyns, cEfi^. feehis third le^are^ ad- 
drelTed^to Mr. Gibbon. *' ' \ '^^ 

. t Mri Lofke* 
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If the fenrimejats ivhicfa fome pagans have ex^ 
prefled of the immortality of the fouly bad been 
inpreired on their- minds by the power of God 
hitnTelfi^ it; is rational tDoonclnde they would have 
been more. dilliiid;,--unifoniiy and agreeable to 
truth* 

I 

It b not fiifficient to accoant for the religion of 
At gentilesy to fay , that nature cries aload through 
all her vrarkspthere'is a God ; fince it is mdubi* 
tably. true> that mankind either cannot, or wilt 
uoty hear this voice* Was it fo clear and audible^ 
as is pretented by fome, why is it not underflood 
.by altnatiansf - 

Had mankind been mfluenced by it, their yelU 
gious practices would not have been fo inconi!fti» 
ent witb<ea£b other aoid conxcadic'bjry to this, di*> 
vincinftru£lor ; nor would the literati fo gene- 
'jrally have \wlu\gcdjccptical and athetflical ipec^ 
ulacions. 

The^doftrine of facrifices, and of the immort:^ 
.llty of the foul, • which obtained in the heatfaea 
world, and the whole chaos of opinions, in what 
W termed nafurAt religion, can be no other thait 
the retiduttin pii '^ very early and great corruptioa 
'ff divine revelations 

The T\ewT we approach to the tfmcs in which 
>cverarion' was niadc to men, or to the place 
where it was preferved, >vc perceive the right of 
Sacrifice, which, was a great objeft dt revelation, 
to prevail ; ami the farther we recede from the 
time 9iid:j)Iac<-of revelation, we dbferve moral 
darknefs to increafe, 'till. we arrive to thofe vho 
have DOC m their language, any word c:iiLpreflive 
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citne ieitj, nor the lead idea of facrifice or im^ 
mortality* 

« 

The firftphilofophers made noble efforts to eftab- 
Efii fomc falutary doiStrines ; they had, however^ 
xio fbundation upon which they could proceed—— 
The itoicks^ in pcirticular, obierved, that there 
was a fltiiefs and beauty iu virtue^ and forcibly 
jreconi mended ici praclice- But they were una. 
ble to afcertain its principles, and^ therefore^ 
•ould not place it oa a proper bja{is- 

They were obliged t<> contend, that vfrtuc is 
its own reward, which was pleaiing in theory^ 
,but difguftful in practice- Tliey often <aw virtue 
debafed., and vice triunipbint ;. for fitch events 
tliey could aiTign no reafon^, and againft fuch 
evils they could apply nO' remedies ; the confe- 
^uence was,, they were filled with doubt and def« 
pair* He^ce Cato flew himfelf, and Brutiss follow, 
ed his example ;* who declared when he died, 
that he followed virtii^> as a reality, though i^ 
was but a mere illufion- Such was the uncertain-- 
fy that prevailed among^ fojoe of the moSL en<» 
lightened ixations- 

In confeqoence of thfs mental obfcurfty, man/ 
who admitted the hnmortaliiy of the foul, feem 
rather to have maintained, that it did not imme- 
diatdy periihi, when feparated from the body^ 
than thai it witt e-xlOi forever^ 

Agreeable to the opinion of Seneca, the foiai 



* Dioir Cafs* L xlvii^ p» 5ij$« 
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troiM continue in ^xHtence, diirh:i|rra.cemin: tnitie 
only ;f for a i:)eriody it was appreliencied,. woiilii 
arrive, when a general conflagration would take 
flacks mid all things ije reduced Jio'b&cirpnnikive 
.Qliaotic &dtCM- f . . < . r 



,1 



■ The regiryh tjf ifepnrred fouls was ftippofed 
behave bten'bfentathfiiV the depths of the taith, 
TV-hrre tholC; who had practifed virtue had e^yfeirti 
ifWi- th^if j5r«*tion 5' but 'thai thoft whft 'had" betrt 
inflncnced by'Vfc^', ^ere configned to fiprfltnifeA 
in Tartaru^. But t!ie pcrincincnce of the (kna- 
*tion of rftefe fdu1% in liappinerr or niiferyj was 
mlot (lAernnoW-; nnd as the opinion of their fir- 
^nre cxihehcc wasfonnded on no authority, aiid 




' ' Tlif'; ftntii;nfenf Wcs incakattd in fom*r bcalitifiil 
^ne.s by CdTuUas- 



■* « • ^ k- 



' /* The' furi may 'fet and rife agairi • bnt we 
Soon Ss'ftur^fhdrt-lived Taper isfcxtihtl, 
Sink in a deep, and everlalling fleep, 
And no napre ^\Aake to dai*.*' 

*■ ThE'*-po^t^M6fchns, f^^pi^eff^s' hi;nff]/td the 
Tanic.pnn:?oie*,*iii tfis 'epitaj^jh iipoli Bi.ojV. '■ 
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ff 



f SomeTaid, that after death, the foul was dif- 
(ipated and left. • <M9ep9-,*tha«^t remained for a 
feafon r and fo-nc, that it would never ceafe to 
be- Cicc-io tufc- 5aeftt:l.»i«.J 9-' 1: . 
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^' Alas r the mallow in the garden fair, 

ibid herbs and flowers may fade ; but tPre^r 

again 
Rife up tc^Iife, and have tbeir lurch renewed. 
But we^ the greac^ the powerftxl; ind wi&^ 
Soon as we (ink oUiviont, there enfues 
A deep, a deadly, ever-dwing ileep^ 
From whence we wake aomore.^ 

Seneca, in the troades^ siakes a prribn fajr, 
** There is nothing in death, and death itfelf -is 
nothing/^ And Ciefar, in his fpeech on occafioa 
a£ Catiline's confi^racy, dechred, that V To thofe 
wholiveinforrow andaiifery, death is arepole 
froin their oifaDDi ties,, nor a torment ; that it puts 
ao end to all the evils mortab arc fobject to,, and 
that beyond it^ there is tio place left for anguUh 
or joy.'** 

.' . . . '..I . ■ . •• 

The doflrine of a life hereafter, and of future 

rewards -and puniihments^ haraig fieen fo'9t/ckrrm 

. ly made, knerwn, and fo partMly maintained m 

-^le gen^e world, proved a great impBdimcint to 

virtue, and incentive to vice ; but, hs4}pily, this 

defe<^ is remedied by chrifttaniiYj which ex- 

prefHy teaches, that there is a life after this ; 

that there will be a refurre^on of the body, and a 

day of public retribution, of everlafting happi* 

nefii^ or mifdry, according to our prefent adEoiis. 

' It is thus, manifeft, that the articles in Mr. 
Paine's treed, which can be approyed of, are al« 
raofl entirely, though it is probable he is iiifcnft- 



* Apud Salluft- Bel. CatiUii; cap- ^«« 



bleof it^ptirlolned frdrn theholy.feKftnB'es*.* But 

" ' • ^f ■• . • ••'. • ■ ''•..' \ 

• •«4ijf«>/>.h , •■ ■^■«.'-i 1.*'. ■• • 

are indebUrd ctir.-diyine re^^BiiticiiT-^^or tvkafever 
excellence 'iiftkanfltakied 4oft]ji[^Sb. rbligi0Ti> !(\^hich 
f acl hath beftrdbeea natioed)d«e lStaiiciat)Di«':^cKiy 
of divinity, vol. I. p. 519, 520* Shuktord's connec- 
.^n,. vjci* {. p^. -1 57-.! ^iOuep r Gdb&ni's Uvpaftoral 

• I^Der. ^« 66^&Ci^ ,\: . • :■ nriif n ^ 'jr-r f ' 
:■■.:'..:> . -■ J ■. ;- -..'t ,-.! • ,t.! ;!'}.;^A ^'•■. ■ 'iSi 
vi' . n Ktt tiotiQn9V>^ayb^ iM^V R:QtliEX^j(bbU«ft idlbtdos. 

• ^irovidehce: tb3e.> j^rrvcmsi ^oii -preiidis- ibverriilL 
! tilings, ieveaHhcrliMieft.'eVents, snul .cot)fequ«nt- 
Jhr ^fODddCeada to. .take.togcjzaQQB.clf. every par* 

ticular drcumttance, was the efFedl of ti-tTadia»a 
as old as the worlds and derived from revelation* 
9r •"•' I ^■■' ' ■ - /:oit; •'':.! ...... t i ■> .:"iif:- -■: ^ 

^» rr&e^^^cxid A^pbvrd £nmtt» idcribaSf;tfaeih«|i(y 
rriicce&.rbf fais;.iBaftes-^o< rthe.cprDtedtidnt-iaf-'GoU, 
ef'ffdb(rfab&d Usiahov and^^vfery-Jthii^tcoBwa- 

• • ■ - 

. ' • J •'• .•• .r •- 

Ulyfics cjwhs, tJiat it ^' wag God itvh&'had:ieiit 
ihimpiciity of gaiue.f^.-f v.f .'. ••,:... - 

... Ilsatfit^y .'or:pDcxfi(|DBKB^ n«^ /.dioaght (diaot- 

tend its care to animals, may he deduced from a 

.-firinc^le>fi&dtfrer»ilfed!fnJHonr0tr)i tAmhk «;S|kak- 

-fctjiTif a:dave,hcfa>T, that '**'Aife ii-<ftfcld>n«:i3* 

-frr.kiabe:takco."^qt^ ' " ■ .. " - . •» ■ • 



• ■ « 



We muflAotthsmfope-beiwprlxed, that Ho- 



ktn divefted of its irnpidks^ how con!t\ii^iid' is 



VJV. '<9« itf^V^«<«^t^>.^^|4«»i 



•r fliouldmake all the events which happen to 
inkind to depend iipoii providence, even to the 
.pr«fs H!Oii3cnt when they ihall take place, as iu 
e inftaixe of- the coritiiuisiKe o^ UlylFes in the 
lll« of Ogyjria ; " from whence he was not to 
part, until the time iixed by the Gods for his 
ciirn to Itlilica.''* 

Thtre is- nothing wherein chance feems fo 
ucIi ro prevail as in caliing of lo|£.. Yet tiie de.. 
ion was afcribed tojupirer, (ince prayers were 
fered up toi him Ibr the fuccefs of it ; as when 
c lots were call, who fliould fi^ht with Hcc» 
t^ 

Homer, in an adinirablc manner, defcribes this 
atchful card of providence over mankind, by the 
geniousHiilrion i)f two urns, to fliew that provi- 
^nce alone directs and dHpenfes gocii and 
jl» 

/^ -Man is born to bear ; 



Such i^, alis ! the Gods fcvw're decree, 
7 hey, only they. ;ire blefl; and only free. 
Two unn by JcAc'shigh throne have evffr 

flood, 
The f«v>rce of evil one, and one of good ; 
Fn»in i:iti*ce ihe cup.qf inortal men he iills, 
DLnin^s to thcfc, to thofc diflributcs illi: ; 

* Od. i- 17. f lb. vii. 179. 
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his fthcmc of re!ijr5on? How much ih/erhr tt 

*^' :nofl he mingles both: the wretch decreed 
lite the br.d unmixed^ is curtt indeed \ 
. ■■•'ti by wrongs, by meagre famine driven, 
. . • ^ ::'jers outcall both of earth and heaven.'' 

P6pk. 

' . , - :-7 a fcroml fiflion, not lefs noble 

,. >iicv/s that this difpenfation of good 

' pcla^tt.d with the moil perfe6V .fi:jui- 

\. : r I . ilriles in the hands of jnpiter, 

■V*: the fate of mortals ;* which 

i . • .jTO^'idtnLC- that prefides over 

• : .1. ;• iu^:- wOrjreclioiis and rewards; 

V. . :. ' . !^ ana iiieafure, and alfo, that 

. ' . ■ uvsii-uiided on juiiice* 

. .:•. r. a tk)ns, fays a learned author, 

. their exceJJent nior.'l maxims, 

■■v«, from the moll ancient times. 

i;f I uie ancient wife men among 

c . > iHiis, Bactrians, Iiidianb and 

\ , ■ . '.». 'TLU'ai;:d Chinefe philofopher 

ai:.. fwiou'j, did not j ratend to be 

t'U' . 'V .^ral precepts he delivered^ but 

to )i^ c . : '• ' 7Joiii ar.cn of ^rcaUr antU 

oufty y \ • •- ' oni Puiig, who lived near 

a tboL.'u::;. ■ .in; ; and who ulfo pro- 

i.:\'it'C ;o :• . ■•'irin^ of the undents ^ and 

cfpec.*iii;' <>; ! : '::i^xlio\vtre eminent Chi- 

nrfe ,Kj^..:.ii«y: - *- »via"ctt's hilt- China, p. 

I'ly 
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j^riftjaniiy.if , .Thc^/aq^- writings inform us of 



' * pee .OB tlic.,^T!3i^tiges' aii3 excetlenfe of 
chn^Mnitfi tit- Hunmond's yvorks,i6l, I. pt 
t96,jetfeq- Mr. tocfce's works, vol. II. p. 530, 
etieq* . Grotiiis, on thc'^ruth of ttie chriftian re> 
Ugion, p* <)7, et ieq. £ifhop Qibloo's II paAoral 
letter; J. Dr. Fldes's Il^ermon % ih? xxvtXerinoq 
of Mr* Stern, and lE^ Y^^^V'^'^.^P^oic Jenyn's. 
Efq,.'"voI. II. pr io6,33fti"etfeq.. 

Aijroti^ numerous tefihnonies which might bo 
adduced, by other laymen, in favor of chriftianityi, 
inention: fliall^h^re be made.of two gentlemen on- 
ly, 9f di'ii"g'^'''*'J literary talents, and. who were 
(u fcom-be\i3% addicted tofuperJHtipn and bigotry. 

, , Tbp,*a^t1>or. o|-the lettrcs Jutvft, in the perfoa 
^a jew,T»ctiui|wlcdge£, that "The iirft naia- 
rene doinors prefcribed a 4pc1rine Co conformable 
to equity: and/oafcful to fociety, that their great- 
eft ad veiiarie^ no^ti agp^e,, that -their mqral prer 
cepts are infinitely fuperibr,ta this wifeft philora« 
pher» ofaBUctuitj-f" . Lettre j^a. 

, *' We are informed hy good. authoT;|y„ fays 
MpnC de Maufwsrtuis, in lus elogy on Barott rf^ 
Mintef^meu, that he declared with his dying 
breath, to ihofe ground hiin,. and jjariicularly to 
the Dwtchefs D'Auguillon, ihat th- morality of 
the goflKl is a inqlt excellent tliiiH^. and the moft 
valuable' pFpleui thai V°^})' co,iiid^have been re- 
ceived,.!^ inan tfttm h« creator-" 

The baroai iii his celebrated wotli, the fpirit o£ 

■■-■;... -jj 
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ihe being, natnfc axid atff ftiullss" of feoff ;''thatiirf 
is a fpirit, without body, parts or paUions, eter- 
nal, immutable, omnipot^nf,'^\miii)refcBt, omnif- 




ahd'tioly ghoft, of o;neTublfatece, power "and ctef-* 



«ai*th' 

ftate »f honor, happihefs, i^nd nioral excellence ; 
of, the law iirit itnpofed qq him ; of bis apoftacy, 
3fegradatldn knd mifiery }' oiFbis reftoHitioir to dig- 
ftity, hdliuels and blifs, through the? jp6wer> itit^t* 
ceuidii aiid mcrirg of thcf fdn of God; of divmic' 
providence ; of all the* various duiiics we bWc to 
God, bnr neighbor and oiirfelvcsj- that wth^rtf- 
.pedt to God, v-e are to revere .hijs name j to rgn* 
der him the oblation of bA'r faiaVtV f tb bffer; hijn 
our worlhip, publicly '; in Opr jfairilKeTB^alfqi^ -aiiJ m* 
out cloTers ; thai: \heii^h to jpm our'irtift '1& hifi •' 
tfobe rcfijgncd to all the diipcnfations orHsprp-' 
vidfuce ; to be perfeSly^elBedieftt to his Svilly and,* 
in all our aftious, to endeavor, to the utmoft of 
our abilit)^, to promote nis^lloaor and'gld/yj that, 
witlj refped.to oui' neigh(H>r, wear* to lov^ him 
as ourtl^Jvc's ; nof onK' to forbeay injuring hinj in 
Sis If eputatldn^ P^rfoft ajjd propt^rty, but tb reqi^itc 
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laws, paffes fcveral encomjum4» on the chriftian re- 
figion; particularly in booxxsdv; chap. III. '*Ho\v 
admirable, fays he, Is the chriftian relfgioir, Avhith, 
while it feems only .to have in. view the felicity 
jpf the other life, conftitutfcs thehji^jifters AIf this ••* 



gao|d, far.^vH; ifanxBcmjri to .mioifter to. Jys 
want's^ ji|^|nnecdinty ;, .to. ep tertian no paflion of 
angcr^jhatrciJ, envy, .naali<;5,.'or revenge to any 'j 
but cijQ^ aft ifi. be;, pbcaple^ kusnabey cpurteoiut, at. 
fe^tionat^, pe;i,c£able^ jiift ;: and, in all cdfes^ to dq 
to otliers, a& oil a change of circumilances, fcW 
fhould wilh they would do tp us ; jandj as fap as^ 
poflible, by eVery rational neans in our powei*^ to 
pron^ote the. prefent apdfi^u^.e,bappj[ii€|rs of 9iai>^ 
kiiui ;;^ iiua4jJ;V^ii^ regard teiQurfe^^^^ dilc.lj«iai 

: * -■ ■ f- ■ * ^Kf : . s ' ^i . C ,M. , • . « '■ I 



jv;) fc/i'ii.. .Ti^T^'jz'.'iTiT rr rrf" - 
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• ** To produce th« grp.?tcft poffiblc effcfts by 
the lead eiforts^faystbe truly learned and ingenious 
Baron. Sielfeld; is tlie higheft perfeAion in nature^ 
and. . at', the faane time, the t|gue.iluFaderiftic of 




uf^^nivmrLf, one iimplepriniciple alone, by waicb 
ue w^lf ^P^ .every , part, is connedea'aoil pert 



petudlly fvipported, and that is lqve^.. The at- 
tradiqaQf . (peleftial bodies, as. well its thofe of 
which, our.jxiqbe is formed, is. ^ fpecie^of love ; ik 
^^^Jii^fR^ ^^'!'^.^^^ ^^^ other. \\l . ^. 

lus k nie'tnxe mf Aii/m, the triie (yftem of the' 
^aft.a^oa^ ;v^fa^h;.indude8 ib]ng|l)ing fo divine* 
It'apjpefirs to]t>e mc will.of God to eftablifti by 
the itkoiith'of the IMessiah, the fame (hnple prin- 
ciple 19 vn^^mt i^xthe ^plf of lliuman.aAioiiSy by 
l^aying, lovf* \i was bis will, in the conduct of 
mau]4hd/^ jua.every . ptber part ^f nature, there 

^iould bii;.^ c^hexi i^unq^Ie than that of love* 

. . ' 'I 



f Hi ) 

dufge no aifpoflban ifor;thoughts*'ff '^ 

humflity, mcftleftjfy ternp'cratice^: ftJbrfbt j^J* ^baftp 
ty; purify 6f feat-t^ aiiirf of ev^iy gJraceiaiM'viifhitf^ 

' ChrxftianJty tedtrircib \i^ tiHb, properly to dif- 
ilhsfi^gc all thdle ibcial and relative dutitttw^ owe 
t6'eich*bchef ate ta6iribers'(ctf d^^ • ttiagHl 

tfatf^s > JilirfSiVrs dFfdigion-V pafttfts]? 'Aifdfw t 
mailers and fervants ; it aflFords every ncceffaiy 
meaus of rcli^SnfHfiPuftIfti?*"^tfnd every necei- 

■;, - /^' ^^^i^u£a^A;)J^ •* • ^ 

• - •• .• \ . . t' 7i I z. t .■ , - t f ,;. : .'.»i*i:i».J. ^ 

/?(& i7wri/Ii\, by '^K^aci^ * them firom ttfts tifuirf 
prirtdpic; 'Evefy'jrt^dAfelc'ffio^^ Ample', cqmi? 
prehenlive and univerial in its cfFdds. 'iBvcrj^ 



*^oi-MV'' fe'faas; jJt-iiich^atbl iii3rikffed; andhirf 
doarine has teettHhar t)f^W\-t^X^«fffcJld*»cle? 
meius of imiyerf4 cruditiou,.vol. I. p» -52, 5i»« 




fcdlv ignorant pf relijiiaus kxiowledac ; as wjiar 
are deembd t)^e pftiic^rdfkafifSVtyrii^ 
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[^jaid to Mfi^ us ; to cQOinply vfith* i{s requifii* 



1 ' 



■r- • , • •.■ 

. . •• ■ ■ • < 

ooty in any tcJ^raUe.. j^ree of perfeAion, bceii < 
difcovered even by the (ages of antiquity^ but by 
lone and laborious imre^gdcion. Is it %he^ unne- 
ceUary tOjiffiird oiaojuml H^aids of jTf^ligious m-> 

] Jf l^.to.gJiyCaip djyiiie knpwicdge to die ufe 
of their unajjijled reapm ; or without |:.bc . miniC* 
tration of the divine word^ how deplorable would 
be tfaeir jgnorance of relig^i 

. Asby^ n^i^re they ar^^ prone to ey3^ toi^. 
4ai9^.fh0in fr9^ v'ice, $ind to excise tbem to vir^i 
t^i, hit^not Mcejffary, cjiat ynoral and religious 
prance O^d Ihrequcv^y^Xtci/^ that tbfji 
jfaouid '' have line upon lioe^ and precept upon 
precept?*' .. .... -,, ,. 

As.fuch is the,]ip))edIity^of.bufnan n^iture, that., 
unailifted by divine grace, we are incapaUe of re« . 
ligious pracUce ; unable to rtUtt temptations and 
tgk.^fdfaiarge.pur ,dttty, ji^w important to our mo- 
r;ii^,\\^uBt,be'iifqrdfinti(inj,,{^^ we receive 

thei aidf^.of :tfae divine fpirit) efpecially pubKc 
wofflivfii :W$ich doty is forcibly enjojaed on us in 
the bdy &riptures, and, withd gracious afibr* 
ance, that our uniied fupplications to God ihaQ 
be indulged with -^ia parucular favor ? Matt* 

«viii.jjbt,;.. . ;:. ,;. ,,,: .V V <■; . 

t .' • ' 

[.\yere njff\ tp f*r>ejiral^ grayer, before God,^ 
KoW hardened would t>e their hearts in vice; 
bow uofufccptJUe to good tmpreffioos \ bow c »» 



witli divine knowledge ; gives confolation to the 
bread of guilt rrecflttcttcs tW'WrGod ; renovates 
the heart; fanftifies our affections, and renders 
oUT'WilU obWient to tiie 4lvite^ili^^ • ^^ V*'=/ 

^ ...■•••? - « ^ •,■.,.. • 

Chriffiattity ^ dfcrs *c 4noft^allurUlg*ShcchtWe^' 

vice ; moderates our enjoyments ; prefci*<^es*bi* 
from 

the 

Chriftianity is ad"nrfOTWy^e3Ta1tfl*edt€iai>Wmbte^ 
the good of focicty ; to maintain public peace j^ fajlh 
anff jiiftice \ gh^s-peac^«i4<toi)ti*frtmttit\^o th^ 
mmd 
biappinils 

A . • I 

t * * 





•^^ »CS-^l *0» •^^w^t v^* «^» 



l&*ariged:TtomGbdH'how contaminated by itii- 
qnity ? . ■ » > 

-But^ Mr. ?!iirie,/m. W>?<^'ftra^(^;i^e1{gW^^ 



iijcardt 

'^Prayer, mdeidj' fe^iedirfidflw t6 'be \ttt^tb%V 
And declares,* that ** his mind oiily^ts''fcr# 
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yM^-s^u AeAV-^^areb^ trh«rcdif'<hall dwell rrghcis*^ 
oirfnefe; «f a-4ai^ of fiiturfc retrilmtkm, of un^ea-'- 
fitifb-^AlSftmovts^M tHi$ ^\t9 and imp^nirent ; of 
eternal and ineffable rewards to the righteou»an4 
obedient* 

Indeed^ it i^vde btn^voleiir defign of chriftiaiiiw^ 
tf.toeotiivmKaft'aS'ttite^ffe&sof jlioyand'to re jftort • 
man ei»'0vm*rfil»ef%h^ hin^prittine ;iiate it hontr;^ 
purity^ 'aBd>blt(fedner^^ 



. * J-.v 
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• , I .•. ■! .-k ..ir - .-1- • i *. ■ * 
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/ 

^' The cehyrs^ei^achiavtlf to eKtulpatc bim-^ 
fetf from ■ th^ ehairge V)f infidelity/ delivered tb'cf 
fdWovvioR' -exttylliiw- ftfofejhthn; f^hSch miay be "• 
regarded as exhibiting i JimhHi^yi^ie^ '^'tll tt^'- 
vealed religion) rcfpedting his belief of chrif^ 

; . 1 . .' • • 1 . ; . 1 • • • I . •**■ I • • • • . • «• ^ - .• 

** As I undoubtedly hope, fays he, by the me- 
rits of Chrift, afid*byfaith*in him; to attain eter- 
nal falvation ; fo I firmly believe the cbriftian 
profeffidn Id be thi! <^nly true religiMHow-ln i^'- 

Wbi4d4' -■•i ,2J'-.'?'..f^:-3 :>r.. ii; .l\.' '■ :;:; - :i: .^. 

, ,"♦ I ' T \ • ' • • I i •*'■.■ f " '• ' . 1 * ; . 1 ; ■ > . . • • .•, 

'l- .»!>. .^ailcV' ..■•-■.. 4- ...1. ..J .•• 

•?sFc«t, 'lJ*rti'iftiflf,'perfiiadea,*|tb« : all ditkie 
vices', Mxllldi Gdd dedghed to^e^h the worM^ : 
are itoifialfied in the booto of the lioly fcriptur^, '; 
as thify are now* extent and r^c^ived among us* 

^FroA thchi r undcrftand. thiit 'G6d creat(*d 

f>f our fpecies, by their frailty, loft at once their •; 
integrity and paradife, and entailed fin and mife* 
rf^V^ tlfliinf>«tf«Af^> f That 'Abniglif y Goi^ (o 



mMire of cbriflBaniqi;.A.Ir«lieion ^at.-CQ^ 
itf6U;!tocxira€ceptan^<,*by w.^he. chains •aff)ea*.j> 
foo 9Qd' trutih ; wifdom and g^p4oe£i$4ut:<^?eft.'aD4' 
JMTial.exceUeacel ^^ vr.i, .-. j: ,.': ■;■..;. [ • ;•.■;•: »- 

A religion whofe authenticity hath bee^ fanc- 
tioned; by! nameroils*?!^ ofrprovW^npe ; by tbe 
fpif it. of prophecy ; by the p0«;er: oCiPikaql^S'^bjF. 
itii^(|Qniibuig;,propa](aticK>i by ic» rendfli^ingi^or-'' • 
live all the attempts of enenueS;for}^i;dQftru^k>n^^ 



. •*• 



A religion that gives no countenance to facri- 
fices of cruelly ; to rjtes^.of obf^iwyr ;• tp fi5>cr- 
itition. and f<iiiboo4> to e^ror 4ad yi^e ;^ but is ks 
cv^ry.r^pe^ ivorthy of Go^ ajcA :ac|agted tp the 
ttate aad i^atur^OlE-ips^ I: r 



.i • 



A rellgrjon that hatn been produSive of.tti^; 
woft falutary cfiedb ;^ that juiUy demands oar 



. ^ ■'. ' . 



repw.this lofi, did out of his JpfiDitCf. mercy, and 
with unparalleled gi*uce and goodnefs^ fenc|t^i|i^ 
only begotten ion into the world to teach us new 
truths ; tt> bi? 4 petfeA:tKMMfxfi^'f^ ffifrtte^-^^pi* 
iDefs and obedhcnce^; to r^^ftore'ltruie ryili^jOQtr^di^; 
generi^ted amQ|Qg[i|l|e^ieMi»^U)to fuperilk|@>n,r^i' 
mality and bypocrify | l^dieifor the £aLvatiocV <>f :: 
mankind ; and^ in fine^ to give us the holy Vpirif 
to regenerate o^r; hearts, fapport^oor .faid|^ and 
l«E|d|us^h>tQa)VtfuU:i**' ,.Mafi^v<^'^via4ic?tioo^ 
p»7*'? ♦■"**;' •' \' r. ••■• -I .z'':-"** - .-^ :'i 

0? .tlaiiH|r^g5 j?w tIi^tc^^JWM«^|«ci!l» fej^i 






fif iptaivs,'-Md in «hulr% h{fior}r,?wliich mu^t! be 
<ffated CO teftify thrf happy ejfe£& of ihrimauity 
«D tlie.lifes of miny of us profdlbrs ; butfor'the 
laki ofobrevky, a I'mkie pafiage only frbm St* 
Jtiftiii'B 6x4lt upcfo^ 'for the cbtiUian jreli^ibnj 
irt-fiTe'iR-i3«y JbaitTbenitcd. .' - -. : i )» 

This learned fadiEr was converted lib c^ftlin» 
ity on the fulkft coKvi£fioK of Us truth, after ha- 
tiagi'Atoibai^if-'mvaiBgkxtiiim, 3sdfiiUo.'the.Ve< 
HgiOns <tf the Stoicks, ThePytbagoreans anilTlm 
A$tokl«i..A^'befeate(ibit£^ with'hiE blDOcbJ:j> 

After having Oiewn, tfiat in embracing chrif- 
tjauity he was l aKu ei i eP^ \ty -eea/im ; and having 
e^qtoTed the injuftice of c«rdc?nning c'lnlnans to 
*»t)^mor*l|fioi(*c<»fU^«-qf'ib*:«- ijanj^^tl^se^a* 

an earthly, but an heavenly kingdom : and ex- 
plained the ctH^ftan- dbArine; he d\\'e1h on the 
marjt/ ^gj,of . c br i ft iaoiq; upon \hofc who, re- 
^iVfiil'it. . .'^ .. " ^. ';,■"■. ,'',"-.''■■. ■^■''^■'i 

•'<'':^ttiii^aik.'dii%fe'mg'ftted ill SktAp 
Apry ; tiit'no'w, V^'l(JV'e"iiShiiig' but purity* 
we Who" lilade 'ule df oiag^c3):3rti,,no* .give M 
fiiirTelves entWy'"- to'^flle hi.fiiom-' W'Gtld'; y/S 
^^0' o,!iIv fouglft ttic means o^^nrJtWng ourftH-e^i, 
i'ow'lijve uur'gpoas'ift comoititi', oiW'atbers "11111/ 
piirt^te'of."fheln'■; fotilier]y,v9 haced oncjiantp 
thVrV irven 'tb'''<icdf h : ■. but trafce' (he -.ifliflffe-i* 
Jeius Chi'ift'.'^we'ru'e'ili-rrfeirtMfii^ iai 'jh-^j' fd^ 
our eaenues. We eattcfvor to am^ppt* dite 



( "t 1 

IM^ure wKkb tntn caini. pqlGrfev^«jld*vvfa9db i^ 
genius^ learning and piety^ hath been approved 
•f and highly efteesBM- ino^vvrjp age i 

: ^Bot^yto the reproach of hwian nuture^ a refi- 
fion that hath been traiijuciecb and blaipheined bjr 
a libertine Jeijt, who woodd wiih to extirpate it 
from 'the earth, and to fubftitute in its 'ftead> a? 
religion .(when ieparated. frooi the art5di?6it hatji 
jerired from revelation) o£ ighorancf land. nttfi 
laiicholy \ of doubt and uncertainty ;'of mifer/ 

flnd'wretcbednefs^f of vies andi^llyl ' .« 

' ■ — ■ ■ ■" 'i 

A religion * as zriuch inferioFitq' ichnfti^tyy i «i 
excellence; as is an atom to the eanh- in magni*' 
tnde ; or tUe iightvof-a taperte theelfttlgeact.of 
the fun in its meridian f|ilendor.l 



■ ■■_»• '"^ i' • !';"$' \ f' ** ••■ • 1 <■ * 
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rr eating be 'oectlF^rf, M^Alrf^^ 
fnoticb Mn Piaiae's exproflmsof ;irifikttn}i^rih«e 



r 



> J 



.va •■ . -li: 



perfecutors 
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irs/that tKcyi livinji* according- to £6c 
of the gofoel may enjoy the fame *ihiop'2 
u>fGod tlxajt.we poitei^; Vfc ^anj^^od^ce maiiy^ 
who, ty Ij^fflKUting .^witj> jn«, . fr^m^hay$ig beea 



precepts 



rjiv^^spifinfiiuye chriftianity ;' and a difcourie pii 
tlte.ftate of religion, during the firft acres 'of 
-^rifmviif.p .aqnexed to the U. yfi. of the "liVcs 
the/athm of ;&« jgrft f^ ceiu^rie^^ .'. 'V 



f 

-ft ' woitfd b^ advantageous to aboIiAi the fhidyW 
.the htin and greek languages in our femiDariei 
^f learning. •" 

'AsDe^ls wholly utlacqtninteld voi^ iheCd langua. 
f6s, it* u itidft {MTobable^ that he is ignorant cf 
their vtilitjr in giving us. prc^r conceptions of 
car own tongue ; of their neceffity- and advan* 
tage to gdiitlemen of -the liberal profeffions ; of 
the retidedpleafures derived from reading the 
httnai^d greek clafBcksin their original lai^uages; 
tfnd. alfo ^of' the aid afibrded by them , when 
shQ« read^ in fbrming^ air elegant tafte in compo* 



i^>«^««^»S^)««>> 



* "Vifrtous other re^fons m^y be tirged aga(nft 
labcttfiKvig the fludy of the btin and gr^ek Ian* 
guages^ ... • ^ 

: ' Particolariy, let it be oWerved, that there are 
xnaiiy valuable treaiifes in tliefe languages^ not 
tanilated i^to Engiifli ; that the latin tongue is the 
medium of communication among the literati of 
Europe^ and the common language of the Euro- 
pean cOUrti ^- ami alfo, that as the latin is a dead 
i^nguage^it i& not in a ftateof fiuduatiOn^' but* 
feithfuiTy cranfmits, in thcfir. native, purity, tiitti 
writings of 'ftiipn of g<enius and learniiig^'from- age 
to -age* ' * :»'•":'-,. 

' ' '■ ... .. • ', 

. This conflderation has not only induced many 
iiiithors to write irt-'btin^ but it has a]fo ocra- 
fianed fome who wrote in their vernacular tbngue^ 
(particularly Lord BaconJ to have their works 
Iranflated int0*')*tegant^t!a;^'i -if' 






1 ' '^r 



«0»««i«^»«O»«^tvcH«^i«^ . ,j 



. It 'U- highly jftobahle^ithatih^ firft vefficnr^cri 
&e iacred books 6f the old' teft^mew into Qreskj 
is. what is called: ti^./eftui^intii i^idpy AriiXesA 
to ha»e been e&dfced at.che^n^anc^ ot Btoleopj 
Fhiladelphtis^ in ifaei-year of' the wdrld 37^7-rr 
Tins, tranflition.iKras ever hdd;in.:grkat eiteeii 
;;^ vcjBftration.by thci jews ^: it. jtyasi^not 01^31 
uied by, thefn ia theitf ^difperfiidn ihrough the grCi 
ciaQ cities, hut. was afqirov^^d of by. the. grani 
Sanhedrim at Jerufalem, and always referred. t< 
by our Saviour and his apoitles, when they ap* 
pealed to the holy fcripturcs. * 

As the knowledge ofitb? Gr^ek language 12 
XLeceQary to underftaodttliis yaWhle; tF^tf^0i(iot 
of the ancient books of fcripture^ and* alio %l^€ 
books of the new teftament, all of which (excepl 
Saint Mattliew'5fgofpelJ> w^pe written in;if7r*p*, 
how injudicious would it be te aboliih the fiudy 
of a lanpua^e to neceiTary'to the dttG uqcterftand* 
ing of tne (acred writings .^ ^. 

A. knowledge of the oi:iginal - Uilgu^ges in 
^hich the fcriptiires were written, ..iS| ainong 
orbei; thbags, of .itngidar ^^v^ftQtagei. m ^intitig 
many ofitEe objecJtionsof inftdt!sif^<\iAft!>di^ bp- 
iy fcripturcs. Of this truth they are feulible, and 
therefore it is, thjt fome^fulirile deifls wiih that 
the. Greek language fhouid' no, longer be iludicd 
by Ub.; ,. hat hereby dbiie ;ntex!eft of chrI(Ui)nity niay 
t^e injured* :..;•: . . *'. 

•■ ■ ■ '.' -..I . » ■ , . : ' 

But with tl|^e fubt3e£catIemeny:Mr«' FvW 
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for tKis advice to us ; and fortunate will it be 
for him, if his ignorance of rdigton fhall be ad- 
-initted as an extenuation for the infults he hatb 
offered it, aiiJ his endeavors to abolifh it ! 

Nor is it of importance to attend to the defcrip* 
rion Mr* Paine gives of the folar fyftem** It is 
iiot mifjute nor corre^^ He ihiues not in diviui* 
ty nor aflroxiomy* 

He tells as, for inftance, tliat mercury's dif- 
"tance from the fun is thirty-four million miks • 
Sir Ifaac Newton, however, calculates the dif- 
taiice ta be bat thirty-two million ; that vemis 
is fifty-feven, inftead of fifty-nine million miles 
from this luminary* And thus, in each of the 
fix planets, Mr* Paine ^/agrees with this pro- 
found aftronomer in his calculations of their dif* 
<tauce from their common centre* 

Mr- Paine fays the earth is ninety-five miHion 
miles diftant from the fun ; Sir Ifaac, only eighty- 
two. Mr* Paine, that mars is one hundrea and 
thirty-four million*; Sir Ifaac, one hundred and 
twenty-three. Mr. Paine, that jupitcr is 
hundred and fifty -feven million ; Sir lianc, i' 
hundred and twenty-four. Mr. P^iiie, thn {^^ 
turn is feven hundred and fixty-thfce mii.-ioii j 
Sir Ifaac, feven hundred and feventy -fever.. — 
Thefe errors, however, of Mr. Paine, arc \ c::/ 
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cannot juffly be clafled ; as he appears to *>^ <"3 
pablc only of retailing Hitirjiale objections ii;^v. -i 
the chriftian religion. 
* p. 1 15, et ieq- 
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hunnlcfs ; though they do him no great honor as 
2i\ ajlronomer / . ' 

He has not noticed the four fatellites of Jupiter ; 
the five moons, nor ring of faturn ; nor yet the 
planet lately difcovered by Herfchel ; and uulefs 
better qualified, it was undoubtedly wife in Mr« 
Paine not tO attempt a calculation of the feriodf 
which the planets feverally require to perform 
their revolutions round the fun. 

Altogether undeferving attention are Mr. 
Paine's puerilities and egotifms. Of what pofli- 
ble coniequence can it be to the citizens of thefe 
United States to be informed,* that ** his father 




in/^ nay, that he '* had no inclination to learn 
it ;'' that he ** keeps no bible, ^^f and of feveral 
otlier articles equally infignificant ? 

But every ohjetJion that he hath urged againft 
chriltianity, that ftiall be thought to merit the 
leaf} dttentiOTiy however unfupported even by an 
fippearance of argument, and in whatever Ian- 
guage of buffoonery, fcurrility and blafphemy 
exprelTed, iJiall be duly refuted ; though thefc 
pages ihall not be difgraced and contaminated by 
the repetition of fuch oppri)brius and impious lan- 
guage. 

* P. loi, 102. f P* yi* 
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PART I. 



R 



EFUTATION of Mr. Paine's objectioij^ 
to the credibility of the scRiPTua£S« 



But previous to the entrance on this fubjed, 
it may not be improper, in this age of infidelity^ to 
cftablifli, in a fummary manner, the authenticity 
ef the facred writings* 

, * . . . ■ 

A Divine Revelation Possible. 

'^ The poffibility of fucha revelation, fay§ an 
f- eminent writer, canr^ot be difputed. Men by 
words and geftures, make known their fentiments 
to each othfer.' And certainly, the father of fpiritis 
can have fuch an iramediate accefs to human fpi- 
rits, which are his offspring, as to give them a re- 
velation of his will.'** 

Itideed, deifb, in general, admit this truth, 
and it is expreffly granted by Mr. Paine, who, 
without being chargeable with fotly itfelf , could 
not have controverted it- *' N6 one, fsiys he, 
*will deny, or difpute the pr^ver of the Almighty to 
make fuch a communication, if he pleafe$.''| 

* Difcourfes on the t»Qth of revcded religion, 
by the Rev. Hugh Knox, vol. I. p. 13* 
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A D*viNE Revelation Necessary* 

Various arguments have already been ocea^ 
fiooally introduced in favor of this truth / but as the 
fubjed is extremely important, fome attention 
ihall here be paid to it* 

There appears to be bat two methods hy whick 
God can communicate a rsligion to mankbid ; ei- 
ther by the dedu£tions he has enabfed ttien to 
make^ by the force of the natural reafon he has 
imparted ta tliem ; or by an extraordinary inter- 
pofition of divine revelation* 

From thefir/i of thefe, nothing perfe^ c^n be 
cxpeded.^* Our reafon is unltable in its fouu^ 



♦ Lord BoTingbroke having obferved^ that 
^^ the precepts of the law of nature are general, 
and that reafon mufl; be employed to.m^e pro- 
per antd ueceflary dedu^l^ns from thofe precepts,, 
and af^Iy them to every cafe that concerns our 
duty to God and man;'^ Y^ adds, that ^^ hqman 
reafon being at beA falliabk and havmg been but 
little informed by experience in the earlier ages,, 
a mubitude vi falft' dedu6tions, and xuroiff appli*^ 
cations, could not fail to be aiade*'' Works, 
volt V# p. 154, 

Theft obfei'vations do honor to this deiftkat 
writer ; they, however, loudly proclaim the ara/^ 
jity ef divine revelation, and add to his reproach 
by having perfevered in infidelity* How ieldom 
does the pride of man4)ennit him to retrad his 
errors I How forcibly do finful ^njoymertis 
operate agaiiift the rcceptioa of fU'Coepts oT 
Virtue I 
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datlons^ and uncertain in ics conclufjon^* Our 

Some examples, however, there are to the 
contrary* Lord Herbert renounced his deiilical 
fyftem ; embraced chriftianity, and foliched the 
reception of the holy facrament of the Lord's 
Supperv See weekly mifcellany, vol. L p* 34a. 

Thomas Hobbs, alfo, rejeSiing his Infidel princU 
plesy coveted the bleffings of the gofpel, andyh;^- 
ral times y with much apparent devotion, ip his 
lait illnefs, received the communion* See Col* 
lier^s memoirs of Mr* Hobbs ; Bayle's diftionary, 
under the article Hobbs^ and Wood's athenae ox- 
onienfes, vol. IL p* 646* 

And of Ariftotic, it is faid^that '* in bislaft mo- 
ments, he vented his heart in a torrent of tears, 
and with a mixture of hope and fear, moft ar- 
dently implored the mercy of the firft caufe* And^ 
touched with the confeioufnefs of not making the 
beft ufe of the lights which were offered him by a 
learned jew, with whom he converfed, he, with 
great earneftnefs, teftified his approbation of fome 
verfes he cited from Homer, pronouncing it jiot 
unbecoming an immortal God to afTume human 
nature, to reclaim mankind from their error%^^ 
Weekly mifcellany, vol. I. p. 287. 

That deifts aA contrary to their prir^cipks in 
time of danger, hath been remarked by Mr* 
Bayle in the enfuing paflage ; in which he aUb 
notices their want of fincerity ; their ignorance 5 
cllentation and vanity* 

** This inclines me to believe, fays he, that 

L2 
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Kves arc extremely (hort, and our progrefs In fcU 
cnce is tedious^ and retarded by iiunibertefs ob)» 
ilacles* Much of oor time is employed in obtain* 
ing ideas^ and much alfo in acquiring language ta 
exprefs thenu 

To form any ttlerabU fyftem ©f reRg^ten orrao^ 
rals^ from human veafon, requires 'the efforts ofi 
many generations^ From all thoft which have 
pafled^ how Utile &f Feligious truth and infomiatU 
on can we cc41eft I And yet, Trruch of that Kttie^ 
iiath been, derived Cctinn revelation ; which feme 
men are inclined to think unneceffary, froin thr 
very affiflance they have received from it ; like 
the countryman whe was inienfibLe of the bUC- 
fings of the fun, becaufe It Jhone in the day i 

We fee but a very fmall part of the great whok- 

.libertines, like Des B«rrea4?x, 2tet n^tgre^y per^ 
fuaded of the truth of what they fay^ They have 
made no dee-p examintittott ; they have learned 
Ibme few objcftions, which they are perpetually 
making a imfe witli ; they fpeak from a principle 
•f ojientiutiony and. give themfclves the lie in the 
^me oi danger*. 

Vanity ha* a greater fhai^ in thcii* difpwtcs,. 
than confcience ; they imagine that the lingular-^ 
ity and boldnefs of the opinions which they main- 
tain, will give them tlic reputation of men of 
farfs^ By degrees, they get an habit of holding 
impious difcourjes ; and if their vanity is accom- 
panied by a voluptuous life, their progrefs in that 
iroad is tlie ISvifter^'' Dift- art* Pes Barrcauxi^ 
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rf iKtturfe, and perceive that fmafl part fo imperr- 
fcftly, that we cornpreliend not the effence of any 
thing; neither of body nor fpirit; of ^ace nor 
time ; of infinity nor eternity ; and leaft of alt 
have we juft^rceptions of th« nature of God and 
•urfelves; and^ therefore, it ig-not furprizing that 
tf// rc%io»J" proceeding from the fourceofww^A 
^fhd reafon only^, fliould be io replete with error* 
^nd abfurdities^ 

But were it poiHble for a few perfons, of Aipe- 
yior talents and application, to difcover, by the 
forc^ of reafon, all the religious knowledge nc- 
ceflary to he known, this discovery would be ina* 
deqnate to the end delired ;. becaufe merely by 
their own efforts^ without the. afliilance of mira- 
cles and grace, they could not Jh propagate the , 
knowledge they had obcaiiied^ as to prevail with 
urankind to receive it» 

All men- need the rid^ of true rrBgioHyto render . 
^em truly happy i but as no man can attJfin to* 
real religion by tlic mere light of nature, efpeci- 
ally in tl^ midit of violent appetites and obftinate 
prejudices, it is, tlierefore, evident, if the /?tf/>/>/- 
nefs of mankind is confulfcd, that a divine revela- 
tion was ahfolutely necefliry* 

It may be remarked, that revrfation was alfoi 
neceflary, that^men might have a competent know- 
ledge, even of natural Tcligion.. 

Of this fentiment were the moft eminent of the 
Ilea then fages, who made their knowledge of God 
to depend, not on phUofophical etiqulerias, but on. 
tndditiott* 

Plata, hath many refledions to this ^pKrg^% V. 



and not imagining the traditions he was acquaint' 
ed with fuiScientjhe difcourfes on ^future in/true^ 
tor to be lent from God, to teach the uorld a 
more perfeSf knowledge of religious duties- 

^' The truth is/' fays he, treating in his firfl 
book De Legibus, concerning future rewards and 
punilhments, ** to determine or cilabliih any thing 
r«*r/^/» about thefe matters, in the midft of fo many 
doubts and difputations^ is the work of GoDotil}*^^ 

In his phxdon, one of, the fpeakers addrefling 
himfelf to Socrates, refpe^ling the immortality of 
the foul, fays j " I am of the fame opinion with 
you, that, in this life, it is either abiblutely im- 
poflible, or extremely difficult, to arrive to a clear 
knowledge in this matter*'' 

In the apology he wrote for Socrates, he cauf- 
cs him thus to exprefs himfelf, on the fubjeft of 
the reformation oi manners* *' You may dejpjir 
of finding out a fufficient expedient for this pur- 
pofe, if God, in his providence, fiiall not ieiul 
you fome ether inJiru^orJ' 

And in his cpinomis, he fays ; '* let no oi;e 
idke upon him to teach iacred truths, unlefs aid^d 
by God-'* 

In the book dt mando, afcribed to Ariftotle, 
there is a remarkable paflage to tiiis effect ; ** it is 
an (^Ll tradition J almoft univerfally received, that 
all things proceeded from God, znAfubjiJi through 
him •, and that no nature is lelf-fumcieni, or inde- 
pendent of God's protedionaud affiltance." 

In his metaphyficks^ he afcribi^f the belief^ that 



the deity incampaffc» and comprehends all nature, 
to a traditionary habit of f()eakiQg, coiiv«yetl dawui 
from the firft men to later ages- 
Cicero, in his treatife concerning the nature 
o^f the Gods, introduces Cotta cenfuring thole 
who endeavored, by argumentation, to prove 
there are Gods, and affirming, that this only fer- 
ved to render the fad doubtf'ul, which, by the 
inftniftions and traditions of their forefathers, 
had been fttficiently made known ta them and 
rjUnpjedl 

Plutarch, noticinr the worfliip paid to a certaia 
ideal divinity, whole exi&ence his friend had cal« 
led in queltion, fays, ^^ It is Aifficient to believe 
agreeaWe to xht faith of our ancejhrs^ and the- 
inib'u£Lions communicated to us in the country 
where we were educated ; befides which^ \ve can* 
not invent any argumeat more to be depended 

Where men harve enj oyed only the light of nature; 
how extremely ifnperfe£i have been their concep* 
tions of what is cadled natural religion \ Is it pof« 
fible for the rooft diftra^ed imagination, eve7> 
though pofiefled by a deiuon, to invent a more 
mon/h'ous^ ahfurd or wicked code of principles, 
than hath been received for true religion, in all 

ges, and among all nations, who have not been' 
eft with the Tight of divine revelation ? Hoyr 
could reafon,rQ extolled by Tome deifis, have giveii 
birth to fuch hedious forms of fuperftition I Or, 
had they originated from prieft-craft or powccn 



♦ Pint, dc Ajrut% 
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tow could they have been embraced by xeafon I 
How could reafon have fuffered them to have 
taken entire poffeflion of the politejf nations in the 
world? 

It IS an happy truth, that the moft unlettered 
chnj/ian has a more perjfecF knowledge of God, of 
the principles of true religion and moral obligati- 
on, than the moft profound heathen philofofher of 
antiquity ; and it is reafonable to believe, that a 
modern fceptical pkilofopher would not helitate to 
Mdore Plato or Cicero, could he frntlfucb a leclure 
©f divine knowledge, in either of their writings, 
as a chrljlum parefit^ though of inferior abilities, 
is capable of delivering to his children ! 

• ■ 

But was the religion of nature perfedfly under- 
ftood by mankind, this circuniftance would not 
have rendered a revelation from God to many«- 
perfluous. For the religion of nature was 
adapted only to man in his original ftate of na- 
ture, or innocence ; it affords not the neceffary 
remedy for him in his ilate of depravity ; but to 
'recover him from his ftate of degradation and mit- 
er}', divine revelation was necej/ary^ and it is no 
inconfiderable argument in favor of chrt/iianity, 
that, when fmcerely embraced, it is perje£Ily ad" 
equate to efieft this important end I 

Natural religion hiath a neceffary dependence o« 
revelation* Religion is but a name, when uncon- 
neded with a welt grounded hope of immortality, 
which men could hot fully have enjoyed, unlefs 
it had been revealed to them* But, if, from the 
light ©f nature, they could have had the fulleft af- 
furance of this dodlrine, how wretched would it 
have rendered mankind^ as all men have finned^ 
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and are obnoxious to panifhment, if, through aix 
atonement iov ev'-Ay they had no certainty of the 
forgivenefs of their offences I 

Let it be further remarked, by the xtrrtiy Jhme 
revelcitiGn^ we may underftand fuch rchgious m* 
formation as we could not have attained a know* 
ledge of, by the mere force of our natural abtli" 
ths ; or the difcovery of fuch facred trutlis as 
mankind, in general, were ignorant of, previous 
to this difcovery ; whether the caufe of their ig« 
>K)rance was negleft, or incapacity. 

With regard to the incapacity of mankind, by 
'the aid only of their powers of reafon, fuccefsful<^ 
ly to inveftigate the principles of true religion, io 
is unneceifary^ it is prefumed^ to add4iere, more 
arguments on this fubjeA ; but with refpeA to 
the negleiSi: of thofe meaus^ if fuch means there 
are, which natural religion only afforded men to 
attain this important end, it hath hetn/o,great 
and univer/'al, as to caufe mftru£Uon to be as ne- 
ceflary, as it would liave been^liad men not beeji 
favored with thefe means* 

This, truth, it is imagined, muft be acknow* 
ledged by thofe who entertain favorable fenti* 
inents of deifm, if they conCider how few deifls 
there are ; and alfo the novelty and imperfcdtion 
of their religion* 

If men, therefore, have fuch a propenfity ta 
clofe their eyes againft the light of nature , thcy^ 
unqiieftionably, nred fomething ft^perior to natural 
reliirion, to teach them, what from nature, t^ey 
either cannot, or will not receive* 
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tf {ochpefrnve inflitiitbns as the fabbiith^ the 
facroinents, and a, miniftry to inllruA men, are 
highly conducive to this end, the neceffity of a 
divine interp«fition, without \s'hich thefc means 
could pot be effe&ually kiftttuted^ muft be 
granted.*^ 

It was the noble fentiment of an ancient 
phiiofopher,* that " every dependent nature, 
muft be, governed by a fuperior nature;'' and 
from a thorough kno'v^ledge of mankind, he 
juitly concluded, that '* nien naJl be governed 
by the Supreme Being,'^ 

But if men ars enQaved to wickednefs, tbrouglx 
the corruption of their natiffe> itis udtfuiScienc 
that they are acquainted with the law of God, 
which, of thelnfelve* they are unable to revere; 
they muft, to a due obfervance of this law, receive 
afliftanee from God, fuffident to counterbalance 
the prevalence of their evil diipo(2tionsa.fui to m^ 
them free* 

As the blindiiefsof the human undcrftanding PC- 
quires divine inilrudion ; fo the perverlity of 
the human \\ ill demands the aid of divine grace 
Co render it ubediem to the dictates of virtue* 

To controvert this faift, would be to deny, that 
the paflions and appetites of men have a power- 
ful influence on the will, or that they are cor- 
rupt and violent; which arc facts, it is apprc« 
}^ended, too fesilibly experienced by all^ to be 
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• Plato. 
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Sifpiited. A divine revelation, therefore, M-as 
necejfary^ that tnankind might be informed oi thcif 
duty, and enabled to pra^tfe it. 

*^ The light of nature, fays the judicious Hook- 
er, difcovers no other way, whereby we may ob* 
tain the reward of blils, but by a pet^fedi 9bfirv^ 
^mce of ^// the" precepts of righteoufiiefs** 

From fal vat ion, therefore, by the law of nature 
rf// are excluded^ as all are jinfuU But the good, 
nefs of God hath revealed a fupenratural way of 
falvation. A way wherein his wifdOrti and love 
(hine confpijcuoufly, and fm is amply punifhcd*'^* 

** If, fays Mr. Bryant, there were any innate ide- 
as ; any moral feivfe and origin at trnths,imprefled 
Oil the' minds of m6n, we Ihdiildi wioftpircybably', 
find them genuine and iinfophlffrcatedyimorig rc- 
tnote and uridiftiplined favagc tribes. But of this 
We meet With no inllance. Have then thefe ideas 
bccti effaced ? Certainly not ; for they could not 
fefe what thiey never poffefledi We are told 
that thfry are incapacitated to receive religious ini 
ftruftion, until they (hall be Ijumanized, and by 
gradual civilization; be prepared for the reception 
Of facred truths* 

If this be' the ftate of fome parts of th'6 world, 
«thisdrry, and ifthis inteUe^^llal darknefs was 
anciently ftill morcVirevalent, and nttended wirh 
the molt horrid and flagitious pradices, it clearly 

• ■ 

• Ecclef. Polity, book L p. pj. 
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licws the necefllty of revelation for the benefit 
:of mankind^*'* 

" The chriftians, fays Tertullian, in the forty- 
fifth chapter of his apology^ are the only harmlefs 
people among you* And is this ftrange ? It caii- 
not, indeed, well be otherwife, conlidering onr 
education* For the innocence we are taught, we 
.jire taught by God ; wc eftcem this klTon to be 
that whidi is rtvealed to us by the mafter of all 
perfsiSion ; and we obfcrve it, faithfully, as the 
towunaud of an all- feeing lawgiver, who, we arc 
aifured, is not to be defpH'cd by us, but at the ha- 
zard of eternal happinefs* 

.. Whereas your fyftems of virtue, are but the 
ronJcStwies of human philofophy ;. and the p&wer 
thiit commands obedience is merely human. Nei- 
thcr the rule, thei€fore,.nor the authority is in- 
jdifput;abley and, i^onfequently, the one is too im- 
perfect to.inftruct us fully ; and the other, too 
>^eak to command us effeciually ; the contrary^ 
\\o\\ e\ er, is manifeit, in both thefe inftances, in 
the rLvelut'ton.\<t have received from God. 

Where is the philofopher v ho can fp demon- 
ft rate the /rw^^oo</, a^ to fix the fentiment with- 
out difpute ? And vhat human fower is able to 
extend to tlie confcience,} an.d reduce this feutiment 
io pra^uif ? For human vtifdom is as fubjed to 
^rror, as human power is to contempt ! 

As our law is more perfect in its precepts 
♦ Bryant on the truth of chrilljanity, p. 24« 
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tlhaa yoftirs, fo It is more cogent in its penal* 
ties. Reflect upon xht/hortnefs of human punish- 
ment, which always terminates with this lii'e. For 
this reafon you perceive how little Epicurus fear- 
ed any kind of torment, by adopting this maxim 
of comfort; thzt a Ihtle pain is ro«r j7w/>//W(r, anit 
n great paia is not la/Hrtg. 

But we who are convinced that, for our aftions, 
$ve muft be accountable to God, who difcerns the 
very thoughts of the heart ; we who are nflured 
that the obdurate iinner will be punifhed eternal- 
ly : we, who have a revelation of tfiefc truths, ij 
may rationally be concluded, that innocence and 
virtue ihould be ours ; 4nd that we ihould be im-^ 
pelled, rather to revere the commands of our onij 
nip^tent and omnifcient lawgiver^ tiran the unjuff 
taAority of the procmful ; though we (hould be^ 
condemned to death for our veneration for the 
deity.'' 

Bifliop Watiboy in hf^ apology for chriftianit^; 
addrefied to Edward Gibbon, £fq. thus expreilc» 
kimfelf, yi aa addrefs to deifts«* • - ^ 

^ '^. SuppoTei-fayt he, the mighty work accom^^ 
pliflied $ the crofs trampled * tlj^on i chriftianit jr 
ev«ry where profcoibed, and the religioi&"af 'tivt* 
cure, once more, become the reliaion <iif l£(iro^''*! 
what aduantage would you dcrire-toyour coiiniry ,' 
or to yourfelvcs, by the exchange*? . i .: . • 

Yoii ahiwer ; you will have fx^eil the worM 
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from the hTpocrify qf pri^ds/andthff ^rapny dF 
(uperftition^; No ; you forget that X^y curgus ^nd 
'tiutn^, 9Ltid Odin, ^nd Mango-Copac, apd all the 

treat legiilatora of aiYciflH and snodero ftqiy, 
ave been of opinion, that the ^airsof civil foci- 
cty coiildnot h^ well con(H)<3:ed witbovtyom^rcli- 
ion ; yoit mutt, of necei^ty., introducf^ a pdeflji 
ood, with, probablf, as much hypocrify ; a reli- 
gion, with, aflVredly, more fuperftition, xbai:^ that 
which you now reprobate with fuch in^ci^p^ and 
^i*groundc;d CDQ tempt* 
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But let me ipform ^rou from w)¥^ ycKi 'wUl hfivA 
£r^ the worlds You wjU ,have i&ecd it fropx JtA 
abhorrence of vice, mid froriircvcry powerful incett'^ 
the to virtue ; you will,- with the religion ^ PfH 
ture, have brought back the deprived mj9r4M9lOf 
paganifm ; you will h^vc robbed uMiddnd.of i^bftk 
film afluranceof fimtbfrUfe.: aiid-fhwrpby ya« 
will hivc JeJpoHed them of tneir patience ; ef.fhdc 
humility ; of their charity ; of their chaitity ; of all 
thofe fmU^4^/ileffttrirtHe4,v^hf^(ho!Mv!V.(^^ 
caUe they may.appjsar in j^art ejrta} are tk^e.^fy- 
which meliorate and fuUbne omrnatucc.; wbiiii fm, 
ganifm never knew; which fpring from chriftianity 
nkne; wjuch do, cri»ight,.cdnftiiu(eieiir<om|^rr 

S this life ; and witboiK the pcA^dGoo of wbicb^wt! 
er tife,|if afisr all there flimld happen to fceiMi 
m^ (nxddfii a.n>iracle be exerted in the tlter^tioa 
9f PUkT'dirpofition) he m^re -vkiaus and more tmfer^ 
0ble than the prelent* . 

, 'Pfirhap9 yon :wiU contend, ^thftreafoa; the 
truth and fitnefs of things, are of themfelves fuf* 
ficienc co exalt^h4> nature, a»d^gulute the man* 
ners pf munkind* 
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Will you never ceafe urging this grounJle/s cpnotj 
meodatioa of natural law ? Look in Co the fim 
chapter of St* Paulas epiftle to the^ Romans^ and 
you will fee the nUent of its influence over the 
gentiles in thofe days ; or^ if you diflike Sc- Paul^« 
authority, and the manners of antiquity, look into 
the more adipired accounts of modern voyagers; 
and examine the influence of reafon over the pa- 
gans of our own times ; over the fenfual inhabit- 
^nis of Otahite ; over the cannibals of New* 
Zealand^ or the remorfelefs favages of America J 

But thefe men are barbarians, you will fay. 
Your law of nature^ however^ extends even to 
them* 

But they.have mifafed their reafon^ you add* 
They have then the jnore need of,, and would be 
more thankfidfory that r^7;c7^//0?f9 which you with 
an ignorant and fajiidtous felf-lufficiency, deem 
ufelefs V' 

. '* The mod celebrated pbilofophers and law- 
giversj fays Lord Bolingbroke, enforced their, 
do^ines and laws, by a divine authority, and caL 
led in an higher principle to the ai&ftance of phiIo«. 
ibphy and reafon-*' He inilanccs, in '* Zoroafter, 
Hoallanes, the Ma^i, Minos, Numa, Pythagoras, 
and all thofe who tormed reli^ipus Vitid coihiiion 
wealths^ whopafled for men divinely inipired.'^* 

■ '' What^ fays Mr* Knox^ in his addrefs to per* 

* Works, vol. V. p- 480. 
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( »3« ) 

fons of dcMlic^ cliarafter, can unbelievers dcfigii 
by their writings againft cbriftianity, but its utter 
extirpation ? And fuppofing your endeavors fuc- 
cdTsiU^ do you reaHy believe -that the inhabitants 
of Chriftendom would-be better men-; better 
members ^of fociety^ that they would be more 

Sure, peaceable, chafte,honeft, vtrtHoiis, and in- 
uftrious if xhty \vtre infidels ? Or, being yi^^ 
tliat the intcrefts of fociety would be more pro- 
moted; public peace and orider better maintain- 
ed ; trade, tommcrce,- arts, fcieneefr, and mana« 
fafturjes, flouriih more than at prefent ? What, 
if by endeavoring to bring "back the chriftian 
world toThe religion of nature, you ftiouH reduce 
the greateft number of them to univerfal fcepti* 
ci/ht, or abfolute atheifm ; and by alienating their 
minds from tlie principles of chriftiahity, you. 
fliould leave them without tfwjK kt»d of religious 

principles } 

'•-■■■ - . ■ 1. 

Certainly this confequence muft be (hocking to 
every mind of wifijoqi and virtue ; and yet, is it 
xieijii/tty to be. apprehended ? Wheti mencome 
4b be perfuaded of the f aifehood of a religion that' 
bath been deemed iacrcd, not oiily by the com- 
monality of mankind, but by the wifeft and beft 
mien in all :yjes ; the truth and divinity of which 
are fo clearly demonftrated, by a multitude both 
of external and internat proofs; fupported by the 
voicfe of antiquity'; hated by the vicious and pro- 
phancj love^d b^ the good. and virtuous; when 
men, I fay, art; brought to regard-fuch a religion 
to be an hiip«fture, will they not be prone to 
doubt the jtrutlTof ^//re%f6«,und' become //V^w/i- 
9US in their prav^ke? 

I could wifh that experictfce itfelf did not coufi' 
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tenancf thi« fufpkion ; that there were HOtyS many 
living examples of men^ who, having abrindoued 
the principles of chriftianity, have alfo, with them, 
loft ail fenie of moral obligation, and renounced 
alinoft every principle of natural religion ! 

Were men to renounce chrirtianity, the religi- 
on of nature would be found too fubtile and alhi 
ftra6fed for their minds, and, therefore, having 
Rone to lead their devotions; no ilated feafons 
for public worfhip ; no public inftru^tion ; no 
means to cherifh and promote in them kno^'ledge 
and devotion, they, unavoidably, would, by de- 
grees, fink into tht-grojp^jt igrt'jranre, fuperjtitwn 
and idolatry y and return to the deteftable and 
ridiculous polytheifm of ancient Egypt, Greece 
and Ro?ne ; and the Jibulous age of nyiuphs, fa- 
tyrs, genii, heroes, idolatrous priefts, and humaqj 
facriiices, would, in all probalulity, again re-^ 
turn P** 

** Some msn, fays Mr. Jenyti's, havip been fo 
bold as to ftrike at the root of all revelation from 
God, by aflerting, that it is incredible becaufe 
unneceffary ; and unnecefl'ary, becaufe the reafon: 
he hath beftowed on mankind is fuiicient to dii- 
cover all the religious and moral duties be re- 
quires of them, would they attend to its precepts^: 
and be governed by its admonitions* 

Mankind have, nndoubtedly, at varbus times, 
from the remote/^ agfs, received fo much know- 
ledge, by dwine cotwnumcatiorts , and have ever 
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been fo much inclined to impute icall to^tlieir own 
fufivtenryy that it is now dxfiicult to determine^ 
whut IruinuM reafon, unaflifted^ can effect ; uuleis 
in'e tiirn our eyes to tbofe remote regicnis of tlie 
globc; CO which this fupernatural aiiiitance Jiath 
n<jt exttnded* But there we fee men eudued with 
finfe and rfefofty not inferior to our owtiy fo far 
from being capable oi forming Jyftems of religion 
and morahty^ that they are, to this day^ totally 
unable to make a nail or an hatchet ! From whence 
we n?ny be affuredly convinced, that reajin alopie^ 
\% fo far from being fuflicient to offer mankind a 
ferfecf religion^ that it has never been able lo 
lead them to any degree of culture or civilization^ 
whatever- 

Thefc have uniformly flowed from that grea$, 
fountain of divine communication opened in the 
eafi, in the earlieft ages, and from thtnce diffufed, 
in lalulary ftreams, through various regions of tlie 
earth- - Iheir rife ;\x\6 progrffs , by Purveying the 
kidory of the world, ipay eaiity be traced back« 
ward to their fource / and wherever thefe have 
not, as yet, been able to penetrate, we there find 
the human fpecies, not only devoid of all true reli* 
gious and moraHTentiments^ but not in the UaJ} 
emerged from their original iirnorance and barba* 
rity • which fadls demonjh ably prwe^ that though 
human rcafon \h capable of progrejfion in fcieiice^ 
yet the foundation mult be laid by fupernatural 
iuftruAions. For certainly no other probable caufe 
can be affigned, why one part of mankind fhouli 
have made fuch an amazing progrefs in religious^ 
moral, mctaphyfical, atid phUofophical enquiries; 
fuch wonderful improvements in policy, legiflati- 
on, commerce and manufaftures, while the other 
purtf formed <vith the fame natural capacities, 



fKMjId rdmaioy dqrix^ the fanie-ttiunbfir'Dfi ages^ 
ip dilute little fup^rior to l^rutes, without govern* 
ipeat; wjthput laws ^uvj^ liters, and eyqn withes, 
out f:loa(hs and habitations; n^^rf^ripg each'ochei: 
to iatiate their revjci^e^ and .^evpijripg each 
Qiher tQ appeafc ^^ir/ hunger; I fay, no tether 
c^tf/^ can b^ aiJigned. for this ^ftppiibiilg difierv 
ence, except thattbe ^rfi have received ipfor-. 
ipatiop frprP tho(e diyine coirununications record-: 
^ in.tbe (leripturgs* and. tbq fitter bave never 
yet been favored with jf^jcb afllftapfie. 

.. . .-.■.•. ■ . I. . 

This Tf nii|r]cable coo&f^it ^^Fprds^njupanfwera.^ 
^e proof of ^^HfiCfffity pf rfuffiffm j. and a fo^ 
IfJ refytacion of all the affl;uinen(.s aoainft U^ 
dfjiivvn from^th^ fuficjepcy qjf bw^ap reaioa*"* f: 

- . . . . , . ..... -• * 

*' The gofp^l. of. Qbr^ffiy^ thf U^mad aod 

Wbicb Crodb^ bfi]b»w«4 op m^nJ^nd. Witboii4 
it, tbijk wcurld would J^ ^'gl^tnyj;^ in y^}udh wm 
iboold wti^^ blind>.« pp{y nsnft^g^ k tb« purfutt 
of mHnjakfb>mooi$a APft/iirmfiprjfi0. ixiy^i^ 
we iboald froan a few d&ys wd be pp more* Hu-« 
noa' reafixi iiad (i^ ages ^ug^t in vaun for » cicaxi 
•ad fimple law. of duty tb^t (boiild.b(e intelligiblQ 
ta all» «nd fay it>:C9ftainty p«ffiir»Xt»fficknt. aucbo- 
pity «o .inqtofA ks 4tiiiga(iAa do the ItonfcienGe**^ 
In vuin.ttendeayiMd til penea'ate: tl)e . veil witb 
which God liad colored the myfterierof iutmdtyw 
It met With mithingin its refeakchifes bul eternetl 
difappointiDent ; a difRjaL uncertainty, ftill refted 
upon death* i^d the miferies of life prelTed the 
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kea?ier ispoa mortals, as they had no foUd hopes 
«f a future and better exigence. Chriil hach 
revealed a law of duty fo perfect, that reafon^ 
though cotifpelleil te approve ^ could never have* 
reached k ; fo fimplc, that the humbleft under- 
ftandiiig^ can conceive it, and poireiling; fuch evi- 
dence and authority as to gi^ it the hrmeit hold 
on the heart.' Chaiing*frouithe huuian luind the 
frivolous or the gloomy fuperftitions with \vhich 
it had- been tilled, the gofpel imparts^ to it tli:f' 
nioft fiiblime difcoveries ^f the divine nature—. 
Railing it to a pure and rational piety towards the 
father of the univerfe, it becomes to it the Source 
rf the fmcereft and the nbblcil j^eafures* . - Buf it 
difpiays its excellence'- and powci^ -chiefly • on t\^ 
fubjeas on whichh rerfoii has been akvafys moft 
cinbarrafTed^ and on wliich it has drawn its dubi* 
^a& conclufions Vith ' this 'greatelt diffidence i the 
firfwene/s^Jks^ SUid an immprhii exigence* It 
otilers to this jMnieent'tfae cmly^ folid grouiid of 
peace of confaeike by-^fcv^aling Xbt-atoncmaat, 
dtnd b^ aiTuring^hkB Of th^'fnMkif^ d^ divine iner* 
<^. To the|n(^uv ifr «Onfti% on lifeits ftigheft en- 
joyment, by the ti6pe of living forever { and ili 
calamities It alleviates by enabling them ' to took 
forwaird to the period, not far remote^ when 
'^^ God ihall wipe tiway. all tears^^from their eyes ; 
and Aere ihall be no more death, neither fofrovr 
oor crying:') neicbetf-ihaU there be any •more 
pshfL*; for the. former things are pafled.away^''* 
Precious ! ineftaUe confoiatib^under all the anx* 
ilrtiea:and' fon'ows that prey upoa die buouoi; 
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heart, and which, without tliis, would^often moiit 
^s weary of being !f'* 

•^t «<9t «^) *^« *^t «<H«^i V^ 

. f See a difcourfe, p. ^9.-^31, on the fabjeft of 
national gratitude, deli veredbjn the third preibyte-* 
rian church in Philadelphia, ipth February, 1795, 
recoiomended by the Prefldeut of the United 
States, as a day of genera} thankTgiving and pray- 
er. By Samuel Stanhope Smith, D. U* vice-pre« 
fident and profeflbr of moral philofophy and divin* 
ity, in the college of New-Jerfey. 

** Lately, fays the Doftor, p- 34, 35, of this 
excellent difcourfe^ ther^ has fprung up a feci of 
political empirics who pretend to deny the need*- 
lity or utility of religion, and who would wil-* 
Ungly difcard it from the ftate, as they have erad- 
icated it fron^ their hearts* The fyftem of inii« 
delity^ which was once thought to be cold and 
gloomy, has at length ihewn itfelf to be furiou» 
and inflamed* In one nation, where it could a& 
out its fpirit, we have feen the apoftles of atheifm 
niore fanatical than the difciples of Omar, wha 
endeavored to deftroy all the monuments of am 
and genius, and more bloody than the votaries 
of Molock who worlhipped their infernal idol in 
the blood of men* Blafpheming the living and 
eternal Cod, have they not confecrated their im- 
pious temples, de dies ted to a falfe and mifguided 
reafon, with hecatombs of human vidims ? I may 
iww fpeak freely on this fubjecl- Thofe of my 
huinble and imitative countrymen who adopt their 
opinions implicitly from this nation, and who fa 
flexibly bend after every revolution of party in 
i;s capital^ will not now deem it profaac \c^ xav 
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'i WhaeMi'fPopc, in th'efbllbwuig extraafroifli 
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nitche DantoOy Briffot, Robcrtfpierre, or to drag 
Marat from hJbprefemWd G'odfhip in the p^nrhe- 
on, where n)ddnefs<Md tblly had placed him.—- 
Tfaef^iiien, difd«inh)g the principles of other ages 
dnd wad with rage againlt relj'g'ibri, endeavored 
to extirpate it froui the ri^^roblic* The more ef- 
fe^aliy to mfult ks Worlhrp, they inftituted i 
fcroein th€. temple ofrirafdn;* Was it God, the 
eternal reafon, who ftaitfed thfe univerfe^ whom 
they meant to adore under a new title ? No— 
Gdd* did-not fbnft a'part of their fyfte'tti. The 
pcopk were not Hfel^''to'c6m]5reh^ndfonittItiform 
si'iid'^flraftc^d im kka» B\lc filled with admiration 
•of their own wifdom,lt vt^ds this- which thej^tanan- 
iaied' in their heated imaginati'onss Each mM car- 
vitd his ridlidiilod^* deity ki h% (^v^ bt-aiii. ^Vas 
kfrivifixms and wlnoifies' that he deified* O £- 
lypti The fcorii of ages-jfor thri colitemptible 
wortHip of r^ile^ and mc^rfftei-i ? did tfty temples 
ever cbntain lb niany nfi'onfters, futh fanraffic and 
re^oachibl thodceries of divinity, as did theftf 
ftrange tcn^tesdf Reafon i 

■ Blcfled Saviour I are thefe the fiibftitutes which 
iniideiity invents for the pui ity and glory of thy 
holy religion ? Are ihefe the works of thofef 
flrong and fui>erior minds who aft'e<Jt to defpifc 
tby huAible birth ; thy innocent and inflrudive 
Kfc ! tiie condefccntio^is ot thy mercy ! the facri- 
iiceufthy crofs ! the hopes of immbrrality which 
thou haft revca^led, and which i'hou haft veriiierf 
by thy^refurreftion ! The errors of ihe huinan im«* 
•fiuacioiii wkea it departs hroni thee> arc amonj; 
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his Meffiah, in harmonick numbers, declares thft 
DEITY of the Saviour of the world, and the bUy- 
fings derived from him, he particularly notices 
the tllumtnaiion of the human mind by the light 
of divine revelation* 

" Hark ! a glad voice the lonely defert cheers ; 
Prepare the way ! a God, a God appears : 
A God, a God ! the vocal hills reply ; 
The rocks proclaim th' approaching deity. 
Lo earth receives him from the bending fkics ! - 
Sink down ye mountains, and, ye vallics, rife ! 
With heacU declined, ye ceders, homage pay ; 
Be fmooth, ye rocks ; ye rapid floods give way« 
The Saviour comes ! by ancient bards foretold ; 
Hear him, ye d«af ! and all ye bllndy behold I 
He, from thick films, (hall purge the vijual ray^ 
And, on iW f^htlefs eye -bally pour the day ! 
'Tis he th' obftru6ted paths of found fliall clear, 
And bid new muiic charm th' unfolding ear !. 
The dumb fhall fmg ; the lame hi^ crutch forego^ 
And leap, exulting, like the bounding roe I 
Nofigh, no murmur, the wide world lliall hear ; 
From cv'ryface he wipes olFev'ry tear! 
In adamantine chains (hall death be bound. 
And hell's grim tyrant feel th' eternal wound ! 
See heav'n, itafparkltng pvtals wiae d/play, 
Aiid break upon thee \\\ zl fioid of day / 
No more the rifing fun fliall gild the morn 
Nor evening cynthia till her iilver horn ; 
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the ftronge/l proofn of the truth and excellence 
of thy *^«J^pti ! Ever, may we chcriih it as the 
deareiV, the moit iacred treafure that heaven h«1s 
conferred on mortals T' 

N 
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But loft, dlfiblv'd in xhy ftiperior rayi, 
One tide of glory, ont it n:ioua'ed hlaze 
Overflow thy courts : the light himfelf (hall fliinc 
RiTjecl^d, and God's etcrval day be thine I 
The feas fliall walte ; the ikits in fmoke decay j 
Rocks fall to duft, and mountains melt away ; 
Eut £:i'd his N^ord ; his faving power remains : 
Thy realm forever lafts ; thy own Messiah 
reigns !'** 
The following cxpreflions of Sir John Uill^ ob 
tlie n^cefuty of the chnj.icn revelation, are ex- 
liemely juft, and merit the attention of deifts. 

*^ The old teftament, fnys lie, polTefles every 
nurk of an infpirtd wrilirg. No other book, the 
neu teltament excepted, could ever be pretended 
to be fiich, with any appearance of reafon ; and 
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• For numerous other argunicnts on this inter- 
efting fiibjeci:, the neceffiy o^ divine revelation^ 
the iiiqunitive reader ii referred to Hooker's cc- 
iiiefiallical polity, book I. p. g^, 95. Book I J. p. 
ici, lie. Locke's V orks, vol. IL p. 530, &c» 
Barrow's works, vol. II. p. j^7, &c. Stack- 
hoafc'i: hiil. bibk, ppparatus, p* 9; and body of 
divinity, vol. I. ciiup. iii. Dodtirige's lectures, p. 
20. prop. xcii. Watts's treatife on the ruin and 
recovery of niankii^d. p. 206, ^'c. Jenkins's rei- 
fonablenefs and certainty of chriniinitv, vol. !• 
chnp. I. Winder's hifi. of knowlcge, vol. I- p.^ 
92 f. BHI op (jil:fon'' 1. j:r.::o:-aI leLicT, p. 9, and 
II. p. ?8,ccc. Beatries' evidcr-ce:. of the chrlfUan 
rdipiK'H. chap. I. Jciiyr.fc'a leciiires, III. IV.— 
And Bryant's troatife on the. truth of cliriftiauity> 
p. iZ, &€• 177, &:c. lately puLliilied. 
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for the divine origin of the old teftament the«^ 
arc io many diftindl proofs, and each proof fo con- 
cluiive, that it can btpirverfinsfs only that doUJls 
its truth- 

Upon the old teftament, Lord Bolinobrokc con- 
feflcs, depends the chn/tian revelation* It doe« 
fo, indeed, and more tjiian he feeais to he fenfi- 
ble of- He fpoke from the tenor only of one paf- 
fage of it ; but a mefliah is proinifed in numerous 
pauages- 

The jews underftood that a redeemer was to 
appear, who (hould re/lore to mankind what they 
hfl by the apoftacy of Ad«iH), and who rtionld 
communicate to them a perfe6i revchthn* It wat 
foretold that the mefliah ftiould be born at a cer- 
tain time ; and at that vei^ period Jefus wai 
born- Divers circumftances attended his birth, 
^hich had alfo been predidted ; and his Mfe, hit 
roiracles, ami his doftrine, all confpired to e\'incc, 
that he was the prornifed redeemer- 

In the old teftament, we are informcd^E the 
creation of the world, and the firft itatelv^an- 
God placed him in an elevated and happy fitua- 
tion, and demanded of him obedience- Man dif* 
obeyed, and was degraded. A Saviour was pro^ 
niifed in thefe writings, who Ihould reinftate man 
in purity and blifs, and atone for his guilt. The 
Tudcemer has been-fent, ^s prornifed; but by aa 
OBSTi'iiACY more Jff range than the Jir/? Jifoheifi'' 
ence, there are thofe who refufe to accept of the 
blclfing^hc oiFers!"* 

♦ See his treatife, entitled, thoughts concern - 
lOg Cod and nature, pf 614- 
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., As a (iivfnc revelation was neceffary, tker 
Tiefs of God indulged thjB world with this 
Viable blelKng. 

DlFFKRENT KiNDS OF REVELATION. 

Saint Paul, in a few w^ords, cxprefles t 
verjity of revelations which God made to 
'* God/* fays the apoflle, *' m ho at i'undry 
and divers manners, fpake in time paft uq 
fathers by the prophets, hath, in thefe laft 
fpoken unto us by his foD ; whom he hai 
pointed heir of all things and by whom. he 
the world s.''f 

All the revelations, therefore, may be re 
to J: wo periods of tivie ; thofe which were 
to the patriarch9> to Mofes and the prophei 
til the ^ppearapce of the promifcd mcfii^ 
thofe which were made by the fon Qf G« 
felf- 

Tly- revelations of the old teftament^ n 
diflii^^fhed into four diftind periods ; fr( 
dam to Abraham ; from Abraham to Mofes 
time in which the law was given to him 
from the death of Mofes to the incarnat 
Chrifl. 

- The feveral modes which the Almighty 
ufe of to reveal himfelf to mankind, were 
articulate voice, and by internal infpirations 
hath ibmetigaes taken upon himfelf ex 
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form*, and fpoken to men hinjfclf ; he haih forne* 
times fpokea by angels ; foiuetimes by prophets, 
and at other times he hath communicated his wiU 
t* men^ by fignsand vidons.* 

The Scriptures. 

That mankind in all ages and countries, might 
Jiave the communications which God made to the 
world, explicitly and faithfully declared, they 
were committed to writifig ;\ and thefe writings 
arc itiled, divine books ; holy writ ; holy fcrip« 
tures, or dmply, ihe/criptures» And the old and 
new teftameots, are called the holy bibllocheque, 
or the bible* 

Th« evidences in favor of the truth of the 
fcrtptuns are numerous ; the reader's attentiou is 
iblicited to the following particulars* 

-•^i*^^ t^n v^% *«> «0> ««%«l^ 

• On thisfubjedl, fee Bafnages continuapon of 
the hift. of the Jews, p- 339 ; Du Pin's canon gf 
fcripture, vol. I. chap. II ; Smith's fele<5t dif- 
courfes, cbap. 11^— XIII ; Jenkins's reafonable- 
nefs of the chriftian religion, vol. II. chap. II, 
*'IX; and Suckhoufe's hift. bible, vol. I. chap. 
III. 

f For the fad, that the fcriptares were^rit- 
ten by the command of God j and for the advah<* 
tages of having divine revelation committed to 
writing, fee Hooker's ^cclef. polity, book I. p. 
95, 96. Jenkins's reafonablencfs of chriftiauity, 
vol. I. p. 33, 34- 

N a 



I. Mo SIS THE Most Ancient HisT9R.tah«- 

^' Sacred hiftory, fays Mr. RoHtn^ is very 
different from all oiher hiftory. The laft €on- 
tains only human fa^ts and temporal events^ and 
often foil of uncertainty and con tradition. But 
the other is the hiftory of God himfelf, the Su- 
preme Being ; the hiftory of his omnipotence, his 
infinite wifdom, his univerfal providence, his ho- 
linefs, his jufticc, his mercy, and all his other at- 
tributes, fet forth under a ihoufand forms, and 
difplayed by abundance of wonderful eife^s.— ?- 
The book which contains all thcfe wonders is the 
jnoft ancient book in the world, and the only one 
before the coming of the uiefilah, in which God. 
has Ihewn us, in a clear and certain manner, 
what he is, what we are, and for what ends dc- 
' fit!ned. 

Other hiftories leave us groflly ignorant in all 
tliefe important points. Initead of giving a clear 
and diftiiicl idea of the godhead, they render it 
obfcure, diliionor and distigure it by numberlefs 
extravagant fables, differing only from one ano- 
ther in a greater or lefs decree of abfurdity-— 
They give us no infight into the nature of the 
world \>e inhabit, whether it had a beginning, 
b) whom or for what end it was created ; how it 
is aipporced and prefervcd, or whether it ihall 
always fvibilft ; v.c ler.rn nothing v^hat we arc 
ourfelves, v^hat is ©ur original, nature, deiign, 
or iend* 

Sacred hiHory b<?gins with clearly revealing to 
lis, in a few words, the greateft and njoft impor- 
tant truths, 'i hat thtrc i'> a God, pre-exifting 
before all things, and confrqaently eternal ; that 



the worid is the m'oi4c of his hands * that he roadfe 
it out of nothing by his word alone^ and that thus- 
be Is almighty* Jn the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.* 

It then reprefents man, for whom this world 
was made, as coming ibrth from the bands of his 
creator, and compounded of a bedy and a foul— 
a body made of duil, the proof of its m eaknefs— 
and a foul, breathed into it by God, and confe- 
quently diftinft from the body, fpiritual, inrelti. 
gent, and from the very fubflance of its nature 
and coniUtution, incorruptible and immortal. 

It defcribes the bappy condition in which man 
was created, righteous and innocent, and deftined 
for eternal happine Is, if he had pcrfevered in his 
righteoufnel's and innocence ; his frU by lin, the 
fatal fource of all his misfortanes> and the twofold 
death to which he was tondemncd with all his 
pofteriiy ; and laftly, his future reftoration by anr 
all-powerful mediator, which was even then pro- 
miied and pointed out to him for his confolation^ 
though at the dillance of a remote futurity ; all 
the circuujitances and chara<^ters whereof are af- 
terwards defcribed, but under the Ihadows of fi» 
gurcs and fymbols.'^f 

** When Flato, fays Jiiflin Martyr, in his apol- 
ogy, declared, * that the blame lies at his door, 
who- wills the fm, and that God wills no evil,' he 
borrr*.". ed the cxpreflion from Mojes, who is older 
thau any of your Greek writers ; and with re- 
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* Gen. i. i. f RoUin's belles lettrcs^ voU ITL* 
p. 80, 81. 



fjpeA to your ideas concerning the immortality of 
iLe foul i puniihments after death^ and your di- 
vine ^tieof ies, your philofophers and poets evi- 
dently took their hints of thefe things from the 
prophets, which they confulted ; and by thef« 
.means the principles of divine truth were, infonic 
degree, diffufcd through the world ; but it is 
HDanifeil that your poets and philofophers did not 
underftand the truths they tranfcribed from the 
fcriptures, from the many con trad iclions in opin* 
ion, Yvhich prevail among them.''* 

'^ One forcible argument for the authority of 
the fqcred writings, fays Tertullian, in his apolo- 
getick, is the greatnefs of their antiqutiy* Before 
atiy of your public monuments and infcriptions-^ 
before any of y^ur forms of government, and the 
eldcft of your books ; and, indeed, before th« 
very being of your GoJs, your temples, your 
oracles, and your facrifices, were the writings of 
one of our prophets extant ; which are the trea- 
fury of the jewiih, and, confequently, of the 
chrjftian religion* 

MofiSy the prophet, lived about five hundred 

years before Homer ; the other prophets were of 

later date than Mofes, yet the lateil of them, 

were cotemporaries with fome of your firft fages^ 

iawgivers and hiilorians* 

It would not be diificult to prove thefe things, 
though it would fwell this difcourfe beyond* the 
bouiids of an apology ; for it would be neceifvy 

«^>«^> <^t «^1 v^> <^ <<>> «^» 

* Juftia Martyr's firft apology, { Ivir* 
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1o feorch a great number of volumes 5 to tinlocfc- 
the archives of the moft ancient people, the E- 
gyptians, Chaldeans, tiiid Pheenicians ; to appeal 
lo the. writers of thofe countries who djliged pof- 
terity with the knowledge of thefe fafts ; toMa- 
nethon, the Egyptian ; Berofus, the Chaldean ; 
Iromus, the Phoenician ; Ptolemy, of Mendcs ; 
Menander, the Ephefian ; Demetrius Phalereus ; 
King Juba ; Appion and ThaHus ; and alfo Jofe- 
phus, a writer of jewilh antiquities* It would 
likewife be requifite, to compare the regifters of 
Greece, to learn what tranfa^\ions took place and 
at what periods. But all this, in fome meafure, I 
have effeded ; and, in fome degree, proved^ 
wbat I have aflerted, by bringing to your view 
thefe authors, in whofe writings you may Jind the 
froefs at large •^^^ 

*^ Having premifed thefe few rules of candid 
and fair criticifm, fays the learned Dodlor Win- 
der, in his comp^rifoo of ancient pagan writers, 
with MefeSy which may be juftly required to be ob- 
ferved, in our judging of any writing of verjr 
great antiquity, we muft proceed to examine the 
books of fuch antiquity, by the application of thefe 
critical rules, not only the- ancient monuments of 
paganifin, but thofe alfo of Mofes ; and to com- 
pare them with his writings^ who appears to be 
the father of hijiory* 

But here, I aai at alofs to fix on any thtn^j^e- 
perly afjcient in profane hiftory, for this kind of 
examination an4 comparifon^ We certainly have 



«^« «^« «^v «<»> «^« ^^> to> 



* Tcrtullian's apology, chap. xix. 
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flbt any ancient records of any nation which couli 
have been comppfed about the time * when the 
primitive fads- took place* Nor have we any 
pagan author who profefleth to extract from them 
that can juftly be called aQcient^ in comparifon 
with Mofes. For he wrote about five hundred 
years before the eldeji heathen authors^ even if 
Sanchoniatbon be allowed to be genuine ; and « 
thoufand years before Herodotus and Cteiias ; 
^id a ftiil greater diftance of time before Berofus 
and Manetho.''* 

II. The Antiquity of the Jewish Reli* 

GION, WHICH M^ AS FoUNDED BY MoSES A- 

BouT Sixteen Hundred Years before 
Christ. 

That there was fuch a people as x\\eJ€V)s at 
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* Winder*s hiftory of knowledge, vol. II. p^ 
7^, who purfucs this fubjcdt with great ability. 

See Jenkins's reafonablenefs and certainty of 
the chriftian religion, vol. I p. 98. Grotius or^ 
the truth of the chriftian religionj^ book I. J xv, 
Icvi. Du Pin's ecclef. hift. vol. 1. p. 9. Sir 
John HilFs treatifc, entitled, thoughts concerning 
God and nature, p. 27, 51. 

Porphyrins, a platonick philofopher, who flou- 
riihed about the conclufion of the third century, was 
the moft^o/^«^ sind fubtile advcrlary of chrittiani- 
ty. He was well verfed in the writings of anti- 
quity, and applied hinifclf, with ^rcat diligence, 
to difcover fome author as ancient as Mofes, but 
fti vain. See Eufeb. pr«p. evang. book X. chap, 
viji, p. 285. 
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Ihe ct^mmenccmcnt of the chrtjiian ara^ th^i tyi- 
butary to the Romans, and who, in attempting t# 
emancipate themfelves from the Roman yoke^ 
were vanquiftied by Vefpafian and Titus, arc 
fads fo apparent fr6m the hiftory of Tacitus 
and Suetonius, as well as many other ancient 
/writers and monuments^ that no one hath ever 
Huellioned them* 

Philo and Jofephus, authors of high reputa- 
tion, who flourifhed in the age wherein chriftiau- 
ity was^publiflied, as well as many other jewifli 
authors, before and fmce that period, cxprcffly 
aiTert it, as a notorious fa<El, that Mofes was th« 
author of their religion and pblity ; and that h« 
• founded their religion, at the time abovemen- 
tioned- * 

\ 

Several heathen authors exprcflly declare, tha|)t 
Mofes w as the lawgiver of theynw/t 

Manctho, Cheremon, Appollinus and Lyfinia- 
. ehus, beiides fome other ancient Egyptians and 
Greeks, whofe hiftories have perifhed. are quoted 
by Jofephus, as extant in his days, and paflages 
are feleded from them, which agree in ancrting, 
that Mfjfes was the leader of the jews when they 
departed from Egypt, and the founder of their 
laws.* 

Eufebius oites paflages to the fame purpofe, 

* J<^f« agninfl: Ap. book I. p. i^S'^ — ^354*"^ 
1357— 13^* 
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froftv- Eupolemus and Artapanus.f Strabo,:f 
gives an account of the law of Mofes as prohi- 
biting images^ and limiting divine worlUp to one 
invifible, or univerfal being ; and in confequcncc 
thereof^ bears an honorable te(tiinoiiy to the jewt 
as a pious and righteous nation* || 

Cclfus refers to this paflagc of Strabo, and frc* 
quently mentions Mofes and other perfons^ re- 
corded in the jewiili hiftory* 

Juftin, from Trogus Pompeius, relates, that 
MoftJ was driven out of Egypt ; that he led th« 
other exiles ; that he encamped at Mount Sinai, 
and that he confecrated the feventh day as a fa- 
credfolenmity*4- 

1^ 

Pliny the elder, notices Mofes, as eminent 

among the Magicians ; referring, moft probably, 
to his power of working miracles.* 

Tacitus men tioj-vs Mofes as one of the exiles 
from Egypt, who perfuaded the other exiled 
jews to rollow him as a celeftial guide ; and no- 
tices their having been condud:ed by him through 
the wiJdernefs ; by him relieved, in a Jb])crnalu* 
ral manner, in their thlrft ; and ahb, their having 

f Eufeb. Proep. Ev. book IX- chap, xxvi— 
3fxix. 

X Geog. lib. xvi. 

|[ See Warb. div. leg. vol. T. p. 417, 418— 
..Leland a^inft Morgan, p. 212, 213* 
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4 J nit. [jift. bonk XXX vi. ch;ip. !!• 
* rlin* uac hill, book xxx. chap. L 
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received from him a code of laws ; of which he 
gives a large, though an imperfed account.* 

Juvenal mentions Mofes as the author of a vo- 
lume that was preferved, with great care, among 
the jews ; by which the worlhip of images and 
the eating of fwines flelh were forbidden ; cir- 
cumcifion and the obfervation of the fabbath^ 
ilriftly enjomed* f 

Longinus cites M^/es as the lawgiver of the 
jews, and a pcrfon of eminence ; and remarks, 
that he has given a fpecimen of the true fublime^ 
in his account of the creation of the world»| 

Numenius, as quoted by Eufebius and Origin, 
notices 7kfir</>«/, meaning, in all probability, Mofts^ 
as a leader of the jews, who, by .his prayers, 
brought great calamities on Egypt ; whomjamnet 
and Jambres, thofe celebrated magicians, wert 
not able to refift.|| 

Chalcidius fpeaks of Mi^fes as a perfon of cmi 
nent wifdom, and as one who pretended to divine 
revelation. § 

* Tacit, hift. book V. chap. Ill— V* Gord. 
tac. vol. IV^. p. 476 — 482. 

-{- Juv. lat^ XIV. ver. 96 — ^ 106. 

% Long, de fub. p. 50. 

H Euf. prnen. ev. book IX. chap. VIII. book 
XI. chjjrt. X. orig. againft celf. book IV. p. 19S, 

J Budjei phil. hlft. chap. V^* § ii* 
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' Diodorus Siculus, in his catalogue of thofe Ia\v<» 
|(ive^s, who pretended ta have received their laws 
trom feme deity, mentions Mofes, as afcribing hts 
bws to that God whom he calls Jaoh, which, it 
It probable, is a corruption of Jehovah** 

, And in an extraft from his fortieth book, which* 
is prcferved by Photius, he gives a large, but, in 
fbme refpefts, an erroneous account of the jews ; 
in which he mentions Mofes as a man of diftin- 

fruilhed prudence, who fettled the jews in the 
und of Canaan ; inflituted their religion and laws; 
forbad them images; divided the people into 
twelve tribes, and eftabliihed a priefthood among 
th^m with judicial authority*f 

Juftin Martyr relates, that moft of the hiflori- . 
ans, poets, lawgivers and philofophers of the 
Greeks, mention Mofes as the leader and prince 
jf the j^wiili nation ; and, particularly, enume- 

, rates I'olemon ; Appion, of Poflidon ; Ptolemy 
Mendefius; Hellanicus ; Pliilocorus ; Caltor ; Thai-' 
Jus, and Alexandt r PolyhiHor ; and adds, what 

' is moft worthy of attention, that they received 
their account of Mofes, not from tlie^Vtu/, but 
the egypitan priefts ; from whom, it is wellJcnovN n, 
they collected moft of theii' learning- J 
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• Diod. fic- 1. 1. 

f Diod. fic-ap. phot. bib. No. 244. pj 2051, 
•2052. 

' 4 See Juft. cohort, ad gent. p. 9^ — 11. Huet. 
dem. Pr. IV* C. II. p. 49, &c,. Calm. did. vol. 
^^ !!• p. ^36 — 23 8i 
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III. The jews before the appearance <:^ 
Christ, had among them the books ^f 
the old testament. 

These books are ftill extant in the Hebrew 
and Chaldee languages, with fuch ma^ks of ori* 
ginality,as prove them to be very ancient- 

« 

They were tranflated into Greek, as before 
hath been obferved,* at the requeft of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus ; and the tranflation was depofued 
in the Alexandrian library. f 

Onkelos publiflied his Chaldee paraphrafe on 
the law ; and Jonathan his paraphrafe ahb, on 
the prophets, antecedent to the time of Chrift.:(: 

Jofephus gives a catalogue of thefe books ;|| 
which, fince the publication of the gofpel, have 
been regarded as genuine, both by jews <iud 
chriftians. 

The quotations made from the dd teftament in 
the new, are numerous ;•(• and feveral ancient 

* p. I If, Note. 

f See Prid. con. vol- II. p. 38 et feq. JoA 
ant. book XII. chap. II. Eufcb- ecclef. hift. book 
V. chap. VIII. 

X Calm- di£t. in Onk. and Jonath. Prid. con. 
Tol. IV. p. 755. 

y Jof. againft Appion, book I. p. 1036. 

4- Thefe quotations, and the exprefs references 
ill the new teftament to the.old,, 4re computed to 
be about (ix hundred. 
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mftttrs, pfirticularly Melitq, Gregory Nazlanxcn, 
Origin, Achanaiius^ Hilary, Epiphanius and Je. 
rom^ have tranfmitted^to us catalogues pf thefe 
books.^ 

IV. Thb books of the old testament 

POSSESSED BY THE JEWS, AT THE APPEAR- 
ANCE OF Christ were gen'uine. 

As Mofss was the lawgiver of the jews, it is 
moil: reafouable to conclude, he would write hh 
injiituttons , asfuch a meafiu^ would, have beeQ ^ 
great importance to the jewifli nation ; and feve- 
ral authors mention Mofes a$ a writer, as well as 
a lawgiver* 

It is very probable, that in the polity founded 
by Mofes, occafions of writing hiftorie$ artd laws, 
would frequently have occurred; and th^t the 
prophets would not only commit their prophecies 
lo writing, but by writing alfo, as well as by theijr 
eloquence f endeavor to enforce on mankind the 
pradice 6f religion* 

The perfons to whom the books of Mofes, and- 
fucceeding writers, were firft~ delivered, were 
competent to determine, whether they were genu^ 
ine or not ; and it is rational to believe they would 
AOt have re^eivied them, with fuch profound ven- 
tration, had they not been fully perfuaded of theic 
truth* Whenit isconfidered, how highly tbefe 
books wejre effeeoiedlijy the fevis in general, and 
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* Dn Pin's caRoa. of fcrip* vol !• chap« !> 
Ill* 
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the iniimaie conne£Hon tbefc writings had ii\A 
their xrn;// polity^ it is abfurd to fuppofe that any 
material alteration Ihould have been made in 
them^ without its having been deteSed and rejeSm 
ed^ with the utmoft indignation* 

Many of the faAs recorded in the old tefta- 
ment are of a nature /o/i/^/rV-^and extraordinary^ 
that if the books which gave an account of them 
had hetn forged, the circumftance of their hav- 
ing been before unknown, would I\ave prevented 
the reception of thefe books* 

Several of the inftitutions contained in the 
jewifh laws wer^ fo burthenfome^ (though dcfign* 
ed to anfwer very important purpofes) that 
forged books, containing fuch ordinances^ it is 
moft reafonable to imagine^ would have been 
rejedied with difpleafure. * 

The great diverfity ohfervable in the ftile of 
thefe bodssy renders it improbable that they 
fhould have been compofed by one perfon ; and 
their unity of dejign, that they ihould have been 
the invention of impojiors, fubfifting in different 
ages-t 

The provifion that was made for the public 
reading of the lav) every fevench year, at the 
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* See Bennet on fcript. p. 72— 74« Sher* 
lock on proph. difs^lV. Warb. div. leg. voL II. • 
p. 462, 463. 

f See Millar's prop* vol* I« p* 98* 
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fvaft of tabernacles,* and the injunction -that re- 
quired, the king to ** tranfcrthe the law with his 
own hand, and to re^id therein all the days of his 
lifie^^'f mud have had an happy tendency to hav^ 
freferved the law i'rovn corruption. ;. and the(e 
circuinftances afford an evidence in favor of the 
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' * I>eut. xxxi. 9 — 14. ^' And Mofes wroto 
this law, and delivered it unto the pricfts the fons 
of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord ; and unto all the elders of Ifrael. And 
Mofes commanded them faying ; at the end of 
every feven years, in the folenmity of the year of 
releal'e, in the feaft of tabernacles, when all Ifrael 
fhall come to appear before the Lord thy God, in 
the place which he (hall choofe ; thou Ihalt read 
this law before all Jfrael'm their hearing* Gather 
the people togeiher, men, and women, and chil- 
dren, and thy Granger that is within thy gates, 
xhzttkey may bear, and that they may learn ^ and 
fear the Lord your God, and obferve to do all 
the words of this law ; and that their children 
which have not known any thing, may hear and 
learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as ye 
live in the land whither ye go over Jordan to 
poCefi^ it.'* 

. - ^ * 

f Deut. xvii. 18 — 19. '^ And it fhall be when 
he (itteth u'pon the throne of his kingdom, that 
he iliall ivrite him a copy of this law in a book, 
out of that which is before thepriefts the Levites; 
and it fiiall be vjith him, and he fliall read therein, 
till the days ^f his life : that he may learn to fear 
the Lord his God, to keep all the words of this 
law and thefe Uatuies (o do them*'' 
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authenticity of thefe books, much greater than am 
be urged in hehaM oiany other alicient writing. 

The charge alfo that was given to private per- 
fons, to become intimately acquainted with the 
contents of the law, and to teath it to their chiL 
ftreriy* muit greatly have contributed to have 
preferved it in its original purity ; and the falu- 
tary effect of this meafure hath been noticed by a 
jewifh writer of reputation. f 

V. The old testament as now extant in 
THE Hebrew, HATH BEEN preserved to' 

us UNCORRUPT, SINCE THE COMMENCZ* 
MENT OF CHRISTIANITY. : 

Since the promulgation of the gofpel, the 
jews, had rhey been fo difpofed, could not have 
corrupted thefe writings, without having been 
dtte^ed by the chn/iians ; nor could the chrifiians 

* Dent. vi. 6 to ic *' And thefe words 
which I command thee this day, Hiail be in thy 
heart : And thou Ihalt teach them diligently unto 
thy childr^en, and ihalt talk of them when thou* 
fettell iri thy houfe ; and \vhen thou walkelt by. 
the way ; and when thou lieft down, and when, 
thou rifett up* And thou ihalt bind them for a. 
fign upon thine hand,andtheyflial] be as frontletfi- 
between thine eyes- And thou flialt write them 
Upon the pofts of thy houfe, and on thy gates.'* 

t See Millar's prop. vol. I. p. i, &c. Nich. 
Conf. vol. IW p. 17, &c. Jenkinses chriftianity, 
vol. I- p* 169, ifec.. 
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fcavc falfified the text of the old teftamcnt, haii 
fuch been then* dcfire, without the notice of the 
jews* Thus the chriftians and jews, feverally 
holding the books of the old teftament in tlie 
higheft veneration, and regarding them to be of 
the utmoft importance, were a mutual ch€ck 
(though, it is prefumed, an dnneceflary one,) x.% 
the prefervation of thefe books unadulterated. 

9 

About the beginning of the chriftian xra, the 
old teftament was tranjlated into the Chaldee^ 
and alfo into the Jerufalem language, which was 
htli Syriac* Thefe tranflation$ were fucceeded 
by feveral Creek verfions ; the verfion of Aquila ; 
that of Symmachus, and the Theodotian ; m hich 
Origin, and other ancient authors, compared with 
the Septuagint, and perceived they were authen- 
tic ; and thefe verfions are ftill extant. 

Philo flouriflied in the reign of Caligula, and 
Jofephus lived *till the days of Vefpafian. Each 
of thefe writers quoted paffag^s from the hebrev/ 
text of the old teltameni ; which agree with the 
bebrew bible of the prefent period. 

Great numbers of the firft profeflbrs of chrif- 
tianity were hebrews, and many chriftians, in the 
early ages of the church, ftudied the hebrew Ian" 
guage ; but fo far were they fr«m charging the 
jcvvs with coyruptifig the text of the old teftament, 
Abt they bear teftimony to Its put Uy in the peri- 
#ds ill which they lived:* And the Maforites 
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* See Du Pin^s c^non, vol. L chap. IV* f iii — 
YlI*}on^%^^ crit. left* c\iap.W» ^ lo— T^v^Chap^ 
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were fo fedulous to preferve the copy of the jew« 
ifh fcrFptures free from corruption, that tliey num- 
bered even the lines^ worcts and letters in each 
book.f 

VL Many important facts, recorded in 

THE OLEV testament, ARE MENTIONED BY 
VERY ANCIENT HEATHEN AUTHORS. 

Several heathen nations, particularly the 
Phoenicians, Indians, Egyptians, Greeks and Ro- 
mans^ had a tradition concerning the original o{ 
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XIII— XVIII. M. S. Turret, vol. I queft. x. § 5 
— 13. Walton's prol. to polyg. bib. Stackh. hilC 
bib. appar. p. 35. Grotius on the truth of the 
chrift. relig. p. 174* BdflTuet's univ. hift. vol. II. 
p. 148. And Bryant, on the truth of the chrilHaa 
religion, p. 2&» 

t The Mqffhrites were certain jev\4{h doftors, 
who were wholly employed to examine and 
criticife upon the true orthography of the canons 
jcal books of fcripture ; to determine^ to pre* 
"erve, and to tranfmit to poft.erity,. the genuine 
"pading and pronunciation of the hebrew, by af- 
Gbcing to it propefr accents 2c^ vowel points. 

Dr. Lightfoot obferves, that *' they fuxntned 
.ip all the letters in the bible, to fhcw, that not a 
troke of that facred book bath, periih^d ; and, 
herefore, had we no other proof of the truth 
►f the text of the old teftainent,. the labors of 
hefe men would be fufficient to. convince. us of 
ts validity." Works, voK I. p.. 999* 
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the warUy in fome refpefts fimilar to the Mofaic 
account of the creation.* 

The divifion of time into weeks obtained very 
anciently, not only among the inhabitants of 
Greece and Italy, as we are informed by Jofe- 
phus, Philo Byblius, Clemens Alexandrinus and 
Lucian, but alfo among the Celtac and Indians, as 
Pbiloftratus, Dion Cafiius, and Juftin Martyr re- 
late ; and of this truth we have a further evidence 
from the ancient names given to the days of the 
wcek.f 

Diodorus Siculus, Plato, Dicaearchus, Calanus 
•he Indian philofopher, and feveral other writers, 
mention man in a ftate of ninocence, and alfo his 

0poJtacy.X 

Tht many years "wYiicli mtn lived in the early 



* See Cumberland's Sanchoniathon, p. i 
. 3. Burnet's archaeol. book I. chap. I — VI. be _. 
If. chap. I. Ray's III difc Grotiuson the truth 



•f the chrift. relig. book I. chap. XVI. univ. hi% 
Vol. I. p. II — 17. f ol. 

f See Grotius, p« 41, 42* RoUin's hift. vol. 
IV. p. 416. Selden de Jure N. & Gent. lib. III. 
rap. XVI — XXIII. praef. cap. XVI, XlX. 

% See Grotius, p. 4a, 43- Burnet's archxol. 
book II. chap. II, III. Rev* examined with 
cand« vol. I. p. 80, 81. Jenkins's chriftianity, vol. 
II. p. 246. Still, orig* iac. p. 516. Owes on 
ferp. difs. IV. V. ; 
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ages of the world, are noticed by Berofus, 
tho, Hiromus, Helanicus, Hefiod and man; 
writers.* 

Berofus, Abidenus, Plutarch, Lucian, MeU, 
Nicholas Damafcenus, and alfo many of the hea- 
then poets, mention the deluge*^ 

Alexander Polyhiftor quotes Artapanus and 
Eupolemus, as mentioning the Tower of Babel; 
Abydenus alfo and Heftiaeus mention the fame 
building, and fome of the circumftances which at- 
tended the difappointment of that enterprize. J 

Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, Tacitus, Pliny and 
Solinus, mention the defiru£iion of Sodom and Co- 
' morrahy and the cities in their vicinity, much in 
the fame manner as is related by Mofes ; the truth 
of whofe account, is, in fome degree, confirmed 
by what modern travellers, of credit, have re* 
ported with regard to the phoenomenon of the 
dead fea.* 



*«>»'<>»<0> (^)i^itO>(^^«^t 



* See Grotius, p. 44. Jof. ant. bopk I. chap. 
III. $ IX. 

f See Grotius, p. 47 — 52. Ray's III difc. 
Saurius* difs. vol. I. p. 131 — 134. Swll. orig. 
fac. lib. HI. cap. iV. § VIII. Univ. hift. vol. I. 
p. 112. fol. 

X See Eufeb. praaep. evan. lib. IX* cap. XIV, 
XV, XVIII. 

* See Tacit, hift. lib. V. cap. VII. Whitby's 
cert, of the chriftian faith, p. 36 — 39. Pliny's 
nat. hift. lib. V. cap. XVI. Lib. XXXV. cap. 
XV. Solinus, cap. XXXVI. Cfrotius, p. <:S, 59- 
Maundrel's travels, p. 83 — 85. Univ. hift- vol- 

I- P- 576, 577^ fol- 



( i6i ) 

Btfrofus, Alexander Pqlyhiftor, Damafcenus, 
Artapanus, and other ancient hiftorians, make 
exprefs and honorable mention of yJbraham and 
his family; and fome of thefe writers, relate his 
interviews with Melckizedeck' To which may be 
added, the account that Trogus Pompeius gives 
of Abraham ; and the declaration of Jofephus,that 
Haecatoeus wrote the life of this patriarch.* 

Eupolemus and Dins, mention many circumflan- 
ces refpci^ing Divid and Solojnon, which corref. 
pond with the old teftament ; and Heroditus 
has a remarkable paffage concerning the dejtruc^ 
iion of the j^ffyr'tans^ in the reign of Heztkicihy in 
wliich Sennacherib isexprelily mentioned, f 

Not anything is ttmre common tobe^ met with, 
in ancient writers, than the fcripturc account of 
Nebuchadnezzar y and fome of the fucceeding kings 
of Babylon, and alfo of Cyrus and his fucctilors. j: 

«<P% «<5>> '-tfs <.^i ve>» to^v^ t^» 

* See Jof. ant. lib. I. cap. VIL § II. Jufl. liN 
XXXVIII. cap. II. jNlill. prop, of chriftian. vol. 
I. p. 114, 115. . Eufeb. pratp. evan. lib. IX. cap* 
XvII— XXIII. 

\ Stf Eufeb. prxp. evan. lib. IX. cap. XXX 
_ XXXI V, & XXXIX — XLI. Jof. ant. lib. 
VIII. cAp. II. lb. contra anp. lib. I. p. 1340* 
Milbr prop.- -of chrillian. vol. I. p. 123 — 127. 
Prici. con. vol. I. p. 25. Ileroci. hiit. lib. II. cap. 

CXJ.I. 

J For many other particulars, on this fuhjedl, 
feeCrotius, book I. XVI. Book III. J XVI. 
Jenkins's chriftianity,vol. I. p. 55 — 107. Stack, 
aid. bib* appar* p* 1 8. 
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Vlt. The importance and excellence of 

THE MOSAIC HISTORY OF THE CRE\T1- 
\ ON. . , 

The hiftory of the creation by Mofes, is fonn- 
■d on a religious fcheme. The doctrine of the 
ilftt^ and innnite perfedions of God, is eflablilh- 
*d as the /ir/? principle* " In the beginning God 
Seated the heaven and the earth.'' The great- 
lefs of the work demonftrated the fuperior per- 
'eftions of the divine architedl. 

; *' In the beginning" God exerted his power 
ind will to give exiftence to heaven and earth ; 
)r to bring all things into beinjg. Mofes here in- 
iaiaces the eternity of the creator, and his uncre-. 
ited independence, while he forcibly afierts that 
» very other thinj; was made in time* He afcribes 
ill the great efFeits in the vilible and invifible 
yorlds, to the po^^ver of Cod; which is afcribing 
hern to the only adequate caufe. 

This fir it verfe, therefore, in the book of (3cn- 
jfis, may be regarded as 2i general preface to the 
whole hiftory ; in which the facred hiltorian ex- 
[libits, as in an exordium, this general truths 
hat 'cne Gjd created the -jjPGle univerfe, and eve- 
•y fpccics of beings. 

Tills ^cconnt h i?:ff!l[fl}hle ^nd creditable ; for 
yc behold tiicfd things which Mofes relates to 
jave been made. . We have clear perceptions of 
lis Tubjcd ; and we fee thefe material beings 
lifted upon, agrrsible to their feveral natures; 
jot thefe maicriul thing ' transformed into intelli" 
yences^ and becor.iir^ Gods by their ov»'n power ; 
Aho wer^ only matter, and, antecdJcnlly ^\:i.^\ \\<:% 

P 



intelligence; a« they are rcprefcnted in the ro/1 
mogom^s of pagani/ht ; nor do we obferve thoie 
other fabuloui beihg^, fuch as fatyrs, nymphs, 
furies and fawns j wliich exifted only in thfe ima- 
gination of heathen writers ! . 

4 

* But we behold multitudes of material beings, 
placed in fuch fnuatlons by the creator, where, 
by his omnipotent will and ^ft, they are made 
tjfeful, without afcribing to them thought and 
dejlgn. 

We behold the rays of the fun fliining forth, 
«nd imparting light and heat. By the operation 
of heat upon oceans, and on the furface of the 
earth, we behold vapors and mifts arife ; coUeft 
into clouds, and' remain fufpended in the atmof- 
phere, until they descend in dew's and fho\N ers ; 
^nd hereby wepercejVe the air cleanfed from thofe 
grofs, heterogeneous particles, exhaled from dif- 
ferent-foils, and N^hich would have rendered the 
air iufalubrious. 

- But thcfe vapors and mifts, and dews and 
fhowers, are not emerging and defcendirg Gods^ 
or wieUtgtrKcs, generated out of material princi^ 
pies, irr an athtijiical and UKplilofophiccl theogo- 
ny ! But the elFeds of ihe o;:eraiions of one 
Cjd upon mattery according ' to its proper na- 
tqj*e. 

^ *■ This & tne nrrrathr of Mofes v a? written in 
a plain, pcpttlar llile ; adapted to the iriformaticn 
*rxd ediScatioil of ^all men. 1 he fair book of 
natui-e, \^hich all "may read in its prefent exif- 
^ teuce and excellence, is oppncd^ and its onglnul 
Ithes are ie^^ilk' ; fo tliitt its beautic<» may not be 



^. 
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concealed from view ; nor the humble inquirer 
be ted astray in his refe arches concerning the 
author of this great volume of nature, and its 
ufe. -^ 

It is declared to have been made in time ; 
not jumbled together by charice, but formed by 
infinite wifJom and power. The irifinitcf be- 
nignity alfo of the creator is manifeft ; (ince this 
hnmenfe fabric is evidently defigned to anfwcr 
many ufeful enfls. Here, therefore, wie difcerii 
i^foundation'oioyxt pioiis and devout hifiage to 
the omnipotent arid beneficent creator ! ^What 
excellent leftures then of virtue, piety and univcf y 
fal benevolence, may be deduced from this ac- 
4:puat of the origin of the univerfe !* 



* See Winder's hiff. of "knowledge, pref- p. 
7, 8. vol. II. p. 91, p2» V Dr. Winder dwells, 
■vuith gr^at propriety,^ on t^ie Mofalc account pf 
the creation^ and ihews that it.is ifo^ mroff/i/^fiff 
with true pkllofophy* , lb- p. ^3 — loi. 

■ » 

See, on this fubje^, thoughts concerning Go^ 
and nature, chap. VI. Barrow's \^rks, vol. H" 




The learned Sir John Eillr in his rreatilc abov^ 
mentioned, entitled, thoughtsi concerning Qoi) 
and r - _ 

moft 
nefe 
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yill, Miracles. 
'^ To fix thfe certainty of revelation, fays hn ex. 



*o» v^i «o> «<>> ^:>i ^^^ ^Oi ^^1 



iicfe, and the Utrurians ; and alfo the fentiments 
- of the various Greek phiio/ophers coucernmg God 
and the origin of the world ; and evinces that 
feveral ideas of the Mcjliic account of the creationj^ 
(efpecially among the nations of the rehioteff an-J 
tiquity) obtained among them. Book f." chap. 
XXI— XXVIII. Book II. And he alfo Ihews^ 
diat *' it was a departure from tht Mofaic do^rines^ 
that gradually led to Athtjm\^\ Book III. 

Various hypothefes have been formed by menj 
in different ages, of the ir/g/w of the world ; and 
ignorance, pride arid folly j^haveoccafioned fome 
perfons, efpecially, in modern times, to cenfure th« 
Mofaic account oF the creation arid to deem it un- 
philofophical. But 'thefe fyltems of the cre'atioi^ 
of the worjd are contradiftory,puerne and abfurd, 
and flhould' teach us to be grateful for that account 
of the origin of the uiiiverfe, which the almighty 
cr^^tor hath been pleafed to communicate to us in 

the holyjcrtptures^ 

''■"'%■- 

" A learned and judicious writer, on this fiibjecl, 
remarks; that all thfe hypothefes' which have been 
tTirvrnied, c^ndt' ^ffdrd a National and an inquifujve 
mind any fatisfa€Iton. That they feein to have 
been written through vanity and ollentation ; to 
diJplay wit, rather than to demonflrate truth ; and 
h^ve, therefbre, but little Or rip fpuridation for 
tK^i/fiippbrt- except wlAat hath bpen derived frorn 

S'i'firukful xiivcatiorii Arid.' indeed, as! he juftiy 
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tellent writ^r^ and dbblifh religion upon aiirm 
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remarks^ how could it be otherwife?— As the par- * 
ticular manner of the origination of things is fuch 
a matter of fafi^s is not within the limits of ^^- 
man difcovery, muft not men neceflarily be igno- * 
rant of it ; or have as imperfeft conceptions refr ' 
pediing it, as a blind man hath of colours, unlefs ' 
they receive information on the fubje^ by the z^/- ■ 
mighty creator of the world, who alone is compe* 
tent to give it ? 

Suppofe, it is added, in a country abounding 
with fcholars, of various feds of philofophy, but 
unacquainted with mechanical engmes, a curious 
arttft, (to difcover their Speculations) fliould leave * 
in a field or fbrreft,an ingenious piece ©f mechan- ' 
ifm,a watch, for inflance, with the configurations of 
the various phafes of the tnoon ; the motion and 
place of the fun in the ecliptick, and feveral other 
indications of celeftial motions ^ as well as thehours 
of the day, accurately expreffed ; and let it alfcy 
be fuppofed, that this mechanical produ6hon ihould 
be dUcovered by fome of thcfe philofophical ftu- 
dents,in their ambulations ; how erroneous would be 
their opinions refpeding this phenomenon i 

The epicurean, for inftance, agreeable to his 
hypothefis, would affirm, that this watch was only 
an accidental concretion of afomsy which^ living 
happily fallen together, by a little innate mbticn, 
and fortunate chance ^ formed the index, the wheek, 
the balance, and every otherpart of the machine! 

The Cartefian vigcets withliim, isiUiittiriikHle^ 



f^^ndafipii, Jtpleafed God to^iye it twq forts of^ 

to 

OQ \vhich hU affirmation is founded ; byt imagin- , 
irjg He has not fufficiently expiained, how the^ 
>vatch received its motion^ lie largely expatiates on,; 
a ceruin J ubtUe matter, that pervades it^, and gJves 
mptioii to its moveable parts ; \v Iiich xonfitt oi cer- r 
tdffi ^globular atoms,' that poffefsfan aptitpde for 
mdtionJ / ' '. ' ' 

• ■ ■ ' * ■ 

A fi/V^ philofopher, cenfures theegicufcan.and, 
cartflian, and, with confidence, afTures the'Ai, ihat 
hi^has a more evident folption of the phenouie- 
Iion ; namely^ the urnvcrjul foul of x.\\(t world ;.» 
wTbj.ch, havinc formed fuch a variety of' infeils. 

•%' m— - /% "^ '■ •■' ^. m ' , ■•'■ V'y» • J 'tint 

l^'lth fo many organs and jacvl ties, and .fiicha.. 
congruity, in their whole, cpmpqfition, m;^(^ thl? 
admirabl.e automaton alfoi * . 

* •■ ■ ■ . '^ ■ 

, But an tfr^oif^//^;r,^being difTatisfied with.,f//; 
their folutions^ peremptorily afTures them, that^ 
thty.sa'e mjfiaken ; that their hypothefes are fala--, 
clous, and the flinifey cobwebs of their own una- 
gmaiions ; and pronounces the machine to heefer^ 
ndL and dXiq^ali it^ motions ; for as a circular moiion., 
lias neither, beginning nor end jng, this motioi^i^ 
both in the index and wheds, // eternal ; it baa 
Mpr beginning, nor will it b^ve an end i . 

■ 

W,bile thefe phikfophers were thus, cxpreffing , 
'Aspa various and oppofitc fentiments, the arti/l^.\ 
the watch inake& his appearance; and having been . 
JiiforioatfOiF their w/e debates, he is willina to aU 




I.-:*, 



&. - 
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ptfioff.. y»jijdi:,.wcr.^,.at,the.lame time, fbitedJOT 
tfie-eag^citif rof jKe , in.ijlt iiinnle, and fupcrior^ to-. 
ail.'ine ^'ljtUo^^",i?; 'Ji.e JHRTcilulotis,, aiid^ v/hicii,' 
vifi'biyf Wee thci cl}iirfftcr.of^iiimpo(chcev 

Tbefe two forts pf proa^ were mu'^cle.s and, 
propheties. 



^ Tb« , miracle^^ were,, piiblj^. p^cj' . nfl^oripiK ■ ; 
exporetl to the ie'j^ps 9l'aU.tri5' wqrli^, ir,fiiwl.ely'iiiiil-^ 
tuiVied antf .dJvtrfiSed.i long, fore'taJ.J/sinT'ex-,, 
p^led, and c()iiti(iu,ed^,for a joiig ferits i«''iJ;'ys, 
aaa 1'on^etiines^' years- They v.cr.e cviJent hs^&,\ 



tiiom ^T^ .enyufW^-i, for tfiar i<f hir^(e If piaiie,, the, 
macojne ; aiidjforihfiir fati^a£Koajdi;n)onikati|»^ 

xhe progrrf J of iii&hpeTiiiom-., 

Tijiis, f/fJM djfcmjer^j_ '^IKJ'^ jnftly jaufcthcfe. 
philolopners ^ai.'^/t- .for tHeif confiilence, igiio-j 
ranee and .vaijicy, and rcjcders lhpir_/^nr/e/;o«f , 

perfpftly.ri'.i'icB/o:;/ .' , 

Tn like. manner, sdds tbis.wnter,.tl;e^/(if^, aiuQ 

aB^;;f?jii' narrative of tli? (y-j^inuV. of qwr^ocw,; 
comuiunicateit, to us by the p/eaj creVi^olr/af jjl', 
tl^ings^throu^Iuhenieriiumo/MosESiji/Drflriopa)^. 
that.it aifijii^B us jult. ideas, of.this ereii,; iryf^w'- 
Ihould Mufe ignorant and Lonceiteu nieq^ipjp^" 
vered ^vv:\^Jh6J»e, wliti have aitr/tjt^.on ijl*!. 
lic,^thcir fulfy^ and cMtraSfi/ir^ jJ;eo'riM of i1i«j , 
(wv^(« of ihp ut^er/cl rA^sr/f jt wylcOpKiJly pi:Qt,. 
cUiin thdryfl»iii:Mi4 /s%^i^;tM^5 ^effee,h 
thf^r frnnfn^yj Sec Stttclt||y^ p^j ^ y»» ,vmU|| «.« 
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memorable events, of which the dulleft \inder-" 
Ibnding could not but be fenfible ; whereof the 
whole people were not only fpe£lators and wit- 
nelfes, but themfelves the matter and objed ; 
they reaped the advantages of them and perceiv- 
ed the effects, and had their own happinefs or 
mifery depending on them. 

Tlie family of Noah could not forget the dc- 
flruilion of the whole world by the deluge, af- 
ter the continued menaces of an age ; nor the 
lairacalous manner in which they alone were 
preferved in the ark. The fire that came down 
from heaven upon the unrighteous cities ; the 
V. hole kingdom of Egypt puniihed at different 
times by ten terrible plagues ; the fea opening a 
paflTage to the Ifraelites, and cloiing to over- 
whelm- Pharaoh and his army ; the people of 
Ifrael fed with manna for forty years, and drink- 
ing of the brooks v^ hich flowed out of the llony 
rocks ; covered v. ith a cloud from the heat of 
the day, and enlightened by night with a pillar 
of fire ; their clothes and their ihoes not worn 
out in tlic couife of fo long a journey ; the 
fireanis of Jordan ccafing to flow, and the fun 
ftanding ftill to fccnre a viftory ; an army of 
hornets going before the pcoj.le of God, to drive 
the Canaanires from their pcircflions ; the clouds, 
at feveral times, converted into a fliower d 
hail-ftones to overrhrow the t- nemy * the nations 
inr league againft Ifrael difperfedby a vain terror, 
or exterminated by a mutual {laughter in turning 
their arms againft one another ; an himdred 
fourfcore ana five thoufand ftruck dead with 
thunder in onff tiight under the walls of Jerufa^ 
Icsi : «1^ rhefc prodigies, and many others of 
A iike nature, whereof i#veral were attefled by 

i 



folemn fcafts, eftabliflied to porpetuat^ their ,m^-» 
iiiory, and by Tacred fongs, whi^h were, in th^ 
rnouths of all tlie ifraelites,. couhj not b-3 uq., 
known to tHe raoft ftupid, nor called in qujsftiott. 
by the inoft incredulous.'** ^ - 

• 

'^ The niii'acles related in the books of the: 
new teftament, fays Mr* Harwood, are fo cif- 
cuinflanced as to preclude all reaf on able doubt; 
of their reality, and add the {irQngcllconfirn)a-i 
tlon to their divine authority. 1 hey are fuchi 
operations as tranfcend 7iiX4)uman power to etFec3i 
them, or any fuppofed art of magic or impofttdre 
to perform. Curing the moft inveterate difori^i 
dcrs by a llngle touch or a lingle wordy and in* 

fiantancGuJly reltoripg thofe whofe maladies had 
bafljed all the power of medicine, to perfedfc 
health in a moment' Giving Jight to t^ofe ^©rn. 
biin'd ; expelling obftinate leprojies ; ipa)(ing.thofp[ 
who wanted ^ Yxmh^ perfeii ;. x\io{^ who. w«i;<5 
bowed double, ftraight ; thofe who Ihpok with th^t 
palf^y Yohuiiy qerving the- withered arm witlj' 
ftrength ; reltoring the infane to reafqn and the 
dead to life* • 

• 
Thefe fupernatnral operations vyerc not 
wrouijht in a few inftances, witji hefitatdoji and 
difiidjpnce, but every week and every day. wcrft 
witneiTts tp numerous inilances of thej^^for afuc- 

, ceifive feriesofyears ; fb that .all fufpicjioiApf liupiaA 
nlanageinenl^ compaft apd deceit, wfis for ev«r. 
precluded^ Nor were thefe alloniihipg aclioiw. 
performed in fequeitered <:eUs and folitiides, caii» 






* Ttollm'sb^Jtes l^tr^rs, v/jUIIJ. p..8^ ftV;.-.' 
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tlofufly fliunfiing the light of truth, .and the fcrd- 
tiny of officious enquirers. They were exhibited 
in the face of day, — ^before infinite multitudes, — 
and fubmitted, without any parade and vftenta- 
tion, to their calm and dehbcrate examination. 
The fcene of them was laid in the villages , towns, 
and vietropolis of Jtidea, — they were wrought on 
the moft/>w/'/rr theatre, before immcnfe numbers 
that crowded from all parts, — friends and enemies 
indifcriminately. Thoufands attended who would 
have rejoiced to have detected the impbfture of 
them, and fcrutinized them, and the perfons on 
whom they were wrought, with the niceft fubt- 
Hty and ftri^clt accuracy, to explore the falfc- 
hood and fallacy of them. The perfons who had 
experienced thefe miraculous cffe£ls, and had 
been cured of blindnefs, of the leprofy, of the 
palfy, or raifed from the dead, lived many yeurs 
afterwards the public monuments of them ; car- 
rying about with them, in their own perfons, the 
full conviction of thefe ama2;ing operations. 
They were wrought in profefled atteftatioa to 
the divine miffion and charader of thofe by whom 
they were performed, and in confirmation of the 
doi^trine they delivered. They were not vainly 
and often! atioujly laviflied to fatisfy an idle curioli- 
fy, and to catch the vain breath of popular ap- 
plaufe. ' The p9wer with which they were en* 
ducd was not employed in performing dexter- 
ous feats of idle ikill, to amufe and aftoniih a ga- 
zing populace. They were all exerted in w orks 
of humanity and beneficence ; in freeing the dif- 
eafed from long and incureabte diftempers, and 
refloring them co eafe, and enjoyment. Neither 
were they wrought in confirmation of the popular 
religion ; to exalt a national eftablifhment, and 
aggran^lize ^e country that profefled it ; but ia 
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direft oppcfition to it, and contrary to ail the in- 
veterate preja dices and warm prep^ofleffions pf 
the illuftrious and great, as well as,^he whole bo* 
i\y oi the people* The adverfarics, alio, of this 
reliffion, who lived irt, or near thefe times, never 
once attempted to invalidate or difprove them ; 
ihey allowed, they ^tve forced xo allow, their r^- 
ality* The faSls they did not deny, but labored 
to account for them from the art oi magic j and a 
pretended confederacy and cbmpaA with BeeizC" 
huh the prince of the demons* Another circum- 
ftance too, which confirms the truth and validit/ 
of thefe miracles is, that great numbers of per- 
fons, who were fpeclators of them, were convin- 
ced by them, notwithltanding the ftrongeft pre-i 
j'ldices they had formed againll the religion thefe 
actefted ; and in confequence of their conviftion, 
embraced the gpfpel from the moft indubitable 
perfuafion of its truth ; inviolably adliered to the 
profeflion of it, and fealed tlieir belief of it 
with their blood. The perfons who delivered 
to us the accounts of tliefe miracles, who were 
eye witnefles of them, who were endued 
with a . power of exFccling them, and were 
enabled to communicate, this power to others , 
\\cre men of the greateft probity aixi Integrity $ 
gave all the proofs and evidences that rational be- 
ings can do, of ihcir confcieutious fmcerity ; per- 
filied in their tcftiniony to the divine authority 
and truth of the gofpel with inflexible conllancy, 
and m^t perfecurion and death itfelt, in alt the 
jiorrori with which bigotry and fu^.eruiijon could 
cloths them, ^vith a heroifm ai:d gre5tner:> of foul 
that human philolbphy never equalled."* 

* Har^vood's introduclidn to the newtella«^ 
ttient, vol. I. p. 39 — 4j. 
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•■ Sevi^-al dffifts have exerted their abilities to 
teftroy the credibility o^'>niracles^ but in vain ;* 
their fiimfey objecUcms againft this nicft ratlotial 
ind renfibls evidence; ill favor of di\'ih^ revela- 
tion, havc'been frequently and fully confuted — ■ 
To fuch characters, Mr. Knox thus addrtlles 
himfelf. 



«^^«^i «^:>» «0> *<S>» *Oi «0. «<^ 



* Among thefe detfls we n^ay juflly number 
Mr. Hume, whofc fophiftical arguments, in his 
cflay on miracles, arc, in a m*afte'rly manner, re- 
futed by Dr. Adams, in his efiay on miracJei ; 
by the author alfo of tlie crireridn, or miracles 
Examined ; by Dr. Campbell, in his differtation 
on mifaclrs'; and like wife by Dr. Price/ in his 
I Vth diiFef-tation. 

This eminent writer remarks, that the opf ofi- 
tSon hitherto made to chriftianity, harh done it 
gi-eat fervice. *^ It hath been the means, fays 
he, of caufmg it to be better undtrftood ; of 
(heving-, in a dearer li;?;ht, on what fonncintion 
of evidence it fbnds^ and of removing from it 
many ir-cuinbrances Mid adulterations which, for 
many a^es, liave^ unhar.-pily, difgiv.fcd and de- 
baitAiir. V\'e ii-ay reafo:i.ibly hope" for more aiiJ 
more of rliel'c good etfects, as ui^believrrs t;o on 
to exert their ilrength ag<iinft diviiie re^ c:.:t:on» 
Let r.o :)r!e, therefore, he difquieted, on luvoimt 
or th^ r V. r:tings\ Much Icfs, let r.ny one. riiir.k 
of' caliing in the aid oi civir'aiiil'.criry to tiltrirp 
them. As chriilianity is of God, v.e may be 'l- 
inred, that it will endure any trial, ivd i:: ilie 
end prevail.'^ DilTer rations, p. j('»j;, 366. 
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*/ ImfidelS; fays he, tell us, that miracles arc. 
fihpoffible, feeing God has cftabliihed the courfc 
of natura invariably from the beginning, and will 
not alter it j aiid, therefore, the chriftian revela- 
tioh,'''wiiich is pretended to be eftablillied by mira- 
cles, miift be a fable !' 

This opinion of infidels muft proceed, cither 
from a notion that God himfelf, who has eftab- 
lilhfed the order arid courfe of nature, cannot va« 
ry froth It ; or that God is determined in all his 
acTiofts, either by fome external neccflity (and this 
hHgi>hs*'s doftrine of ncceffity above the Gods); 
6r elfff, by an eternal fltnefs of things, abfoluteljr 
independent on his will ; both of which are ab- 
furd and extremely injurious to the charafter of the 
deity ! For th« will of God, direfted by the dic- 
tates of his own wifdom and goodriefs, muft be 
the caufe of all his works ; otherwife he is not a 
free and independent being, and td fuppofe this, 
deftroys the very notion' and idea of a God ! If, 
therefore, God is an infinitely perfeft and free be- 
ing, he is able to do whatfoever does not imply a 
con tradition. But what con trad i^5lion does it 
imply, to flop that fun a few hours over the val- 
ley of Jehoffliphat, which he firft put in motion ? 
Or to raife the dead, to whom he firft gave life ? 
Or to turn water into ^vine ? Or to reftore health 
^o the tick ; or fight to the blind ; or hearing to 
the deaf < or fpeech to the dumb ; who at firft 
gave lii'e, in J ears, and eyes; and tongues td all 
perfons ? Was it impoffible for God to alter the 
faws he made, or to perform things without 
the help of natural caufe>!, who formed natiu-e 
itfelf? Efpecially when thefe miraculous works 
w€rc performed' fbr the rtioft noble^ neceir«ry and 
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bcmeficcnt end, naaidy, to give credit and an* 
thdrity toadivine revcktion."* 

'' I^liraculous fafts, fjys Doftor Seattle^ aije iiot 
to be ranked with impoffibilities- There was a 
time, when the matter that compofes my body 
was as void of life, ai it will be >\'hen it ihall have 
lain twenty years in the grave ; when the elemen- 
\'iry particles, whereof luy eye is made, could 
no more enable a. percipient bping to fee, than 
they can now eniihle oi>.e to f peak ; and when 
that which forms ine fubftaiic^ of this hand syaa 
as ioert as a itone* Yet now, by the goodnefs of 
the a'<iator, the fir ft lives, the laft" moves., and by 
means of the fecond, I perceive light and.co* 
lours. Aiid if almighty power can bring about 
ail this gradually, by oiic particular fucceffion of 
cauies and efFefts, may. not tjie fame .ix)wei* pern 
form it in an iuilant, and by the operation of 
other caufes. to us unkown ? Or will the atheilt 
fay (and none who believes in God can iloubt .the 
poffibjlity of miracles) that he himiclf knows eve- 
ry polhble caufe that. cvKi\ operate in the produc- 
tion of any eftect? Or is he certain that there 
is no fuch thing in the univerfe as almighty 
power ? 

To railV a dead man to life ; to.cur.e blindnefs 
with a Eoui.h ; to remove, lamenels, or any other 
bodily iinp^^rfeciioii, by^ ipeaking a \vQrd, are all 
miracles ; bat iTiuft all be as ealy to the author 
r.f narur'^ or to any perfon cornmiilioned by hitn 
for that purpoi'fi, as. to give life to. an cKibryo, 

■ 

s 

- ■ • • 

* 

* Knox's difcouries^ voU 1. p. 75, 76*^ 
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make tkc cyp an organ of (ight, or caufc vegeta- 
bles to revive in the fpring. And, thercfore,if a 
perfon, declaring himfelf to bie fent of God, dr 
invefted with divine power, and faying and doing 
what is worthy of futh a conmiiflibn, Jhould per- 
form inirades like thefe, mankind would have the 
beft reafon to believe, that his authority was re- 
ally from heaven* 

As the comihoh people* have neither time nor 
capacity for deep reafbning ; and as a divine reve- 
lation of religion mufl be intended for all forts 
of Yheii, tii^ vulgar as well as the learned, the 
piDor as v^ell as the rich, It is neccflVry, that thfe 
evidence of fuch a revelation ihoiild be of that 
kind which may command general attention, anA 
convince 'men of all ranks and chara&ers, and 
Uiould therefore be level to eveVy capacity."* 

^' It hath b^en often aflced, 'ftys Mr- Bryaht, 
its there hav^ beeii accounts of siifacles in all 
tgc'^ hov) art toe to diftitigUiJh between tht true 
and the falfe ? By what rule can we proceed th 
Qrdec i\,fnak€ a propjer ejihniite T Let the mira- 
cles of our faviour be laid down for a rule, to 
^hich others may be meafured, and fee, if thofe 
p!tbers will abide that teft* ' SSiee, if there was a 
du^e call for the divine iat^rpofuion ; if the. 6l>* 
jefts were worthy of that influence, w^hjch is af- 
fprii'e^ by. the holy fpirit. tiid they tend to 
the good of the foul, as well as Ithe health of the 
body ; and were they attended with that internal 

T Beat^ti^ on the evklences pf the chriftiaa re- 
p. 26>r-a8- 
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evidence^ with which tI)of»e'{)f our favioux;. vvert 
icconipanied ? Anii were they authentic at^d j)y 
fuch external evidence, as Uiofef in th^ fcripturei 
ire known to have been ; and had they ihiilti- 
tudes, who wi.tnefled to.theiiftruih ? For, as fhc 
ipoftle Tuys, ©f the operations of ChriA, Th^Jir 
thlvgs ivere not done in a corner* . From hence 
we may obtain a criterion by which we may dif- 
tingiiifh between tm.tjh afid falfehood ; . sipdnot 
be mifguided by legendary fi.<SiQnf;.. ' 



1' ; ..V .. 



^ 



'. Ihave nienlioned thatmulUtud'eS w^r.e ysltiieiH 
fes to the niii-'acles of Chrift. .Uhc(ouUt(?4y/ipai 
ny thoufand could have given att^ftatioii to their 
being performed* 7'his proves to a denionfira- 
tion, there is in their hiftory no fiflipn • .but that 
thefe^ .wonderful v\orks were cer-tairily ajt^qippliftif 
td, and believed." Tor the evangelifts wrote prF-^ 
ijiarily for the icws ; and St. M.atl;hew*6. Bofpel 

= --•' ^-^ - ^ -'■- beehSfritte- *^ ^' 

ople in' Judi 
operations ;..... 
did not feed the five thoufand ; hot* rajfe \ht 
dead ; ricr give fight to the Itilind ; tliefe tliou- 
fands would have rifen up againft the apoftle^ 
and coHvifted tliem of a m'oft groFs foi'gery. ft 
Vas impoflTible for. the' difciples of Chriu to havjft 
publiflied to all "the inhabitants of Jiidea, a gW- 
tended feries of wonders, which would have bcr^ 
contradided in every inftanice, ' and univerfillj 
exploded. They would have ruined their caufi 
by the very means which th^y a'dopted for its 
fupport. But the hCt was impoffible. How can 
y>'e fuppofe that a few men of GaUlee, obnoxious 
and of no efteem, could perfuade a whole nation, 
that they beheld, what they never fa w ; aAd tliof 
they heard whac was never told them ? Such ^ 
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iimx>fture .could npt have been conceived • much 
left carried into execution. They would never 
have darfed to hare mentioned, that there was 
darknefs oyer Ac whole land at the crucifixion, 
ifixofuch darknefs had prevailed. The gofpel 
therefore was not founded on fidion ; its rapid 
progrefs (hews the contrary ; and the miracles 
are, paft controverfy, confirmed by the numbers 
of tM jfewiih nation^ who fubfcribed to thefo 
truths."* ' 

IX. Prophesy. 

'* One of the ftrongeft evidences for the truth 
of revealed religion, fays Biihop Newton,, in th^ 
introduftion to his diffe nations on the prophecies^ 
is that feries of prophefies which is preferved in 
the old and new teftament ; and at greatiyr fcr- 
vice;i jxrhaps, could not be done to chriifiahity;^ 
than to coUedi: the feveral predidions of fcriptur^ 
tdth their completions, to fhbw how particularly 
things have been foretold, and how perfbdUy ful- 
filled. A work of this kind was defired by Lord 
Bacon, in hi§ adrancem:ent of learning; he enti* 
tied it the hijhry of prophecy > and Aerein woul4. 
have *' every prophefy of \hc fcripturc fortcd> 

♦ Bryant on the truth of the chr.'ftian religion, 
p- 107 — 1 10. See, on the fubjeft of miracles, 
Bnrnct on die XXXIX articles, p. jj, &c. Jen* 
kins's chiitHanity, vol. I. p. 26, &c. Dotidridgi^'s 
I'eftures, prop. XC. Grotius, book V. § JI, III. 
Boftu^t's hift. vol. II. p. 129. Bp. Waxfon's 
ap6l6gy, p. 52, &c. And Soame Jeoyns's works, 
VoLil. p. ai8, 2ij^ 

0,2 
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with the event fulfilling the fj<imc,. fJiJ^Qugh^j 
the ages of the vyorld; both, fi^-; tjie ibet't^r rofXf 
firmation of faith," as he fahh^ *' fV^^ ^"'^f ..^ftHs*^ 
ter illumination of the cHurch, to^i^hlrigit^^ 
parts of prophefies which are yet d>^fullxlle.cI.V . 



••*y ■«-■ 



Such a work would, indeed., be a greap CQri; 
Jrmation of our faith, it being the prproi^iive 
of God alone, or of thofe vs. ho are" cuij^rtHliltpnjui 
by him, certainly to foretell future events ; anU 
the confequence is ib plain andrneceiTary, from 
the believing of prophefies to the believing of 
revelation, that an inhdel hath no way of evading 
the conclufion, but by denyui'g. the premifes.-rr- 
.But why Ihould it be thought ii. credible fpr God, 
upon fpec'al occafion^, to. foretell future javencsf^ 
Or. how could ■ a divine revelation be bet jcr 
attcUed and conilrined than by . prophefiebi. 



is certain too, that as he knQweth them perfectly 
himfelf, fo he may reveal theoi ro others in whwt 
degrees and proportions he pleaftth 5 and that 
he a<^hiaUy hath revealed tlKin, in fcvei;^! in- 
Ranees, every man mufl ackuQt\TedgT?^ who com- 
pares the feveral prophclies of fcripiure with the 
ev<i;nts ful.fi lling the famy.^ 

* ' I 

But fo many ages have pafTed fince the fpirit 
•f prophefy hath ceafed. in the world, that foine 
perfons imagine, that no Auh thing ever exilted, 
and that what we call pre,diciions, are only hilio- 
ries written, after the events had happened^ in a 
prophetic ft ile * '^' ' " ''* ** ' ' 

indeed, but lia 
ojie argument 10 proy 
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fliVe ,'^r^ .^^^ 'tti.e- proofs V.intr authorities, WKich 
caii be had. in. cafes of this nature, that luc pro^ 




yoa h.iye. to believe any ^^ncieiic matters of fact 

«t/U ni-^Tr^sr" '• on/1' nt; t-Vt*» iiinif* Vnl#> fhmr \'*\ii' At*^-\xw 



r .-But Sich is the temper and genkis of infidek £ 
Tjfe)' un4irjfu7id>ttit/}c'r ivhat.iht^y fuy ;. nor iv.here^- 
tf th^y-^M^hrjy-iaiiA fo betray their own- igiioi 
ranee, rather than acknowledge the force of di^ 
vine tr^th ; and alTert things without the leaft 
ihadow of proofy ratlier than admit the llrongeft 
proof d 'Of diviac- revelation I It betrays iguor^ince, 
itodfee^l,- altogether unworthy of .persons pf liberal 
(£lu&acioi)>- niftC to know waea^.i)^h aucborailou^ 
rilhed, and fuch reinarkiibie eVents huppcntd;; 
and it inutl be fomethinjr worfe than igncrance to 
ifiirr • things withddt the Itaii 'appearance "of 
proof, contrary to ail the marks and chiraittrs 
by whicb we judj^e of the trjih and gcnuinenefa 
of anew nt authorb ; coniriuy to ,che whole tcuor 
of hiliory both facred and prafajoe, VJhici), in,thi§» 
refpccl, ^ive much light r.iui ailiihiriLC to each 
Attiferl^'aiKlyet tTueii;.ar€ftiTie.inen, who.wonid.,be 
t^hcKoglit to. fee, farther iud tp koo.v more thai^ 
other people* a^ivl :>yiU believe, noihia*; without 
evident prOx:)f and demonibratiwa ! 

' The facls," fay tht-y, were prior to the predic- 

._ «« "*. .a_ 
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"whereof you may therefore fuppofe to have beoi 
written after the hiftories ; but by infbnces oi 
things which hare confefledly many ages ago 
teen foretold, and have in thcfe latter ages been 
fulfilled, or arc fulfilling at this very time j fo that 
you cannot poflibly pretend the prophefies to 
have been wriften after the events, but rouft ac* 
knowledge the events, many ages after, to cor- 
refpond exaftly WTth the predi6lions lAany ages 
before ? This province we will now enter upon, 
and we will not only produce inftances of things 
foretold with the grcateft tlearnefs in ages prci 
ceding, and fulfilled with the greateft exa&nefs 
in ages following, if there is any truth iii hiftory, 
facred or profane ; but we will alfo (to de- 
ftroy the objection entirely) inHft chiefly upoii 
fuch prophefies, as are known to have been wric* 
ten and publiAied in books many ages ago, ani 
yet are receiving their completion, impart at leaft, 
9t this very day-'' 



• « - 

Many prophefies, ftys Mr. Jenkins, arc of 
fuch a nature, that none but God could be the 
author of them ; and thefe, in their accomplifh- 
ment, muft afford an indtj put able evidence in faror 
of divine revelation^ 

Such are the prrdidions of things to be fulfilled 
in fucceeding ageSy and which, in their completion, 
depend on the counfcls and adions o^ free agents^ 
It is, indeed, beyond the capacity of the human 
undcrflanding to conceive how it is pofTible events 
fhould be forefeen fo many ages, before even the 
agents of the events had an exiflence* But when 
God foretells things of this nature, by his pro- 
phets, is it not a certain mode to atteft the truth 
«if ^IvIrc revelatioa? It is the prerpgative of that 
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aliiiigfi'lj.; ttciogi ' wlw formed' tlie'mbai^taVns and 
trciictl'lhe.vjmili, to detlafe uato mart wJi'it'U 
Uii liipughi.'"' !lhe falfe'Ciijd&of the hejthen; 
t'eTe'chaUeiigcil/by a. prbphc'tj f to ^jisevi things 
Vj, c'^mc, tlia: ;t might be .^«0"lUb 'they wei-tCods-'f 

' " In the facrcd hiftof^-', fays a w'ritfcr of itiftior 
p^iiiihetl eniuience, we perceive a ir.uUitmle of iril 
ipired ipen^ who do pot Ipeak doubtfully \\.ith 
ii;:tita:ioii, or by cdtyeiailte, but v.'ith 3i> dffirinj. 
tive; voice, LnuJly'aiid pcibticly dti-Iarei lliSt f^t^ 
ji.id'fiicli e^^eiii^ fljjLild i;<:i'tHinI/ happen ii>- tsic 
iim? atwlplafc, and wiili'aUthc i-irluirilt'anfes rhtt 
't1ieJe'i.)r!ij)hets exprefi.' ''Eut ivhaf evfeiits'/'rh* 
iriofl i).irti(ii!;irj the moft perlona!, , and- "ftith aa 
molt ,'ntai-l^ c.'(j'ni.erued t^eihierelt oi'tlie n^ttioii, 
aii({,,;it tlic^^'ame time w'eretlifc molt reinbte ffoin 
iir olit'ward "appearance. tJiif^ef' the flmtriihlng 
rcjgiiS.oF i/z^ah ai^JolHiliiJ' WlJench'effla^^^^ 
joy^a peace and pleat^, abff Iqxdry ifi 'tatWG;, 
b'uildrrig, and fiirnitufe ' Was HiVriM "td fexcels: 
what likelihooJ v-as^lier'^'df^the'ttiribH* famiii* 
and fliamefid captivity, j( Ifaiah then threatened 
the ladies of th<; grtfatert diuincHon (rfrh ; orw'hac 
prbbaljility of the extrepie^ miftpy ^^'hich iiduilly 
bcflJijIirtJInthS'fplWffi^Veigri'*' ■■ ■ ■ 

;. V/hehVfoinet^iliicafrtKTenifJatitf/jnrtft^^ b^ 
t^> nilniefous' ari^y tJf 9xlrinii^t^b, w di «djictd 
(6 thVl'altftxfr^t^itJ'iwUhout'ti'oop^, wlihd» 
fiiioiiij or. 2Liy hbpes orhuinan 'airittap(l^,,efped- 

. '^■'^■i^i^^<^/^v^ ■ ■ ■ t 

■''.■■'■ •"■'- ■:■.'■-■■■ '■■ ■"■p"- \-- '■ 

Vhrlfli'ariiry, Vol. I. p. rfi a'i".-'."'' ,-■■-■'■ ■ '■ ' ' 
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ally after the vwy of the Egyptians had been 
cuttp pieces^ was the predidion oflfaiah oredihle^ 
that the city fliould not, be taken; that it Iliould 
not be belieged in form ; that, the enemy (hould 
DOt caft an arrow againft it, and that this formida. 
ble army Diould be exterminated at oftcie, without 
any human coneurxence^ and its king put to 
flight? 

The entire dcftruftiph of tlie kmgdom of the 
tien tribes; the carrying Judah away captive to 
Babylon, after the conqueft and overihi'ow of Je- 
]f ufalem ; the exprefs term of feventy years fei for 
the duration of t^eir captivity ; their glorious ^e- 
tufn into their own country ; their deliverer fpc. 
cified and called by bis proper name, above two 
biindred years before he w^s born ; the furprifin^ 
and tiil then unbeard^f manner, in which thi$ fa- 
tooqs conqueror was to take Baby lot)'; could aS 
(hefe tliiQgs have, bc^en the effefl of huhian fore* 
figbtf or was there the leaft appearance of themi 
ivnen foretold by the prophets ? , ' \ 

Thefe prediftions, howc vcjc, Jluftrioijs as thejT 
were, ferved only as a pr^par^t^ion to others of far 
greater importance, to which the. accpthpiifiiineht 
of the former wis to give a degree of authority 
and- credit, fuperior ^n (Irength to all that, human 
underftanding could imagine or defire, for the 
gaining, of a full conviftipn and. an unchahgef^bM 
belief. It is plain, I mean the predi^iens reladnj^ 
to the MeiTiah^ and the eftabliihment of the chril- 
tian church* Thefe are fo clear and circumftan- 
tial, that they furpafs all imagination. The pro- 
fits have not only :^cified the time, the pla^, 
and the maimer of tEe t^lTiah's b'uth, the pio; 
cipal adions of hisTifdi and the dSeAs of hik 
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{^reaching ; but the^forefaw and fdretold^the m0:^ 
particular drcatnftances of his death and refiirre^* 
tion^ and have related them with almoft as. much 
cxa^nefs as the evangiplifts t&€Ti:^elves, who were 
cy e- witneffesof -themi 

But what (hall we fav of thofe great events^ 
which conftitute the fate of mankind, take in the 
extent of all ages^ and at laft hapjnly lofe them<» 
fqlves in the eternity^ which was their end and 
ddxgn • ^he eftabliibment of the church opoii earth 
by the preaching of twelve illiterate men ; the 
reprobation of the whole body of thei jewiih.nati-» 
on ; the vocation of the gentiles, to be fiibftituted 
in the place of a people once fo dearly beloved and 
favored -withTuch high privileges ; the deftru&ioa 
of idolatry throughout the world ; the diiperfion 
of the jews into all parts ofthc'Carth, to ferve as 
witiiefTes to. tbie. truth of the holyfcriptures, and 
the accomphihment of the prdpheilcs; theb: fu« 
ture retbrn to the faith of Chrift, which will be 
the confblatloR of the. church in tihe latter day ; 
and, laliJy, the>tranflatian of this: church, after 
many trials and dangers, from earth to heaven^ 
there to enjoy eternal peace and felicity T'* 

♦ Rollings belles lettfes, vol. TIL p. 85 — 87: 
Sec, on prophely, Du Pin's canon, vol. I. djap. 
11. Jenkinses chriftianity, vol. I* chap. II. V. 
Barrow's works, vol. III. p. 358- Smith's feleft 
difcourfes, chap. I — -XIll^ Orotius, p. 68.Dod- 
dricige's le^ures, prop. CXL St^ckh. hift. bib. 
apar.p. 21. Burnet on the XXXIX articles, p. 
114, &c. Bryant on the truth of the chriftian 
religion, p. 27 -^ 86. "Airierican preacher, fermon 
LXIV, LXV, by the Rev. Mr.'Hinfdtle^ 
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tnettians ; thit r^f river ^Jhould he dritd tip j 
that the . city fiould be taken, in the time- oj 
a fetfj}^ nvhtle . her: .niighty . mm . ivcre dri^nhn ; 
which accordingly came to pafs',. wheD- Belllhaiz- 
rar and all His thoufand princes, whawere driiial; 
with him at the feaft, were flain by . Cvfusl's . foL 
cUtsns. .' AJfo .it' was particularly foretold, .thai 
God nuoald make the country, of Baby hnKa'ptrffeffion 
for the bittern, and pools of water ; which was 
accordingly fulfilled .hy the ovei;|lbwing ^and 
drowning of it, on the breaking down of the 
great dam ip order to. take the city» Could the 
correfpondcbce of thefe events<with:the predidi- 
ons, be the refuU of chance ? 

Concerning EpQ'pt, .wa& the following prf • 
didion forged after thee/ent?: Or'ican it, with 
anyreafon, be afcribed to change ? Egypt fhallhe 
a bafe hingdom : It Jl J all he. the haftfl of kingdoms , 
neither jhf II it exalt iff elf my more ahm^f the na- 
ti'.ns : For I ivill diniinijh thcin, that they JI* all ni 
more rule cv?r the nations* 

I ; ' , -I , ■ . 

■ 1 ■ ' r ■ » ■ 

Concerning Tyre, tlie prediction is ho lefs 
rem arl' able : / ivill make thee like the t^p of (i 
I'ork ; th'^ufhalt he a place to fprrrd n-^fs ffrn! 
th'iuft/flt be built no ^nor"* Thoujhi-lt be «o m^'^'C i 
the merchants among the people' Jh ell hifs at/hrr ; 
thou fl'^ alt be a terror, and. never fh nil he ^m[ 7i:r>"''' 
Ml they thct know thee ainojig .the people', Jhall.h 
i'jfonijhed at thee. 



,■ K ■ I * 
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The defcription of the ektcnt of the domiti- ' 
ion of that people, wha were to poffefs Judca in • 
the latter days ; was it forged after the event ? 
Or can it reafonably be alcribed to chance*? He 
Jhall come with horfemen, and with manyJhipSy and ■ 
Jhall overflow and pafs over : Hejhail enter aifo 
into the glorious land^ and Jhall plant the taberna^ 
cles of his palace between thefeas in the glorious . 
holy mountain^ and many countries Jhull he over-^ 
thrown .• But thefe Jhall efcape out of his hand, even 
Edom and Moah and the chiefs . of the children of 
Ammon* He Jhall firetch forth his hand alfo upon ' 
the countries^ and the land of Egypt Jhall not efcape* 
Bttt he Jhall have power over the treafures of gold 
and of Jilver^ and over all the precious things of 
Egypt ; and the Lybians and Ethiopians Jhall be at 
hisjfieps* 

When Daniel, in the vifion of Nebuchadness-p 
zar^s image, foretold four great fucceflive monar-, • 
chies ; was this written after the event ?. Orj 
can the congruity of his defer iption with the 
things themfelvcs, reafonably be afcribed t^ 
cliance?"* 

XI. Predictions fulfilled in- Christ. ' 

*' The gofpel hiftory, fays DodorBeattie, is, 
in many particulars, an accomplifhnient of certain.: 
prophcfies,preferved,as facred, by the jews thein- 



«^>» «^»» *^» '■^> «*H t^^ Vtf>, «o. 



* Clark'sr works, vol. II. The evidences of 
nauu'al and revealed religion, p. 720, ^c Sec 
this fubjed purfued in the II. vol. of Newtou*s 
diji'ertations q\\ the prophecies, p. 396, &:• 

R 
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felves, and committed to writing fcveral:hundrci 
vears before our faviour wasbwra. 

In thehiftoryof the old teftament, it appears, 
that, from the earlieit ages, an expeftation had 
prevailed,- among the jews and their forefathers, 
thatan e;ctraordiuar>' perfon,^ called by fome of the 
pnophets-, the Mjt:ssrAH, that is^'the ANpiJiJTED, 
on thcL Christ, would, at one time or other ap^ 
pearjoa eartl), and bring about a very imp>ortant 
chAnge ill- the condition of the lews, -and of all 
»t)}er nations* 

Soon after the fall, it was foretold, of this great 
perfo)!,* that he Ihould be, in a peculiar fenfe, the 
jepd of the woman ; thiat, from the.nialignity of the 
devil, he fhould be a fu*ferer, but thut heihou}d 
hrin^ dellru^lion on that evil fpirit. Two thou- 
fand yearb after, it wasforetold to Abraham, that 
thj§ pirCon ihould be of the pofterity of Ifaac, and 
a bleiiing to all nations 5 and it was afterwards pre- 
dicted, that he ihould be of the tribe of Judahy 
and family of David^ and- be born of a virgin in 
the town of Bethkhem. It vv.is foretold, by the 
patriarch Jfrae!, that, till he ihcuki come, the jew- 
iili.governnieYit ihould not be ibbverted ; aiid by 
the prophet Daniel the exacl tiu^e of bis dt^ath w as 
foreioidi . It waspredi^^d, that this Mefiiah, this 
tri.nnphant prince aiid faviour, ihouk! iK\G a violent 
death, us .a'tnalefador, notltor any lin of his own, 
bat for the fins of niankiiid ; and ihat loon after 
hii> death, the city and temple of Jernfalein would 
he deliioyed : but, noiwithiiaiidinn tJiii iirnomi. 

. • ■ ! : ^ ^ 

* Genefis J|I. i5, Gerard's fcrmons, 4, 5, 6* 




nious death, his doininionihould be overall kitf^- 
eiis, and without ervd ; that he fhould ijpeak peate 
to the. heathen, and introduce a new difpeilfaitidn 
ef thiiigs, tending to, aiid terminating in, peace 
aud happinefs eternal*. . : , ^ 



■ » 



It was foretoW, that he fhould preftch g*oAd 
tidings to the poor, arid perform many 'miracles 
for the alleviation of human infirmity; particb- 
larly, that he jfhould give fight to the blind, Tpeech 
to the dumb, hearing to the deaf, and the peHfel 
Tile of their limbs to. the lame. -It was fbretbib, 
-that he fhould be fold for tliirty pieces of fltver, 
and that with this money a potter's field fhould -1^ 
. bought ; that he (hould be fcoopged, bufFe^ed^aild 
fpit upon ; that he ihould be meek ind filent* be- 
fore his accufers; that-^his hands and Im fdec 
.fhould be pierced; that his bOnes (hoiitd hot be 
'broken*; that gall and viia^jrartiftioiiW be offered 
him to drink ; that lots Aouid be ciaft;for Ws gitk 
.mepts J . thjat he IhoUld bfe bkt\^ in aH-ich miVs 




cd, 'who has read the new teftam^tit- Afid In 
•him alone they were Verified, and ah no other 
iukii thatdver »ppe&fed -pri earth/^* ' 



■■I • • » f 



i On this 'fubjea, 'Mi». ^Hbi^ Woo<!' ^^ fe^reiBfe* 
'himfelfi ■■ ■'-' ■ ' •' • • • 

, ■ • • . ■ ■ • /.'■ ''■■'• ■' ■■ '- ^ 

" Maky cJtprfefs prc^hfefids, fays he, 'cWsily 

* Beatiie's evideircei ttf the thfJftlan relirfibh. 
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•predified the coming of Chrift, and received 
their 9ccompliihaient. in htm. Thefe predid;k>iis 
were delivered at various times, and in divers 
manners^ as Teemed beft to the divine underftand- 
ing, to animate the faith aiKi hopes of his diftln- 

fuiflied people, and to chear their minds with the 
appy profp^ of that glorious xra. A clearer 

. and clearer intimation is given of this ilhiftrious 
period, the moft illuflrious in the annals of the 
world, throngh all the intermediate ages from 
the crsation to the redemption of mankind* '* God 
kath ah immenfely large progremve fcheme, ar- 

^ ranged in a regular beautiful feries> by his all- 
eompreheniive mind, confiftiog of many tnterme- 
diare parts, before the plot unravels, and finally 

. terminates in one great and confiftent whole." — 

\ jidam is tvot expeUed from. Par adi/e^ without the 
afiiirance, not obfcurely hinted, oi z defcendani 
from hini, who ia future times would refcne the 
fauma/ji race from the now: incurred penalty of 
death* [The illuftriou^ patriarchs^ An Jiicceffive 
time, were divinely.aflured^ that m then: fied all 
the nations cftb^ eafth Jbould be Ueffed* In jotltpn^ 
ing ages, Mofes^ under a divine afflatus, declared 
to ffraelxYi^Lt God would raife up for them apro* 
jphet like unt<f him, and folemnly adjured them to 
embrace and obey him. ; denouncing the heavieft 
calamities which would involve their na(ion^ if 

. they reje&ed this divine meflcHger.. Infubfequent 
times the prophets were authorUed and fent^ one 
after another, proclaiming to the jewijh people 

, Che glad tidings of thi^ approaching event* Lan* 

*guage they exhauft in fublime del'criptions of the 
bleflednefs of thofe happy future days ; in cele- 
brating the exalted dignity of the Mejffiah^s per- 
fon ; the felicity of thofe who fhonid fee him ; 

' the empire of right;^ouraefs be (hovdd eftaUiilii 
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and the triurtpfes liis grfpcl woid'd X^teaA in all 
the regions of the world. No htfior'ical records, 
ftrhich tciuld haire been dra\?n up forty dr fifty 
year^ after the crudfixfon of Christ, coolU 
have given a mo!re accurate and jiift account- df 
his perfon and character '; the nattifie of hfs 
religion ; the fublimity of his doctrine ♦ thfe 
ignominy of hJs death ; the prdpagation of tts 
gbfpfcl, and the dcftruftion of JerufaUm^ than 
thefe p'rophejies, though delivered- ft veral hundretj 
years before the cvehts happfened to Which thejr 
Ttfcrred^ None of the afoflles and companioits 
of Christ could have compofed a more faithfiil 
comperidious abridgement of the life; and death 
and reJ'urreftion of Jesus, and the fubfeqnerit 
promnlgation of his gofpel, than what is contaidu 
ed in the ffty-thini chapter of I/aiah* No foone^ 
did Philip give the true explication of iLis vef^ 
prophefy to the Eunuch y wh^ was reading it; an4 
interrogate him concerning its meaning 5 and 
(how its exaft and fole accdmplilhnient in the life 
and charafter of the late crudfidd jESUS,but \it 
was convinced of the truth of chriftimity, and was 
baptized into the profeffion of it. The predic*. 
tions of Darnel are fo far from being wrapped up 
in the ambiguity of prophefy, that they, feem t© 
he a plain hiftorical narrative. All thefe various 
prophefies, delivered in" v^r/a«y i'^'volving peri- 
ods, concentered in Jesus Christ, and the in- 
crenfing light of theiri, from age to age,* wa^ 
like that ofthejuft man, which fhon'e w\x\i greater 
SLr\d greater ludre, until the perfe£l day oftht 
chriltian difpenfation, at hit, burft in all its he«^ 
vcnly fplendor, upon a benighted world !'^* 

* I far wood '^ intiodaaloii to the neSw v^^^- 



\ 
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XIL Th* predictions of CffftlST. 

Tae predi&ions of Chrifl; add tHe ftongeft con« 
ilrmation to the divinity of his mHlion^ and the 
.truth of his religion. It is evident to every one 
who reads the life of <^hrift, in the four evangel- 
.Vts, with what circumftantial exaftnefs he pre^ 
.iB^ed his own fufferings and death; his being 
treacheroufly delivered into the hands of the 
Jews who thirfted for his blood, by one of thofe 
be had felefted to be his familiar friends and com- 
panions, by an aft of the bafett perfidy ; his be-, 
ing apprehended ; abufed with every wanton 
infult ; mangled with f^ourges ; fpit upon ; nailed 
to a croft, and that the third day after his ignomin* 
JQUs tragical .e>dt,he ihould be rm/edtol'ift* He men- 
tioned by name, the per fon who fliould perpetrate 
this artrocious deed, long before he hini/elfhaid 
formed his infernal purpofe. 

Chvhft ppediffed the too&'improhable thing m the 
world, at that time, that a number of illiterate 
CalileaTts and Obfcure^^^rm^»,ihould be brought 
before kings and princes, and deliver apologies in 
favor of their religion before the moft iUu/lrioui 
flind dignified perlonages. 

• 

me^t, voKJ.p. 15— 17, On this fubjeft, fee 
Jnftin M^rtyr^s firft apology, $ XXXIX —XL* 
Mede's works, p. 2^4^ &c. Barrow^s works^ 
y.ol. III. p. 35&, &c. Doddridge's leftures, p. 
301, &c. Sbarp^s II. argument, p. 65, &c.— * 
Burnet on the XXXIX articles, p. 114, &c. — 
Grotius, p. it34, &*c. Fides^s difcourfes, p. 279; 
*c. And Bryaui's ev fences, p. yi — 4i» 
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Upon Ptfer^f openly declaring his fuH pcrfua- 
iion that Chrift was the Meffiah, he declared, that 
upon him, as a firoi and immoveable rock,' he 
would ereft the chriftian church, and the gates of 
hell Jhould not prevail agalnft it* He f redded 
what Vie have feen fully verified, thofagh at the 
time it was fpdren, it would alaioft have exceeded 
all the power of credulity to have believed fuch 
an event poffibUy that a religion taught by a poor 
anddefpifed jew, attended by a poor and defpifed 
company of illiterate peafants, fliouJd overturn 
the two greateft religious eflablifhments the 
world ever beheld> and fpread its triumphs to 
the utmoft boundaries of the earth. 

' His difciples, to whom he difclofed his heart; 
who were the companions of his priva^te retire- 
ments ; whofe affedlions were knit to him by the 
firmeft ties, and who made the ftrongeft protef. 
tations, that thou|^h they fhould be devoted to 
certain death with him, they would never aban- 
don him, notwithftanding aH their repeated ai- 
feverations, dictated at that time by the greateft 
ihicerity and love, yet he plainly told them 
they would all defert him by a precipitate 
flight. 

He expreffly predivSed his own refurreftion^ 
after laying in the grave three days; his going 
into- Galilee after that event ; his afcenfion into 
heaven, and the fubfequent effufion of the holy 
fpirit upon them, to endue them with miraculous 
gifts and fpirit ual powers, and to enable them to 
propagnte his religion in the wprld. He foretold 
the exit which Peter >vou]d make, and that Joha 
%ould furviv^ the dcftrailion of Jerufalena. 



But the moft flhiftriousof our Savionr's pro- 
phefies^ and whkh will remain a uncmument, 
through all future ages, of the truth, erf thfe 
chri/iian religion, is his minute and circumftan- 
tial . predidion of the deftru^on af Jerufalem^ 
the total fubverfion of their civil and eccleliaftkal 
polity, and their c^nfequent difperiion into all 
nations. In all the annals of hiiiory there is not 
a more remarkable paflage than this prophefy of 
our Saviour, concerning the niiierable fate of 
jcriifalemy and the tragical catal^rophe of bis 
conntr)'^. Though delivered /or/y years before 
the dire ev€nt, it prefents the reader with a mi- 
nute hiHorical detail of the future invafion e& Jit- 
dea by the Romans ; tiie rapidity with which this 
fliould be done,def(Lribed by lightning darting from 
one extremity of heaven to the other, in a rao- 
jnent ; the providential efcape of the chrifiians 
from thefe overwhelming calamities ; the belieg- 
Uig of Jcrufalem, caiting up a trench, drawing 
lines or circumvailation around rt ; the dreadful 
famine that raged ia the city, the nvutual mafla- 
crcs and aflaflinations of the citizens ; the total 
dcm^Iiticn of the temple, the dreadful ruin of 
Jtrufalcm, and the miferable captivity of the 
je^us. Uttering at the fame time he fpoke this 
predidion, a declaration the ir.oil imprebable to 
be verified in toj/jort a time, as thejeivs were 
^fn happy in the friendihij) and protedion of 
kdmfy that the prefent generation woufdlive to fee 
his'woriis fully verified. And he who <:arefully 
reads this moft diflinpuiflied prophefy of our 
Lord, and afterwards diligently compares it with" 
the account that the jewi/h hijforlan hath left uf 
of the lic^e and deftruftion of Jerufalem^ would 
be almoft tenipted to believe, ;hat Jcfephus was a 
chnjiian; and, 36 he wai a fpeftat'of ©f Ch^fe fW' 



^ 
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gical events, that he publiflied a faithful hiftoric'al 
commentary on our Lord^s prophejy, for the con- 
■^ firnnation of all ages in the truth of the chriftiau 
religion.* 

XIII. The PRESENT STATE OF TttE JEWS, A 
STRIKING EVIDENCE ©F THE TRUTH OF 
PRQPHESY AND OF THE CHRISTIAN RELI- 
GION* w 

The prefent ftate of the jews is a permanent 
iairacle,f perpetuated through a feries of many 



♦ Sec Harwood's introduftion, vol. I. p. 43, 
&c. Mede's works, p. 34, &c. Newton's dif- 
fertatious on the prophefies, vol. I. difs- XVIII. 
vol. II. lb. XIX — XXII- Boffutt's hift. vo!.> 
II. p. 77, &c. Doddridge's Icdlares, p. 312, &(j. 
Grotius, p. 149, •&€• Seattle's evidences, p% 
35^ &c. Deifm revealed*^ vol. II. p 253, &c. 
Jenkins's . chriftianity, vol* I. p. 255, &c. And 
Lcflie's truth of dmftianity demonftrated^ p*4 
74, ice. 

f The learned and ingenious Bifhop Newton, 
thus cxpreffes himfelf. '* The prefervation of 
thejdws'x^ one ef the> moil fignal and illuffa-ioiis 
ads of divine provideiice. They arc difperfed 
amonjg all nations, and 3ret th^y are not coti- 
founc^ with any. The dr^ps of rain which 
fall, il^y the great rivers which fiow into the 
ocean^ are fooa mingled and loft in that immenfe 
body of waters: and the fame, in all human 
probability, wonld have been the fate of the 
Jj^ws^ they would have beed mingled and loft in 



•lucceffive ages, to our times. The y^JJ^nani, 

• 1 

■ 

the common mafs of mankind ; but, on the €on- 
. tr«iry, th^y ■flo>y inDo all parts of the world ; mix 
with all nations, and yet keep feparate from all. 
^They ftill live as a diftinft people,, and yet they 
no where live according to their own iaws ; no 
where eled: iheir own magiftrates ; no where 
-enjoy the full ex^rcife of their religion. rFheir 
.foleani feafts and; facrifices: are Uniited to one cer- 
tain place, and that hath been now for many 
ages m the haod* of • ftrangcrs and aliens, who 
will not I'ufFer them to come thither. No people 
have contiiMied tw>mixc<l fo longas they have 
done, not only of thofe who have fcnt forth colift- 
.nies into foreign countries, but even of thofe who 
.have abided in their own country. • The horth- 
ern nations have come in fwarms jnto.the more 
.ibutheni parts of -£«r<?/^ ••; but where are tfa^y 
now to be dlfc^rned' «iid diftinguiftied? The 
'Catdls wcntfopth'in great bodies to foreign parts ; 
^but'what traces ,or footfteps of them arc now rt" 
ihaining any where ? In France^ who can fepa- 
rate the race of the ancient Cauls from the vari- 
ous other peot>le, who from time rto'titne have 
iettled there-,^ In 9pa{n, who can diftinp^uifli be- 
tween, the ^rfk poStSinm-tho' Spanianis^ an4 the 
iJpths and :the Moors, yvha conquered arid kept 
jpolleffipn pf-ihe country for:fome ages"? In Ei^ 
land, /whocza pretend to fay with certainty whidL 
iamilies arc derived from the ancient Britnu, 
.and which from the Romans, or Saxons, or Danes, 
QC Nrorifians i The . mbft ancient and honorable 
|>efligre9s can.be traced npohly to a c^rtam peri- 
ipd^ond^ beyond that d«re is nothing but conjecf 
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Bahyhytians^ C^rthaginianf^ MaceJomaks^wre n«w 
iM) more* THeir names have lont fincc been- 
forallowed up »nd confounded^with thofe of their - 
conquerors. But in this diftinguiihed iaftance^ 
we fee the vanquljljed iov many ages furvive the. 
vigors y and remain a iiifiin^feparate comnmnkf^ 
and body amxMig all the various nations into ' 
which they are fcattercd» We know this people ' 
to fubdft in very conliderabl^ numbert^ inalmofl: 
all the nations of the world, though the uni- 
verial derifion and contempt of every nation ; 
though plundered and perfecuted by almoft eve- - 
ry nation in which they fojourn, yet every where- 
exifting as a large, opulent, and flouriihing body* 
We fee diem retain the fame veneration for 

turc and uncertainty, obfcurity and ignorance ; 
but the jews can go up higher than any nation ; 
they tkn even deduce the pedigree from the be- 
ginning of the world* They may not know from 
\vhat particular tribe or family they are defcend- 
ed, but they know certainly that they all fprang 
from the ftock of Abrahmn* And yet the con- 
tempt with whick they have been treated, and ' 
the hard<h?ps which they have undergone, in aJ- 
mofb all countries, iliould, one would think, have ' 
njade them deiirous to forget or renounce their 
original ; but they profefs it, they glory in it ; 
and after fo many wars, maflacres, and perfecu- 
tions, tliey ilill iublilt ; they ftill are very nuiue- 
rous ; and what, but a fupernatural power, could 
have prtferved them in fiich a manner as"^ no •' 
other nation upon eartli has bt-ei) preferred?*' 
Diflertations upon the prophefies^ vol. !• p« 
ai6. * 
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thfi ancient la'tvgwer and his /^ni)^^ they ever re- • 
tained^ and pradifinp; the peculiar rites and cere- 
monies of their religipn, with the fame punQilious 
and fcrupnlous exaonefs they ever obferved* 

The author of our religion expreflly declared, 
that Jerufalem ihould be trodden under foot of 
the Gentiles ; and both ancient and modetyt hiilo- 

3 fees its feal to the truth of the account, and 
iires us it hath lain in this deplorable conditioil 
for above feventeen hundred years. The au- 
thor of our religion predid^d, that, after the de- 
ftruftion of Jerufalcf?i by the romans^ the jews 
fhpuld be difperfed into all nations — We fee the 
difperfion of this people, otherwife unaccounta- 
ble, and cannot but acknowledge, that the evi- 
dence of a religion which contains fuch a pro- 
phefy, made at a time when there were no ap- 
pearances of fuch a difperfion, much lefy of its 
fublifting for fo long a feries of ages, is con- 
tinually increafing, and receiving accefHon to 
its credentials, fromtheaccuniulationof every ad- 
ditional period of revolving years. 

How can we accc unt for this melancholy ftato 
of the once favorite and diftinguilhed people of 
God? They have now experienced, not feventy, 
.but feventeen hundred years of captivity ! They 
h;ive BOW no divine meflenger, as formerly, to 
confole their forrows ; no prophet to give theai 
an happy profpect of their return • no deliverer 
to/econduft them to the land of their anceftors ; 
they continue as unfettled vagrants, the jeft and 
^>roverb of the world^l 

> • 

There muft be fomc fignal event, from wliick 
•nc inuft .date thefe remarkable calamities; fomc 
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Iiorri^ national rrime, which purfues them and 
their cbildreq ; and jfome future cataftrophe to 
whi^b thi^^remarkable prefervation of them^ as a 
difti^ft people in all the nations of the world, 
rouft refer, and which providence defigned ihould 
uor^vel this plerplexed and intricate plot 1 

'And he, who confiders how exaftly the prc- 
diAions of Jefus were fulfilled in the dcftrudion 
of Jerufaleni, and the extermination of the jews ; 
who fees his prophefies now fulfilling in the 
world, with regard to the prefent (late of this 
rejriarkqble .people ; who alio retle^s that there 
will come a umc" when ail. Ifrael will befaved^ and, 
according to the prophefies, return to their 
cduntry, and that whenever this event iliall hap. 
pen, there (hall be nothing to detain them ; no 
poiTeiTions to retard them a moment ; no civil 
and focial conneclions with other nations to fix 
them in any country ; muft coUeft from what 
hath been already accomplilhed, and is now ac- 
complilhing, the itroiigefl external proof in fa- 
vor of the truth of the chriiri^n religion ; and^ 
with equal afTurance,, perfuade himfelf, from the 
prcdifiions already verified, -that the other parts 
of them will, in due tiine, receive their accom« 
plilhment !* 

XrV. Excellence of .the morality of 

THE OLD TXSTAMEN'I. 

With refpedl to the morality of the old tefta- 

««^««^ *«^ «<Pi «^ ^^ vcp^ to, 

* See Harwood's introduftion, vol. I. p. loi, 
& Nev^ton's diileriations on the prophciies, voK 
II. diiV. XIX-*.XXI. Beufon's chrilUaniry, voi* 
I. p. 64, &c. 

S 
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xncnt, wl^ch is the prWicipsl part of the f ?M*ti^V 
and thatfoi* the fake of \\'hltf)'aHrieirelatid«i weri^ 
gi>^en ty Gqb', arid eVdi^" c'itcrrtaf pbftr^tic^^ 
f-^ligioniriUtuted/fij:. being ^hfe.jSrimafy 4efign'cfr 
uM religion to bnng iD^iiki'nfl to a right jno^al tcYAC 
per and coricluft) ' ii is certainly inoft excellrtit; 
having Its fauudanoain r.e'aibn;^in the perffiSaoiis 
of the deity, and ithe confiitufiion aiu| oircBiaftaijt 
^es of human natur-e. .We havti.tbe (uid 'a0tl<(ub« 
ilan ce -of it compre bended in te^ Ihbr t «pDecq?tS| 
\leliv.ered to ihe (:Y\\\6r£in of djrael icoiu^mauQJt 
^inau'^ And we:hakv«,a,ihiU liiore ;con)p£Qd)otis 
-fumtiiary of it delivered by.. our faviour sf Hcur^ 
Jfrael\ thehoRD tJiy.CoD, b'one Lord ; avd 
-ibfjU jhak love the Lord dy Sod ^jjitb aii tiy 
hsatt, andvjith all -thy faul^ and wjik- all thy. rnindl* 
^'his u the firji anJ gi e^it cofnmandfrieal . j^rJ the 
fecond is Me tuiti it r thou ftiaU hve- -thy neiglbv 
\is thyfelf* (Ml thefe ti\^ commefidmentSy iay&Ghrift, 
-h(07g all the law and the prophets. .Such ure the 
-funoainental principles of the- ol deleft a hien t ii:0- 
..rality, which are oc^afionaliy.oxpkined^'enforced, 
and applied through, all the facred books, every 
pajTc containing foxiip diviue precept or luaxio) of 
■ tjiis heavenly phiW»iJ:iy. 

The fcripture etl.r^s, it umy be remarked, arc 
^"jotlaid down in a lyftematical madiier, awdfup- 
ported by buiaau reafoiiings; but ihcy are deli- 
vert'd i^ a way much better calculated for oh.tain- 
iujv their iinpurtiint end* row f^w are aifecled 
vviUa dry and formal pKccQpts; And how much 

I " * Exod. xx. *f Matth. jffxii. 37 — 40. Maik 
>^ii. 29. compare Dcut- vi. 5. Lev, xix. >i 8- - 
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fewer undcri^and abftradled reafonings ? Thcrf^ 
Fpre.it hath.plcafed God^ in coridefcci^ion to Hu- 
' fiian .V^^^^^'C^t ^o give 'die, fcHptui^ morality'^ 
ifbnn quite diiftreiu froih that of tHe heathen fa- 
ges. , The diief rpfbnihghy.which it is fuppo'rti. 
cJ'iJi, thus faith the lliORD ; an argument' equially 
obvious to.every capacity, and which, ^hrti cdri- 
firmc|d'b)E yqfracles, aifords irrellilible conviAion. 
It is iumcient to prove a precept good, and wife • 
eqmubie and bbiiieficial, that Gob is its author ; 
aiid that :Gqb is its author is fpdiciently proved^ if 
^(loie v^'Hd have dejivei^ed it ijave been enabled to 
.worf^ Triiraclp$ in cbnfiririation or their conimiflioa 
tpfiaro* Thfe fcripture morality, therefore, is 
built on a furer foundation, than any human rea- 
fonings poiFibly can be; for human reafonings 
may deceive and miflead us, but God cannot. 
Hence it, appears to be-entrefpe railmeis and im* 
" piety in any, to arraign arid condemn any fcriptaral 
prbcipje of inorality^ at the bar of their own rra- 
foil s;:fin^fi GQp,^.puthjor of every fuch prin- 
ciple^ mplrbc -an * infinitHy better jadge of the 
pattflre aiid'fitnefs of things, and of his own will, 
tijian the moft enlightened human underSandihgj- 
Ay^hc|n(,.ther£fore, it is proi^ed, that a reflation 
isdieriyed from CjOD, whole underftanding is the 
jQuly^tru^. judge of mpral fitneffes, and whpfe will 
\i the only; {M;opjerfoundatjori of moral obligaiioxt, 
jl^.a^gies great prefuinptibn in mortals to dlfpiite 
the goodnefs and equity of fucK moral precepts, 
as foch a revelation contains* 

The" fcripture morality, inftead of being reduc- 
cd»to a reguliyf fyllem of dry prpccpts and max- 
iin5yisie;ver)f, where jnterl^rfed throoRh the re- 
y elation and uiterwqyen .iji^ithjt ; ..i^u&ratei( by 
n^amples; recoinmendtisd I?/ .Pi?VAifps^ sm^/^eV: 
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forced by thrcatfrtiings. In the dfcahgucy and 
Ibroc othfet parts bf the. MoTaic writings, it is -en- 
joined under the form.df comriiands ;• in the Pfalmi 
it appears in a devotional drefs ; S6l6mon^e\\wtr% 
it in maxims of felf.jrbverhteent and human pru^ 
dence ; and the prophits cldath it with th^ ornai 
nents of rhetorick, and Ripply it in a popular niaii- 
ner for the purpofes of conviction, exhortaitipn and 
reproof. Mofes teaches morality as a fciencc ; 
David converts it mtomeditatiori/foliloati^/iddri- 
feflion, prayer and praifc ; '5(?/(9mo>i -Sbplies^it to 
the oDconomy of human life ; and tne prophets 
preach it to the confciences of the people, andufe 
it as the great engine of fopvtirfiori and i^orniflw 
won of manners.* 



* XV. DlYIHE PrOVII)ENCE. 



• • 



• » 

It cannot but be a matter of driiypilrs inquiry, 
with tvtvy confideratc perfba, -hbV fair he .has 
reafon to think well of that world 'in which Mt 
exifts, and of its laws and aditiiniftratibm IFre- 
fpefting thefe no fatisfaftion can be obtained;therc 
will be' aft end of all'the chief comforts and hopes 
of reafonable beings. The cburfe of events muft 
be viewed with fulpicion, and the world contemp- 
lated with difguft and pain ; thife doftrinc 6f =j>ro- 
vidence, therefore^ is plainly of the highdl im- 
portance. 






* See Barrow's wprks,.vol. I* p. 4.93, Arc 
Stackh. bod. div. vbl. T*pi 26*- Leland^s^;Vf*w 
t)f dciltical writers, vol. K- pi*4fll,ilcc* And Kdox'i 
«Kf(6onHiis; vol. T.'|?.'jf9i; &t* •■ -^ 
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. lf.it can^ be. proved, that, the deity aJminifl^rsr 
^ti the a^^'s of the- worM^. and extends his cnre 
to «^tfrj/ created beings in fuch meaner. . that no-", 
tiling harJ oroppreiTive^ nothing inconfiftent wub 
reftitude and wifdom in the government orcVents 
ever <;oTne;s to paft ; :prj in other words, if it c«n 
l)c proved /* that all the occurreices in nature are^ 
i\a«^fiir"perfc<My wife and good direcljoriy* thipn: 
thedoflrine of providence, in' ,tiie highefi au'a' 
({rii&ft fenfe of it, will be efl^bliihed. 

..We have the beft reafoj^s^ for aTqribing to the. 
deity all poilible excellence; or for coaceiviiig^'« 
of the firft cajife as a being abfolutely per- 
fed' In the idea of abfolute perfediiion is in)-, 
plied infinite powef, wifdom arid goodnefs ; arid* 
io ihefe^ fuch a providence over all things aarhas 
been mentioned* The deity cannot be an indif-- 
fereot {pe<^ator of the- feries of eyeuts in' tfut' 
world to which he has giveabeiijig* iHif £Ood-, 
ne^,\vill as certainly en,gag^, him; tdtlire£l tl]^ni| 
agj^eably to the ends of goodnefs, a^ his wifdoia 
and power enable -him to do it in the mod eStc- 
tual manner. Thus vye m.uft c9nc\ude,accprdinE , 
to oiir ideas of ^thefe attributes. Could we call , 
that being g09d who would refufe to do any good , 
which he is able to do without the leaft labor or , 
difficulty*? Cod is prefent every where. He . 
fees all that happens ; and it Is in his power, \yith 
pcrfedl eafe,to order all; things for the befl* Can he 
then poflTeff goodnefs, and' at the fame time not do 
this ? A God without a providence is undoubt- 
edly a> contra^i&ion. Nothing is plainer than 
that a bemg of peyfeft reafon will, in every in- . 
ftance, takcfijch care of the univerfe as perfeft 
reafon requires* That fupreme intelligence and 

. S 2 
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love which are prcfcnt to aZl things, ^d from 
whence all thiiigs originatcdl, rauft govern alh 
occurrences, and excludie froin the conftitutibn of 
nature all real ill and diforder« . • * - ' 

Thefe confiderations,' it fli.oriW he pbfefvcd, 
prove what has beeh called a particular in oppofi- 
fion to a gerier4l 'providence.' We dihnot 'tttrt-* 
ceive of any re'afbfls'that can inHiience*;thc .deify, 
to exercife any providetice* over the woHrf, ^liich 
are not likewife reafons, for extending it to aU 
that happens in th« wolrld. As far as it is cdiifi- 
ncd to generaU, or overlooks isit7y individual, or 
gny event, it i$- incomplete, and therie fore tuifuita- 
bje to the idea of a perfeft being.* 

** REASON,fays Mr. Jcnyns,tcaqhf*s us that the 
revolutions of -the vaft and innurrfcl-able ccleftral' 
©rbs, through imYnenfe. fpnces V cir the delicate 
moveihentsfin'Sminjal ami vegetable bodies, r^h' 
> irevcr poflrbly 'be 'jp^rforipccfby any principles' 
originally impreffed' on matter by attraftion, cohe- 
lion, elafticity, or eleftricity ; becaufc thej'- aft in 
contradiction to them all, and, therefore, they 
- muft be effeded by the cohtiimal direftionof fome 
X emniporent hand ; it aflure^ us, that the moral, 
as -well as the material world, muft bie under the 
conjtinual influence of the fame power ; becaufe, 
without it, the great defign* of proMdcnce could 
never be accomplifhed. Thie nioft important e- 
vents in life, are derived from the operations of 
matter and will, peace and war, plenty and fa- 
mine, on thefe depend our Health and difeafes, 
our lafety and deilruftion. Ne'plan, therefore, 
rould be purfued, if thefe were all left to the 
blind movement of the one, or' the capricious e- 
Ifcctions of the other ; but happily for us, they 
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«*c both' tfftder the 'coritroul of an ortinifcient and 
onihipbtenit 'governor, who conduds^ them ay- 
fadms b^ft td his infinite wifdbm ; and this he can 
do. by- t'pei^pctoal' though invifible influence, 
v*!ithoLit thfe: 6«pence of- any miracle • for, if his 
irtterfcrence in any event conititutes amiraicle, 
every event is a miracle^ in nature, becaufe there 
can be rio event without it. 

•The whole tenor of the fcriptures implies the » 
cbnftant fuptfritttendence of the (Creator, over all 
his works ;. his continual attention to the molt' 
incoriliderable,. as wefU as to the moft important 
events; to the fall of ii fparrow and to the fall 
of an < (Empire ; to ourfelves, our behaviour, our* 
happinefs and fufferings, our enjoyments, and • 
ouf wants ; thcfe are all reprefenred as the cfFeds 
of 'his wiH, ankktherefore the objefe of his know- 
ledgeand- <^slre j and on this- principle we are every 
where enjoined to lo^e hirav to fear him, to praife 
him, to ador^ him, to obey his commands, to im- 
pWe his forgivenefs, to thank him for his mercy, 
and to deprecate .his wrath. 

Experience reaches us the favtie leffon 5 and a 
man muft be poiTeffed of very little obfervation, 
and lels faith, who ddes/ not recoiled daily inftan- 
cesof the apparent interpolition of providence in 
the dctedion of crimes, the puniihnient of guilt, ' 
and the proteAion of innocence, which fail with- - 
in the circle of h if mvii knowledge, arid are re- 
corded in the nx)ft authentic hiltories of all a- 

' ' • ■ ' ' ' / 

. «. Jenyns's wopks, vol. II. p. 314 — ^iS. 



vrhich have be^n urg&din favor otGo^^^/p^Qfif^ 
frmdenct be eluded by faying, /WicW fod^/^eifti^ • 
that after the formation of tbie uinverfe^'aU thing^i 
wef c effefted by thefef tied lawsof natut^ Thia- 
niicrtion, though made with cet^fidence^^aflrorda I 
xne not the leait • fatisfadioci • for I efteem alaw^^ 
to be a moral, not a phyjwahi:wi{t,% to bc^jnd^ed^i 
only an ideal thing, according to which an tnteU 
iigent affd free agmit h to' rejgulate h\i - a6:ion^.-— 
l^t inaniniMte bbdtes are akogether inca|>abie of 
underl^ding a la>Rr, ot what it chjpiris .;• or-' 
when they irlovein confomiity or not, to its in*: 
jundions ;. the motions, therefbi'e^. of inanHDace^ 
btxlies, v^hich- cannot controul themfelves, are-i 
pl-oducfid by reaiponver, not by Imvsi^-* 

XVI* At THt? TIME OF Christ's APPEAR- . 

A«CF.,THt EXPECTATION Or AN ILLUSTRI- 
OUS PERSON- WAS GENftRALi 

ABbu'T" that period, there Was ad univerial 

♦ Ghriffiaii virtuofo. See', on providen'cfe, 
l^acon's wifdom of the andents,:p. 74, 75* Bar- 
row's works, voU L p. iQi, &c. Grotius, p. 
17^ &c. Addifon's evidences, p« 141, &c- Lc- 
land's view of deiftieaL writers, vol. II. p. 009,- 
&c» Ray oh the wifJom of Gotl, p. ^4, &e.— . 
Bornet oii the XXXIX artieles> p« 38, ^c For 
nfinions &f providence adopted by theiftical phi* 
lofophers, fee Warburton's legation, vol. IKp* 
193, &c. And for refutations of objedlions to 
providence, Hamrpond's works, vol. I. p. 201, 
&c. Pricc*s diflertation on providence, p. 7, 
&c* ArldKiio}fi's .difcourfes, vol* I* p^. 179^ &c* 
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expeAatibti of the illuflrious advent of a gr^tft 
jprince. The atte^mn oiSuetomus^iii very ex^ 
j^refs.* "There prevailed over all the eaftan 
old and cohftanCly received opioiony that it w.a$ 
decreed by the fates^ .that fomebody^ about that 
time, flioulc] proceed from Jddea, and obtain uni- 
Verfal empire.*'* In alfnoft the fame words 
Tacitus^ when mentioning the dcftruftion of 7r- 
rufalem, cites this prophely. 

•. " Mbftof theji?tt;/.were firmly perfuaded that 
thertf was an exprefs declaration in the andeqt 
bboks'of their priefts^ that at that very time th^ 
ea(t fhould gain the afcendency, and fomebo« 
dy from Jlkdea acquire univerfal dominion* And 
he obferve^, that this iiluftrious predidion h^ 
"^aken fuch p6(Feffion of the common people among 
the J€ws, thit they were not compelled to refigtj 
their depeAdance on, this prbphefybut by a feries 
■of cahmities^^f-'' : ' ».; 

'■ ' ■ . ! ■ . . ■■':' ; ' ■ .- ' 

The- ancient books cf the frtefts^, which' thii 
tfftoriafl meiltions^ were undoubtedly, the facred 
Writings of the ■ old teftament, which contain 
thefe exprefs predi^ions, which at that time ex- 
cited univerfal attention. A clear proof this, 
4f&na- the' acteftaticn'of pagans ifrftetr^^ how gene« 
ral and ardent the expectation was of the fpeedy 
advent of the Ahffftah^-.J^/ifbuS'iiesirs teftimony 
to the prevalence of this periuafion among the jews* 
*^ What pFiiidpaUy . esdcii^d'themji fayi he^ xm 
- ' ■'■■! - ' ■ Vi\ ',,'. '. i. .1 .'. . : 

i ' * 

. <*;:Suetooiju9jift'.t!flJpaf. ,p*.735^, ,^;.: 

T .,+„ Tadtusj^oc^AitsHiy* p* 40i.,yql. lit- .' 



i" * • ■ ■ ■ * ' ■ • 
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Ihk" ^»j - w^fy an amiaigudus or9<\e found in their 
ftucrei v^itingk to this .purport. Tb^t abo,ut thai 
fifhff'^n^ ccfrtaihi pepfoii lliouki* mff! Jroia .theii: 
tdttiilry aiidnrfc ovseif thfiMiwvcfrfe-V* 

■'■■■■■ ^ ''''■'••■■'■ -^ .:■■ J :■ : 

- It appeai^s frorw the tiiefw .tdflament •how pre va? 
lent tli0ekj*eftaciorii7f7j(?^: ^iwe^asj'Ciiat tiKre 
T^ould very fpeedily arifc afa illttftHptU prince . to 
fway the fceptre of uwiverfaJ niotiarchjr'^f. This 
was what they expected, who luntted for the con^ 
Jhitifidftof lfr€iely- and fir rrdemptkfi: in: Jerufaitnu 
?>hift was vllvat incheid'tli^yHyj toflodk, with fach 
riiger artd impatient Iteps, td ^o^'''-*' baptilin, in 
fttch prodfgiouscroivds,; from all parts of Jiidea. 
iThk wafe what efngajged ttiejews akb to-in terrogate 
him with fueh ardent hopes and.vehenpgnt.ear- 
neftrt^fs/ whether he was tlie great /Ifr/^^, tk 
Chr\fl o/*(7i^, whofc appearance they fp patiienately 
€»p€ft€d.' We. fondly imagined, feid the. difdp 
pies who were going to JF7wmfiz/x>--funk ia dejec- 
tion and dcfpair, that ihts was the perfon who 
pj^itld htM r^ikiptt(t'Ifraci,i\i2Li isj b»v^ redttm- 
ki Judta^Tom its fubjct^kKi' to xht^ Romans yVxA 
made JetufaUmxht' feat arid center of univerfai 
^H^pire^ 

■ » • * ■ . 

* This ri«(kUih peduafion had • t^n fuchfiUA^ 

'. ■ .■ /;''. •• '•-.•■ *■, • ;» ■ J ... f.^ 

■ ' ■ - ' 1' II. ' 1 I. I ■ 
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• ••jofi^huiidr.fi^tojud.^f^yiagii.i 

f Says St. Pflw/.' Now I ftand^ and'am judgeJ 
for the hope of tH^'pf(Stntfe^nftd»'of God unto our 
fathers : unto which promife our twelve tribes, in- 
ftanUy.ferving GckCd^ zti&tlX^tyhQ^tD'cdtxi^' 
AQATiXvi^6;'j: For^ th^ia(M^Uf J^hail^ ami 
bound wich this chaioii lb* xxviiii 20* 



▼evfal.poiTeliim.flfT their jnmdv/tha^.a&Or ChriA% 
rcfurredion, they wcjt'e itranljported to think that 

now he would certainljr deliver his country fi^om 

itis feri^icuder to Rome, ailuqicthe: ta^ t;itlfi^;.and 

ev^(k a gittiidaud jglorious iungdonif Lo/:^ / viftt 

tl?ou at this thtie ^refiore the iiugdam .tp Jfna^l^ 

TAefe big hopes* in the jewijft 'natioa 3YQre gjji 

kindled^ and.chis^f^]:tfr»/exp6datioi:^ at thispcTU^ 

M'as excited^by^ tbe^edidions of ithe aoc^Emt proi- 

ph3ts, fotine of whdm had . accurately .deeljtrad tjif 

precife'tifne in which this iHuftr^oos peribn jWOuM 

make his aji^arance* ^.Pa'rticulajrly the pi^ipd.<af' 

•iXamffpfyvf'nty "jfatis, or 490 ycj^s, ^yas^ flov|r 

^*oinplete, Whieh^ reckonm/g^ttomthejiven^ year 

•of AtUas^er^^j '^Longimanus^ viho ifiued the decce^ 

to rebuild the temple, to ^he .birth of ..CHRa .3:T, 

makes the period of years mentioned. It is not 

^ange/'th&jr0fdt'«^ rhpt ^rom th€ calculadpn of 

-riw^e^weckfe, in prVtkuba-ytheJeMS.at that vti^ 

-tiFheyfhould'fkjwid their expeftati^n. of this gcfiiii 

event, and 'w,ait t?he -appearance of their j^'ij^rtfA, 

(who'.rt they eri^oneoi>(ly concluded would be!a 

temporal prince) with all the ardor of the foud* 

i-ft national hopes ; indulging their imaginations 

: with the warnacft defiros of his perfon .and go- 

•vrrnmenr, and antedating ;the bhls and felicity ;of 

ih-.tt rnajtliHicent <;mpir-e they ib^ould fee fo ioftu 

ei^et'.ted and ellablilhed.* 



KP^ VP^ *<>» V,^ *<>» *^. •^•. *C?^ 



* S<7c Li^htfoot's works^vol. I. p« 551? ^c 
Prii^faux's corinKdiiftn, vol. IV. p. 8^3, &:c. — 
Frjckh. liifl. bib. vol. • IK p. IC27. Lcllie's 
iruth of chriltianity deinonliratrci, p. 55, kc — 
N-Cvctgn-on^hc propliefie^, /tolt l.p. 106.. JJp. 
Ciiblou's firft paftoral Inter, p- \& ^cu . iS^Cvd 



XVir. THfiKB''w^ia SUCH. JjMaaoii AS Jbsu» 
: . .' . Christ* 



..i . ■'. 
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•' That in the. Jugttfian age there £[buri(bed in 
Judea an extiraordinary perfoii calledvjefus Chrift, 
18 a fa£t better fupported and autfaenticatcdy than 
that there lived fuch nien as. Cyrus ^ Alexandtr, 
and Julius Cafar*. For there are marc hiftorical 
flionuiDents tO' atteft his. exi&nce and jcharadler, 
and infinitely r/?ortf numerous iand inconreftable 
veftiges in the prefent 6^^^ iq\ prove .that, there 
iwas fuch a perfon asChfift^ ,than>thajt..ch6re ever 
lived in pail ages fuch potent monarehs, and illuilri- 
ous. conquerors- As certainly as chriftianity is 
fidvi exiiling in the world/' fo certainly did its 
ibunder ^d publifheryom^^iwe* exift. . 

The public monuments, which the renowned 
heroes of antiquity \tit behiiMl, are long lince per^ 
Jiihed ; the magnificent palaces they built^ the iu- 
perb ftruftures they reared, the grand temples 
and maufoleums they erected, the opulent cities 
they founded, are now no h>ore« few reniain* 
ing vifible traces are left of the battles they 
fought, the empires' they eltabliihed, the fyftcius 
of laws they compiled, and the univerfal oevaih- 
tion chey ouce fpread around them* The king- 
doms they once conquered, havce, byihe inftabil- 
iry of luinian things, undergone many revolii- 
fio is, have repeatedly ioft and repeatedfy gained 
tli^ir liberty, and experienced all thofe reveries 
to which terrettrial glory is fubjecled- Ihe cu- 

•Bryant on the truth. of tiie chdftiani religion, p* 
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nous traveller explored Wgie regions in feardl 
Kxffianding- records of the greatnefc of fgriper 
princes, traverfiBs iiwoKjnfe .qountjries, ^nce th« 
feat of fcicnce and liberty, novj the abode of.Jbai> 
barifm and flavery ; once fw arming with inhabi- 
tants^.and variegated with unnumbered towns and 
villages, now a dreary and inhofpitable fplitude, 
and even fearches, but in v;»in, for cities and tem- 
ples and palaces, in the very fituation wh^te they 
jonce flood 1 

Babylon Is now falkn i Per/tpalis and Ecbatans 
•re no more l-^-and travellers have long difputed, 
but not been able to afcertain, the (ite of ancleHf 
Nineveh y that exceeding, great city' of three days 
journey / Few are the prtfent fignatures, in minor 
jifiaj and India, of Alexander's victorious arms ; 
few Sirt'theJfanJing memorials in Caul and Brit^ 
ain. to evioiCG^tliftt there was fuch a pcrfon as Ju^ 
lius Giefof \Nviio fubdued the one and invaded the 
<ttber / '■» 

But that there was. fuch a perfon as Jefus 
Chrirt, who lived, died, and .rofe again, and 
founded a fpiritual empire of religion, the pre- 
fent Itate of the republics and kingdoms in Eu- 
rope demon ilriites. The cuftoms and ufages, 
that obtain in every nation, necefiarily imply a 
caufe and rcafon, to which ihcy owe their origin, 
and fuppofe a date, from which they commenced- 
Religiou* inltitntions univerfally regarded ; reli^ 
gious iblciunities univerfally celebrated, lead the 
enquiring mind through paft ages to the period 
at which they began, to the perfon orperfons whoef- 
tabliflied them, and to the fources from which they 
flowed* All naiiunal ufages are public nionu- 
fiii.euts of fuwis, aud are ilaudixig proofs, thraw"^ 

T 
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dl fucceflivc tijjgcs/that the perfons, whofc men. 
ory they thus embalm, and the* events, wHofe im- 
portance they ^ thus record^ c»ice adually ex.* 
ifted, ^ 

We fee great numbers of vaft and populous 
kingdoms, all unanimoully agreed in baptifmg 
their crfFspring in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit ; in <;omm€morating the author 
afid fimfher of their faith by the oiemorials of 
bread and wine ; in worlhipping the deity through 
H mediator ; in appropriating the firft day of the 
week to religious worlhip, and in felemnizing the 
fHl^tthjity , deeith, refurre^ion and afcenjion of the 
author of their religion. How Jhall we account 
for inltitutioos and ufages thus univcrfally receiv- 
ed, and univerfally pradifed by all the various 
church ts,fe£ts and denominatiarts every where ex* 
ilting ? 1 hey were not inftitutcd-ip^die prefent 
age ; we can trace the facred ftream»'eyen beyond 
its fburce into ages, when no fuch cuftoms pre- 
vailed ; when there was no fuch religion aschrifti* 
anity, and when pagan idolatry and judaifm uni* 
verl'ally reigned. 

As certain, therefore, as the prefent ftatc of 
the jews ; their tenets ; their ceremonious ob- 
fervances ; their pecuhar cuftoms; their difper- 
Con into all the nations of the world, yet remain- 
ing a diflinct fcparate body through all the inri. 
nite changes and revohitions which afted: king- 
doms and communities, i^ an inconteftable proof, 
.that there was fuch a legiflator as Mofes ; fo 
certain is the conciulion from the ftated folcmn 
rites, vhich now univerfally obtain in all chriftian 
count#ies, that there once flouriftied fuch a law- 
giver as Jeius Chrift^ who founded that religioa 
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fo many nations have adopttd^ and who inflitu^ 
ted thofe folemnitief and cufioms\\y/& fee uriiv^JTr 
fally obferved by all who prof eis hisgofpel-* 

XVIII. The state of- religion among 

JEWS A>^D GEM TILES, WHEN CilRlST MADK 
HIS APPEARANCE. 

■■•'-* 

Profane as well asfacred hiftory informs us, 
that the age -in which chriltianity made its ap- 
pearance, was enormoufly impious^ profligate aad 
corrupt. The jews, at that ti^c, werie greiat hy-. 
pocrites« Such was the. tnies^iiipled oilentatioii* 
and hypocrify of their (fo^ors^ and rablnes, that 
they made public proclamation, by the found of a' 
trumpet, when they diftributed charity, an4 
would kneel at the cprjiers of ^j;owded ftreets, and 
there -perform their devc^ioq, withn«^ other view. 
but to attpaft the ey #«of the fuperflitious multitude^' 
and make themlelves adm^f ed aii^ applauded as, 
patterns of heavenlv-mindednefs. Their ulthnate 
objed, hi all their ai^s of religion, was to befeen 
of men, and to obtain the vain breath of pppular 
apptaufe. Fqr this purpqfe their great men- 
lengthened the fringes of their garments to an, 
enormous fize ; wore their, philaderies moft of- 
tentatioully broad ; paraded in the market and 
in all places of public concourfe in long flowing 
robes; regaling on the fumes of insenfe which fer- , 

f ■ ^ * / 

... ■ . V, 
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* See Jenkins's chriftianity, vol. I. p. 232, S:c* 
Grotios, p. 83, &c. Weekly mifcellany, vol. 1% 
p» .343, &:c. Stackh. hod* div.vol. I. p. 32, Sec* 
Doddridge's (e&ures, p. 251^ &c. And gentl^<> 
man's religion, p. 20, &c. . , 
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vile adulation offered, and fwelling with the- 
pom{A)lis titles with v^hich they were addreffekl.' 
The whole nation feems to have biSen inflated 
vfith/piritual pride » They facrificed every thing 
t*o fhow and piigeantry. *Thcy would deVour 
Ytridows houfes, deprive' the friendlefs widow 
and the deftitute orphan of their juft projierty, ^ 
and yet afliimc tlie moft mortified appearance ; 
disfigure their fac^s that they might appear to 
men to faft ; ufe affeftedly long prayers^ and/ 
through thfey would lioc hefitat* to infringe the 
ftrongeft moral obligations, juftice, judgnient, 
mercy and truth ; th^' would 6bferye, with the 
taod fc¥upul6us anc^ j>unftilIio»si: exa(^nefs> aU the 
little ceremonious forms aboiK the tithe %f mint, 
anife and ciimmin, and the ridiculous^ traditioriary* 
maxims of their rabinical anceftors. Every thing 
among them was vtflaT^' TRe high-priel^iiood 
was fet to^ fde.-' ' NotWwg Btlt * hypotifify and 
feif-intereft governed tScttiv •■' '-i -i*^ ■ 

A moft'hidcfous and horrid pifture prefents it- 
felf to our*'vieVi', when we furvey the ftate of the 
heathens at that time. It is impoffible to con- 
ceive human nature more degraded and debafed. 
The deities they worfhipped were monftery of 
cruelty, luft ^d drunkehnefs.* Their Jupiter 
is repr cfented as a compound 6f luft and luxury, 
omnipotence and 'revenge; to' be inftrgatfed by 
fury which nothing could placate, and by libidi- 
nous delires which nothing could fatiate.f Riot 

(<:^ <<») VOi <o> «<9t t^H v^ i^»» 

• ♦ Clem. Alex. p. 20, za/sj- Theophifus-ad" 
Aiitol.p.*fl6, ir8, and'i2'2» "' •■*'•" 

f Clem. Alex. p. 20. Theoph. ti Autal. p. 214-' 
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add revei in honor of bacchus were publicly coun* 
tenanced^ .Kow many infants. did the Carthagin- 
ians* facrifice to their implacable god Molock ! 
How many human viAims in times off public dan. 
ger, did they! immolate to appeafe the refentment 
of the offended Gods! And what was the moft 
deplorable confequence with regard to morals^ 
mankind^ as is natural/ imitated the objeds of 
their worfhip in what they efteemed their excel- 
lencies 1 They juflified the moft criminal and at- 
troc;ious excefles by the example of their Gods^. 
aind vindicated the practice of debauchery, luxu- 
ry, fraud, and intemperance,* by the lives aind 
adions of the eftablifhed objeds of theih adoration. 
They believed in the exiftence of many . co-ordi- 
nate deities. Tertullian- tells us their jupiters 
amounted to three bundred.Jj, The number of 
their inferior Gods was infinite. $ There were' 
deities, according Jo their vulgar eftimation, that* 
jprelided ov«r every diftinft nation^ every dUtinlJjt' 

«^^ -^1 <<>» v>» *«>»*<>»' tf>»*^>» 

* Plato. Politicus. vol. II. p. ^15. Minucius 
Felix, p. 311. Tertullian. cap. IX. p. 10. This 
horrid cuftom the Cart)iaginiai)s derived from, 
their anccftors the Phoenicians, of whom we* 
read that they made their children pafs through. 
the fire toMolock. See Levit* xviii. 21- Deut. 
xviii. 10. jerem. vii. 31. 

f Laftantius, lib. I. p. 94- See many affeding 
inftances of human facrifices collefted by Clem. 
Alexasdrinus, p. 27, and by Miriucius Felix, p. 

31^^ ^Uy 3M-' ''\ 

t Apol.x).j6. , S Clem. Alex. p. 17. \ 
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City, every inconfiderable town, every ^oirtj 
every river, every fouritaift.y \ 

Athens was full of ftatues, dedicated to rflflfefeftt 
deities. Rorhe^ from' p^laticil prirrclples, adopted 
all the Gods, whom all the varidu^ nations te- 
ipeftively worihipp'ed, arid thought to ^terni^e her 
empire by crowdihg all. the immorral p*6w*ers inta 
the capital. The^ ere&^d templ6s and fanes tfof 
all the*' fcjporis, dlfea/eSy fe^&f-y y^ffA &vUr W'ft fch in- 
ffeft human life.'* li)\e Eplckredn/y^-vtho.im^r: 
that the wo rid vv^s forto'ed by a taiual coni^oarft 
o*f atoms.; that th^ {;o\^^rhrfi'eht 6f thef worldf was 
infihirely Beneath fie dtgYiitj' of God^ arid that 
ferifual ple'afure was .mati*s chief gC)o'dy were the 
mo(i flonrjjhifig iidi, hadftllfe. greareftntvrtJbtr of 
fiohle and dignified^'^^^to^^fHy,ho ^f^cuftd if J 
aj "among' the. 7f^ui<5 the ^J^j^^ce^Sy. whofe diftin- 
guilfiing teiVi^ts wi^re^tliat'tftfe're'^^snoftfrure llat^ 
a'figei; W'^i^irft; but thaCthe'foiir pei'ifties wiilv 
the body, had by far the greateft number of the 
illufinous and ofUlent, who adopted this fyf- 
tem. 

\ Confiderable numbers, alfo, ofthe philofophers 
ana great' men ^mong the heathefis, about the 
time of the pi^blicatiori of the gofpel^ courted the 
gloom of fcepticifm ; profeffed to doubt of every 

*^^ «0» 'O* ^^^ vcs*^><^h t^» 

(I In the fields, Satyrs, and Pans ; * in the 
woods, Oreads. and Hamadryads ; in the waters, 
riter?, and ^'oiintains. Naiads ; and in the f(Ki, 
Nereidi?-* CJemt AlfxaJid.jj. ^{p.-^ ^ 

* Cicero de. Nat; ^^f^ft. LiBi'CJXXV. p. 
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thing • defniSff^hat there -was atiy Tuclr thing a^ 
eertaiHty attiirt^Wt frtnrJ'Ariy' rhoral reafonings,' 
smd-'ifiat- R'was'jfbASlafely impbflible to determintf 
on which fide, ht^'tfuth, for they did not pretenct 
to inveftioate and difcover truth, bnt even on 
which fiy 6 the grea^eft -f robahtlity 1 ay . Great num * 
bcrs made the notiori of an m'cr-ruling and par- 
ticular* providence the fubjeft of their ridicule, 
and defrfd^d the ommow 6f i future \ /fate ; and 
thoTe^ \vl>6 believed th-e immortality cSf the foul,* 
made its happinefs- coniift in gratificaticms arid, qii 
dulgences, infinitely unworthy a -rational ipumi 
In thefe times of error and depi*avity, 'W 
was alfo very cuftomar'y to J expofe children, ani 
to fuffer thofe who werej] maimed or illegiti- 
mate, to perilh with hunger on mountains and in 
forerts, or to be -devoured -*by hif-ds qt beajts oi 
prey. It is furprifing that Plato deems this* 
inhuman cuftomi projjcr and laipv'ful in particulil* 
cafes. Debauchery was the* predominant vice 
and fuicide was fafhionablev 

In all the paft ann-^.s of the world, iicv^r,' 
therefore, was there z j.lter fectfon f®r the divJnS 

* Min.' 'Felix, p'. 38. Giccro de Nat. Deor. 
Jib. III. §. 52, 33, 327. 

f Lucretii, lib. III. ; . * . 

% Minucius Felix, p. 151. JuHin Martyr. p« 
7 1 . A*thenag. p. 1 6 1 . 

I Dion. Halicar. p. 8t;. vol. I. 

4- Plato dc rcpub. lib. V. Tom- IL p. 4^1. 

* iice a faithful but horrid defcription t>f the 
drfjauchcry of that age in Clem^ Alcxand. p. 40, 
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interpofltion to reforjrn and rec}aipi|; i^ankiod ;> 
to recover xhem from, jli^ir polyihe^ui^ idolatry^ 
and widcyednefs, and to give them a pure aod per* 
fed fyftem of religion and morals*^ 

• • 
XJX. Christianity published in a learn- 

LD AND INQUISITIVE AG^ 

It was a providential. circumftance f or rthe ha- 
nor and credit of the cjiriftian religion^ • that the 

ac, in which it was promulgated^ was not bar* 
rpus and uncivilized. Had chrifiiamty been 
nurfed in times when the God of dulnefs and 
d^rknefs held univerfal empire ; when Gothic and 
yMndalwn ignorance reigned triumphant ; when 
erudition and learnings and a taile for knowledge 
and enquiry were held in univerfal difrepute and 
contempt, m future more enlightened zgcs, it might 
have been decried as a cunningly devifed fable 
and fidlon, that owed its origin and eftablifhment 
to nothing but the fabulous times in which it £rft 
maJe its appearance, and to the credulity of an 
ignorant group of kings, and priefts, and peo- 
]^e. 

But the Auguftan^ was the moft learned and 
polite age the world ever faw. The love of 
SiTX^ and fciences, imd literature^ was the. univcr- 
fal paflion. The many celebrated poets, hiltori-' 
ans, and philofophers, who then flourifhcd, had 



v^^ V^l *^^ '-^^ «^>^ V^. V^* '^^ 
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•.iSce Harwood's introduction, vol. I. p. ic8, 
&€•. Jenkins's chrii'Hanity, vol. !I. p. /\(^^ — 
Stackh. IjoJ. div. vol..!. p. 312^ &c. II. p. 703^. 
Laiighorn's fcrmons; vol. II. p. 20, &c* 
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difllifed an afmbition for mertfal improvWnefrt/ 
sHid circulated a talte for- luei^ture Aniobfr bH ^r- 
ders and clafles of men in all the provinces of- that 
vaft empire. They vied with each other, who 
could carry philofophy to the higHeft perfeAion, 
and cuhivate the powers of the buuian mind witlif 
in oft fuccefs. 

m 

Another happy circumftance was, that peace 
had now extended her olive branch ov^i*- the 
world; on which account, in the h»g reign of 
Augujtusy a literary intercommunity was eftabv.' 
lulled through all the provinces c^ his imrhenfe 
dominions?, and the moft favorable opportunity* 
afforded for the fuccefsful ftudy of phiiofopl^ 
and the idveitigation of troth. This happy djf-' 
tioguifhed aera of univerfal concord and peace, fa 
favprable tothe witf/t-f, faw. genius produce all its' 
itores ; the human mind-- difplay aHl- faer am- 
ple powers, and the nobiefir monumefnts • leP 
fame began and finiihsd^ that ever adofned ikl^ 
republic of letters^ And it is to the ev€rlaftina 
honor of chrlftiantty that it rofe, fioHrilhed, anv 
eflabliihed itfelf in this learned, inquiiltive, and 
diicerning age ; amidft that univerfal pafiion^ 
which then prevailed, for philofophy and know-' 
ledge/ land mude a moft rapid. and amamg pro^f 
greis through that immeinfe empire, to its re^' 
moceft limit9> at a timo' when thd world wa6 in') 
its moft civilized ftate, and in an a^e that waa 
more unlverfalty diftinguiihed for icience aiMl 
erudition than any other, prior ovfubfequent to 
it-* 



. \y 



♦ See Harwood's introduftio»y vol. I* 5* «fH ^ 
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XX* Great numbers of . leaIIned and tL« 

JLU5TJt|i>U8 MENi -fiilBRACEJD CHRISTIANI-. 

TX\ ■■■■■.■. 

That in the firft ages, in which chriftianity 
was publiihed, fucb numbers of eminent and 
learned perfons embraced it, is a ftrong collateral 
evidence of its credibility and truth. Greece and 
Italy were then the feats of learning and fcience, 
sMid a love of literature and philofophy was ht^ 
i^omt generally faihioriable. Notwithftanding this 
rfiign'mg pafiion, chrijiianity made an aitonifhing 
progrefs in thefe lecirired and civilized countries, 
and in a few years. eftabliihed itfelf in all the cap- 
ital cities and towns fo celebrated for the ftudy 
of wifdom, and the improvement of the polite 
arts., j^ntiochy Theffiilontca, Corinth y Athens y faw 
chrijiiamty flouriij^g among all the /eds and 
fyftejus of their rejppwned philofophy. . Nor could 
imperial Rome, the feaji, and center of umverfal 
flooharchy and univerfallearning, exclude it* It 
formed itfelf in her bofom, and penetrated intO' 
the very palace of the emferon 

Nor can it be faid that it was only the un- 
taught vulgar, and the credulous fuperftitious 
multitude, wh(^ catight and fpread the contagion i 
for fome of the moS eminent perfons, diilinguiifa- 
cd fpr their rank both in the/i'aSe and in the rC' 
public ^ letters y were convinced by its evidences, 
and pubhcly embraced it ; though by embracing 

&€• Laws theory of religion, p. ici6- Bei\fon'« 
chrillianity, vol. I. p. 237, &c. Dcifm revealrf; 
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it they vf ere confcious they fhould inciir the cen-- 
fures and reproaches lof the world ; be deemed 
to have fixed an indelible -ftain uppn the-luftre of 
-the'u' birth^ and the fplendor of their families arid 
ftations,^and forfeit many worldly privileres and 
emoluments. No doubt perfons of their l^aci ty, 
penetration ^nd difcernmcht, would e:fcplore th* 
evidences of this novel religion with the greateft 
acutenefs and prediion^ prejudiced in its disfavor^ 
as it had all external appearances, from the igno- 
minious exit of its author, and the poverty ^d 
wretchednefs of its preachers, to rivet their pre- 
judices* But great is the force of truth in what- 
ever garb it attires itfelf !. Upon every virtuous 
and well difpofed mind it hi»th power irreiiftsi 
tie I 

■ ■*#'.•. 

It is to the ererlafting honor and credit of -the 
goipel, that it can name among the lift of its ear- 
ly converts, fuch men as Sergius Pauluf, proconful 
of €yfrus; Dknjif us z -memher of t)^t fsn^te of 
Areopagus ; Erajtus, treafurer of Corinth, and 
even the emperor^s domeftics. And in Judea, 
the facred hiftorians inform us, that great num- 
bers of the mo(b eminent and illudrious of that 
nation, believed Jefus to be a divine meffctiger, 
though they did *not choofe publicly to avow their 
belief; that an iHuftrious member of thejewifh 
Sanhedrim was not only convinced himfelf, bilt 
endeavoured to convince others, and that many of 
th^ jewifh prieithood aflented to the truth of 
cbriftianity* 

The conduft of thefe IHuftrious perfons, who, 
by thejr emfhent ftation and learned education, 
were m the hdk manner qualified to judge' of its 
evldei^ces^and who profeiled their full cownv^voc^ 
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«f its (roth, when it had not the fanSlcm of any 
tivil . authority to eftaUifh it, nor any allurements 
tif rk'hes and povs er to tecomniend it ; nor any 
thing. to oi&r them, ':but .pixblic dUboiior an(} dif- 
igrace, reRc&s an vernal luflre both upon their 
^araders.who efpoufed k,. and upon the creden- 
tials which fiipported it. ■ ' 

^r la iproce/j. of Mote greeft; numbers, of the moft 
diftinguiihed rank and eminence for their dignity 
and abilities, notwitbitanding they had been edu- 
icated in other religions ; notwithftanding the in* 
veieratc prejudices .they iiad oj-uce conceived 
againft the cbriftian religion ; notwithflanding 
the fjarriHce they w,erexihliged tojnake.at its.akar, 
of all their former fenfual gratifications and ia- 
dulgences, and notwithftanding the immediate 
fcwftdturfcixrf the-aifeftions of their friends and 
families,: and the. infamy and .reproach they incur- 
Ired, yet^ to their -immvrtdl iicmor, being open to 
iconvi«aion, and Qvdrjeome:by:rha power of truth, 
J-elinquilhed their former erroneous fyftems ; de- 
^ierte4 the national fuperftition ; difpellcd their 
former prejudices ; tore themfelves from the 
jde^ifiircs and profits of jthe world, and in every 
(Loiintry. eijibraced chrlftianity^^nd were after- 
'ivurffs VfOKh in. refpei^ of learning and virtue, its 
diitioguiilivd omauient and glory* 

. Many uf the ancient t^pohgifls were perfons of 
fciciKC, and well acquainted with the htcithen wn- 
tors, r.i.'l the hcjihcn philofoj;hy. The account 
they ^ivc of thenifelvcs is,* that they \Nerc 

* • 

* Juftin Martyr was once a platonic pj'ulofo- 
pher* Apoloy II- p> 30. .7V//i^m.iU'his^addreiJi to 
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brought up in the belief tf that religion whicli 
•was tranfinitted to them by their anceftorn ; that 
they had entertained the ftrongeft prejiidkes in 
favor of paganifni and the princi^eson iHbjchthis 
fyfteni was erefted ; that being educated in the 
fchools of philofophy and in early life imbued with 
the love of truth and inquiry, being habituated 
to this exercife, they had carefully canvafled and 
examined the nature, do£farine, and tendency ai 
the gofpel ; and upon fuch deliberate and impar- 
tial examination, were firmly perfuaded it was a 
divine revelation* 

yuflin Martyr y whofe paflion for truth was 
boundlefs, and who had carefully examined all 
the various opinions and principles of all the feds 
of philofophy, upon a diligent invefti^atbo of the 
evidences and excellence of the goipel, received 
the fulleft conviction of its divine authority, and 
in a flood of tranfport exclaimed : This^have 1 found 
to be the only true and ufeful philofophy / 



*^» «<>»«^» *^> »^i 1*^ "^t 



the Greeks tells them, ** That he had travelled 
through many countries ; had been an admirer of 
the Greek philofophy ; had ftudied the arts and 
fciences, and lived in Rome ; but that now he had 
bidden an everlafting farewell to the oftentatiou 
of the Romans^ and to the frigid and viQoiiary re- 
veries of the Athenians, and embraced that form 
of philofophy chey affe&ed fo much to defpife*^' 
Tatiani Oratioad Graecos, p* 123 ; and at p. i42t 
he fays, that he was firft inftruded in the Pagan 
religioA, but aftervtards in that do^lne he now 
pubTicly profefled* 
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jMenagoraJty -an Atheman phSofepher^ bad e»* 
tf rtakied ib unfavorable an opinion of the chriftik 
an religion^ that he was determiiied. to wrtie m^ 

);ainft it ; but upon an intimate inquiry into, the 
affs on which it was fupported, in the couxie dF 
b}6 colleding materials for bis intended public»ti« 
on^he was convinced by the.bla;&e of evideRce ia 
its favor, and turned his dedgned inve^ive inta 
an elaborate ;q>ology«* 

Amabtus, a man of great learning and excellent 
judgment, who embratcd chrilUanity in the reiga 
of Dioclejian, fpeaking of the amazing rapidity 
with AVhich the cliriftian religion fpread ' its-iri- 
DOiphs in the world, obferves. That ** perfons of 
the iiril abilities and learnings orators, profeflert 
of the belles lettr^s, rhetoricians, lawyers, phy- 
ficians, who had penetrated all the fecret recrf- 
ies of philofophy, defpiling the principles in which 
they had once confided, took up their left in the 
philofophy of Je/us.'^j- 

Undoubtedly perfons of their erudition and dif- 
cernmcnt, would have been able to have de^ei^ed 
and cx])ofed any errors in its original fafts and 
evidences, were it poffible any fwch coiild have 
been difcovered ; and .j>erfons of their integrity 
- and probity, would have difcarded it with horror 

f 

* See Dr. Z/^r^wfr'j credibility of the gofpel 
hiflory- Part 2d, vol. I. p. 401. Article /^fc- 
prgcras, 

f ^:^«5^ii^jr advcrfus Gcntes. lib. II.'p. 4|^. It 
jr? ?lf • to the hor.or of chriicianity that fo fine ? 
gvnius as minucius Felix profelTed and defended t* 



Q0i cofttenipfry if ufipn bringing its cretientHds Vir 
the teft of truth and hiftory, it fhould ta»'e ap- 
pcared to them to have been fu]^>orted on 
nothing better than credulity and enthufiafm ,\.and 
upon fcrutinteing iind fifting its nature and ftory, 
it ihould have evinced itfelf CO be nothing but a. 
cunningly devi/ed fable ^ invented by- an artful im* 
poitor. in the wilds of Judeniy and propagated in 
the world by a company of deluded enthufiafts ! 
But chriftianity^ approving itfelf to thefe eminenT 

Shilofophers in thofe ancient (imes, as it hatl^ 
one. in modern days, to the Bac ons, th e jovles> 
tlie Lockes, the Me>;CTons;~tfite StfrddnsTtSelfaii 
crals, the Addifons, ^LnirHany others diftinguiibed 
for genius andlearhihg, to be the caufc of (3p(L 
atad the wifdom of God, is a public monqmentj^ 
^ttchrifftantty will bear the^/?z;er<j^ fcrutiny ^ that^ 
ifisfoufided on truth, and that the more acau 
rately it is viewed, in every light, iri- which learn- 
ing and ^irihius can viev^ it, the more (ii*oiig and 
ftrikin'g. wiU the' fo^ce of all its united evidences . 
i^pear !♦ 

XjiCl. Ta£ RAPID PROPAGATION OF THE G0&. 

PEL. 

. Tat rapid and aftoniihing progrefs ithat chrtfi* 
fim$ky made in the world, m a very few year» 
aiixr its publication) is an iireff agaUe argaiiien« 
of its diykie authority ^^mA trutk. According lo 
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* See lives of the fathersj^ vol- II. p. 6a8.-7- 
Addifon's evidences, § HI, IV, V. Stackh. bod. 
dij^ol. I. p. 27» Har wood's lotroduftion, voL 
1* p. 86, &c. Gentleman's religion, p. 22* And 
Bp. Watfoa's ajpotogy, pw 6i, 62^ 87* 
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Ac common courfc of things, how incredible Wai 
it, that the religion taught by an ahfcure perfon, 
in an ohfcure ftation, in an oh/cure country, (hould, 
in {ojhort a time, have fo univerfal a difFuikm, 
and penetrate to the utmoft boundaries of the 
Roman empire ! According to all prefent appear, 
ances, how romantic and vifionary would the 
affertion oiz private jew feem to zphilofopher, who 
fhould declare, that the principles of the fed he 
had founded, Jhould be preached to every creature 
under heaven / 

"^ Th»f a few^ filhermei^ from a country that wat 
defpicable to a proverb, without learning, and 
withdut intereft, fhould penetrate into the heart 
of fo many Various nations ; fhould eftabliih their 
tenets in the bofom of the largeft cities, and gain 
converts to their principles in the courts of fo- 
vereigns and princes, is a truth not to be account- 
ed for on any principle but that of a (ignal dtvinc 
interpofition in Aeir favor ! Many iUuflirious 
miracles, undoubtedly, they performed ; but the 
amazing propagation of religion by fuch inftru* 
ments, was the grcatefl of miracles that ever was 
efFeded ! Jewijh and Pagan fuperftition were con- 
federated to cruJh their caufe in its birth ; the ax 
of the civil magtftratey abetted by the hierarchy, 
was every where uplifted againft them \ the pop- 
ulace, inviolably attached to the national wodhip, 
flood, armed with all their colleAed force and 
fury to extirpate chriftianity from the world ; 
but notwithftanding all this oppodtion ; though 
it was every where fpoken-againft, yet hundreds 
and thoufands were converted by a* fermon^ 
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* There were added, the fame day, about 3000 
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and this dej^tfed religion, prc^agated by foch def* 
fifed inftruments, flew from one country to ano»> 
ther, throughout the whole extent of the Roman 
dominions^ with the rapidity almofl: with whicb 
lightning darts throngh all the intervening fpace^ 
from one extremity of heaven to another !* 

How few and inconfiderabl^ were the number 
of converts whom SocrMtcSy Piato, Cicero, of 
Seneca made ! Their tenets were circumfcribcd 
within the narrov/ circle of their difciples, their 
feleft friends, and a few diftinguifhed geniufes 
of refined tafte, (j>f great leifure, and poflefled of 
a turn of mind congenial to philofophic inquiry^ 
and metaphyfical fpeculation* What influenoft' 
had the tenets of thefe eminent fages upon, tbt 
bulk of mankind ? A fingle city, a town, a village, 
they never brought over to their difldnguiihmg 
principles, nor engaged them to live conformabljr 
to their doftrine. 

Notwithftanding the Ihining treafures of know* 
fcdge and erudition they pofleffed ; notwithftand- 
ing all the powers of eloquence with which they 
adorned and enforced their principles, and not> 
withftanding all the intereft and influence they 
enjoyed, both from the fuperiority of their xjwn 
perfonal authority and dignity in the ftate, and 

fouls! Afts li. 41. The previous cau/es which 
contributed to bring into the church this immenfe 
harveft of converts in one day, fee excellently re— 
pre^nted by Dr. Leland in his remarks on chrijii* 
J#ftfy not founded on arguments Letter !!• p» %%• 
^ * Matt. xxiv. 27. 
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from the countenance of the moft illoftnoiis ix%A 
VDwerfuI men who lived in the age in which they, 
loorifhed; yet vfh^t flight and partial effeds did 
•11 dieir nnited learning and eloquence in*oduce 
among men ! How far were the}'^ from promoting 
any general reformation in the world!* 

How far from deriving any confiderable bene- 
fit upon the minds^ tempers^ and morals of the 
multitude / How flow alfo were thefc feveral 
ficcks of philofophy in their prcgrefs ; far from 
meeting with any confiderahh reception in the 
age« in which they were puhlifhedy and migrating 

fm country to country with tordy ftepa^ 
ning only admirers among the philofophic 

But the religion of 7^/, like the city Rome^ 
from the loweji beginning, very foon increafed 
.to an imnicnfe magnitude y'^nA the fame age^ which 
faw it confined in the narrow limits of the fmalleft 
province, faw it fill the whole amplitude of the 
Xoman territories ! The apoftles and their fello\^ 
laborers, if/ord' their deceafe ; and it oughtf to be 
remembered, to have a proper idea of the afton- 
ilhing velocity with which chriftianity advanced^ 
that tew of its firft publifhers died a tiatoral death ; 
eftabliihed focicties of chrijiians in Judea, Sama* 
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* Zrw'), Plato f Socrates, and miny others en- 
deavored to introduce a new coiirfe of life, but 
in vain ;^ whereas Jefus Chrifl not only taught, 
but fettled a new polity, or'way of living ovgr^l 
the world. Jir • J^rdner ex Chryfoft* volVrC^ 
Credibility ^ofpel hiftory, p. 367. ^4, 
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rtdy Crete, Cyprus, Italy ^ Greece, Macedonia^ 
Minor Afia, Pcntus, Galatsa, Capadocia ; in thf ' 
cities, Cafarea, Rome, Athens, Corinth, Theffaloni* 
ca, Philippi, Antioch, Kphefus, and in many other 
regions, tawns, and cities* 

In all this immenfe traft of country, whick 
they travelled, they every where declared that 
the perfon, whofe religion they taught, had been 
defpifed by his own country-men and crucified by 
the Romans ! And what is more even th^in this, 
their preaching a religion, and meeting with won- 
derful y«cc^> in preaching it, that was contrary to 
the pleafures and paflions of mankind ; that \xk» 
difpenfably required from its profcflbrs, tempe- 
rance, felf-denial, an inviolable purity and fandH- 
ty of manners, and was diametrically repugnant 
to the prevailing principles and maxims ef thofe 
times ! 

It is wonderful, beyond all example,that a few 
illiterate Galileans^ ifluing from an obfcure cor- 
ner of a diftant Roman province, unlearned and 
unfupported, ihould, in a few years, overturn the 
two greateft ettablifhments which ever were ercft- 
cd in the world, and triumph ever all the con- 
federated powers of thofe nations, which aflb- 
ciaied to oppofe them ! 

V 

Such an aftonifliinpr and fudden revolution in 
tlii* religious and moral Itate of the world, pro* 
duced by fuch agents, could be eifedled by noth- 
ing lefs than a molt fignal interpofition of God, 
endyj|ig thtfe his meiiengers with fupernatural 
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p6wf rs^ and vifibly fupporting them in the catijb 
ki which they were engaged !* 

XXIL Th£ gospel history genuine. 

We have, at Icaft, as good reafon to beliere 
that the evangeliiis have given us as a true hifto- 
ry of the life and tranfactions of Jesus, as we 
have to believe that Xenophon and Plato have giv- 
en us a faithful and juft narrative of the charader 
and dodlrijies of Socrates. The facred writers 
were, in every refped, qualified to give a real 
circumftantial detail of the life and rdigion of the 
perlbn whole mcaioirs they have tranfmiited to 
us. They were the fele(5t companions and fa- 
miliar friends of Cbrift. They had free and lib- 
eral accefs to him- They attended his public 
difcourfes, and, in his moments of retirement, he 
unbofomed his w hole foul to them without dif- 
guile. They were daily wiinefles of his (incerity 
and goodnefs of hear r. They were' fpedators 
of the amazing operations he performed, and of 
the filent unoltentatious manner in which he per- 
formed them. In private, he explained to them 
the doftrines of his religion, in the nioft familiar 
endearing converie, and gradually initiated them 

* See Tertullian's apology, chap. XXXVII* 
Eufeb.' i»cclef. hift. p. 20, 21. Ficury^s ecclef* 
hill. vol. I. p. 222, 272, 423. Jenkins's chrifti- 
anity, vol. I. p. 113, &c. Benfon's cbriftiaQityi 
vol. I. p. 98, &c. Doddridge's ledhires, p* 320^ 
&c. Newton on the prophefies, vol. I. p4i40j^ 
410. Lard. crcd. vol. X. p, 182, 366 i /bid 
Harwood's introduftion, vol. I. p. 80^ &c« ^^ 
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into the principles of his gofpel, as their jevAfk 
prejudices admitted. Some of thcfe writers wcr« 
his infeparable attendants, from the commence* 
ment of his public miniftry to his death, and could 
give the worid as true and faithful a narrative 
of his charaftcr and inftrudlions, as Xenofhon wa^ 
enabled to publlfh of the life and philofophy of 
Socrates* 

No writers have enjoyed more propitious, few 
have ever enjoyed fucli favorable opportunities^ 
for publiJhinfl; juft accounts of perfons and thingi'^ 
as the evangclifts. Mod of the Greek and Ro- 
man hiilorians lived long after the perfon* they 
immortalize, and the events they record. The 
facred writers commemorate adions they faw ; 
difcourfes they heard ; pcrfecutions they fupport- 
ed ; defcribe chara&ers with which they were 
familiarly converfant, and tranfadions and fcenes 
in which they themfclves were intimately inter- - 
efted. 

The pagos of their hiftory are imprcffed with^ 
every feature of credibihty. An artlefs fimplici-' 
ty charafterifes all their writings. Nothing can 
be farther from vain oftentation and popular ap» 
plaufe. No ftudied arts appear to drefs up a 
cunningly devifed fable / No vain declamation 
b manifeft after any miracle of our Saviour they 
relate ! They record thcfe aftonifhing operations 
with the fame difpafiionate coolnefs, as if th^ 
bad been common tranfaftions. They give us a 
plain unadorned narration of thefe amazing ads 
of fupf matual power ; faying nothing prcviouf- 
ly^ raife our expedation, nor after their per- 
formance, do they break forth into any exdama- 
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tfon^ bin leave the readef to draw tbe cois 
du{ion« 

The writers of thefe books are diftiAguiflied 
above all the authors who ever wrote accounts 
of perfons and things, for their fincerity and in- 
tegrity. Enthulialls and impoftors never pro- 
claim to the world the weaknefs of their under- 
ftanding, and the dcfefts of their cmradter. The 
c^angemh honeftly acquaint the readeF' with the 
lownefsof their flation ; the indigence of their 
. -cAreumtanc c s * the inveteracy of their national 
prejudices ; their dulnefs of appreheriffon ;' their 
weaknefs of faith ; their ambitious views^ and 
the warm contentions they agitated among 
themfelves. They even tell us how they bafelf 
deferted their mafter^ by a ihameful. precipitate 
flight, when he was feized by his enemies* A 
faithful piAure this, held up to the reader, to 
contemjdate the true features of the writer's 
aiind.l 

-V 

.Such men were as far from being deceived 
themfelves, as they were incapable m impoflnj^ 
a falfliood upon others. The lacred regard they 
had for truth appears in every thing they relate. 
They mentbn, with many afFefting circumftances, 
the ohf!inate unreafonable incredulity of one of 
their aflbciates, not convinced but by ocular and 
feiifible demonftration. They might have cw- 
ceakd from the world their own ftults and fol- 
lies ; or, if they had chofen to mention them, 
Jiiight have alledged plaufiUe reafons t{>foften and 
extenuate them. But they related, without dif- 

Jruife, events and fafts juft as they happened, and 
eft them to fpeak their own language. To nc- . 
j^^, therefore^ a hiilory thus chrcumuanced^ 9m\ 
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impeach the veracity of , writers furnifticd with 
thcfe qualifications for giving the jufteft accounts 
©f perlonal chaiSafters and tranfaftions, which they 
enjoyed the bed opportunities for accurately ob- 
ferving and knowings is an affront offered to the 
reafoin and underftandins of mankind ; a foledfui 
againii the laws of truth and biftory, and which 
would^ with equal reafon^ lead men to diibelieve 
every thing related in Herodotus^ ThucydideSy Du 
adorus SicuIhs, Uvy and Tacitus ; to confound aU 
hiftory with fable and fidion ; truth with fallhood, 
and veracity with impofture, and^ indeed^ not to 
credit any tnin^ how well focver attefted ; that 
there have been fuch kings as the Stuarts, or that 
there arc even fuch places as Paris and Romt^ 
becaufe we are not indulged with ocular conviction 
irfthemi* 

* It is acknowledged by Mr. Hobbs, "that 
the writings of the new teftaraent are as ancient 
as the times of the apoftles, and that they were 
wriuen by perfons who lived in thofe times, fome 
of whoiti faw tjie things which they relate.^' Le- 
viath. p. 204. 

*' It Js out of difpute, fays Lord Bolingbroke, 
that we have in our hands the gofpels of Mat- 
thew and John, who gave themfelves out for eye 
and ear-witneffesof all that Chrifi did and taught.*' 
This writer confelTes, that ^* twQ.channels were 
as fufficieiit as four, to convey tliofe doftrines to 
the world, and to preferve them in thtvt^ anginal 
purity > That the manner in which thcfe evan- 
geliftl recorded thcin, was w!*c/; better adapted to 
t^H purpAffe, than that of Plato, or even of Xen- 
ophon, to preferve the do^ripes of Socrate^*^ 
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*' No hiftories, fays Mr. Bryant, have been 
tranfmitted with fuch mconteftaUe marks of truth 
as the evangelical writings* There is nothing 
in them fuperiicial, and unneceflary* On the 
contrary, they are fraught with intelligence^ and 
• matter of great moment, and abound with mf" 
doniy ivhich maketb wl/h toJalvMtion* They arc 
artlefs in their compofition^ and concife ; yet are 
attended with a degree of convidtion, fuch as no 
art can afford* It was the ariftotelian opinion, 
that the rudefl block of marble contains in it a 
latent ftatue ; and within that other figures, 
which want only a little art and induftry to bring 
them forth to day- - Analogous to this notion, 
the facred writings abound with hidden truths, 
enveloped in the fame matter, which due care 
and attention will readily difclofe* They may be 
looked upon as containing the richcft mine, that 
ever exiftcd ; a mine abounding with precious 
ore, which no labor can exhaufl. They are 

The evangelifls, it is added, did not content them- 
felves witn gw'wg 2l generai account of the doc- 
trines of Jcfus Chriil in their own w ords j nor 
^rcfwxney'iw feigned dwloguesy to make him deliv- 
er their opinions \\y his- own name. They re- 
corded his do(^rines in the very words he taught 
them ; and they were careful to mention the fe- 
veral occafions on which he delivered them t« 
his diiViples or others. If, therefore, Plato and 
Xenoj. ^i\ tell us with a good i^egree of certainty 
what Socrates taught, the two evangelifts feciu 
to tell us with muLwmore certainty, v^hat tHb Sa- 
viour langht and commanded them to teach.'V^ 
Wttrks^ vol. IV. p. 390, 
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written with the utmbft impartiality ; the great 
purpofe of the writers being only to tranfinit a 
true diarader of their matter, and an account of 
his gofpeU The fpirit of truth breathes in eve- 
ry hne of this facred hiftory ; and every line af- 
fords matter of edification to the (incere and in- 
tellig^nt inquirer**' * 

^' If we condder the/ad^s, fays Bifhop Gibfon, 
contained in the gofpel hiftory, and the tendency 
of them, we fhall perceive they are fuch as mili- 
tated againft the religion, both of jews and gen. 
tiles^ and, therefore, could not have efcaped the 
Jiriheft fcruiiny* As there were confiderable 
numbers who afterwards undertook to attaft and 
publiih thefe fads, it is incredible, if they had not 
been true, that not one of them fhould have been 
prevailed upon, either through hope or fear, to 
have difcovered the impofture ; and next to an 
hnpoflibility to fuppofe, that ^// of them fhould 
have fubmitted to thefevereft tryals, and many of 
them, even ro death itfelf^ in its moft terrific form, 
rather than ^(?«ry thefe truths."f 

'* THEhiftorical part of the new teftament,fay9 
Doflor Beattie, was written by men, who were 
eye-witneffes of many of the fadts they relate, and 
had the reft from the authentic information of eye- 
wituefles. Thofe men either did not B£LI£VE 
what they wrote, or did B£LI£V£ it. 

If they did not believe what they wrote, they 
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* Bryant on the truth of the chriftian religi- 
on^ p- 128; &:e^ 
. f Biihop Gibfon's III. pafloral letter, ^« ^ V r 
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were impoftors^ and wanted to deceive the worlds 
But men never fbrm a plan of that nature^ unleCi 
^ith a view to gain fome end; that is, to obtain 
fame good, real or imaginary.. For it is incon- 
ceivable, that a rational being, ihould give him^ 
felf the trouble to invent an impofture, and fup- 
port it through life; a work ojf great difficulty, 
and, in a cafe like that before us, of the greateft 
danger, to draw down niifchief upon himfeif ; 
and It is not more probable, that he fllould do this 
by chance, and without any purpofe or intentiont 

Certain it is, that \vhen their Lord left them, 
they could no longer expeft to. advance their tem- 
poral intereft, by adhering to his caufe* On the 
contrary, they were told from the firft, and, after 
his deadi, they knew and believed, that perfecu- 
tion and martyrdom would be their lot hi this 
world ; and as their jewiih education muft have 
taught them that God isjuft and holy, they, 
knowing themfelves to be deceivers^ could enter- 
tain no hope with refpeft to the next. And this 
mufl: equally have been the ftate of their mind, 
whether with the Pharifees they believed a fu- 
ture life, or with the Sadduces denied it. Cer- 
tainly the aflured profpeft of perfecution here, 
with no hope of reward, or with the apprehenfion 
of punifliment, hereafter, can never be the mo- 
tive that tempts men to fallify I Prcfent gain 
might tempt the covetous; prefent power the 
ambitious, or prefent pleafure the fenfual • and a 
ddufive hope of future pleaftire or power might 
tempt the enthufiaft. But, where none of thcfc 
temptations exiiied ; and with refpeft to the a- 
poftlcs, it is certain, that none of rhem did or 
could exift ; what was there in nature, or in ibc 
human imagination, that could induce them, ia , 
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liippQrt of a faUhood/to encounter a life of pam 
and poverty, perfecution and repreach ! Ail the 
impoftors who ever appeared; on earth, aimed at 
the acqindtion of temporal advantitges, of .plea« 
ibre, wealth, or power f and indeed it is hard to 
conceive, what other motives could induce a ra« 
donal being/to becon^ an impoftor- Bat with 
thefe allurements in view, we too often find 
that men can harden themfelves, for a time, at 
leaft, againft the terrors of a life to come**" 

XKIiL ThiI books 6r th£ new testament 

HAV£ NOT Bft£N CORRUPTED* 

When thefe books were firft pobli{hed, it is 
satural to conclude, that the chrifti^ns would en- 
tertain the fai^heft efleem and reverence for writ- 
ings which delivered an authentic hi&ory of the 
life and doArines of J^rfus, and for i^cords which 
contyned a divine revelation*. \Evbry ohe would 
be defirotts of poflefling fud) an invaluable trea- 
fure^and ef tran£cribing it 'with the greateft accu- 



* Beatrices evidences, p. '55—* 55. The whole^ 
lid* chapter of this excettenc treatife, is devoted 
ro this importpit fiiqeft, die truth of the go/pel 
hiftbry : And on rbisi topic, fee Du Pin's canoa, 
vinl-/. <:hdp. 1. ^ VJ. Dtxi'dridge's lectures, p. 
286, &c. Grotius, p. 142, &:c. Addifon's evi- 
dences, § VI» Jenkins's ,chri(lianity, vol. l.p. 
278, &c. Weekly mifcellany, vol. I. p. 353, &c. 
Stacich. hod. div. vol. l.p. J9. Benfoh's chrifti- 
anity, vol. I. p. 116, &c. Leland'^s view of de- 
iitical writers, vol. I. p. 452, &c. and Knox-'s dif* 
courfes, vol* I. p. 84, &c. 
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-racy ^nA utmoft fidelity-. Copies of thcfc books 
would foon be miiltiplied without number ; uni« 
verfally dilleminated in the whole extent of the 
chriftiaii worlds and appear in as many tranflations 
as there were languages fpoken by its prGfefibrs. 
So that it would very foon be rendered abfolute- 
ly impoffible that thefe books (hould be corrupted 
and adulterated in any one important palfage^ or 
even in any one important word or phrafe. For 
thefe facred records being univerfally regarded as 
the fupreinc ftandard of truth, and the criterion 
of all religious opinions, it would be impbilible 
that any man, or body of men, fliould corrupt 
nnd falfify them in any fundamental article ; 
fhould introduce into them even a fingle expref" 
JiQn to favor their peculiar dodrines,orerafe from 
them any fentence, without being deteAed by 
thoufands* A book, juftly eftecmcd fd venera- 
ble and facred, hy. ei^ery indwidual oi Such an /w- 
menfe body as the chrifiians foon formed, was, leaft 
of all, obnoxious to frauds, and to be tampered 
with by the rafli and profane hand of fe^ and. 
fyfteni,-to ferve a caufe. It could not be, at any 
time, that the fmalleO additions (hould be madfj 
cr the fmalleft v: ords fupprej/id, without being 
difcovered.' For to thefe books men were con- 
tinually appealing ; thefe books all chriftians were' 
continually peruung and confulting ; thefe books 
u]\ focicties publicly read and privately regarded as 
the fopremc infallible rule of faith and do^tri^e* • 

•C>% »^> «^) «^^ «^» v^^ *^><^» 

* See this argument well reprefented by Dr. 
Benfon, in his reafhnablenefs of the chrijiian rcU)pQnp 

vol. 1. p. 122-— 130. 
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Uponthe firft promulgatjonoT chrifttaoity, there 
feon aroTe various /^^j, wibo f^oied Aoinfelves 
bna dScrtnt^/btietiefy'xmder their refpedive lea. 
detBf wfakh 4llW€3rs reganded eaeh other with a 
jealous eye. Thek feveral parties watched over 
the fcripturesy to which they all mutually appeal* 
ed, with an t^fmr^sifAisf^A vigilaiice and penetra- 
tion^ which not the leaft alteration in them could 
poffibty hzv^ efbaped. Tiiefe rel^xnis ^dilputes 
and coHtefts, have proved an happy means of pre<* 
fcrv^ng the fcriptares m their original purity, in* 
corrupt and unadulterated ; for' it is impoilible 
that in any one age^tiieaaAd^chriftian world could 
have combined to new-model and adjuft tbefe 
bodes to cheir fentiments, becaufe there never 
was an age in which all the chriftians were unan- 
imoi^y a^eed in the fame fyftem of doftrine and' 
articles of belief* Different opinions have always 

Sevailedy and ever will prevail^ and every dif- 
rent denomination hath ftudied^ and will fox*-' 
cv«r ftudy^ to juftify its mode of faith by the 
common wpreme ftandard of fcriptural infidlibil- 
ity« 

The citations made from thefe writings, in alt 
the religious books which have been cbmpofed 
by different men in different centuries <k the 
church, from xhtfirfi ag^s of chriftianity through 
all the intermediate times to the prefent period, 
perfe^y agree and hairmonize with the facred 
original in Qur hands, aild are an inconteftable 
proof that this divine volume hath been tranfmit- 
ted to us in its primitive purity and oHgiaal in- 
tegrity.^ The citations from the new teftament, 
in the writings of the primitive chriftians in the 
firfi centuries are fo numerous, that from the va- 
rious fcattered paffages in their books, if cqI« 

X 2 
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leftcd, there would be formed alm'oft the whole 
l*dy of the go/pelf and epiftles ; which drcuxn- 
ftance clearly denionftrates, hoW pure and fincerc 
thefe facred monuments have always been pre- 
fervcd-* 

«tf* «^» V^» *«»«*» «*1 •€»» «^» 

* The following are among the ecclefiaftical 
authors of the chriftian church, of the three filril 
centuries, who, in their writings, refer to the 
books of the new tefiament* 

Barnabas^ cotemporary with the apoftles, and 
who is mentioned^ Afts iv- 36. xi. 22- xiii. i. i Cor. 
ix. 6- He wrote a general epiftle in Greek. 
■ Clemens Romanus, mentioned Phil. iv. 3. He 
wrote an epiille to the Corinthians about the year 
96. 

• Hermas, alluded to, Rom. xvi. 14. He wrote, 
it is faid, the book, entitled. The Paftor* 

Ignatius, bifhop of Antioch, who fufFered mar- 
tyrdom in 116. He wrote feveral epifUes. 

Polycarpy bifhop of Smyrna, who, probably, 
v/as alluded to, Rev. ii. 8, under the appellation 
of ^^ The angel of the church . of Smyrna ;'' and 
was martyred in 169. He was the author of fe- 
vera! epiftles. 

• PapiaSy who died about 115; he was a compa- 
nion of the ajjoftle John, and wrote five books, 
entitled an- explication of the oracles of our Lord* 

Ji'Jiin Martyr, who wrote two apologies, and 
liis dialogue with Trypho the jew ; he fufiered 
death about 163. 

. Dlonyfius, of Corinth, who fiouriflied in 170; 
be wrote feven epiftles- . - ^ 

Tutian^ who lived in 170. He wrote an bar- 



^ 
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monyof the four gdfpels ; and^ alfo^ aa elegant; 
oration againft the greeks. 

Hege/ippus, a jewi& convert, who wrote the. 
hiftory of the chrjftiaa church, in 170. 
^.Melito, bifliopof* Sardis; in 170, he wroteran* 
apology to Marcus Antonius, and ^ noany others 
books ; andy in particular^ a cOmmencary .<>n tiic> 
revelation of St. t John* . ; ; ,,^ , 

IrenauSy bilhop of Lyons* About 178, he, wrote; 
feveral books, and/ particularly, iiYe, on the fub« . 
^£1 of herefy. 

AthenagQras. About 178,. he.wrote/an apolo-- 
gy for chriftianity, and a difcourfe oatbe refiuur«-t 
re£lion. 

Mlltiades ; he wrote aa elegant apology, about 
180. 

. Tfeopi/Zw/, bifiiop of Antioch^ Jbe wrpte-jthr^Cf 
books to Autotyeus, about- 181. He wrotp a book 
againfl; Hermogenes ; and alfo one agaiaft Mai> 
cion ; he llkewife wrote an harmony of theevan* 
gelifts. . ,. oj - , . 

PantdnuSj who had. been aftoic philv>fopI^^r>. , 
and who, was preUdcnt of the .catechetical fch9o).; 
of Alexandria ; about 182,. he wrote commenta* , 
rics on the fcriptures. ■ , 

. Clemens Jlexandnnus ,who{uccetd€d Pantaenus ; 
in the fchool of Alexandria ;^ he wrote his peda* 
gogue and ftroniata ; his. admonition to the Gen- 
tiles, and an homily on the falvat^o^ of , the ri<;h, 
about the conclufion of. the fecond century* < - 

Pol/crates f biihop of Epl^efq^ who v.irqte .an;, 
cpiftle about the fame period. , 

TcrtullLn, prefoyter of Carthage; he wasco- 



Amxt^fsiA UkUMpt of ifbdb tt^ailf nmn. 

hers of the human fpecies, and at Jaft becone the 
religion of the tnJMr «periU, k ir rational to be- 
lieve^ that he would never fuffer the divine beau* 
tf cudlceltftial form of chrifliant^, to be totaltf 
ohfcured in the depravity or darkneiCs of any age 
or «atton ; but that he would ^^nx^ it in every 
eflential and &indaQiental article of doftrine and- 
doty, from being altered or corrupted, and, 
tberefbre, that liy Jiia admighey power and grEU 
deus Aiperintendanse, he wouAd even caufe the 
facred truths of fcripture, to be perpefoated 
fi^oin age to age, until die £oal confuiDmacjoo of 
all things ; unadulterated by irrational eodiufi- 
afm and mercenary fuperftition ; and uncontami- . 
nated with the admixitore of earthly policica and 
bunan iaveottooi* 



temporary wicji Clemens Alexandrititis. Ter- 
tullian wrote many books ; and it hath been ob« 
ferved, that there are more quotations m bit writ* 
ings, from xhtJcrtptHrts of the new teftmnenif 
than are to be found in the writings of 71k7(y, fibm 
M the books which he cites* The fame obferva- 
tion hftch been made with regard to the writings 
of Irenaeus and Clemens Alexandrinus* 

The names only of Serapion, Quadratus, Arif- 
tides, Claudius Appolinaris, and Symachus, of the 
fccond century, fball be mentioned* 

The /Wr// century was produ^Kve of many chrif- 
tien authors of eminence ; efpecially, Minntius 
Felix ) Origin, Cyprian, Amobius and NovMian ; 
whofe works abound v/'ixb quotations from the oooks 
of the new tejfament* 
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'^ The books of the nctv teftamcnt, fay^ a^aeli 
rbrated writer, were tratifhited . by great num- 
bers of people, of different countries, as foon afs 
:hey appeared ; they have been read in public 
ifTemblies, in alnioft all nations in every age ; and 
/et no one ever charged them with being forged ; 
leither jews, nor pagans, nor hereticks, who wcxo 
rreatly interefted to oppofe them- The pagans 
vere as unable to controvert* the fa6^s they con- 
ained as the jews* Celfus, Porphery, Julian tht, 
poftate, Plotinus, and o|her philosophers, who^ 
ippofed chriftianity with all imaginable fubtlety, 
/ere conftrained to acknowledge the authenticity, 
f thefe books ; and were we to go back from 
gc to age to the time of Chrift, we iliould be- 
lold chriflians and jews ; greeks, romans, and* 
arbarians, all concurring in the acknowledgement; 
if theyimr truth.^** 

'* Thefe books, fays a learned author, have.: 
een tranfmitted to us with thq pitmafi fideliiyf, 
n4 it concerns thofe who call in quedion this fad, 
3 fhew that any other book, has fo many evident' 
nd convincing teftimonies of a faithful tranfmif- - 
QO, as the new tejlament ; left in the exertion of 
lejr zeal againft chriftianity, they fliould invcJve ; ' 
lemfelves in the abfurdity of rpjcifting all .an-^. 
ent writings whatever. 

Had the chriftians in the firft ages of the 
lurch, even of a whole nation, been inclined to 
ave corrupted thefe books, how vain , would 
ave been their attempt ; as not only copies pf , 

«^t*^t •^t «^> *^« «^%*«>kti^ . 

■ • 

* Ramfay's lifq of Fcnelon^ p. 233, 234« 
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tketn were difluftd atfnoft through the wh(iti 
nu&riJ, but as theitdriginah were preferved, with 
file greateft care, in the ^ctmes of federal 
eburcnes founded by the apoftles ; and to theft 
archhes TeruUian refers, as htmv open to mipec- 
tion, thofe perfcms whole heretku fendments he 
refuted ? * 

But what eould have tempted the primitive 
du^ftians to hzvt <:9rrupted books on "^Vich flhey 
Ibunded all their hopes of prefenc and future hap- 

K'nefs, and for which they were ready to Jiicrifice 
eir lives ^ Books which they preferved with fo 
much care, and deemed fofacred, that if any 
ehriftian, through the fear-of tortures, refignei 
them to his heathen perfecutors, he was doomed, 
by the churchy to endure tfivere penance ! 

Many ancient written copies of the firft tranf- 
litions of th^fe bobks, land alfo of the mgihal 
greek y have been preserved to our times, and 
procured, by learnt men^ from the feveral coun- 
tries in Europe, Afia and Africa, wbe^e chriftian- 
ity was propagated in the moft early ages ; and 
fuch comes have been found, upon the UrideA 
coHation; to ^^r^f with thofe now uied in tfa< 
chriftian diurch.'-'f 



«0^ «^« «^> v^» «€>> t<>>(^) 



* Tcrtul. it Pracfcript. adv. Hacreticos. 

f Bifhop Gihfon's third paftoral letter, p. 63, 
65. Sec Du Pin's canon, vol. 11* chap. I. §. Iv. 
chap* 111. $. I. King on the prim* ch. j>»rt II* 
chap. I. Doddridge's ledures. prop. ClII--^ 
Stackh. hod. div. vol. !• p. 55. Lard, cred- voL 
I. p. 384. III. p. aXa, &€. VII. p. %io,8^' 
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XXIV. Various historical fACTs, Evu 

DENCES OF THE TRUTH Of T.H£ GOSPEL HIS* 
TORY. 

The public iranjaiilons which the authorrof 
thefe bcx)ks record^ and which might ealily hare 
been refuted and difproved^ had they been falf(^ 
are the followkig* 

Herod the greai was the ibvereign of Juiea^ 
when the promifed MefSah was ufliered into the 
world* A number of eaftern philofophers camq 
to Jerufakm, defiring to be informed of the place 
that would be honored with hi» birth* Herod 
convened the Sanhedrim, wherci in public counr 
cil> its learned members deliberated iipon thi| 
queftion* The bloody mafl*acre of all. the infants 
in Bethlehem* Jrchelausy Herod^s fucceffor, ia 
mentionedt Auguftus then filled the imperial 
throne. Quirinius was governor of Syria ; Jn» 
dea a province of Rome* An edidf was iflued by 
the emperor, that all Judea (hould be enrolleol 
Sifneon taking the infant in his arms, publicly in 
the temple 9 and in a tranfport of joy, before ^'if/i 
the people^ paflionately wilhed for his own imme* 
diate diflblution, now his eyes had feen the falva* 
tion of Ifrael, and the light of the world* The 



VIII. p. 197, &e. Grotius, p- 160, &c. Ten. 
kins^s chriftianity, vol. I. p. 278, &c* Addilon's 
evidences, §. VI. Leflie's truth .of chriftianity 
dcmonfiratcd, p. 119, &c. Weekly mifcell any, 
vol. I. p. 353, &c. Deifin revealed, vol. II. p» 
31, &c. And Sharp's firft. argument^ p» 85— 



SueUnhis inentioxis Cbrift by name^*. an4 ftys 
that Claudius ^yjp^W^Ahom Rome thpfe who ad« 
hered to hiscai^fet . Tacitus records th^! prcgre/s 
the cAr//?;<7;f religion had made ; the violent 
death ytsfoiuider ha4 fufiered ; that bif flouriffaiecl 
.linder.the rei^ oif Tiberius; that PUafe wais then 
procurator otju^a, znA that the o/jjg^al aijubor 
of this profeflion was Chri/l^-f "' / ' 

> 

Pllny, who lived in Trajan^ s reign and attained 
fpme Qf. the highest honors in the uate^-^n one of 
his letters to the emperor^ writteti not above /or. 
ty years afteir the death of iS'ir. Paul^ exbibiu an 
amiable picture of the doftrine of the chrijiians, 
and the purity and fanfljity of their xnanuers* ^* It 
1v as their cuRoo), fay s he^ to meet before light, 
en a itated day, and mutually to recite an hymn 
to Chrift as a God^ binding themfelves by a fo* 
lemn oath, not for th^ purpofe of any thitig wick« 
ed, but on the contrary, never to be guilty of 
ajiy fraud, of any theft npr. of any debauchery j 
never to falfify their word ; ii^ver to withhold a 
triift when they ' wj^re called upon to deliver it 
up. After which it was tjiejr cuftom to feparite, 
and then meet again to eat ia common an harm* 
lefs meal.^f . 

• , . . . ■ 

The fame honorable teftimony Celfus gives of 

* Suetonius, Edit. var. p. 544. 

f Taciti Annal. lib. XV. j. 44. p. 286. vol. 
II. Edit. Dublin. 

-t P/w/i Epiifc. lib..X. Epift. 97, p.- /Z^-^-Edit. 
var. 1669. Compare I'ertuUlani. Apol. p. 2, 3* 
Edit. Ric^alt. 
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the chriftianS, and acknowledges, that there "Mere 
modefif temperate, and inteffhent perfons among 
them.^ The fame pcrfon, who flourifhed in the 
fecond, century y fpeaiks of the aCUthor of the chrif- 
tian religion ^s having liv^d.'but af very few years 
before""- Wj xmc, ^nA mentioas the principal fafts 
irt the gcffpel hiftory rclat'ive to the birth, life,^ 
do^ine, miracles, deith and refurreftion of 
Chrijlf declaring he had copied the account from 
the writings of the evangelifts. He quotes thcfo 
books, and makes extrafts from them^ as having 
been cOTiipofrd by the difciples and companions, 
of J^usy. and under thl^ Haines they now bear* 
He acknowledges thie mfacles which Jefus 
wrought, by which he engaged great multitudes 
tb' acmere ta him as the M^iuah ; that they 
were really performed he never difputes, but 
attributes them ttf our Sauidur^s profound ikill in 
the magic art^ which he.Iearned iu £gypt4 

JuUan^ who flourilhed about the middle of 
the fourth century, produces no counter evidence 
id re^tatibn of tSie ti-uth of the ^fpel hiftory ^ 
though he lo^ntion^ the ndmes of all the four 
^Vongdifts ; lie hevel* a^ttempts to difprave: the 
authenticity of theii* writings, nor to deny the 
rtiifrXf of bur Savi'bur's miracles. J^fus did 
notbingj; fay^ he, worthy of fame, unlefs any can 
ifHagihe that curing the laibe aiid blind, and ex- 
drdniljj^ dbMlonl in the villages of jfet'hfMda and 



■» 



*' Ori|[eh contra Celfum, Lib* L p* 22* £dlt« 
Cantab* 1677* 

t Ib« p- ai. J lb. p. 30-. 
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Bethany are fome of the greateil works ;* and 
the greAteft v/orh they certainly are, infinitely 
furpaffin|; all human power and abilities^ and de* 
nonftracing the perfon who performs foch fuper- 
natural operations, to he dhnne* He. ackuow- 
ledges that Jefus had a fovereign power over 
impure fpirits ; that be walked on die furfaoe 
of the deep ; and expeUed darmons^f 

That the power of working miracles and ef* 
fefhng fupernatural cures was enjoyed by Jefus 
Chri/Ff the jnvs never deny, but, with folly, at- 
tribute the pofleflipn of this fecrec to the right 
pronunciation fif the ineffably name, which they 
fay, he clandeftinely ftole out of the temple \X 
or, they impute it to the magic art, which he 



* Vid. Cyrill. contra Julian* Lib. VL p. ipit 
Edit. Spanheim* 

f lb. p. ii2* 

% The ftorv is in Toledoth* Jefliu, and !s as 
follows. ** Jn that.tipie there was Shem-ma* 
phoreich (the ineffable name of God) engraved in 
the holy boufe (temple) upon the foundation- 
ftone* For as King David, dug the foupdation, 
he found there a itonc over the mouth of die 
abyfs, and upon it was engraved the nanae ; and 
he took it ud and depofitedit in the holy of holies*, 
And he (Jefus Ventered the temple, and learned 
the name of the holy letters, and writ the name 
upon paper, and pronounced the name that it 
ihould not hurt him, and he cut open his^flefh, 
and hid the paper with the name*'' See Shttrpc^t^ 
firft argument, p. 33, 34. 
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iHrtied- in* Egyi^t/ and' exerdftd^ with- grcratdf 
dexterity thzti any other ii]Apoftoi<' evbr did* 

.■'.';■. ■," . , ■ . ■ -. . '» ■ ■ ■ 

tamfrtdlttT inffllrttis ns; thfat' JUhxanief SA)frut 
vfo\x\6 have ei'eded sr tcmxfler in* httnci- * df ' jfetus 
Chrift^ ha4 not fome x)f xhe/enator^r remoBChra- 
it&z^^i^A^ii.f In NeffriiTae, whltli was bu? 
Bttle moire ilh^n' thirty years aftcf our Saviour^jr 
4frucifULion^ Tacitus Uys there was 2(| great mul- 
titude of chrtfitans in Rome'^ and he gives a'cirf 
catnftamial accpont dFvthe; ingenious torments, 
and e^^uci^tin^ deaths^, to' wbidi they were| 
fubjeded. Even iLucian' bears' tefti£iony t6 




leftine, was the original puUifher of this new re* 
ligion.|| 

Thus the] inveterate' erteynies of' chriftiamty 
unite in giving; an honorable fu&sige to the char* 
after olChripi to the reality of his miracics y^ 
abthenticity o'f the writings oi- the' eVdngelifU^ 
and to the rapid progrefs of the chriftian' rdf* 
giaa4 " 

'*/rhc ewdence of duf Savioaf'i million froni 
KeaVeq ii-ftich, fays Ml*. Locke, dirMgh the mul- 
tjfciide of in&viciSr/ ,whichi He' wrought before ali 

• ^^ Mm ■ ■ ■ V ■ 
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* The foil of Saub (Jefus Chr ifl) bwght 
with faim magic arts from Egypt^ inferting tMm 
in his Aefh« lb. p. 41* ^ 

f Auguft. Iriftof • toitf. I* cap. 19. 43. edit»var. 

X T4ci(i* Aanal. 15* lid. vol. p*. 286* Dob* 

lift. • f ibiiA'^ ir Ludto* Moti PerefeiMl. 
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forts of ptopky (whkh divine provldetice' fo or- 
dered^ that they never weref nor couU be denieJ, 
by any of the enemies of chriftianity) that >vhat he 
dielivered cannot but be received as the orades of 
God^ and of unqueltionable verity."* 

■ 

^' Let it be fuppofed, fays Mr. Addifon, that 
an heathen (Ailofopher, who flourifhed within 
fixty years of our Saviour's crucifisuon, after 
having ihewn that falfe miracles were generally 
wrought m obfcurity, and before few or no wit- 
hefies, treating on the miracles of Chrifi, Qiould 
have thus cxprelTed himfelf . 

* But tl^e works of Chnft were always fe^n^ 
"becaufe they were iruei they were feen by thoie 
who were healed, and thofe who were raifed from 
the dead* Many of the perfons who were thus 
healed and raifed^ were feen, not only at the 
time the miracles were wrought on jhem, but 
many years afterwards. They were feen, not 
only atf^/'/p Chrift was upon earth, but after his 
afcenflou ; nay, fame of them were living in wt 
days P 

I am confident you would regard fuch a tefii- 
mony as highly favorable to chrimanity • But this 
evidence ^ in fad|^we have, iii behalf of pur reli- 
gion ; for theje were the words of Qmir^s, an 
alheniari pfalTofopher, who lived at the period Ao^ft 
mentioned. But a conver.ty ypu iay, to chriftiani* 
ty ! Refleft a moment. Docs not this very cir» 
iumftance'gwt e^caty to his atteftation f tbd he 
continued 2 pagan pfnlofopher^ the world would 



^. Ileaipn9)?)iknefs of chriltianity^ p. a j[6« 
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. have doubted ihejincerity pi his relation* But he 
had /h thoroughly examined our Saviour's hiAory^ 
and the exceUence of the religion be taught ; and 
was fo perfq&ly convinced qf the truth of both^ 
that he became a pro/elite to the cbriftian faitfa^ 
and to it died a martyr**^* 

« • • 

XXVL The perfect example of Cheist* 

A GREAT recommendation of -chriftiamtyj it the 



4 

* Addifon's evidences^ p* 21, 22* See Da 
Pin's canon, vol* !!• chap. I. § VL Stackh. bod* 
div* vol* !• p* ^1p Sharpens !• argument, p. 39^— 
77* Addifon's evidences, $ II, ill* Bryant on 
the truth of the chriftian religion, p. i ]2> 13 J — 
1 76. Knox's difcourfes, vol. I. p. gy, &c. Har-* 
wood's introdu&ion, vol. L p* 52, &c. And Bi- 
ihop Watfon's apology, p. I34* 

'' .Three men of diftinguifhed abilities, fays 
the author laft mentioned, rofe up, at different 
times, and attacked chriftianity, with every ob- 
jeftion which their maKce could fuggeft, or their 
learning devife ; but neither Celfus, m the fecond 
century ; nor Popheiy in the third ; nor the em- 
peror Julian himfelf, in the fourtki^^ quejiioned 
the reaUty of the miracles related in the gofpels* 

Grant us, fays he, (while thus addreffing him- 
ielf tQ deifts) what the/e men, vftm were more like- , 
ly to know the truth of this matter of faA thaxj 
yourfejjyeSf granted to their adverfaries, and we 
will very readily let you make the moft ef the 
magick, to whieh^^^s the h// yvretched/iij^t^rfuge, 
they were obligen to attribute tbefe iniradcf*^j| 



Rfe and tharafftr of itt author. T*Hc very heft 
kiftni^tions which evhr were delivered^ and At' 
tiobleft fyftem of religious and moral duty wfakh' 
ever 19^ tompilied, ihbft: neteflWrily fall Intd 'con. 
teriipt^ Sf the /(/> of the'amhoF is a fatyruponrhv 
own precepts^ If a public teacher fhall ncrt exem- 
plify, in bis own practice, the virtues be «njoin^ 
upon others^ both his perfon and fyftem iVill tt&» 
verfally andntoftdefervedly be defpUird* 

Of what avail is' a jtrdiciotis fyftem of ethicks, 
if they do not ihine in the life and converfation of 
the moralift ! Ctcerb^s. complaint is well known^, 
** Who is there of all the philofdphefs,. fays he, 
whofe praftrcal principles, temper, and cOAdiid,' 
w6re Conformable to right reafon ? Who ever 
regarded his phllofophy as a law and rule of life, 
sTna not rather as ah oftentatioas difplay of his abi- 
lity and learning? Whoever obeyed his own in. 
ftrudtions, and made his precepts tlife model of his' 
own daily practice ? So far from this, that many 
of them were ftaves to luft, many to pride, many, 
to avarice/'* And if the liVes of thefe profeflctf 
inftruftors were thus immoral and profligate; thfeir 
rules and directions, however folemnty delivered, 
or pleafingly written,, muft necefiatily lofe all' 
their inflaence« 

• It is to the glory of the chriftiaH'r'eligioH, that 
the ///^ of its author was a. faithful commeatary 
upon his oNvn infthidfions. His temper and difpo* 
mion were the |jrig|bteft iUuftratioh of^hiafonra. 
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• Tufcut. Qu^n. Lib. u. p. 1 16, Ecfit. Divis, 
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precepts* H^ e^jJiibited to the world, in his $mi. 

chara^er, what an suniabk and divine fcheme 

chrtftlanity is, when it hath taken full poffeffion 

of the hearty the fource of aAbn, and aduates all- 

the principles and affeAipns of the homan mind« 

The fun, in his daily courfe, faw him ioflefatigaf^ 

bly employed in working beneficent miracles and- 

delivering divine. inftrudions ; and the ftars> iiv 

the iilent watches^ beheld him devoting the wholo 

ni^ht in prayer to Grod ! Often he would^ in hit 

daily benevolent offices, and. amidft his pious la* 

bors^ pour forth a fervent ejaculation to God^ . 

Father y 1 thank thee, that thou haft iid thrfe thingr, 

from the v)ife and fruJent, and haft revealed them 

to babes ; even fti^ father^forfait Jfuni^d-g^fidini 

thy fight i ..;;.;.- .■■> 

'I . 

His love to manEind was without ]bound8« Stu«^ 
dying their beft intereifts \ difpelling their errors; 
freeing their bodies from, painful maliidies ; nadiau«? 
liuftering cpnfolation, ;and .communicaitmg ufeful 
and faving.infbuSiQ!n^.,w^:^ fupreme an^bjsim': 
and i!ole ^licity of his Itfq* / .Xhia tras,hU diviM 
charader ; it is comprized in a few words ; he 
went labout doif^ good* 

The life of Chri^ Js ^ulli^ with no ^emiih | 
(tained wi^h no fault i)or foible ; but pure and fa««< 
cred.as he^;^^; fpotlefs ^d immaculate as ini;ia^: 
ccnce y hs^uuaig nethmg but deyption to Cod^ 
^ja .ticnieyoienoe to -nan* • He was aftuated by och 
4p^ti0i^'hni thc^ .goAiif a^ doinegoodf 

hq afpired after np dU^n^ion, hut the d^rSt^Utt 
of being ufeful ; he deiOredi to eftablilh no en^a^ 
but the empire of truth and righteoufnefs* 

Humble in his deportments; meek and modeft 
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in his converfe ; entering the pooreft cottage to 
free a poor parent ^ chili, or fervant^ from an in- 
curable diftemper- Infinitely above die meannefs 
ofpride, and the'grovelHng pafliorisof worldly 
glory and oftentation. Defintbte of the comforts 
and eleganciee of life, and cpiitent to be fp. Ne- 
ver inurfiiuring and-i^aing srt the dHpenfatioos 
of provide nee, butt cheerfully acquieTcing in the 
divine aHotments^i • Galm and ferene nnder the 
iiioft abuii't^ and cimtumelious treatment ; when 
he was reviled, not reviling again ; when he ftif* 
feredy not threatening, but coihMitting himfelf to 
BiM whp judgeth rightebuflyv Ever expreffing 
the tendereitpity and the n!6ft genelirons com- 
Aiicr^^tioo f(Hrv.tbe frailtiefs and iVxifperfeJ^ions df 
our nature ; pouring out his fympathetic forim^ 
for the hardnefs of men's heart> ; their aver{i9n 
to truth, and fcheir indifpofednefs to confult and 
fircixre their everlaftin^ Welfare* Tearine oiFihr 
hypocrite^s maik with noly rage and indignation, 
and exbtbMtig to the worM, m his own perfon,* 
finc^rit7, caoDdbur, and {^reacnefs of {but, ijluftri* 
beyond att example* ' 



Thus our Saviour livedo eminentry dlffihguiihfed 
for his dutiful fubje&ion tp his earthly patents^ 
diftingniflied for hi^i love aiid affed^oh to his ilative 
country, which he ftrove.to reclaim and cpnver^ 
aiMtexpr^fled his gmefotis griefyin^iftfod iof tedrtf, 
•Imc theu^ obftititey h^d: defeatedhKP^^ifVil die* 

il|^«; diftingiiifhed for hi^ hiiaVeiay nuhdedWrflif 
fbr his benevolence; for his ctifttempr<^'^^dH^ 
{Fitideur; for his ambition to do ^ood, for ftlf- 
govemmenl^ moderation, affabiUty> meek^ds, pa- 
tience, and everjr virtiir that can adbra irurtrai' 
aatore and form a perfeft chara£tcs« . 
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Nor did this confammate perfeOkm of charaft^ 
er^ merely fhiiie^ forth in the common fqenes tjt 
public andprivate life^ but in hift laft fuffering$ 
and death they appe9r mol^ ^onfpicuoas. View 
him in the garcjen of Q^thfemane, with the full 
immediate profpedt of the impending ftorm ; hu* 
man natviirir pvelrwhelinfd at; tb^ approaching 
fceaes, and feeling all the horrors of mcmd agO^ 
ay and dejedipq.; fw^atiag^as it ware> great dropa 
of blopd ; y et jn .ijii^ dire diflreft,Tepoflng aper^ 
fed fiibmiflion in God,. aia4 exjpreiwg :thisililH 
milTion in terms^ which no heart can read without 
emotion* Father, if this cup may Hat-.fa/s from 
me except t drink it, thy will he donfi i 

Patiently fiibmitting to be apprehended by a 
band of ruffians ; to be dragged before an unjuft 
tribunal; to be abufed with every cruel infult; to 
be fpit upon; arrayed in robes of mock royalty ; 
torn with fcourges, and nailed to a crofs between 
two thieves. Amidft all this fcene^ not uttering 
one repining tliought ; fuftaining all the ignomi- 
py, infult^ and torture, that the malice of hi^per* 
(ecutors could inSid, with ferene unmoved com* 
pofure ^ perfediy r:eiigned to God, and vohinta« 
vily furrendering his li|fe a yidim in the caufe of 
truth, and fealing his. religion with his blood ! 

Chearf^lly embracivigy«6'A a'death- with all its 
horrors, if hyfuch a death he could atone for hu- 
man guilt; give a public witnefs to the truth, and 
by fpoijranepa^, facrificiagihls \\6^ in the caufe. of 
his religion, .diisireb(y» gi\4e a pp^ie ian Aion to its ve- 
racity , and itamp that divine fyltenij'he had been au- 
thorifed.to teach men, witii its complete and ulti- 
mate confirmation. Such an amiable^ conl;itcnt, 
and abfolutely perfed charafter, conjoined with 
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Aicb t fair atij faoltlefs model of theohgy atod mo« 
riii>, mutually illuftrate each otber^ and reflefi the 
greateft fplendor and dignity upon eAck other^ 
>¥ith which we can fuppofe any rules of human 
doty to come recommended and enforced* * 

■ ^Icatmotomit'obferving, fays Mr. JenynSi, 
th^t Atper/onal thi(ra£ler of the author of chrif« 
tianity, is not lefs new and extraordinary, than 
the religion itfelf^ who * fpake as never mim 
f{Ndce/f and lived as never man lived. 

He is, for inftance, the only founder of a reli- 
gifllly in the biftory of mankind, that is vfhoUy un* 
emiieSUd with human policy and government*'^ 



*^ The following tcftimony to the charaAer of 
Chrift; is the teftimony of a deift. *^ In Chrift we 
have an example of a quiet and peaceable fpirit : 
of a becoming modefty and fobriety ; juft ana 
honefty upright and (Incere, and, above all, of a 
mod gracious and benevolent temper and beha- 
viour. One who did no wrong', no injury to 
any man ; in whofe mouth was no guile ; who 
went about doing good, not only by his preaching 
and miniffay, but alfo in curing all manner m 
difeafes among the people* His life was a bean* 
tiful p}«n:ure of tiunian nature when in its native 
purity and fmipHcity ; and ihewed at once what 
excellent creatures me^^^euld be» when under the 
influence and piWer- of th^^goTpel he preached 
unto them.'* Chubh'/ true go/pel^ J- VH. p- 

t Johi^ vii. 4$» 



Nbmli; MahbmTeT/ft ail otbers> blended their reli- 
gious inftitutidns with dieir civil, and thereby ob- 
tained dominion over their refpeftive adherents ; 
btl^t Chc^ift neither aimed at^' nor would he accept 
of fuch {KTsvar. 

Many enthuGafts and impoftors have endeavor* 
cd to impofe on the world pretended revelations ; 
b^t ddtl^hiftory afford an example of one Whoifiade 
hfe oWn f«flferings and death a necejfary p^rt of 
his criginal plan and effential to his mifiion ? ]But 
Juch wa«^ the condu6i of Chrift ; he foretold his 
ruffcririgs ; -thp neceffity of them, and endured 
them wit^ relignation and forbitude. 






If we ferioufly contemplate the divine leflbns ; 
the perfeft precepts ; the beautiful difcourfes, 
and the confrflent conduA of this wonderful per- 
(on, we cannot pdihbly imagine that he was an 
hdhf or a mcidman ; and yet, if he was not what 
^e pretended to be, he can be conddered in no 
other Hght / but even, under this cbara^er, he 
would defcfrve fome attention ; becaufe of yoy«i- 
linie and rational an infinity, there is no other in- 
fbmce hi the hiftory of mankind !*'f 

f Works, vol. TI. p. a;^i:V. 232- See Chap- 
man againft Morgan, vol- I. p. 241. Barrow/s 
works, vol. III. p. 20. Grotins, p. 123, 8cc>^^ 
Weekly mificellany, vol. I. p. 349, &c. Stackh. 
bod. div. vol. I. p. 32- Knox's dlicourfes, vol. 
I. p. 2go, &c. Bryant's chriilian religion, p. 
122, &c. And Harwood's inirodu^iion, vol. I. 
p. 64, &c. 

Z 
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XXVII. Excellence OF the* doctrines of 

THE NBWt'ESTAMENT. 

The affurances vtA difctyverics which ..tWs fa- 
cred volume coaiprifes, arc prefunq>tiv€ eviden- 
ces of its being a divine rcvelatioR. To inftance 
in a few particulars* 

What fyftem Kd human philofophy ever taught 
fo clearly the doctrine of an unwerfal and fartu 
cw/^jfT providence, comprehending at once the 
boundlefs immenjity of the univerfr, yet fuperin* 
tending every dtjtin^ feparate 43ang in the 
whole extent of the creation \ A chrillian cannot 
but deteft the impiety, ^nd lament the ignorance 
of the heathens when tliey talk on this fubje.£t»' 

The afTurance of QoA^s placabiUtyy and hisr^» 
mijpon of attrocious guilt upon repentan&e^ is an* 
other define in Favoi" of the truth of cbriftianity* 
By confulting the books which 9re written by 
thofe who only enjoyed the light of reajon^ we 
find how perplexed and embarrafled they were 
in their reaibnings on this article ; how far re* 
pcntance would avail to rebifVate perlbns in th^ 
divine favor. An /^^//f/^e'w prince is introduced by 
the prophet Dlicah, overwhelracd with a penetra- 
ting fenfe of his attrocious cringes ; diftraded 
with the dire thought that the divine judgments 
were dcfervedly impending over his Jevoted 
head ; anxious to avert God^s anger ; dubious in 
V hat way he canappeafe it t at laft breakir^ forth 
into thispaffionate exclamation, the language of 
conlcipus guilt and gloomy defpair ; Hhtre^'jith 
JhnU I come before the Lord, andhoiv my f elf bf'^rc 
the high God P Shall 1 come kef re him ivith l>r?*!t 
offcrirtgs, with calves of a ^eur old P IVill tht 1 r-rd 
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be pleafed with thoufands of rams , or vjith ten thou* 
funds of rivers of oil ? Shall I give my fir (I horn 
for my tranfgreffion^ the fruit of my body for the 
(in of my foul? This is the language of uniii* 
ilrudedy uncultivated reafon under tnef^ qnhap. 
py circumftances- Thefe are the fentiments of a 
guilty gloomy mind, ominoufly forboding the 
wrecchednefs of its future deftiny ; a (Iran- 
ger CO that tranfporting aflurance in which chrif 
tians are fo happy , the total ahfolution of all paft 
riult, upon geaiiine repentance and reformation 
•fKfet 

How far th6 divine forgivenefs would extend, 
lt;as a queftion in the fati^aAory decilion of which 
the heathens were greatly embarrafled. Some 
aflerted that sreat enormities often repeated and 
perfifted hi, left a total inaptitude and inability 
upon the mind for virtuous pradlice and vinuous 
pleafure, and coofequently would never be for- 

£*ven* Others as Plato ^ and Virgil y declared, 
at though men repented of. their vices in this 
life, yet it was neceOary they ffliould undergo a * 
iQwttt difcipline on account of them in an inttr- 
mediate ftate of corredion ; be hung up to tiie 
winds to take out the moral ftains their fouls had 
contracted, or difciplined in the fire to purge and 
purify all the remaining hlemifhes ; and when, 
after thefe wholcfome temporary feverities, they 
came forth, from this viindy zni fiery trial, pure 
and immaculate J they were then admitted to the 
complete bleflednefs of the Elyfian fields* 



(^>v^»<^>v^v^» 



♦ JEneid* lib. vi. v. 736. 
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How far the divine tfemency would extend ; 
whether the whole colleftive Aim of vice would 
at once be expunged, or only part of it ; whe- 
ther, in particular, thofe vices would be. totally 
forgiven which had prematurely imp»red and dc- 
ftroyed the noble fabric of God the human b^dy 
'or had totally debilitated the mind for virtue, 
were fubjedts whieh human reafoi) could not decer- 
mine. It is, therefore,afavoraWeprefumption that 
the chriftian religion hath the infinitely fiood-and. 
merciful God, for its authpr^ which pubSihes • tt 
every fmcere penitent, through faith ia;thk> 
tonement of Chrift, the abfolute entire reiniflion 
of his former tranfgreflions, how heuiouSj^ 9tfCKi- 
ous and aggravated foevtr. 

Th^ reader will have a full cohcejptlon of., tlie 
happinefi of fuch a grateful affurancjc as this, and 
conl'equently how worthy it is of the coinpalfion- 
ate father of the univerfe to proclaim to the woirl^l 
in any revelation he is pleafedto give .to mankind^ 
if he coi>li(lers what a fcene of melandioly diflrels 
«nd gloom the prefent life would be, without. % 
full pciluafion of tjie divine forgivenefs qfcur 
crimes ; and how difraal our prQfpecl;5 muft be into 
fill uricy. But under tlie ,go(fd fcheme, all thefc 
perplexing difficulties vaniih.- Ten ihoufand talents ^ 
the great ell fum of guilt fuppofable^ are at on(;jB 
generoufly forgiven, and the immenfe debt for 
•ever cancelled ! 

With ^yery rational intelligent perfbn jt^nuft 
nlfo greatly recommend this religion, to coi>fider 
the divine ajjiflance it offers to human virtue. 
One of the greate'ft encouragements that any 
fcheme of religion can offer to its votarie.'j, v» ith 
regard to the fuccefsful praftice of JOKfcrality, is 
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the full perfuafion that if we ftudy to cultivate and 
improve our rational intellei^ual powers^ and to 
acquire the pleafures and habits of virtue, we 
ihall certainly enjoy the ^iivine concurrence* In 
this fundamental article the {yfkem of heathen mo* 
rals was greatly defective. Some of their wi/e 
men taught the world to exped no dhine afliftan- 
ees in the praftice of virtue* The virtuous man> 
it feems^ bad * no occafion for them, and the law 
illiterate vulgar were infinitely unworthy the ex- 
peace of divine interpofitions. Man mufl: derive 
^virtue from hhnfelf* Man was felf-fufficient to 
his onvn felicity. Their wife and perfect man had 
no wants and defeAs about him ; he was equal to 
jtipiter himfelf in the all-fufficiency and confaiik« 
mate happinefs of his nature i 

Tlie religion of ye/ui teaches us to form more 
modeft and diffident, and confequently mcH-e rati" 
■wtal zvAjufl^ notions of human nature, and fhews 
us our intimate dependance on the deity for all 
the fiindions and enjoyments cf natural 2nd morat 
life^i This divine philojophy teaches us, what the 
principles and dilates of reafon teach us, that we 
are not felf-fuificient to our own virtue and to our 
own happinefs ; that we are frail and indigent ; 
furrounded with temptations, and expofed to for- 
rows and fuf&rings ; that in thefe exigencies G^ 
will not defert a imcere miad to the weak efforts 
•of its own imperfeft virtue, but will, by his gra* 
cious coacorrence, guard it from vice and error ; 



♦ HoraN lib. i. epift* i& v» iiiV Cicero de 
nat. deor- lib. 3. J 36^ p. 335, 336^ 



^ X 
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Clumkitte k witb lieavenly Ught ; Idndl^ devout 
affeAions; iiivkoratie . ijts .powers ; fuggeft facd^r 
rcfolHtions^ anc^ 1^ lis divitke agenqir and .co- 
operation, confirin a&d eAablidi it in the pn&d- 
pies and practice df virtuie» 

Such a doftrine is worthy li CtfJy and worthy It 
form a necefiary artidc in any religion ivnith 
claims a divine original ! Such an aflbranoe acthis 
is a snoft powerful incentive to the refoimicn of 
Amendment, and to.tbepraiftiix of ail virtue, and 
muft have all its weiglu upon the^ ingenuity of 
fcvcry rational being ! For if in the undertaking 
of any work of <oniidendbde labor and diSouky, 
we efteem it a great happinefs to be. afluted 
that we (hall be aHii^ed in.tiie execution <if it by 
wife and benevolent perfons, whofe aid and en- 
deavors conr.'irring with our own "wiH enforc-fuc- 
-ccfs, how much niorenauft it incire.and encourage 
us to enpage and perfeverc in a religious life, to 
be afiurtd, that Gai/will co-operate ^with. our vir- 
tuous relblutions ; enable us to furmount every 
finpedimfnt ; carry us through the diiEculties-and 
dangere; which infcft our pain .; confirm us in the 
irabits ©f piety atwJ Irohnefs, and finally cfownos 
with eternal 'life and WcfFedneft ^ Such is the 
ftrength of c/rZ/^/irw principles^ .and the perfedio? 
"f^ chrtjiian doctrine J 

The clear revelation of sl future fiitte is a vcif 
ftrong argUTnent in favor of xht.zHvine authoriq' 
and credibility of the chn/lhn religion. ^ Con- 
cerning a future fijute we find a -great variety of 
opinions awir^ng thofe who had only the ^ght of 
reafon to aid-vheir inquiries. The moillcamed 
and eminent pi^ily/opkers the keath^n world ever 
produced, exprefj themftlvcs, in general^ widi 
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l^reat tmfitationiand diffidence on this mamenitQiis 
fubjedt. * I' / 

. Wh^ he^Uhen virtue always -wftnted to give it 
its jull weight and efficacy wkh n]0nkifld, our S.9- 
T^iour hath given it- Every fyllom of religious 
jind moral truths rnuft be de&ftive in a very ^efleo- 
Cial point, that either makes no saentioo^ of a futune 
4lSAt^ .or meations it in Bb/cure, dubious, aod fimki- 
guous terms- Chriftianiiy \f, the pcrfc^lion oi »11 
religion, for by hringlng immortaliiy to l\gkt it 
4iath co*7ipletely given all thofe additional fandi- 
i>i>s to the pradice of virtue, which ^Wfonner fyf- 
iems of philofophy wanted. f 

* The concluding words cff^thc^apology (^ S^^ 
crates are alteftingly expreifive 'of this^re'tf^ man's 
•uncertainty- - And now it is time to depart — d to 
4eathyyou to life — but whether I or you are return^ 
ing to greater happinefs, God only knows ! Platon« 
apol* -edit. 2- Forfter, oxen. p. ifta* Cicero telhs 
tis that while he was perufing FJato's difcourfe on 
the immortality of the foul, hisargucQents convirir 
ced him ; but no fooner did he lay afidc the book 
•and carefully revolve thofe arguments in his mind, 
but all his former convi6tion vaniihed- Cicerpn^ 
Tufcul. quasft.p. 22* lib* i* § ii« Edit- Davis, 
•camub- 1723* 

• • . . . . ^ . . ..... 

f ^ee Chillingworth's wopks, p. s^» Benfon'$ 
chriftianity, vol. J. p. 34, &c. iDoddridge^s lee- 
•turcs, j)rop. CXIV. Jenyns^s works,"vok II. p. 
•232, &c. Harwood's introdudion, vol- I- p» 25, 
{cc. . Bryant's chriltiaility, p. 113, 114* Andficar 
tie?sjeA?ideiicBSy p( i8o, .&£•. . ' . . ^ 
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XXVni. The morals or tk^gosfsl most 

WORTHY OF God* 

The gofpel enjoins on us the loix ofCfii» 
the firft and great commaiidment ; it teaches 
us that this great principle ihould polTefs all our 
powers, and influence the whole of our coiidudl; 
that we fhould afpire after the neareft conformity 
to the deity our imperfedion can attain, and int- 
itate him in doing good. It reprefents him » 
continually prefent with us, the fpeftator of our 
conduft, and the intimate witnefs of the princi- 
ples which actuate us. It teaches us the great 
duty of reiignation to him from every argument 
and motive that can aft'ed: an ingenuous depend* 
cnt creature, by informing us, that all the dif- 
penfations of God to us are founded in infinite 
wifdoip and goodnefs ; that his corrections are 
£alutary ; that all afili£tions are his meiTengersf 
that he knows what allotments are beft for uSf 
and will finaly prove moft pcrfedtive of our vir- 
tue and happinefs. Piety to God, therefore, a$ 
taught in the gofpel, is a moft amiable, engaging, 
rational, venerable principle, worthy of fuch a be- 
ing as man to pay to the divinity* 

■ The worfhip chriftianity prefcribes, hath a n(r* 
We funplicity ia it worthy of the deify, and the 
adoration, love,, and imitation ^f God which it 
enjoins, are fuch as greatly exalt the human char- 
after, and ennoble and dignify the heart of the 
rational worftiipper* 

• The relative ani foetal duties the gc^fpc;} incaF- 
dates are fach as neceffarily refult from our natural 
«nd civil conne£tions,and fuch as reafoa tells as any 
^'ftem of morality^ eftabliihed bf the faoOkiicf 
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a cIiv:ine,fmth9Elty, r^uft contaiiv » .Man is.a Ibci^jl 
being, and his^happinels is depetnlent on the ;vir^ 
tuoui ex^rcife and difcharge of the focial duties* 
To give us the compleat fruition of this happi- 
nefs, the gofpel lays us i^m^er the f^rongcft obli- 
gation& to be good parents, good children, good 
pcighb^rs, good niaders, good fervants^ K^f^ 
citizens and Imcmbers of fociety. It teaches us 
to confider ourfelves as intimately allied to all 
our felloiv -.men by- the endearing boiidij .oione conu 
won nature* That in the love of God ani our 
neighbor i^ virtually comprifed the wholt? moral 
Jay^'. That we are not to confine our benevolent 
jregards to the narrow circle of our friends, rela- 
tions, and acquaintance, or folely .to that party 
and community to which we belong, but to dii'- 
,fu^ i;he)n to the qtuioft liiaits of God's rational 
.-^Cfktion. , . . 

In the parable of the Samaritan, wc are taugl^c 
to look upon every one as our neighbor who is in 
diftrefs, however he may differ from u» in; Keli- 
giqus £pntimjeat$, <tnd whatever unhappy prejudi- 
Xt$, on account of n;ition, party, or opinion, \\£ 
inay have einicrtained againil hiUi. i 

Chr JftU?>ity enjoins (irifit juftice in our dealings 
svith othars, to do to others as wcourfelvesihpvild 
€>pect, were w.e in their cir/cumll^iape^ and tliey ia 
j[>urs ; to make Feititutipn when \ve have injure^ 
thefH, and generoufly to forgive thofe who have 
plteredp us injurious and contumelious ufage. If, 
re con I nie;nd&^ benevolence and charity as the per- 
feftion bi yjrtue,.^l^ glory of hunian nature^ ai)4 
the diitingt^iihiitg b^dge -of its pjofcOors* ^$ 
tcndenty is to extirpate from the htmian heart .«n?- 
vy, pride, malice, revenge, malevolence, and eve* 
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ry principle and pafTion dcftniaive of tlic harmed' 
By and happincfs of human life, aihfd fubvcrtivc of 
the noble fatisfadnons of true felf-enjoyment* 
To fuch a degree of perfedion does it tend to^cx- 
alt our nature^ and carry human virtue, chat it 
commands us to love even our enemlej, and inAead 
of revenging an injury, to forgive the authors; 
and pray that God would forgive them* 

The morality of the gofpel therefore is, in eve- 
ry indance, fo pure and fubhme ; fo perfe&ive of 
the harmony and happinefs of domeftic, focial, 
aud civil life ; fo worthy of the great and good pa« 
rent of all rational beings, that our ideas cannot 
form any revelation from God to contain a niore 
excellent and perfeA fyftem of conjugal, parental, 
filial, relative, focial duties, than what the nevt 
tefiament comprizes, and enjoins as the gre^ 
rule of life, and . ftandard of our moral beha* 
vier and condu3« 

Chriftianity tends alfo to improve and exalt hl^ 
man nature, with regard to the cxercifc cS filf 
government and perjonal virtue. Its grand ol)- 
jeft and aim is "to poflcfs us with real goodnefs of 
heart and to give us all tlie fruition flowing from 
this invaluable poiTefHon. It is the ftudy and am- 
bition of its great author to purify the human 
foul, from every corrupt affeftion, and to make 
us aflert the fuperiority of the rational and intct 
le(^ual over the animal and fenfual part of nature; 
to make rcafon prefide and the inferior appetites 
obey • to purge the mental eye from the films 
of vicious prejudices and paffions ; and tcf poflcfs 
all ks powers with the facrcd love of holiuefs and 
"Virtue. 



\ 
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TcmpfrancC; chaftity, felf-govcrnmcnt ; mode- 
ration in our defircs ; contentment in our Ctuations : 
fubmiflTion to God in our affliftions. ; an unruffled 
tranquility and mildnefs of dirpolltion ; an unaf- 
feded- humility ; a mutual condefcenHon ; an 
amiable probity and candor of mind ; a (implicity 
of manners^ and a confcientious redbitude and in- 
tegrity of principle, are the great duties it enfor- 
ces and recommends by every motive and argu* 
menc ; by every iufinuating form of addrefs ; and 
by every confideration that' can excite us to cul- 
tivate and improve what is truly excellent and 
amiable ; to adorn our minds with the nobleft iu 
cainmeuts, and to purfue and fecure Che ultimate 
dignity and perfection of the rational charadtier* 
Thus is the tnorality of thegofpel worthy of God 
to publiih,and, when (hining in a living cnaraAer, 
evincesitfelf tobe. the fupremeglory and felicity 
of huipan nature, ^e p^an ly ftems of morality 
>»'cre defective in many capital and cflTential articles* 
They wanted alfo many arguments and tnotives 
to enforce the practice of their duty. The oSices 
taught in thefc deficient erroneous fyftems, were 
ijot urged from coofiderations of the- omnipre* 
fe/ice, fear, and love of God ; nor prefled upon 
the confcience by arguments derived from the 
awful folemnities of future retributions. The gof. ' 
pel is the only fcheme that hath given morality its 
rinal perfection, by the additional fandions which 
it hath annexed to it, and by ajl its cogent motives 
;^od powerful iDcentives. 

Wftat conftitutes the fupreme excellence and 
glory of the gofpel, is its pure and perfeft morali- 
ty, tending to make human nature what God de- 
ijaned it fhould be ; leading us to the imitation 
oi Cod in bis rectitude and holinefs, and fittinj); 
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US for the cterrial jfruidot^ oflrftn in tJiofe faer^d 
iilanfions, fefa nvhicb' nothing that is'lnipitre and de* 

• ■ ■ - 

The views df the heathen moralift/ fays sn 
excellent writer, extend not beydnd this worid; 
thofe of the chriftiah "are fixfed oti that which is to 
come* The fonnefv^as concerned ft* his owit 
country only, or chiefly ; the latter takes concern 
in the happinefs of iall ni^nv'of all nations, condi- 
tions arid capacities. ' But afeXv^ of the ancient 
philoTophers, fpoke of a fntur^ Rate of retribution 
35 not improjjable ; .rjeyeliiti^h fpe^ts of it as cer- 
tain ; and of the pfejf^bt life', as *a flaie of trial, 
wherein virtue qr hplinefs is ne.ceflary, not only 
to entitle us to that falvatidii, ^hich', thrDugh 
the mercy .of God, and the .aaWits erf hisfon, 
chriftiahs are taught to look fOf ; but alfo to pre- 
paris us, by. habits of piety arid benevolence, for 
a reward, which none but thfi pure in heart, cin 
receive, or could relifh^ 

The duties of piety, as far as the heart is con- 
cerned, \A^re not attended to, ty the heathen 
law -giver. Cicero coldly ranks them with the 
fcHiial virtues, and fays very IJltle about them — 
I'he facrificcs were Tiiere ceremony. -And what 
the ftoicks.tau;rht of refignation to the decrees of 
fate, was fo repugnant to fome of their other te- 
nets, that little good could be expefted from it. 
But of every chriltian virtue, piety is an effential 
part. The love and fear of Ood muft every mo- 
ment prevail, in the heart of a follower of Jefus; 
and whether lie eats of dihiks, or whatever he 
doth, it muft all be to the glory of the Creatop 
Mow (iifFercnt this from the philofophy of Greece 
and Rjjiiie ! ■ 
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The heathen morality, (vrH in. its hcjl form, as 
two or three of their beft phflofophers taught it, 
ampuQts to little more than this : Be ufeful t<» 
yoMrfely^s, your friends, and your country ; fo 
ihall ye be refpedtablc while ye live, and honored 
whep ye die. The language of the chriftian 
lawgiver is different- The world is not worthy 
of tne atnbiti6n of an immortal being. Its ho- 
nors .and pleafures have a tendency to debjrfe' th» 
minds, and difqualify it for future happinefs. Set 
therefore your affedions on things above, and 
not of\ things on the earth. Let it be your fu- 
pr<?me defire to obtain God's favor ; and by a 
courfe of difcipline, begun here, and to be com- 
pleted hereafter, prepai-e yourfelves for a re-ad- 
miflion into that rank wliich was forfeited by the 
,jfall, and for again being but a Httle lower than 
. the angels, and crowned with glory and honor 
^everlafling ! 

What an idea is here ! Is there any thing like 
this in the Avritings of Xenpphon or Plato ; of 
Cicero, Seneca, or Epictetus? ** Whence had 
this man thefe things ? What wifdom is this that 
was given him?" Surely man gave it not; for 
man had it not to give. This is an idea, which 
never occurred to human imagination, till it was 
taught by Chrifl: and his apoftles ; to the native 
iligniiy, and undeniable degeneracy of human 
nature, no other moral theory was ever fo well 
adapted ; and no other has lb dire£\ a tendency 
to proiuote the glory of God, and the real good 
of inanlcind. Is it poflible to explain this upon 
the pr yiciples^ that ufually regulate human affairs ? 
Is it poiTible for Us to believe, that teachers fo 
holy, fo benevolent, and fo pious ; fo fupcrior to 
the world, «nd fo thoroughly difengaged from its 

A a 



C i?B ) 

aViurementS; were not taught of God ? Ai feafy 
alinoft it is to believe, that this vydrtd was not 
made by him. Is it jpoflibte for U4 to imigih^, 
that perfons of fucli a charafter coidd have em- 
ployed their lives in the proniiilgation of a lie, 
and wiWingly encountered perfecutidn aiid d^ath 
in fuppoi«t of it? As well may we -imagine, Aat 
an evil tree brings forth good frliit, ahcTthat men 
gather grapes from tljorns, and figs from thif. 

A JUDICIOUS antiior, oh tlie fubjeft bf the 
fnorais of th^ gfi/pel,ren\arks, that another pre- 
cept, equally new and no lefe excellipnt, is for- 
j.;ivenefs ot injiiriies : *| Ye have heard," fays 
Chrift to his difciples, ** Thou ftialt love thy 
ncirrhbor, and hate thine enemy ; but I fay unto 
you, love your enemies, blcfs them that curfe 
ycu, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for theni which defpitefully ufe you, and perft- 
cute ycu.^'f This was a leflbh fo hew, and h 
utterly upiknown, till taught by his d4)ctrihcs, and 
ejifoived by hVs cxatiipJe, that the wiTcft moral- 
ills of the wifeil nations and ages, rcprefentcd 
the deiire of revenge as a n)ark of a noble mirid, 
and tlie accompliibnient of it as one of the chief 
felicities attendant on a fortunate man. But how 
much moi-cf magn:;riinous, how much more benf- 
firi:il to m:iiikind, is forgivenefs ! It is more mag- 
nan imohs, bccnufe every generous and exalted 
difpofi-ion c'r the human mind is requifite to the 
jTaw'ticc oi' it ; for thefe alone can enable us to 
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^ ' '^ P.e.^riie's evidence?; p. 5c — 82* 
' f M.'Jtt.'v. 43. 
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bear the wrongs and iqfults of wickednefs and fol- 
ly with patiencp, And. to Jppk down on the per- 
petrators of them with pity, rather than indigna- 
tipn ; thefe alone can teach. us, that fuch are \iut 
a par;, of thofip fuSerings allotted to us yi tiiis' 
ftate of probation, and to know, that to qv^rcpme 
eyil with good, is thc; moft glorious of all viiftGi-: 
i^ies.. it is the tnpft beQffikraJi^bepaure this atniable 
conduit filpne can pu^ai> ^nd.tp an . eternal fuc- 
ccitiofi of injuries and rttajiations ; fpr every tc-f 
taliatipn bpcpme^ ^ oew ipjury; and requires ftni3K 
th?r a^ of re venae for f^iisf 4^100- But would 
wj? obferye this ffiTptary precept, to. love our ene- 
ini^s^ J|n.d to 'do good to jthdf?. wha defpitefully: 
Hfe us, thi§ o.bitin^tp beppyoleBce wputd at kit 
cijijqu^j: th0.fl>oft inyet^rat^ hearts; and weifhould- 
bay^i^0.€{«^9ii^a tp fargi*Me»;%i&)VM' ciiich npcrc 
ex^Uedi? cbayftder tb^rrfpre ha thriftianjinart)!', 
fuifering. .>Y^fh'^*^%"**^^Q^7*^d. praying for the 
g^i%yytlmrx\kstfLof: 9 pag^rr hero, breathing rffn 
W"gP? and deftrpying the innocent ! Vet, coble 
aod ^f?f^l as tliis^virtw is, \>efore the appearance 
oj ^his reiigipp, it was not only linpradiffed, hut 
decried in princip^ a$ mean .and ignominious j; 
tb^.pgh Tq ofevjptts di remedy formoft of ihemife^ 
id^>.of this life, a:n!ii fb necef&ry a qualification ipi;^ 
d>e hai>pinef$ of. another J.^. .. i . ' ■ 
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* Jcnyns's works, vol. II. p. 246 — 2 4 3. See 
Juftii> Martyr?s firftapolc^gy; J.XVIII— XXTII. 
Saint Cyprian's works, folio, p. 199, &c. Ham- 
mond^s works, idol* 1.. 'p. 196^' ic- Ldcke*8 
works, vol. n. p. 534,15; ^|..'. Bbrrow^s wcrks^ 
vol.. IL p. 151a, 4^c. QroiioSjVp. 106, &c. Ba* 
ron Bielafiield,'S'ckracnrs, iroL 1. p. 52- Har- 



XXIX. Excellence of the moral charac* 

TER OF THE APO&TLES. 

The charaSfer of the apoitles and fir ft pub- 
liihers of the gofpel,- is a ftropg* prefumptive ar- 
jTunient of the truth of the chriftian revelation. 
If the writings of an author aire the faithful pichirc 
of his heart, thcfe books have all the features of 
veracity that truth can imprefs." If one may 
judge from their hiftory, the apoftles^ oif all men, 
Peem leaft to have been aftuated by a fecnlar fpi- 
rit, the love of pleafurc, of riches, and wordly 
diftindtion. Avarice and intcreft could not fway 
them, for they voluntarily aband^ed aU their 
temporal connexions, and embarked in a caufe, 
which the world regarded to be, inthielaft degree^ 
wretched and deplorable. - l^cv exiled therii' 
felvcs from the proteftion and bofom of iheir na? 
live foil, left all the charities ()f father^ ffier, brQ- 
fher, and openly efpcTifed ^ religion that was eve- 
ry where fpoken againft ; to crufh which ih its 
infancy, all the principalities and powers of the 
world ^ood armed ; the magiftrate, in every re- 
gion, unfheathed his fword ; popular prejudice and 
iuperftition collected all their fury, and the whole 
pagan and jewijh hierarchy flood ready to over- 
whelm it with the whole accomulated weight of 
their authority and vengeance. 

They might have lived happy in their humble 

* » 

wood^s introduction, vol. I. p. «6, &c. Btnfon's 
chriftianity, vol. I. p. 36, &c. Leland's view oi 
deiftical writers, voL I. p» 468, &c. . And Tur- 
ner-en the pra^ic^ of religion, chap. Ill* 



retreat in :a .fequeftered and pli)fctire recefs, (pl-.^ 
iQwingi the occupation • pf their* ancjeltors, faf . 
from^e malice ^^nd perfecutipn of the world ;.. 
but the force of truth and th^ power of conyiq- . 
tion, impelled them to bid an everlafting fare- 
well to the world ; to diflolve all the bonds pf 
the tendereft union, aad .tearing themfelves a^. 
once from the embraces of their nearcft and dear- 
€(l relatives, and fropa all the ende^rme«ts of^ 
confanguinity and country, tp proclaim to man- 
kind the evidences and dodrines of the chrifti^n; 
religion, though bonds, imprifonments and death 
in every region awaited them I Ho>y c^n thefe 
things be accounted for, but from the force of 
truth, and the fulleft perfuafion, th^t the caufc, 
in which they were engaged, was the caufe of^ 
God, and that they were acting under a divine 

authority and x:ommiffion ! *f 

■ 

What encomiums do we find, in their writing?, 
upon fimplicity and godly fincerity J What folemrx. 
appeals to God for their integrity and veracity ! 
And what denunciations of divine vengeance prp- 

* This argument is well cxprefied by a cele-" 
brated poet. ' ' ' . 

Whence, btit from heaven yJhfiuU men unOiUl V* 
m arts, ' 

In Jifirent natiohr bortf, in different parts 
Weave J uch agreeing truths P CrhowP Orv)hyF 
Should all cortj^lre to cheat us with a lie P 
Unajky thflr pains, ungrateful their advice, 
Starving their gains, and martyrdom their price f 

Drydeh. 
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nbunced arainft infincerity 'and difiiniulation ; 
againft thofe who are- fwaycd by filthy- lucre ; 
who adulterate and corrupt truths and handle the 
word oi God deceitfully / • 
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And could all thefc pathetic exhortations to fin- 
cerity and probity ; all thefe proteftations of a 
facred and inviolable -love for truth ; all this 
vehemence againft liypocrify, flow from an heart,^ 
whofe whole Ihidy it was to palm a pious fraud 
upon mankind, and who only aflumed this fpe- 
cions dilguife the better to deceive and dupe the 
world ? Was there ever fuv h an amiable, uniform, 
virtuous cbnfiftency in the €harn<Sterofi7W/o/?crj.? 
Did ever an impojior expofc his pcrfon to fuch 
imminent dangers ) exchange worldly reputation, 
competence and eafe, for difgracc, contempt and 
death ; and iblely ai^ted by the love of God and 
truth, trnvcrfe fuch an immenfe tract of countn', 
reviled, abufed, infulted, in every, town and vil- 
lage, in which he delivered his credentials ? 

Impopure is ever ' upon the referve ; courts 
gluoiny re tireiiient ; cautioufly fhuns the rayj. of 
truth and inquiry, and deals in artifice. Where- 
as truth openly invites the infpeftion of the world; 
comes forth into the light that its nature and 
deeds iiMv be mde mariifeit, and publicly exhi- 
bits herfclf in tlie face of day in an artlefs unillf- 
giiiftd manner { 

The bleflVd apoftles, v/ith liberal and undyuDt- 
Ci\ fortitudj?, delivcriyJ their teiiiniony before 
iings and prii^ces ; prieft and magifirate ; Iwfore 
the moil* illulirious and dignified pcrfonages ; not 
allianied of the cavife they had ^fpoufed, but 
©peniy fubinicting its evideiK;es to a free ai^d iin- 



partiat eiaiTimationvS Their niinds vwcrc fo pcne-'. 
trattfd with aj conviftion of the truth pf the ggf- 
pel, that t)if y. eftetiped it^tih^ difiinEuiihed ho*., 
nor. and privilege to feaJ their, attjefbtion to it by . 
their lufFerings, and blefTed Cod that they were . 
accounted worthy to fulFer reproach and flianie 
for their profeffion I Poffmg through honor and 
dljhonor ;• thmugb.evU report and goad report ;. ati 
dcseivcTj and yet true I 

Never dcjeded ; never intimidated by gny 
forrowsand I'uiierings jthey endured ; but when 
itoned, nnpriloned and perfecuted in one city, fly- 
ing to another, and there preaching the gofpel 
with intrepid, bpldnefs and heavenly infpired 
zeali. Patient ,iu tribulation ; f^rvfint in fpirit ; 
rejoicing under perfecution ; calm and com-pofed 
under calumny and reproach ; praying for their 
enemies ; when in dungeons chearing tlie (ilent 
hours of night witii hymns ofpraife to God I-. 
Meeting death itfelf in the moft dreadful forms 
with which perfiecuting r^ge couid drefs ir, with 
a ferenity and exultation the iloic phiiofophy 
rxcver knew 1 . 

In all thefe public fcenes, (howing to the world 
an heart infinitely above what men vulgarly 
ftyle great and huppy ; infinitely remote from 
ambition, the luft of gold, and a paflion for popu- 
lar appLufe ; working with their own hands to 
ritiie a fcanty fiibfiftence for themfelves that they 
migl^t not be burdenfome to the focieties they 
had.forned ; holding up^to all> with whom they 
cpnvarfed,in iJie bright faithful mirror of their own 
bK*havioury the amiableuefs and excellence of 
the religion they taught ; and in every fcene 
ai^d cifci4in(tancc of ilfe; diftinguifhed for tbeir; 
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deveticm to God ; their iinconqoened* love of 
iTiaiikind ; their lacred regiirdi for truth ; their 
ielf -government,' lAoderiition^ humanity^ finceri- 
ty, and every divide^ fecial and moral virtue that 
cat) adorn and exalt a character ! 

Nor are there any featureis and charaAers of 
enthufl^ijm in the writings. they have left us. We 
iT^eet with no frantic fervors indulged ; no niou- 
ki/h abilradion from the world recommended ; 
no maceration of the body countenanced ; ho 
unnatural inftitutions eftabliihed ; no vain flights 
of fancy chcrifhed ; no abfurd and irrational doc- 
trines taught ; no difobcdience to any forms of 
"human government encouraged ; but all civil ef- 
tablilhments and focial connections are fuffered to 
remain in like 'fame itate they wereb^fore chriili- 
anity. So far do they appear from having been 
adtuated by a blind, undiiHnguifhing^ mechanical 
inipulie of enthufiadic h^at and rapture, that 
their writings have all the marks of a miod that 
was under the influence of found reafon, and 
cool deliberate judgment ; and are eminently dif- 
tinguiihed for tlie necellity of good works ; the 
improvement of the mind ; the ufe of reafon ; the 
inveftigation of truth ; the careful examination of 
the evidences of religion, anJ the ahfolute con- 
ne<^bon between our preient moral condu^ anJ 
our future reward. 

So far were the apnfjles from being enthufioftsy 
and initigated by a wild undii'cerning religions 
phrenzy to rnih into the jaws of death, when they 
might have honorably and lawfully efcaped it, 
thiit we find them, when they could, without 
woimding their confoipnces, legally extricating 
tbco^elves iirom perfec^tion and death^ taking 



f ^9f > 

r 

atl vantage of adventitibns circumftances, as Sf« 
Paul ingenioufly did at Athens,* pleading their 
privileges as f Roman citizens, and appealing to 
Cacfar's fuprenie jurifdidtion- 

Thus lived, wrote and died the apoftles ; prop- 

I 

* There was at Jftens a law, which made it 
capital to tntroduce or teach any hew gods in 
their ftate* Therefore when Paui was preach* 
ing Je/uj and the refurre^ion to the Athenians , 
fome of them carried him before the court of y^rc" 
epagus, the ordinary judges of criminal matters, 
and in a particular manner rntrufted with the 
tare of relig/otr as hairing broken this law, 'and 
keing a fetter 'forth bfflrange gods* In this cafe an 
fmj^c/?OA'Svoolil have retradVetf his do^rin« to {iav«^ 
faved his lif^, kHd^W -Hiihufin^h would have lott: 
his life without trying to favc it by innocent 
means.. St. Vaut did neither the one nor the o- 
ther ; he availed hiipfelf of an altar which he had 
found in the city, inscribed to the tfnknown God} 
and pleaded th^t he did not propofe to them the 
tvorfhip of anyiiew Gody but onV explained ta 
them one whomfHhiBir»giofvcrnmfent bad already 
received ; whom therefore ye ignorantly worfhiff 
him declare J unto you* By this he avoided the 
law, and efcaped being condemned by the AreO' 
pifgus, without departing in the leaft" from the 
trut^ of the-igofpel or vicJating the honor of God* 
An admirabJe proof of <he good fenfe with which 
he Sifted,, and 'one that ihews there v.-as no mix* 
ture of faipaticifm in hisreligioni Lyttelton ob the 
coaveriiqiiof St. Paul, p. 73,. 74- > 

t As St. Paid did, Ads xvi. 37. ch- 22, 25* 
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agating what they were convinced, upon xh^ i\xU 
U& evidence, was truth, with indefatigable in- 
duftry, exeinpljfying the priiiciples aiid tendency 
of the gofpel by all tljc charms oi ^parfonul con- 
du(S, ami by their illuftrious piety ; the^r difmter- 
dftednefa, and their contempt of death ; ihowino; 
that the chrillian religion was from God^ and 
publicly fealiiig iv«.f;^cp§AtFiitl^ an4'divin;ty witli 
their blood ! f 

: . ■■..■:■-.. 

XXX* The .rqsjtive .institutions . ar. 

CHMSTl^NlTY., .It^ *AVOJ^ OF IT? PXVI(I£ 
ORIGINAL* 

It is much to the bonpf* of chrlfiianityj tha( 
H^ P^Jhm rites ^re lb, fe\Vj ^n4 Jfp oI^tiom^' H) tb^ 
i;neaneii c^pis^lx'ips^ Qhriili9HJpy.Js;^at 'a. re(igify) 
th^t is jioadfid \\'ith fupeifftitiQus ori^Hiefits an4 
oitetttatious. derpratiQi:^]^ i^'i^.qpttlil^ci th^ jfzjr^ 
iCuperftjcipn, full ofextenial par^d? arx^ p9gfi2fi)!:«! 
ry ; ^ifplaying apwpbus gliuor an4 glare of efu-i 
bellifhmcnt and Ihow. The {htv^ch, YihichChrj/i 
creAed, 13 not liKe th^ fpaicipuf magftifi^ent donie^ 
in ancient Uw^, fille4 with.ppmppMS. f^criiicQ^, 
v^i^h hecatombs ^f vj^ms ; haying buodc^ds o( 
l^iefts emplayed ; fome ^dedicating theamipaJ } 
tome .in ikying it, according : tq the forms pre.-; 

W>*^.*^ *^ ?5^ *<^ *<>• *^ 

f See GaftrcPs chriftian rev. p. 250 — 272- 
Morels theological works, p. 223, &€• Baxter's 
works, vol* IL p* no — Z13* Ditton on this 
riJlurrcc^n,part m. J.XXI-r-XXXIV. •Fof. 
ter againft Tiiodal, p. 108* Crotius p. 146—- 
AndjH[arwood's.intro4u£^ipn,Vo]* L^p. 72, fcc* 
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fcribed ; others in irifpeftirig the entrails, arid 
progiTofticating happy or uilhapt)y e^leiits to the 
votary ; others in burning parts of the vlftim 
upon the facred aitar, ihd- placating the refent- 
ment of their offended detttes; by a thoaflnd wild 
'and enthufiaftic extf avagdnci^s* 

A beautiful elegant finiplicity of worfhip cha- 
fadteriTes the gofpel. It is a relijgiort that is di- 
vefted'of all vairi'pomp and pagcfAntry ; requirirtg 
froTtr its votaries po facrifice but that of a gooa 
heart and a good life. Thie go/pel is like lis found-' 
er, plain and unaffefted ; it hath, like its auth6r, 
nothing external to dazzle and aftonifh ; it re- 
commends itfelf by its internal native goodnefs 
excellence and worth.,*," As God is a Ipirit, the 
ofpelrquir^s a fpiritiial'worihip. The chiHftiah^s 
jod requires not to be arppeafed by coftly obla- 
tions; expehfiVe offerings and clouds of fragrant 
ipcrfume, as the Gods tfie" ancient heathens wor- 
ihipjped required, abd as the Gods which are now 
woi*ihipped in th« populotls countries of Indii, 
Tartary, and China, require from their votaries. 

The religion of Jpfus isdefti'uite of all this fan- 
taftic ornament. The yoke of this' mild inftitutida 
is eafyy and its Jjurdents light. The pofitive rir^s 
it ordains are only fdiir, Bapti/m, the Lord's Sup' 
per, the injHtution of the fabhathy and worjhipping 
God through a mediatorp 

TJie^r/? is a fmiple initiatipn into the fociety 
of its profeffors, by the iexprefiive tfnhlem of wa- 
ter, vhich denotes purity. The fecond \s a plain 
fyntholical commemoration of the death of its 
founder, on the balls of \vhich event its whole fa- 
biic is fupported. The third inftitution is every 



I 
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Vf^y fitted to keep alive in our minds a conftaiit 
animating fenfeof.pur obligations to God and 
Cbfiit^ and of dgx duty to Qur&lv<« and others, 
by calling our mind$ from the diflradion of fecu> 
1^ paresy and poflVfling them with an afie&ing 
fenfe of their everlaftiqg interefts. The fourth 
appointment tends to infpire us with die moft 
venerable ideas of the majelty and goodnefs of 
God, and of the love and benevolence of that ex- 
alted being, through whojn we are permitted 
this free and liberal accefs to the deity; and is 
defigned as a means toreplenilh pur jiearts with 
grace, ^nd to impart to us thofe bl^eijuigs we 

. Thefe inftituted rites, and appointments con- 
(pire to ad4 a fuitable dignity and glory to t.he 
christian rpligion ; recommend it to our accept- 
ance qis a molt mild 'and merciful difpenfation ; 
eafy in its performance ; worthy the fpiritual na- 
ture and perfe(ilions of the divinity, apd contain- 
ing the beft moral means for accomplifhing the 
. wifeft and noble eftd^^ 

*' There is ^ot, fays Dpftor Price, a more 
ftriking recommendation of chriltianicy than its 
iimplicity ; or its freedom from the incumbrancer 
of fiiperfluous rites and ceremonies. Other re- 
ligions arc loaded with thefe, which have ateu- 
^dency to hurt thp interells'of morality, by turn- 
ing the attention of men from it, and leading them 
to feek the favor of God more by an exaftnefs in 
outward forms, than by a virtuous tempef and 
pra<5lice» * ' . ^ 

Chriftianity contlemns, in the ftrongefl; lac- 
' &^!^&^i ^his dangerous fuperftition; ajffuriiij us 
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that thtrfe who arc chargeable with it ftall ^ re* 
ccivc th€ greater damnation ;' that: ^ God re- 
quires mercy; and not fach facrificc •/ and that' 
true religion confifts, not in any ritual, fer'^ices,^ 
but in * rightcoufncfs, and peace, and joy in the 
holy gJiofti'* 

XXXI. The gospel ENfoRCED b^'diVine 

AUTHORITY. n. 

The authority by which the gofpel-wisenfor*. 
ced, was moft facred^ fdch as ^ was neceflary daly« 
to fan^on iu injunftions. Whcii our Saviour 
had ended his fermon on the mounts it is obfer* 
v«d, that the maltiiude was^q/idni^ed at his doc- 
trine' ; zvA thereafon of this eff^^\» alledged,. 
becaufe he taught them as one having authority ; 
cloathed with a divine coramifliony and folemnly' 
addreifing them in the name and authority of 
Godi 

Atf the precepts and lefTons of inftruftion the 
wifeft ancients ever delivered, in a great degree 
loft their efficacy, in the reformatioii of mankind, 
as they had no other authority to feal and confirm 
them than what was merely human* f Socrates 



* Price^s diflcrtations, p. 370, 371. Sec Hook- 
er's ecclcf* pol. p* 2x4* JUarrow's works, vol. I. 
p. 57,^408, 483* vol.'III^ p. 255. Prid. con. vol. 
II. p. 562. Weekly mifcellany, vol. I. p. 73, &c. 
Deifd* revealed, vol. XL p. 86, &c. Benfon's 
chridianity, vol. I. p. 41, &c. And Harwood's 
introduction, vol. I. p. 36, &c. . 

f See this argument moft excellently repre* 

Bb 
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was lb convinced of this^ that he paQioi^atelj^ 
wiihes for a future meiTenger frdn heaven, aiK 
thorized with proper credentials, to teach men 
morality with greater efficacy than he had done.* 
A well attefted divine authority was greatly want- 
ing to give the dodrines of human philofbpby 
their proper fanftion. The Platonic, the Peripa* 
tetic, tht Stoic, the Epkurcmi philofophy .widely 
differed. Where- muft the common people, in 
heathen cour^tries, g6 for inftruAion ? Their wife, 
•nd eminent fa'gejs wbre divided ; their affeniehs 
and names did nor alve their rcfpecKve fyflems 
any proper validity. Some of their fyftems were 
atheiftical ; fome vifionary and romantic. What 
power had theft philofophers to reclaim and re- 
form the world ? What authority could they 
plead, except; the authority of their fpeculative 
tireams and ideal reveries, to enforce their doc- 
i/ine5, flndgain them a ^^m^j/ reception among 
men I What good effefts did the philofophy of 
Szcriites, Plato, Cicero, and j^ntomnus produce in 
the lives and morals of mankind > ■ 

. We find that . moft of the philofophers and 

fchted and largely difcnfled by Mr. Locke, in 
his rcafonalslenefs of the chriflian religion, works, 

vol. 11. p. '575 — 579^ 

* Plafoms Alcib. vol. II.- p. 150- edit. 
SrrrrnU A declaration fimilar to this, coi^ern- 
iig the reafonablenefs of believing that the Cods 
^T fn?)d deTcend from heaven to innruft mafikind, 
ArHtotle m-ide a little before his death. Vid. 
falnicii biol. tom. II. lib. IJI* p. 166. Bayle's 
rhct. jart. Anft-oiAc-, ^t\«\ ^i^wUy* V.it» ptil- 



( a>9» ) 

lawgivers of ahtiquky vrCre obliged to haye re* 
courfe to pious frauds^ and tofatjify and counter- 
feit the authority of fome of their delt'^es, to 
give their laws and mjun^hns weight with the 
people. 

How bfiniieljy therefore, hath the chrtJiidH 
religion the advantage of thefe heterogeneous 
bodies of human philofophy, which is fealed with 
ihe (ignet of God, and ratified and confirmed by: 
the moll venerable and facred authority of him 
who came from heaven, invcfted with a 'dhTirtc 
commiJpQH to reform and inftrufi' the world \* 

XXXIL Christiahity compatible with 

KZASOM AND PHILOSOPHy.f 



€i 



Philosophy^ fays the learned Baron Bid- 



* See Locke's worka^ vol. II. p. 353, ^54, 
Harwood's introdoiflioo, vol. I. p. 6o> &c. Ham- 
mond and Burke tt ou M;att. ViL 28^ 29* 

f The following refledtcms on true phihfophy^ 
and the danger tS truing too much to our 
faculties, cxtraftcd from the Abbe Lc Blanc's 
letters on the £nglj/h and French nations^ letter 
XLIX, will not, it is imagined, be unacceptable 
to the reader. 

*' *There is netfaing, fays he, fo improperly 
made^fe of as the name 9f phihfopher. It is giv- 
en to many perfons who ire »nwoi^ihy of it j* and 
many boldly aCorne it, without having the Italt 
titl5^3 it. He who fpcnds hit life in doing noih- 



fcUy'n intimately coniiedeJ wi^ ckrlfiiuii iheolo- 



ing ; and he who labors hard in doing .thing( 
which amount to nothing, equally ftyle themfelvcs 
fhilo/pphers, ^nd have, indieed, an equal, title to 
the name ; but he, whofe morals are fcandaleus, 
frofanej this name, when he attributes it to him- 
felfr' 

Fhilofopby b not a fyftem of lUcrtmi/m, that 
abandons us to all ibrts of . vice i On the contra- 
ry, it is the fearch after wifdom ; and what is 
w^dom but the knowledge of , true happinefs ^ 
Aud does not reaifon, >vhcn enligbteped, teach 
us, that happinefs cannot be obtained bvit by ful* 
fulling our. duty? 

There is a philoTophy .that :has nothing leTs 
than the whole viflble world for its obje&, and 
which but few people can attain to ; there -.is alfo 
a pbilofjQphy more advantageous to fociety, and 
which every . one. may arrive at.; it is that whicb 
teaches the hufband, how he fhould live with his 
wife ; the father, how he ihould edqcate his 
children ; the mafter, how he iliould conduct 
himfelf towards his ifervants ; in (liprt, it is that- 
which makes a good parent, a good friend,. a.good 
member of fociety, a virtuous citizen* If this 
philofophy is as u/ncommonly ^ as it.ougl^t to be 
frequently met with in the world, let us candidly 
own that it is to the reproack of human natural 

If 

Theophraftus faid, that human knowledge, 

with the help of the fenfes, might judge of things 
to a certain degree^ but muft Hop when it arrived 
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gy* The aid, however, of the former, is to be 
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at the /r/? cdufe, cither on account of its inex- 
pHcable nature, or the narrow limits of the hu- 
man underftanding. Our modern philofophers 
have been too confidenU Sereral of Lord Bacon's 
difciples have loft themfelves ; fome, by leaving 
the paths he had cleared for them ; and others, 
by daring to penetrate into thofe abyfles which 
had checked the prog^efs of that great philofo- 
pher* Collins, Tinoal, and the Earl of Sbaftfbu- 
ry, loft themfelves, by endeavoring to go beyond 
the lioiits of human knowledge. 

Thus men have run into the greateft errors^ 
under the pretence oi Jhaking off xht prejudices cX 
the age they live in ! Let us not, with the vul- 
gar, admire the Cynic in his tub, who endeavored 
to acquire the reputation of a wife man, by dif< 
regarding all the laws of modefty and decency f 
The rags he affeded to cover himfelf with, were 
the livery of his pride ; and his pretended wifdom, 
more ridiculous than all the follies he arrogantly^ 
cenfured ! When waihin^ his cabbage, and feeing 
Ariftippus pafs by, he faid to him ; * If you could 
live upon cabbage you would not make your court 
toa tyrant-'* Ariftippus very juflly replied ; ' If you 
coold live among men you would not waih cabbage ! * 

Where does not human reafon ftray to } Dcmbt Is 
the road that leads us to the light of truth ; but 
if we 60 notwaikvery cautioujly in it, we are in ex- 
treme danger of falling into ^h^o\\xt€ freptitifm f 
Ij ii not furprifing that men ihonld ectJeavor to 
acquire the efteem of the publiic^ iyj ftriviiig fo 

» 3 
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en^liipyfid with caution, and n not to be regarded 
as the foundation of the chriftian doftrines^ but 
only as a mean by which they may be explained 
and enforced* 

The holy fcripturcs conflitute the true bafis of 
revealed theology ;.^Mo/o/^^^ concurs, notwith* 
ftanding, to prove the exiftence of the fupreme 
being, and th^ neceffity of the creation of the 



break the moft facred band of all focieties, in 
declaring their opinions to others, that there is 
neither virtue nor vice ; truth nor reality ? 
Though fuch as aifeft to doubt of every thing, 
^re ineepable of demonibrating any thing, their 
no^axims are, notwithftanding, of the molt perni- 
cious conlequeuQe to morality. 

Mr. Locke remarks, that ' knowledge is as 
grateful to the iinclerftanding, as light to the 
eyes.' But in metapbyfics, as well as in natural 
philofophy, there are precaution/ which the de- 
fefts of our organs make neceffary, to prevent 
the inconveniencies our curiofity might expofc us 
to. I'here sire fome objefts which fatigue us by 
too much attention ; and the refult of all our en- 
deavors- to comprehend them, h trouble 2Xid son* 
fuj!on» And there are objeds which blind thofe 
who are obftinately determined to gaze on them* 

The ipajn who knows not the ftrength or ^w- 
er of his light, is generally deceived by it. #The 
great opinion v- e have of our knowledge ^ is a prin- 
cipal caufe of Our ignorance ;. and confidence in 
o\^ ftrength, 4j». tbe.Qccafion of o]xr imhcciStji^' 
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the univcrfc by almighty God. Pnilofcphy 
furniihes^ alfo, plaufibie conjectures concern- 
ing che intention of the Almighty in creating 
the world; it proves the neceffity of a per- 
petual power to preferve it ; it fuppofes, that 
as God could not produce any thing that was 
not perfect in its kind^ he could not have created 
man as he now is; ic vindicates the condudk of the 
fuprerne being in appointing chailifements for 
tranfgreliions, by lliewing that moral evil was not 
introduced into the world by abfolute neceffity, 
but by the abufe of liberty, the moft noble prero- 
gative of the human foul ; it approves the necef- 
iity of a mediator ; it, iofome degree, furniihes ar- 
guments for the belief of the immortality of the foul, 
and of a future ftate that has a relation to the moral 
actions of this life ; and it like wife contributes to in- 
fpireusvvithloveto God, as a being of infinite per- 
fection ; of gratitude towards him, ab our creator 
and preferver, and of fubmiffion to his will, as the 
fupreme governor of the univerfe.''* 

• 

" Though the doctrines of chriflianity, fays a 
judicious author, may,infome inftances, traKfcend 
hutnan rcAfon, not one of them contradWs it* 

That there is a mediator between God and 

m.in, cannot appear contrary to reafbn, nor in 

any any degree improbable, when we confider, 

that all the good things we receive, though the 

free gifts of God, are conveyed to us by the in« 

terveation of various agents and in/truments* ' - 
I 
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* Bielfeld's ekmenis of univerfa] erudition^ 
vaI.tp-.30, 3 !• 
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Ihat the divine difpenfations with refped tb 
the homan race, ihould comprehend a loog train « 
of e&^ and caufes, and a long fuccefibn of years, 
will not feem extraordinary to thofe who have 
ubfer^e^^ thai the growth of plants and animals, 
and ail the operations of nature, are progreffive 
and gradual* The do<bine of the incarnation, is 
not to us more unintelligible, than the union of 
an human hody, with an human foul* 

To atone, voluntarily, for the fins of another, 
may be as poiTible to a fuperior being, and as con- 
Iboant to equity, as, among' inferior beings, for 
one man, gratuitoufly,topay the debts of another* 
That the grace of God (hould exert itfelf in fup- 
porting, cnerilhing^ and fan6Hfying a real profef- 
fdr of cbriftianity, is as eafijy undeHlood, as any 
other exertion of divine goodnefs. And that 
there iiiould be a refurreftion of the body, isfuit- 
able to many analogies in nature, and, particular- 
ly, that alluded to by an apoftle, of a new and 
flourifhing vegetable, rifing from a buried and 
corrupted grain of corn-''* 

When men, indeed, injudichufly endeavor io 
explain the myilerics of cbriftianity, they general- 
ly expcfs their Jolly and embarrafs thefuhje^^ So 
limitted is the human cap/ictty, that bodi the chrif- 
tian and philofopher, frequently render them- 
felves contemptible in their attempts "to elucidate 
fubjedsy by them incapable of being explained or . 
comprehended, f Reafon, however,, may tipprm'c 



*■■ Seattle's evidences, p. 95, 96* 

t Human pride and folly frequeotly caufe meii 
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of that which cai>QOC be defined ; aad as the phU 
lofopher daily gives his afftnt to fa£^s which to 
him are incompreheofibleyf it is aot derogatory ta 

««» v^« *^«^^ ««%<^ «««««« 

1 

to boaft of their acquifitions of kmwhdgf ; ex- 
trsmely i^^fr/J?i5F, however, is the knowledge ob- 
tained by the m^Ji indufiriotts tad faguchus of 
tnen*- 

■ . . » ■ 

^* We !know nothio2» fays a judicious, (chplar 

and crit:c^ but as in a dream; and, in reality, we 
ar^ ignorant of all things. .And this igjaofaixce 
vould. be the object of ourjfti/y, was it oot con- 
cealed from us by our jpr/V(?/ Theia^itfriyx^iM 
quedion divided djl the. great genia^es .of antiqui- 
ty, and aftier a difpuution.of three thoulandy ears, 
is ftiU . uodcj t?rw»ed ; ! 

Thales and his followers, to the'days of Plato, 
denied ^.i^ii^KMm, as "Plti^arcb informs us* .M^ 
of ;hofe>>Yho fucceeded then^, -fvoiA'Diemocritus 
afnd .Epicurus, ,to the late refiprtrs of atomieal 
philoipphy, haiv^ilr^uoufly aJTer&ed it, and the 
poii>t 16 dill debated .wifharjiQr. That di^gree.of 
certainty whtqh. .the tcademicks fought. for, 
through a mvJu^u4eof rea(on]ngs, (erved pn|y to 
btci^^y theni' in^q af general uncertainty. All 
kiiosivledge, mcrt^ly human, is weak and unliable ; 
and TRUTH, as>well as Gj^ACEycame bv Jksus 
CiiRiST.'* Rapin's critical works, vol. II* p* 495* . 

f %> circunifcribed is the capacity of man, that 
:n its iiiofl inipi:0;ved ftate, it is altogether unable 
fuliy to comprehends even a fin^e material <|b* . 
.c<it. , 
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tkc chrUtian to believe' truths communicated th 



*' The mofi common produftions of nature, 
fays a writer, appear inconceivable to the vfi/fft 
of men* The fpider'i web furpaffes our imder- 
ftuttlins ; the art of the filk worm and' the bee, 
iafiipenor.to oar apprehenfion ; the fly and the 
ant, are objei^s we cannot comprehend ; man, 
indeed, knows nothing ferfe£fly of the works of 
clreation.'' ' Rapin's critical works, vol* I*p* 495. 

' It is airerted,'by the heft writenr on the fub- 
jeft, that the objects receivetl by . the eye are 4n* 
wrted* How therefore idoe's it happen, diat thef 
appear nniformly ere£t and in their proper pofi* 
tiOiV-? Itisrifo declared,- that the eyes of man, 
being two, they receive from the thing before 
him a dottbk imfrr^tw* 

By what means does the fame perfon, expcri- 
men'tatly, behold but one imp-effi^n from one ob- 
jeft? A fatisfadory folution even dithefequef' 
tipnSfU, perhaps^ not to be expected fironrphiloio* 
phy. And how perfefUy unable are we to com- 
prehend the magnetic fluid ; the eleAric, in cer- 
tain .conditions ; the newly discovered metallic 
influence ; the living principle of plants and ani- 
nals p heat and light, in a latent ftate ; the c^ofe 
of gravitation ; and of cohefive and eleftric at- 
tratftions ? 

i 

■ And yet vain man, with bold preliimption, 

anempts to fcan the truths which God has been 

pleafed to reveal to him ; and 1>ecaufe by him 

they cannot be fitlly comprehended^ to difcard 
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him by dhhe authority^ though the^ arc abore 
the comprehenGon of reafon* 

Of this fentimeat waa that great.mafter of rea- 
fon, 'Mr. Locke* 

*' I gratefully Tcctivt^ hys he y and rcjoic^ln 
^e light of revelation, which affords mc fatisfac* 
tion ill many things my reafon coyAd not compre* 
hendn^** And having adopted it as a general 
maxim, that ** reafon muft be our guide in everjr 
thing/' he adds, ** I do nor mean that we miift 
confult reafon and examine, whether a propoGtion 
revealed from Ood, can be explained iy natural 
principles, and if not, that it (hould b6 rejected* 
But confult reafon we muft, and b^ it eyamthe 
whether the proportion is from Ood or not«— - 
And whatever restfon perceives to be a revelation 
from heaven, it ihould then embrace^ and regard 
as agreeable to.its di£tates.'^f 

Conformable to this opinion, the limits of rea- 
fon and &itb 2^1e thus defined by rhe fame authbn 
^^ Reafon, fays he, as diftinguifhed from faith^ 
I cfteem to be the difcovery of the certainty or 
probability of fuch propoGtions, \vhich the mind 
arrives at by dedud^ns made from ideas which it 
has obtained by the ufe of its natural faculiiis. 
Faith is our aflent to a propoGtion^ upon th^ cr^it 



I 

them ahfalGtiesI Such is his folly and impiety I 
* Works, vd. I. p. 573. + lb. p. 334. 
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that it proceeded from God, ia fome extracM^ma* 
ly way of communioation/'*' 

'* Reafon, it is added^ is a nattiral rcuelHim^ 
whereby the eternal father of light, and foontain ' 
of all knowledge, communicates to mankind, tfaofe 
truths which he .has placed- within the reach of 
their natural faculties* Revelation is' naturalrea- 
fou .enlarged' by new iUfcoveries communicated 
^ by God immejiiately^' of. which reafon. deter- 
laines.the truth by the teftimonies afforded, that 
thjsy caine from God.^. Thus, far the dominion of 
f^aith extends, and without, any; violence offered 
to reafpoj which, is nQt iajure^i i>iit affiled and 
Lpuproved' by new ^di/coveries of truth, proceding! 
&om tha Qte|-iia|.rour(;e ,of knowlc;3gC«. - Divine 
r^V^Lation, (Hould over-rule all our opinions and 
prejiudices, and be received withfuU sdTenb 

Such a fubmiflioa of our reafon to faith de- 
ftroys. not the principles of knowledge ; under- 
mines not the foundation of reafon,;. robs us not 
oTtfie life of oUr mental faculties,' but occafions 
u^ to exercife, them a&reciable to the 'iv ill of our 
cjreator.V-j- 
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; *tb.p. 329. 

f fb. p. 3^r. " Thc*greateft fervice, fays 
Mr. Rollin, that philofophy can be to man, is to 
difpofe hi« to receive, wnatevcr is taught by di- 
vine revelation, with. docility and refpeft.' Phi- 
lofophy caufes bini to comprehend, that^every 
thing miift be filent before God, reafon as wfcll 
as feiife ; as nothing" is more reafonable than to 
give ear when Gcdipeafcs ; that it mull not fecni 
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As reafon may thus fubfcrve the bejt intere/fs 
of mankind, it is to be deplored, that through 
vice and folly, it fhould, at any time, be em- 
ployed to their injury ; be excrcifcd, »ot to fane- 
tion and commend divine revelation ; but to 
calumniate and oppofe it ! The following reflec- 
tions on the ufe of philofophy, in religion, by an 
author of eminence, juftly merit attention. 

'^ The firft inftrument, fays he, that religion 
makes ufe of in edabliihing its hrws and maxims, 
is reafon ; but reafon cannot properly exercife 
itfelf without the aid oi philofophy y which fupplies 
ir with principles and reduces them to order* It 
is^ therefore, of the higheft importance that our 
philofophy is found, that it may l)e able to im- 
print a juft character on our underftanding, and 
condud us into the right path* In this refpeA, 

Orange to reafon that it is made to fubmit to di- 
vine authority in .fuch fciences as arc fuperior to 
its comprehenfion ; that as it gives its aifent to a 
thoufand things in nature, which ffanfcend the 
human underitanding, there is ftill greater reafon 
rorefped the veil which it has pleaied God to caft 
o\er fome articles of religion. 

There are leifons which philofophy affords ; 
not that prefumptuous and vain philofophy, which 
we are cautioned to beware of, and which by ex- 
plainiijg what it believes, often annihilates what 
it ougQt to believe ; but that philofophy which 
is wife and folid, founded upon the aftual princi- 
ples and purcft lights of natural reafon." Belles 
lettres, vol. IV. p. 232, 233. 

C c 
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as Lnftnnthis obfrrves, philolophy mny be oi 
•j^rest ad\ antage to us. 

But men too often ft/ff«r themftlves to be de. 
prived of the ttjfft/fuKte they fnight receh'c from 
philofophy, by msJckig un Ul u/i of k ; by fuffer- 
ing themfeh'cs to be ffiifguided by paiKon or pre- 
judice. It was, th«*efare, reAiarbed by CaUieles^ 
in Plato, th^it religion is always in danger of being 
inifapplied by ^ilofc^by. Faith is aii holy prin- 
ciple thateaiindtrraitttt incornipe in a mind tain- 
ted tvithfalib ^hin^les. 

It is riot neceflory -we fliouW be phHvJiphcrsbe' 
fore we IbaH h^conit ch'l/fh!t7s ; or that tbe wif- 
itwn <)f the work! fliould be the ftandard of hea- 
venly T^ilclom ; but diatborfihflofopliy ftiouMbe 
juft, that we may be prefcrved from error. It 
was, therefo;-e, with great propriety, that Saint 
Paul exhortctf theltrft chriftianrs, to • beware, left 
any man Ihould fpoil them through phil«fophy 
and vain cfeceir ; after the tradition of men ; af' 
uv the rudiments of the "world, -and not after 
ChriCl.* 

The world was thenfo much infcdled with the 
•nnnierous and contra Uiclory opinions of pk'thfi' 
i)r,tfrs. that 3 tliriflian was obliged to exercife great 
\ i^ilancc and care to prevent his being feduced 
1>," > ain philofophy. It is a remark of Tertullian, 
that the great lource of the fir ft herefies, was the 
<oinmerce that the atiihors of them malntaired 
wiih tlie errors of phrlofoph}'. 

• 

The Valentii-iians, aaainft whom Ir«na'js 
V rote, or inflated in the fchool of Diogenes and 
h picjrio ; the Gnofiicks fi-om the fchool of P:a- 
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to, and the Manichecs from ch4t gf Pythagor<u<i 
Marcioa became an here<kk by cherUhing the 
dodlriiie of Zcno ; and Manes borrowed his prin- 
ciples from a Saraecitical piylofqpher* 

Saiut Jerome aflures us> tli^t \t^9^ihe mcr^l 
phih/ophy of t4>e Sloiffkf, vfhkh j;av.e rife to the 
errors of the Pelagian^ And this unhuppji 
ejftci of the feeming dependance of rehgion up- 
on philofophy, which was complained of in the 
anclfint churchy has bceii -too fr^uent in the tno- 
ilern. PoiTeviuus faysi, that it is ifwredible ho'.v 
many itifideU have been maae in E^iropey by i;eadr 
iiig the works of Averroes* Aiphonius^ king of 
Caiiile, with great impijety^. vas. led to c«n- 
fure the works of God^ by ata ac<|uainianoe onlj^ 
with the Arabian philofophers^ and by his co::- 
yerfe with aSpaniJhjew, vi^^o dilcourfea ou Hi^ 
«]^ida.tioa of the ^-n^an^tit. 

Agrlppa tle;baa/tb^d lui underftaiicling hy rend- 
mg Porphyry., Pnotcljos and PlofTus ; or, ^s h^ 
iuiQ&lf confeited, by ^he fiattniok phiiofophy.-*- 
Scrvettis of Spain^ and Socixus of italy, ^rv:ed 
their wtpwus inncn^thns m religion upoa errone- 
ous principles of philofophy. N^hiiig, ifideed, 
tends fo much to the corruption of the heart, as 
thecorrtiptiofi of the UAiLerftaDding, and nod any 
dkiflg is fo inimica} to t)»e intsreHs o£ true rcti- 
gkn a& is the influence of f^ifs fihiU/ifhy ; f©r 
i«en do not becoiae die diik'i{^ of T&VTHin 
m the fcbool of F^iiSjEitoiOD i''* 

« 

* Rapla's critical vrorks, .▼«l. II. p. 4^0 — 403* 
Ses Haramood'fi works, toI. 1. p. 191, &c. Jenic- 




H 
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AVING offcred.thefe confidcrations, which, 
it is prefuincd,muft be pcrfedtty fatisfadlory 



«^«l^>«^^t.^^*.^l«^1«^V.^^ 



ins'schriftianityy vol. II. chap. XI. Deifm reveal- 
ed, vol. I. p. 157; Biftop Gibfon's I pailoral 
ietter, p. 4 ; and BenfoQ^s chriitianity, vol. I. p. 

44- 

As the limits of this publication, will not per- 
mit the author to dwell longer on thefe pfijitke 
arguments in favor of the thrift ian religion, it 
may not be unofeftil, to mention here fome 
other topics, on this particular, with references ro 
ibme authors who treat on the fubjeds. 

I. The importance of divine revelation* 
Locke's works, vol. II. p. 530, &c. Du Pin's 
canon of frriptuie, vol. I p. 230, &c. Hammond's 
works, vol. I. p. 196, &c. Addifon's evidences, 
p. 176 — 2 1 o. Piice's dilFertations, p. 361, &c. 
Bifliop Gibfon's II paftoral letter, p. 51^ &c. Sir 
Richard Bulftrode's eifays, p. 310, &:c. Turner on 
the pradice of religion, chap. IV. V^ Beattie's 
evidences, ch. I. 

II. The mofaic hiftory fuperior to any mon- 
uments of heathenifm. Tertullian's apology, 
chap. XIX. Du Pin's eccledaftical hiftory, vol. 
I. p. 9. Winder's hiftory of knowledge, vol. II- 
chap. XVII. Grbtius on the truth of the chriftian 
religion, p. ^3, &c. Bofluet's univerfal hiftnrv^ 
vol.11, p. 145- « 

III. The Pentateuch the only ancient, and 
authentic hiftory of Egypt. Winder's hiftory 



tpjevery k\gefiiaQi|s mind in queft erf" trutb, in fd- 

ly. The wifdom aad mtcgjnty of Mcife?. 
Warburtoa's divine letgation, vol. IV. p. y i »• 4cc. 
Stackhoufe^s body ot diyinity, vol. I. p. 25? 
Winder's hiftory of knowledge, vol. II. p. 10 1. 

V. Tka excellence ;ind tri^th of the moi^ic 
hiftory- Du Pin'3 canon, vol. i. chap. III. 
Jenkins's chriftiaaity, vol. I. p. j6, &:c. p. 137, ftc# 
Kijddar on the pent^ticiich, vol. I. qiff. Wi^d^r'a 
hift. of knowledge, vol. II. chap. VIII. $uck-h^ 
Bod. div. vol. I. p. 25, 26. 

VI. The predidtioas of Mo&s. Juftin Mar* 
tyr's apology $ LXXL Jenjcins's chriftianity, 
vol. J. p. 141^ {cc. .Stackh. bod« div. vol. I. pw 
27. Newton's prophefics, vol.1, diff. Vli VIX. 

VII* Miracles of N^fetS. Sa^irin's dSTerta- 
tions, diff. XL VI. I^XU* Grotius on the itrutH 
of the ehriftiw ;fcligion, .p. ai, &c* Winder's 
htit.of knoKvledge, prcf..p. 9. Jejjkins'js oferHti- 
^nity, vol- I. p. 151, &c. .&tackbQllfe^^ hjftory 
of the bible, apparatus, p. 1.9. ^od body of divini* 
ty, vol. I. p. 27, 28. 

Jtf lll. The promulgation of ihe Uw on MoiTnt 
SinSl. Saarin's diflSertations, <kff. iLlI. Staokr 
bonfe's htft. vol. I. p. 425 ; and b^. div. vol L 
p. 44* Dr. GiU's commontary ta exod. J^HI^ 
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vor of the authsnticity of the holy fcrifturesy at- 
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IX. The laws of MofeS could not have been 
invented, changed nor falfified by men. Sau- 
rin's difiertations, vol. I. p. 629, &c. Jenkins's 
chriftianity, vol. I- p.. 169, &c. Leflic's truth of 
chriftianity demonftrated, p. 45, &c. Burnet on 
the XXXIX articles, p. 103, 104, 105. 

X. Excellence of the do^rines of fcripturc. 
Grotius, p. 98. &c. Rapiri's critical works, vol. 
II. p. 44c. Jenkinses chriftianity. Vol. I. p. 3:11, 
&c. Stackh. bod. div. vol. I. p. 56 • and hid* 
bib. appar* p. 18. Leland's view of deillical 
writers, vol. I. p. 456. 

XI. Excellence of- the devotional parts of the 
old teftament. Medc's works, p. 285. Light- 
fool's works, vol. L p. ^26, &c. Stackh." hift. bib. 
vol. I. p. 476. Knox's difcourfes, vol. I. p» 
196, &c. 

XII- Faftsof the old teftament well attefted. 
Saurin*s diflertations; vol. I. p« 131, &c. Whit- 
by's certainty of the chriftian faith, p. 36, ko 
Jof. ant. lib. I. chap. Vil. Examination of can- 
didates for holy orders, p. 1 13,' &c. Leland's 
view of deiftical writers, vol I. p. 452, &c» vot 
II. p. 367, &c. 

XIII. Facts of the new teftament dulyfMj^ 
thendcated. Sharf e's I argument, p. 8, &c. p't 25, 
&c. Jenkins's chriftianity, vol. I. chap. XV J-i. 
Leflie's truth of chriftianity demonftrated, p. 45, 
&c. Billiop Gibfou^ I paftoral letter, p. a'l*. 
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tention (hall now be paid to the futile objedlons 
of Mr. Paine, againft their credtbility* 
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Leland's view of deiftical writers. voU I. p- 452, 
453. vol. II. p. 83, &c. Rami ay's. life of 1 eneion, 
p. 233. Maundr. trav. p. f2. Sand. trav. 
p. 164. 

XIV. Excellence and importance of the hiflo- 
ry of the old teftament. Warburton's divine 
legation, vol. IV. p. 3 44 v 345- Winder's hifto- 
ry of kno^^ ledge, vol. IL p. 74, Sec- Stackb- 
hill. bib. appar. p. 18 : and bod. div. vol. I. p. 
25. Knox^s difcourfes, vol. I. p. i y^ — 204- 

XV. Agreemert between the jev^iih and fii- 
maritan pentateuch. Dii Pin's canon, vol. I« 
book I,, chap. V. Bafnage's continuation of the 
hiftory of the jews, book i I. chap. III. Jenk- 
ins's chriftianity, vol. II. p. 85, &;c. 

XVf. Succcflion of true prophets among tL« 
jews. Du Pin's canon, vol. I. oook I. chap If. 
^ IV. Bafnage's hiiloiy of the jews, p. 339, 
Smith's feled difcourfes, p. 252, &c. Jenkins's 
chriftianity, vol I. p. 199. Stackh. hifh bib. 
appar. p. 20 ; and bod. div. vol. I. p. 29, 30. 
Leland^s view of deifticai writers, vol. I. p. 463; 

XVII. Excellence of the doftrines, exhorta- 
t jo ry- and reproofs of the prophets. Jenkins's 
cnrfftianity, vol. I.,, p» Z98. Stackh. bod. div. 

, VQt* I« p* 31 ; and biii. bib* appar. p. %u 

XVIII. Numerous prediftioris of the prophets. 
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I. It bath been alreiidjr ootited^ that Mr« 

Juflin Martyr's firft apoWy, § XXXVIIL 
Mede'$ woi4ts, difcoarfe XXXVL GrociuSy p« 
68. Cumber!, orig. ^ent. p. 427. Whift« 
fcript. proph. p- J04, &c. -214, &c. Rev. ex- 
am, with cand. vol II. dilF. IV. Jackfon'^s tnith 
of fcript. p. 156, &c. Sherlock on proph. p. 
34c, &c. S'yk^s^'s connect. chap ^ V£II.* JRollin's 
attcieat hift. vol. 11. p. 231, &:c. Jenkinses dirif- 
tkHiry, v0l. I. cbap. X. Newon'« prophefies, 

diff. VIII — xvm. 

XiX. Miracles x>f th« f>rof>ket6« Saurin'5 
dilVertations, vol. I- p* 375, 579' Jenkins's chrifb- 
anity, vol. I. chap. X. Stackh. bod. div.vol. I. p. 
3 1 i And kitt. bib. appAr. p. 22» 

XIC. Tlie books of th« Jold ttrftament writtea 
by tliofe whofe nanies they bear. JE)u. Pin's ca* 
non, vol. 1. chap. Ill : And ecclef. hift- vol. L 
^. I. Stackh. bod..uiv. v&L I. p. 48; &c. 

XXL The books €ff the new teftament wrkten 
by thofe to whom chey are afcribed- Du Pin'i 
ca«on, vol. II. chap. 1. 4^ III. ■ Srackb. bod. di?» 
vol. I. p. 50. J«»kiiis^s chriftiawity, vol. il. p. 
24, &;c. Girotius,.p. 140, &c. Weekly mifceUa- 
ny, vol. I. p. 358, &c. Blihop Gibfon's third 
poftoral ietticr, $. Ill, IV* 

XXIL Tfa#^ook& iif xfc^ Hojd teftamcnt wrtiten 
by a fuperkitendent 'infpiration. ^^cbokr'»c4X& 
vol- IV. p. 139, &€• Boylc^s ftile of fcripturc, 
p. 7, ^c. Da Fia'i canoQ^ .t«1- I-.bookl '.dbp* 
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'aine acknowledges, the almighty can, if he 

I. j V — VIII. Stackh. hid. bib. appar. p. 
4, &c. Spangenberg's cxpolition of the dodrine 
if the uuitas fratrum, p. 35, &c. 

XXIII. The books of the new tcftamcnt writ- 
en by a fuperintcndent infpiration. Du Pin's 
anon, vol. I. chap. II. §. V. vol. II. chap. I. §. 
/II, VIII. Whitby's preface to Luke- Jones 
igainft Whifton, p. 46, &c. Benfon on the prop- 
igation of chriftianiry. Appendix, part I. J. I, 
J. Lowrh on infpiration, p. 5, &c. Stackh. 
)od. div. vol. I. p. 46. Burnet on the XXXIX 
irtides, p. 106, &c. 

XXIV. Tmpoffible that the fcriptures fhould 
lavc been written by human invention. Jen- 
cins's chriftianity, vol. I. p. 167, &c. Leilie's 
rruth of chriftianiiy demon ftra ted, p. 49, &c. — 
5oarae Jenynb's leftures, IcCl. VI. and p. 146. 

XXV. The ftile and elocmence of fcripture. 
Du Pin's cajion,vol. I. chap, A. {. I. Addifon's 
evidences, p. 210, &c. Stackh. bod. div. vol. I. 
diap. III. §. IV ; Ancf hift. bib. appar. p. 39. 

XXVI. The fublimity, elegance and dignify 
of the fcriptures. Rapm's critical works, vol. II. 
p. 66, &c. Jenkins's chriftianity, vol. II. p. "jt^ 
kOiStackh. bod. div. vol. I. p. 62. Bryant on 
tne With of the chriftian religion, p. 1 1. Addi- 
fon's evidences, p. 210, &c. .Hervey's thereon 
aiod afpafia, dialogue I. AnJ the XLII fermoa 
of Stern. 
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pleaf^s^ make arrdvtflatiadiiof hi6 will to mankind^ 



XXVfl. Tke grcatTclprfk flievirn tathefcHp. 
UiTc^^ \ti different ages, fay raeit the moil diitin- 
guifiicd for genius ^nd learning.,. Stackh. hiHv 
bib. appar. p. (;o, 51. And Iceland's preface to 
his retfe:!lior4$ iHi Lord Bolingbroke's liettersn 

XXVIIK Affinity rf the fcripcur^s. Ligkc« 
foot's works^ vol. I. pfc 3B3, 561. GrotiuSy book 
III. §^ XH(< Bu^uei's liniv. h\&» rol. II. p* 
H46, 452, 160, i67» Pilkington'6 cvaagelical 
hiliory and harinonjr* Jenkins's chriftianky^ voL 
I« «h2q>4 XI* Sbarpe's !• argumem^ 'p. 30f^ 
Stackh. hift. bib. appar. p. 42* Wirukr^s bift. 
of knowletige, preface, p. 11. BifhopWatfon's 
apology, fjk 142, &c. Knex's difcourfec, vol. !• 
ap. 22Z, 237 : And Spangenberg's ^xpoQfron of 
the doctrine of the iiniias fratrum, p. 32^ &c» 

XXIX. CoxQpletion ofthe chriftian revela- 
tion. Hooker's ecclefiaftical polity, book I. p* 
.97. I3a Pin's car.on, vol- II. chap. 1. §> I.— 
■rDr. :GUj^s commentary on:h^. I . i, a. 

XXX. Sufficiency of fcripcure for the £ilv> 
tion of men. Hooker's ecclefiaflical polity, book 
I* p. 96. Jiocke's'^orks, vol. IL .p. 448. Siir- 
-net on the XXXIX larticlos, article Vi . 

KXXI. PerfcAion- of ^he-books of fcript urf.rr ' 
Du^in's canon, ¥ol. II. chap. I. .|. IV. ^iitsH 
''canon, vol. I. parr* II. chap* II* StaeUi. InkI. 
'vUv. \v>I..i.4?. 5 J : And hift..bib. cqppar. p. 31* 
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-fcot Mpt Paine rejeds every thing, as a divine 
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XXXII. Chnonology of the fcripturest Bu 
•pih'$ canon, vri. 1. chp.p. HI* vol- 11, iihap. 11.; 
•and p. 173, 177 ; alfo diflfertationsr prefixed rectus 
ecclef. hilt- vol. !• p. 185, 186. Jones's canon, 
vol. II. part IV^^ Stackh. hift. iib- appar* p. 
26 : And bod" divVvpl. I. dhap. IV. Harwood's 
introduction, vpl* I» chap. W y and p. jjj. 

XXX;iIL Canon of the old teftanient. JOti 
V\i\^s canon, vol. 1. Chap. I. Cfailiing worth's 
works, p. 56. Prideaux's GWHieftions, vol. IT. 
)p. 473. Stackh. bad. div. vol. I. p#.^i. BHrnat 
Ion the XXXlXartides, p. 102- Jenkias's cbrif. 
tianity, vol. II. p. 82, &c- Dcifm revealed, 
vol. il. p. 32f 

XXXIV. Canon of the new teftamcnt. .I>u 
pin'« can. vol. 11. chap. I. ,$. IX : And ecclef. 
bift. prelim. dilT*. f • VI. Jones's can- vol. I- 
chap. V — XII- Burnet -on the XXXIX arti- 
cles, p. 98. Stackh. bod. div. vol. I. p. 52.-r- 
Jenkins's diriftianity, vd. II. p. 98, &c. Qe- 
jfrn revealed, vol. II. p. 32* 

XXXV. Cbrift tfae true raefliah. Hammond'.s 
work§, vol. I. p. 182, &c. BiJhop PearfigMn 
the creed, p. 79, &c. LightfoQt's works, vok J. 
P* 33 '» 535? ^7>* B^rrt)w's works, vd!. II. difc. 
XVII, XIX, XX. Locke's works, 'vol. IL p. 
'*4Soy&(. Leflie's fhort method with the jews. 
Grotius, book V. i. XIV —'XX. Doddridge's 
lectures, prop. CXIIL Stackh. bod. div. vol. J. 
p. 34, &c. vol. II. chap. IV. Jenkins's chriftian- 
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rcvebtion, unlefs made iiivxicdidiely to him- 
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ity, vol. K. chiip. XVI. Weekly mifcellany, 
vol. I* p- 345> &c. NewtoH's prophelies, vol. 
I. diff. Vf. Brj'anton the truth of the chriftiaa 
religion, p. 117, &c. 

XXXVr. Dignity of Chrift before his incarna- 
tion. Bifhop I^arfon on the creed, p. 109, &c* 
Barrow's works, vol. 1. p. 409, &c. Riainfay's 
philofophical principles, vol. II. chap. Ill— 
Stackli. bod. div. vol. I. p. 119, ^cc Clarke on 
the trinity, No. 535, 591. Watts on the glory 
of Chrift, diff. If. Doddridge's lectures, prop. 
CXXVI. Sherlock's difcourfes, vol. IV. difc 
I. part. II. 

XXXVII. The omnifcience of Chrift. Moore's 
prop. p. 121, &c. Harris en the meffah, p. 137, 
138. Bifhop Pcarfon on the creed, p. 105, &c. 
Burnet on the XXXIX articles, p. 44, &c. Dod- 
dridge's lectures, prop. CXXVII. Stackh. bod. 
div. vol. I. p. 118, &:c. Ranifay's principles, 
vol. II. p. 160/ &c. Harwood's iniroductiofl, 
vol. I. p. 258, &c. 

XXXVIII. Miracles of Chrift. SaintCyprian 
Jathe vanity of idols, }• VII. Locke's works, 
vllfcU« p- 480 — 493. Leland againft Tindal, 
vol. II. p. 81. Chapman againtt morgan, vol. !• 
p. 248, v\;c. Grotins, book If. J. IV, V. Jen- 
kins's rlirillianity, vol. J. chap. XllJ. Be^ivfiV 
chrift unity', vol. f. p. 79, &c. Sharpens firft ar- 
gument, p. 32, ic Weekly mifcellany, vol. I 
p. 3^,8,^0. Gentleman's religion, p. 26.ih>^) 
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Mf y^ and inoft ablurdly remaiks, that a revek. 



Gibfon's firft paftoral letter, p. 24' Harwood's 
kitrochi^tbn^ voU L p. 39^ Sx« Bryant's chxiftt- 

XXXIX. Types of Clirift. JBarrow's works, 
vqC* i£» p/ ^SOL vol.' in* p. 3[64« littflie's truth 
•F chriftianky distBiDtiftrat^, {f^ ^2-, |cc& -^ JenkStis^s 
chriftianity, voh !• p. 24^ ViOiopGtt&afS'firtk 
mftoiral i^tjDer, p^ 15* ' M^Eueir c^ndier types^ 

Newton's prophecies, vol. I. dHT. VI. 

■ ' .* ' . . 

XL* ProMiigitfs' at the crucifiHioti tsf Chrift* 
Whiftori, Syke5, mi Chapman^ on Phle;^'«tef. 
thnony. Maundrell'e travels^ p^ /i* . - Sbfluet'is 
univ. hid* vol. I. p. 115. Weekly mifcellany, 
«dt L p* 351,, ^o ' : ■ 

XLI. Aefarre^bion -of Ghiift. Lfighifoot's 
vvurk^, vol. I. p» 734, &c* Hammond's works> 
vol. I. p. 283, &c. Dii Pin's eoclef. hift» vol. L 
p 33* BMbop Pearfon on the creed, p. 25%, &c* 
Bbyfe on the XXXIX articles, p* 2l,ft<:. Bur* 
net on:cU. p* '73, &c.' Barraw''t works, vol, 1. 
ibnuon XXIX^ XXX^ Jenkij(U'j^ chriftianity, 
vrf. I-. chap.. XIX. , £lrdtiDs^ ibobh 11. J. Vl, 
VII. Deifm revealed, vol- I. p. 26^ &c. Ben- 
A»f^8 cbrUHantty^ vo)« i. p. 83, Ac Leland^s view 
afdeiftical writers, vol. £(1. p. 9^, &c« Bi/hop 

§|m2|&^^^^'^^^*^^^^^^^^J and dircom*fes^ 
vol. I?Bifc. VII. Bry-ant on the truth of cbdu 
tianicy, p. 1 84, 1 85. Weft on the refurreftion 

*'l^. 13. 

Dd 
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tidn can be a revelation "only to" the'^Krfen to 
wbom it IS thus made- 

- ♦ « - , • % 

.J .... . . : 

■ XLII. Chtift^a&erKUcrjLKifixion^wad worihip* 
ped by learned men* Grotliis^ bod( IL •(• III. 
IV, V. ^ 

' XLHIf iAfcenfion of Chrift. BHhop Pcarfon 
on die fttti^:p*r%^ &c* Barro\l^'s imrorks, vol« 
L.p« 4^a^i&^« • Stackht:bod.^ diV*'voL- II* chap. 
III. ;Bi&n«E on the. XXX}X arucirs, pi- 82* 

• ■ ■."■;• ' 

XLIV. Predidions of the apoftles/ Sharpens 
II. argufirenty p- 97, tec* -, Deifm r^irealedy vol. 
II. p-:a55, &c. NewtoB*$ prophijlics, vol. II; 

diir. xjoTi, XXIII, XXI v, ... 

XLV. Miraculous gifts and powers of: the 
apoiilcs. Barrington's mifcellanea. racra,ciray I« 
p. 39V7 45« Ilf p- 51 T^53- ; Chandler on. Joel, 
P- 133 — 147* Stebbing againfl Fofter, II. let- 
ter, pf 40 r^ 54* I:pland 'againft Mbrgan, vol* 
II. p. 225 — 230-' MiddletoA on oiiraailous 
powers, ap. p^fl-workfe. Jchjrs's jeu'iih ant*J» 
CCCXVI U ^ CCCXXy 1, , Benfon's chriOim. 
ity, vol. I. p.. 92.T— iio..;*ftJwII. p.; 174 — iSj- 
Bilhop Gibfon's III paO^x^le^f^; p« 22 -rijx. 

■ / • • . .. ; f ■ 

XL VI. The apodles .wrought miracles and ena- 
bled others to do fo. Jenkins's chriftianity, foK 
|. chap. XVL Stackh. bod. div* 'vol. L |>. 4t« 
Grotius, book m^ §.• VH? . .... 
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XLVIL Chriftianity founded onjudaiOn* . Ca- . 
ve's primitive chriftianity, p. 22, 23* . 9uPV^ . 
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- '' Is, the conveyance.thcri of truth ivmva one per- 

ecclef. hift. vol. II. p. 5- Warburton's divine 
legation y voU IL. p. 47. Barrow's works, vol. 
11. difc. XVIII, XIX, XX. Groiius, book V. 

XLVIII. Salutarv effc'^s of chriftianitv* Ter- 
tul. aool. chap. XXXVII, XXXVIII, kXXIX, 
XLII, XLIII, XLV« Cave's prim, chrift- part, 
I, p. 54,- &c. part 11.. Flcarv's ecclef.* hift. vol. 
I. p. 295,424* Weekly mifcellany, • vol. I. p. 
360, &c. Stackh. bod. div. vol. I. p. 38. -Ben- 
fon'schriftianity, vol. II. p. 258, &c. Harwood's 
introdu6ti6n, vol* I* p. 92j &c* 

. -. ' ■ • 

XLIX. The bleflings . of the gofpel proflfcr- 
cdtoalLmen. Biihop Pearfoiv on the creed, p. 
348, &c. Stackh. bod^ div. vol. II. p. 732—^ 
KnoVs difcoiirfes^ vol. L p. 216 -.- 22o* ^ 

L. Perfpiosty of the do^ines of the gof-. 

pel. Scack)i..'bod div. vol. I. p. (^^^ Knox's diC* 

couries, vol.: !• p. , 208 -^ 217. White^s^ fer- 

.jflons, at Bampton's leAores-, a szry recent pubi 

lictition^ p. 199. 

LI. Certainty of a future ftate of rewards and' 
puniihtnertts. , BiOiop Pearion on the creed, p. , 
092 — 306 ; 389 — 398. Barrow's works, v^* 
1. p. 456 — 461 ; 481 — 483. vol. 11. — 
Serrh. aXXIII. Stackh. bod-, vol. II« chap. 
* VIK, Ramfay's philbfophical principles, vol. II. 
p. 176.' Jenkhis's chriiliamty, vol. 11. chap. 
XXIV. Burnet on the XXXIX articles, art- 
IV. .Turner ou the pradice of religion, chap. 11^ 
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Con x% another, by writltig, or otberwife^ imfafft- 



LII. Cbriftianity only, adapted to tht ftatie of 
xi^n* Barrow's works, fermon XV L Itiikins's 
cUrlflianity. Vol- .II* chap. XXL -Csotius, hook 
II. J. VIII — XVI. 




Li V. Silence of die ibesitlueB iorades, dn die 
publication of thegofpel* TertuUiaD's apdegr^ 
chap. XXIL XXlJl. Eufcb* praep* evanr.Ub* 
V« cap^ !• XVII. Porphyrikis apud euTeb. ib« 
* Acbanadxis lib* dn incalti. verb* dei«. p* loi, ftc* 
Cyrillus iMe^andr* cmt^a Julianusi^ lib* VL fk 
198* Cregor. Nazianz. ora. Ill, in Julianam* 
p^ pf • Tbeodoricos adverfus Gnecos* £erin« X* 
De Oraculis. Mede's works, p* ipj. Anfwer 
toM* de Fentenelie'sbiftbry oi^opacks, pare III* 
Hamnoand's works, vjoI* Lp. 191* 

LV. OppoHtion that, cbriftianity met with, 
ibretold* Weekly mifcellany, ^oh !• p. 370, to 
Sharpens Il.^arguaieat, p. 97, Jsc* Deifoi reveal 
ed:, vol* II* p^ i'55* f 

LVL ChnAiaaiifey could ndt Aiccelsfdly bave 
been f^i-opagatied by Cfarift and his npoflles>4ud 
it been an impofture. Eufeb* demonflrat. ^vang- 
lib. Ill . 4. III. Bonfon^s diriftiaiiity, vol. U. 
f% 235, {ec* Beattie'^ evidence^, p. y>, /oc» 

•Ik . 
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i/?/* Contrary to. the fenfe of the tuAofe world 



%^%.<l^%*^^X^%^^%%^% •tfSV^t 



LVIL Chriftians proteded by the wifeft of the 
roman emperors* Tertullian's apology^ chap* V* 

■- ■ * 

LVIII« Chrifttanity not chargeable with fiiper- 
ftition* Lives of the fatherSi.vol* I. pvi 67, vol* 
il* P* ^24* Burnet on the XXXIX articles^.p* 
29($* Mofheim's church hiftory, vol* L p* 46^ 
Beattie's evidences, p. 103* 

:LIX* Suflferings of cbriftians for their faith. 
Eufeb. ecclef. hiit.p* 46 — 176 ; Fleury's ecclef« 
hift. vol. I. p. loo, 123, 153, 166, 180. Lives of 
the fathers, ^ol. I. p. 25, ^5, 39, 67, 26, gy, 103, 
I f 7^ta8, 145, X54,t <ci 160- Jenkins'schriftianitfT, 
vol* IL chap* XXXTlI. AddHbn's evidences, §• 
VII* Bryant's chriltianity, p* 155, &c* 

LX* Chriftianity hath been rejefted, princi- 
pally, by pcrfons of ignorance, prejudice or vice. 
Tertullian's apology, chap. V. Barrow's works, 
vol* XL p. 9,&c. Jenyns'sieftures, leA* II* 

LXI* Confutation of paganifm* Barrow's 
works, vol* IL difc XIV* England's morals of 
the ancients, chap* ult* St. Seal, yol* L Grotius, 
book IV. Warourton's legation, vol. III. p. 
8, &c* ; Doddridge's lectures, prop^ LXXXI a* 
Potter'sanpcjcMtjesof Greece, yol* L book II.— 
Jenkins's chfiftk^pity, vol* I. book III. chap* I— -> 
V. Stackh. bod. div. vol. I. chap. VIIL Lcf- 
lie's truth of chriftianity demonftrated, p* i22# 
&c* : Jones's . difquifitions, p* 92, &c* Jenyns's 
works, vol. II. p. 104, &c. Beattie's evidences. 

- D 3 
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•f mankifu); dDec be <ontri3v€rt tfac f^i^iber of 
hiftory to convey a relation of fa&s from age. to 
age ? Are iv« to have m fakb in hiftory / But 
>vho ever doubted of the exjftence of Thdes^ and 
his moral fentences \ Of Soloti^ and bit laws > 
Of Socrates, and his f^ilofophy; meta^Ayficks 
and ethicks I Who ever dwhted the /ru/A, that 
Philip, King of Macedon, vras aflaifiinated by 
Paufanias? That Philip's CdA, Akxander, coo^ 
iulted ti» orade at Delphos ; that, at Ifiun, he 



*^t«i»>'«^>«^>«^» 



p* 1^4; &c. Bryant's chriftian religion, p* la^ 
fa-p. 177, &c. 

. LXII. Falfity of tlie rdigion eF Mahomet.— 
Barrow^s works^ vol. II* difc. XIV. Grodus, 
took VI. Addifon's life of Mahomet. Indie's 
truth (3f chridi^fiity demonltrated, p. 125, kc* 
]enkins's chriftianity, vol. I. part ill. chap. 
Vl — IX. Bryanc'B chiriftiamty, p. i8i, kc* — 
Whitens fermoTiB at Bamptoi^'^ ledures* 

IvXiII. Chriftranity th» only troe religion* 
Saint Cyprian's treatife on the grace of God ; on 
tfie vanity of- idols, and his t^ftitfiotiies tfgainft the 
j^rws. Dn Pin^s ecclcf. bift. vol. 111. p. 134. 
Lighrfooi's works, vol. I. jk 331, 53 J, 670. — 
Barrow's works, vol^ II. dlfc Xlll —. XXI. 
i>oddridge*s leisures, t)rdp. CXlI — CXIII, 
eXlV/ t?rotia8,booklI.$.IV,VvVi. Wtf- 
btirtori'^s legation, vol. III. p. %, &c. Weekly 
miii.t\\dwy ^ vol. I. p. 343, &c.- Sharped firft' 
a<*f^imiciit, p. 19, &a, Jenkifis's chrifti^ni^F, vol. 
I. part lil. Knox's diKOUrfes, vol* 1. dw« HI* 
^.tackh^ bod. div. veil. II. chap. IV. 
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m 

celebrated public games in honor uf AcbiKes i 
that he cut the gordian knot-; and that in Perfla, 
he was eveo adored a§ a God } Who ever called 
in queftioD the murders and profcriptions of Syila ; 
file m'aflacre of Julius Caefar^ or the fidcide of 
Porcius Cato, the younger ? Or iifhdt man evek* 
hefhated to believe, the conqueft of Lombardl/, 
by Charles the great, of France ; the fufojagatioh 
of England, by William of Normandy ; tJie de- 
collation of the Englifli monarchy Charles the T, 
and innumerable other faifts of hiftory I Btit Mr« 
Paine, if he is conjjftent with himfelf, wiB believe 
nohifioricalfa^i whatever, without dr^&r deinon- 
ft'ration of its truth 1 To him it can be no hiftf^ry^ 
becaufe the fads were not tranfafted in hia^^- 
fence i Such is the abfurd pofition he advances to> 
refute the credibility of facred hiftory ; 6i the 
fd^s oi revelation made by God to mankind ! 

Mr* Paine grants that a revelation is ^poSilcAe, 
and ihould be acknoM^ledge, what bath been {9 
clearly demonftraied in -this pulriication, that a 
revelation was necefh^y, upon hi» principles, k 
could not be received «^ tire world, imle£s f'mm^- 
diaiely communicated by God to every indhfduai 
of the heiman raco, in every age and country \ 
£ut how iiQworthv of God would be fucb coo- 
du& ; aod to mankind how unoeceflary i 

fern an ebje^on is made to all'writtep comma;- 
ntcatiQRS of revelation, becaufe words may change 
their meaning *; becanfe there is not an uni^erfal 
language, whidi renders tranflations necefTary • 
becaufe sdfo tranflations are fubjcA to errors ; 
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topkfts to raiftakes ;' Printers to errata, and the 
text to wilful corruptions.* 

And yet Mr. Paine, notwithftanding the prin- 
ctple advanced here by him, dotUfts not the trutb 
qi die moft ancient hiftories ; ahci he g^vcsfuU 
credit to tUe authenticity of the morals of Ariftode ; 
'tlie ApopKtBems of Diogenes, and the axioms of 
*Zeno ! It is admitted by deifts, that thefe heathen 
writings of antiquity have been tranfmitted to us 
uncorrupt ; but we have much greater evidence,that 
the jewijh fcriptures have defcended to us, una- 
duUerated, and in the language in which they 
were erigiiully written; and alio the books of 
the new teftament, in their $rigindigreek*f 

The moft that can be inferred from Mr. Painc's 
objeftions here is, that there is a foffibility ancient 
records may be corrupted ; but as it is al/ofojfhk 
that they may be prefervied uneorrupt, we there- 
fore perceive, how unfounded in truth is his af- 
fertion, that *' the word of God cannot exifi, in 
any written or human language**' 

Mr. Paine urges the ftale deiftical plea, that 
the works of creation are fufficient to teaclt ^* man 
all that is neceffary for man tb know of Godi"J 
Bdt what lefTons of moral and religious inftriidioa 
have men been taught by the great vohime of na- 
ture ? Let the hif lory of all qations, and in all 
ages teftiiy I Lie t. the extreme ignorance of Go4 ; 



«^««^t«^tW9* <0»«^>««S 



,*P. 47.. ^ 

t See p. 159— 165; 243 — 250; of tikis 
publication. % P* 66* 
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andgrofs bnmorJlHies df^fllihe 
barbaroos tixui lavage nations at prefent inhabiting 
the eslrtfa, ifear wttftefif .<€f the atttr irifiifficieftcjif 
iff the iKoorks of creatipn to give men ju/^ comcep* 
lions cf God, .and of the Juries they cfwc Co him 
aadveach other ! Isther>e a barbdrkin in die eaT-^ 
tseto^^ lor a fayage do this wefteni part of tUe 
WQrU> "imho >is not a llvhtg teftkaofi^ to >€ohfmtf 
aheiil'foQntled aSertion^th^at ** the creation reveals 
to tman aU that it noeceffary for man to know df 
47od >^* How J9tft is ^he o)>fervation ^f Batrttn 
do iMtntefi^eo^ that '^ mwi -if left tt> his^^«f 
dit»oMMt, might eyery InAant, leven forget faUl 
cveatorf God has therefore!^ adds this celebrated, 
vjtiter, anemhided him <tf bis dmy ibj theJawa •of 
religion."* -j 

fiift.ie'diei^jSfjSffrhi;^ «f fAtor^d neligion^ md 
thi m€e§ity -rf divine rcv^laitiony baVe heen ft) 
ftillv prdffrtd in th» |ierforma|i«[e, it is xokxnuifSaasf 
to a well here on thefe lubje^f 

But^ if poflible, to defr&cUfe the worJ^ and to 
cibah the v}§ris of dotJ^ it is afiferted, tbart the 
ftarry heavens 4re not oindy ibfficient to teach -m^n 
religion, i^it alio nhf ** ^rts and Jttenoei V*% 
fi«t is tfhis afiertion confirmed by fwSls ?^ Wa^ 



* Splrh of lav9«y vol. I* (>• 4« 
. f See)>. 123 «— 148* }: p. ^. 

jl ^* TrveHers inform os, fays ^learned ;xaihBit, 
that, e^en at this Jay, m fome piartstsf the wiprld, 
they meet with men who are flrahgert lo ail £b- 
cial intercourfe ; of a character fi> chieJand fero- 
cious^ that they live in perpetoal 'war^ defiroying 
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it from principles deduced from a knowledge of 
the heavenly bcxties^ chat men were taught the 
arts and fciences? Was it from the Gontemplation' 
of the fun, moon and ftars^that men, for inftance,- 
wcre inftruAed how to cultivate the earth ; to 
form grain into bread, and to provide for them- 
fclves appareW. Was it aftronomj that taught 
mankind fculpture,. metallurgy and medicine \ 
However ufeful, in various reTpedbs, aftronomy is 
tp mankind,. were there not auciertf natvmSy who 
made little or no pr^igreft in this fcience, and 
who, notwitbflandiDg, made < confider^le iow 
prpvements in divers oCeful arts and fcieQfles?* 
Are thcre.notfeveral nations, even at' thisday^ 
tQtally unacquainted .with aftronomy, and who 
y^t have invented many ufeful arts I " 

• 

' Ko faft appears mdN evideiitV 3f we cenfult flie 
U^ry of the rife and pregrefs.^ the :arts and fri- 
ciHes, than thattliey principally owed their hirth te 

i .... 1 !■.>■ ■■ 
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and eyett devouring each other*. Thefe wretch- 
ed pepple, devoid of all the frmciples of immfffniy^ 
witfiogt laws, polity or government, live in dens 
£»;jc| caverns, and differ but very little hQmxhcbruti 
creation* 'i heir IockJ confiits of fume fruits and 
roots, with wbich the woods fupply thrm ; for 
V aiit of (kill and induflry, they can feldom pro- 
cure more folid nourjii.ment. Not having even 
the molt coifimon and obvious notions, they hivc 
n4>^hinp of humt^nlty but tht fgure* Gonget^s 
origin of laws, arts and fcienccs, vol. I. p.*4. So 
v^pable.are,** the works of creation to teach roea 
aJi that it is ncipeffary they fliould know of GoD.;" 
2iud aWb '* the art?, and fciencesJ" 
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the wadts 6f men ; to chance^* and the founda- 
tion of civil govrrnment ; and their perfe&ion to 
l9Dg experience ahdobfervatioa* 

'* The invention and improvement of ^ts, 
fay.s the learned Pretident De Gouget, wa$ enfi 
•f the firft and happiieft fruits of the reunioti if 
families and inftitutioa- of government* NeceJjSty 
was the iirft precq>tor of mankind*- NefjeffUy 
raught them, how toeuiploj^ the handt which pra- 
vidence had given them,. 'and to ufe the ^it of 
fpeech which tJiiey Had received, in preference tok 
all the other creatures. But thefe firft difcove-- 
vies would never have<been brought: to any great 
perfe£!iQp, wtthout the. reunion of families,^di 
the inftitution of laws and government* 

By means ofthele, the (urid rude inventions, 
the eifedb of chance or n^^effity, were.brought^to 
perfeftion \iy degre^^' According^ we iiiid, 
that the difcovery and improvement of arts, arc 
afcribed to thofe natbns who were firft formed 
into, regular ftates and governments. It is..by 
long experience, ah^ by . communicating tbi^ir. 
thoughts and obfervations/to one ' another, diat 
mankmd have acquired th^ knowledge of that ere^t 
multitude of arts which ciyilized natipos nave 
long enjoycd.^'f 



* Thus, for example, chance taught the an- 
cients, the art of jjrafcing- ; of dybg purple, 
and of cutting the diamond :- And accnknt difco- 
vered^to the moderns^-che telleTcope, the air^, 
pump, and the art of prbting. 

f Gouget's origin and progrefs of laws, arts ^ 
and fciences; vol. I- p. 7Jt 
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When men adopt erroneoui or aBfutlf princi- 
ples, auiel- perdnadoufly refcdve to defendi thcai, 
how frequently, by fndtx^nduA, do- they cxpoCs 
tkemfelves to deriGon ? Thus/or inftance, Mak- 
Uranche itididgtd the conceit^ of *^ feeing all 
chiogiki Ood&*^ A pedbn who ppeccnded u 
«rear enidi d on, .fiinciMly imsigined, that *^ bt 
found all the arts, and fdenoee in Hxiter ^* an»> 
thep^perlbn| equally vifeviantaftically fuppoiiM^ 
that ^' an eioA plan of church gofennmen^ .was 
oontained'ift the writings, of Virgil ;'^f andMr. 
Saine eheriAiesthe dmmiwit idim, that i(he>?«r- 
pfhuHMHs. were- defigcied/.not only to tnftpuA 
men iaeo all iieligiou^ truths^ neceflary te be 



•^ See this idea refuted by lVfr« Lode,, voil^ 
^pi: ill. p. 4519, 3cc. 

, f S^ Wee^y n%ifcellaoy,.vQl-I. p. 403. 

t.A'moref^ cmqcU th^n this of TMb:* Painey 
ha^ nat pert?p.8, been i^dulgp^ by .^Ty jwmrr 
It 1$; probable, fiawevcr, .be was w^^- iCaoujji 
to imagine, that with fome sweak mindsj, it m^ 
be confidered as an objeftion jBgsuoft cbcifti' 
anity ! 

Notwithftanding the unrvsr/alHy of the LIGHT 
and ucATof the sw, howmaay ancient nadons 
were: there^ -who; far ages, were fb'«nveIoptd]iv 
mantai darkneA ; and » wh<41y ignorant of llw 
frmctplts tyrlenu xX xaiSi\ae\ To incapaUe* fronr 
gazrng at the '^ ftatry boj^ens,** t^ make mji 
frqfu:ifwyi!itt.thit ^rts aAd fciwce^^ that we are 
aflured^ they were altoge^er iinaequaiateii^ycii: 
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f tsr this afertlon of Mr. Paine, it is believed, 
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with th« C5dftence of fire ; without the aid of 
Mrhich, men cannot make fcarcely the kafl pro- 
grefs in any art or fcience. And is it not a fad, 
that there are fome inhabitants of the world, even 
at frefent, ignorant of the ufc of this element ? 

" Is it not aftonifliing, fays Prefident De Gou- 
gct, to think that there was a time when a great 
part of mankind knew nothing oifire^ and were 
^ite ignorant of its properties and ufe ? This, 
however, is a troth attefted bf the moft ancient, 
and moft unanimous tradition* The Egyptiart^, 
Perfians, Pha?nicbns, Greeks, and fevcral otheir 
nations, acknowledged that their anceftors were 
once without the ufe of fire* The CMnefe con- 
fefs the fame oi thefa- progenitors However in- 
credible thtfe fafts may appear, they are confirth- 
ed by what fever al writers, both ancient and nflo- 
dem, have declared of nations who were thek" 
cotemporaries, aifid in this ftate of ignorance and 
barbarity whei!^ they kitew th6m. PomponitM 
Mela, Plihy, Pli^arch, auid other ancient authors 
treat of nations. Svlio, tt the time they Wrote, 
knew not the.ine bf fire, or had biit juft leamej 
i«. Fa6ts of the fai^e kind, are attismd fay jfeve^ ^ 
ral modern oartbtis* 

Th^ inhabiunts of the Marian iAands, which 
were difcovered in 1521, had no idea of fire*-^ 
Ne vef was aftontihment greater than thch^, wheit 
chey faw it, on the defcent tA Magellan on one of 
their illands. At firft, they believed it to be 11 
kind of animal, chat fixed itfelf to; and fed up- 

Ec 
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will do no hijuty, as nobody but himfelf csuihave 
faith H) crecilc it ! I'he citizens of thefe United 
States, it is prefumed, will ftill retain their femi- 
narics of le;irning,and prefent mode of inftruclion, 
as well as their religion , though in contra£^m 
CO the advice and philofophy of Mr* Paine ! • 



on wood. Some of them having approached fo 
near to the flame that they were burnt ;« the reft 
were fo terrified^ that they had courage only to 
beheld it at a diilance. They were fearful, they 
faidy of being bit, or left that dreadful animal 
Ibpuld injure, them with his violent breaching ; 
for fuch were the firft conceptions they formed^ 
of the heat and flame- 

The inhabitants of the Philippine anid Canary, 
iilands, were formerly ^ignorant as thofe who 
have been mentioned. We are afTured, that in 
the ifle of Los Tordenos, the ufe of fire was late- 
ly unknown. The fame is faid of the Amikouans, 
a people of South America, difcovered but a lit- 
tie while ago* Africa prefents us, even in our 
own days, with feme nations in this deplorable 
iiate of ignorance. For this reafon^ no doubt, 
there were fome nations anciently^ as there are 
foine at prefent, who eat the flelh df ainimals quite 
raw. The Egyptians fay ttey owe their know- 
ledge of fire, to an accident occafioned by thiin^ 
dcr and lightning* All nations have carefully 
prefcrved the names x>f tbpfe to whom they be^ 
lieved they were indebted for the difcovery of 
fire.*' Origin of laws, arts and fciences; vol* 

1- J;74>75- 
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' But a charge of his, connefted with this fubjcft, 
againit chriftianity, is not fo innoccnU He fays 
it is ^* a fraud of the ehrtftian fyfttm to call the 
fciences human inventions.*'* 

But where are we to find this charge, except 
in Mr. Paine 's book ? The phrafe^ human inven^ 
tions, is not in the bible* This ferious truths 
however, is contained in it, that ^' God made 
man upright, but that he, (through the wicked, 
nefs of his heart) hath fought out many Jinful 
inventions /"f 

Mr. Paine, it is conceived, is the firft perfon 
who called the principles of nature, human inven- 
tions,): and this impious abfurdity, be impioufly 
afcribes to chri/iianity ; though iiX men, it is 
imagined, except this writer, perceire^ the prs- 
priety of {tiling any difcoveries in the arts otfci' 
ences, by deduaions from the works of creatiooy 
or other wife,, human inventions* 



* P, 77* f Ecdef. vii. 29* { P. 7«. 
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